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First Class Citizens 


while back, 

| dedicated 
this monthly col- 
umn to the topic 
of snorkeling, 
entitling it “Sec- 
ond Class Citi- 
zens.” Many 
snorkelers who have tried to get first 
class service at dive resorts immediately 
agreed with the points the column made. 
Numerous readers wrote to tell of the 
less than wonderful snorkeling experi- 
ences encountered at resorts that have 
pretty good track records for delivering 
quality diving experiences. 

Nearly all the snorkelers who wrote 
had “enjoyed” the diesel fumes coming 
over the transom of the boat, since that’s 
where they were told to sit/stand. They 
waited politely as the divers got suited 
up, staying out of the way so the divers 
could get in the water first. The snorkel- 
ers were particularly “appreciative” about 
being included in the final head count af- 
ter the dive, since that was the sum total 
of all the attention they received while try- 
ing to snorkel from a dive boat! 

The problem, of course, was easy to 
spot. They were “just” snorkelers. 
Anyone who’s strapped on a tank a few 
times will almost always add the word 
“just” before “snorkelers.” It’s part of 
snorkelers’ second class citizenship. 
After all, if they want respect, why don’t 
they strap on a 40 pound tank with the 
rest of us? But statistics, good busi- 
ness sense and plain old good man- 
ners fly in the face of treating snorkelers 
as second class citizens. 

Snorkelers outnumber divers by al- 
most four to one. Every year, millions of 
people snorkel with no intention of get- 
ting certified. Every year, many of those 
millions have wonderful snorkeling expe- 
riences—maybe even as good or better 
than our last dive. (The first time | 
snorkeled in clear water was something | 
will never forget!) In survey after survey, 
these people report that snorkeling was 
a highpoint of their vacations. In survey 
after survey, the snorkelers say they 
want to go again and more frequently. 
They want to buy airplane tickets, hotel 
rooms and snorkel trios. There should be 
some good business folks who grasp the 
inherent potential here. 





BY BILL GLEASON 


Most important of all, however, 
snorkelers are our kindred souls, fellow 
ocean and water explorers. It has long 
been an important part of diving to help 
other divers. Thousands of trios on boats 
over the years have taught me how 
friendly and helpful divers can be. The 
second Class citizenship we often un- 
Knowingly bestow on snorkelers (even 
our own friends and family) doesn’t seem 
consistent with the spirit of divers. But, 
that’s starting to change, right now. 

The island of Bonaire, long a pioneer 
in both innovative diving practices and 
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reef conservation, is launching the most 
ambitious snorkeling program ever un- 
veiled. More than 12 different operators 
on the island have gotten together and 
heloed create a first class program for 
first class citizens. They call it Bonaire 
Guided Snorkeling and it promises and 
delivers a unique experience for 
snorkelers of all ages. In order to help 
snorkelers learn more about the under- 
water world (specifically the area from 
shore to a maximum of 20 feet), they 
begin each Bonaire Guided Snorkeling 
tour (morning, afternoon and some 
nights) in a classroom instead of a boat. 
In every class, you learn about coral reef 
ecology, basic through advanced fish- 
watching, corals, night snorkeling and 
there’s even a snorkel trip to the man- 
groves! Every trip is complete with a 


slide show. There are no tests, no 
studying. But, you can ask your guide 
everything you ever wanted to know 
about the coral reefs because the same 
person who gives you the half hour fun 
lecture alSo goes with you on your 
snorkeling boat. You even get to avoid 
the diesel fumes with this program! 

It seems the lights are finally going on 
in the diving community, illuminating a 
new world in which snorkelers get first 
class treatment. That is, indeed, good 
news and similar programs are under- 
way in both The Bahamas and the Bay 
Islands of Honduras. This first class citi- 
zen thing just might catch on. 

For many years, the SKIN DIVER staff 
has fielded numerous calls every month 
from frustrated snorkelers looking for in- 
formation geared to them, not divers. 
Frustrated by a lack of good information 
elsewhere, they apologize for calling a 
dive magazine and fire away with their 
questions. Beginning this issue, we think 
it’s time we treated them to our version 
of their own dedicated boat, guide and 
special type of snorkel briefing. 

We are delighted to introduce the first 
issue of SDM’s Snorkeling Tourbook, 
dedicated specifically to the needs of 
snorkelers. This mini magazine will ap- 
pear in every issue and contain informa- 
tion on snorkeling techniques, equip- 
ment, resorts, destinations, programs 
and marine life. Divers are welcome to 
read it or pass it along to the snorkelers 
among family members, friends and fel- 
low vacationers. You might even want to 
join them on a guided snorkel tour. You 
may find out there is quite a lot to see In 
the top 20 feet of water that you've been 
missing on deeper dives. 

Kudos to the resorts and island of 
Bonaire for leading the way with this 
very special program. Families with 
kids, seniors, baby boomers and kids 
by themselves will benefit from the new 
programs. After all, they re open to 
anyone who can float or sink (they'll 
give you a vest if you’re a sinker). And 
take a look around that snorkeling 
classroom while everyone’s In there 
having fun and learning about the 
ocean. You just might feel like sneaking 
in the back door and enjoying the 
shows. You’ll be welcome, but don’t let 
them know you are “just a diver.” ** 
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very time we enter the water and safely return 

to the surface we have survived an excursion 
into a hostile, alien environment. Scubapro has 
improved our odds with the easy to use and ex- 
tremely clear EDI—Essential Divers Inform- 
ation—dive computer. The display is intuitive, 
contains nothing superfluous and the package 
is compact and rugged. Divers needs aren’t 
complicated so the tools we use should re- 
flect our simple requirements. The EDI (pro- 
nounced “eddie”) does an extraordinary job 
of hiding the complexities behind our simple 
need for air and some water to breathe it in. 


TOP PRIORITY INFORMATION 

Our equipment is bringing us closer and 
closer to true, unimpeded and safer under- 
water enjoyment. In today’s information 
overloaded environment, it’s nice to see a 
lean and honed piece of equipment, meant 
to enhance our safety and enjoyment not 
distract us with all the clever things it can do. 

The EDI has a compact and sleek console 
that replaces every instrument except your 
compass. Using an ingeniously clear and intu- 
itive digital display, five vital statistics are pre- 
sented. Depth and tank pressure are top priori- 
ties so they are bigger and bolder, with current 
depth in the center of the window (maximum 
dive depth is displayed smaller, slightly to the 
right and up) and tank pressure in the bottom 
right. Dive time is found in the upper right cor- 
ner and no decompression time in the lower 
left, conveniently near the remaining tank pres- 






Pre-Dive Ries: Surface 1 Minutes 
Scroll Dive #1: Wall TwoHours Dive #2: Wreck —S After Last Dive 
No Deco Limits i Pos ets NoDecoLimits os - NoDecoLimits © 








vin 


Above: The EDI factors in your dive profiles and calculates new no decompression 
limits. The limits shown are scrolled before diving, before dive #1 and after dive #2. 
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Scubapro’s Air Integrated EDI 


Vital Information at a Glance 


sure. Unless you enter the decompression 


mode, the upper left of the display re- 
mains dark and free from distraction. If 
you do enter a decompression profile, 
total ascent time and maximum 
depth will begin flashing. If your as- 
cent rate Is too fast (the EDI allows 
you to ascend faster from deeper 
depths but slower from shallower 
depths), a warning arrow will aopear 

to the right of the current depth; if 
your tank pressure falls below 725 
psi, the tank pressure display will flash 
as a warning. As long as you can find 
your way back to the boat this is all the 
essential information you'll need while 
submerged and all you'll get. It’s perfectly 


and brilliantly simple. 


Once back on the boat, towel off, sit 


Left and above: The Scubapro EDI’s display is cleverly 
intuitive, contains nothing superfluous and the com- 
pact, sleek profile is unobtrusive in the water. 


back and enjoy a little rest. The EDI will keep track of your 
repetitive dive information—surface interval, residual saturation 
and desaturation of body tissue—and automatically compute 


remaining no decompression time. When 
you hit the water after an appropriate sur- 
face interval, the EDI makes all the ad- 
justments necessary and your dive time 
will reflect your repetitive dive status. For 
your safety, the EDI will remain in this 
state—by displaying a REP symbol in the 
lower left corner—as long as it considers 
you saturated (See Dr. Hahn's Algorithm 
later in this article). 

With the EDI in the repetitive dive sta- 
tus, you can even check out your remain- 
ing no deco time at various depths (41 to 
149 feet) using the surface mode scroll. 
This allows you to plan your repetitive 
dives safely and wisely, based on your 
current theoretical saturation level. 

For logbook purposes, the EDI retains 
the duration, depth, repetitive dive infor- 

(Continued on Page 176) 
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_| TRASH CAPTAINS 


1996 Underwater Cleanup 


Sponsor a 
Cleanup Right in 
Your Own Diving 

Backyard! 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY BILL GLEASON 


he largest annual event in diving is 
not the Nikonos Shootout, Cayman 
Madness or any local diving show or 
event. By final tally in 1995, the largest 
participatory event in the diving world is 
the now annual Underwater Cleanup! 
More than 12,000 divers participated in 
events held in 26 states and 26 countries 
around the world last September. And, 
the divers were counted at these events. 
The real figure for participation is proba- 
bly closer to 20,000—an unbelievable 
number in our rather small diving world. 
All of these events had several things in 
common: 
e All participants left the underwater 
world that day a cleaner and environ- 





mentally safer place. 

° By participating, we helped get the 
word out in both the local and national 
press that divers are concerned citizens 
who are willing to do something about a 
major problem facing everyone; marine 
pollution and basic water quality! 

e Often working in conjunction with 
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September 21 





topside beach cleanups, we discovered 
the entire family can pitch in and help. 

e And, being divers, we figured out 
how to make even picking up trash fun! 
There were parties, socials and just good 
old and new friends getting together for a 
great reason! 

While sponsoring companies such as 





Trash gathering is more than an 
environmental imperative— 
buddy teams can make it a fun, 
challenging experience as well. 


PADI, the Center for Marine Conservation 
(CMC) and DEMA/ Ocean Futures de- 
serve a lot of the credit for getting the ball 
rolling, the real congratulations go to the 
local Trash Captains; the dedicated vol- 
unteers who coordinated thousands of 
little (Some not so little, as when more 
than 400 divers turned out for one in 
Southern California) local U/W Cleanups. 
In 1996, this same coalition of companies 
and volunteers is looking to expand on 
the tremendous success of 1995. This 
means we need more Trash Captains 
than ever before. 

It’s pretty easy to run a local event, as 
long as you're willing to put in some time 
and effort. Here’s how to get involved as 
a 1996 Trash Captain: 

1. You can be a dive store, company, 
instructor, divemaster, diver or con- 
cerned citizen of any age, preferably with 
at least a couple of diving friends. 

2. You need to select a place to hold 
your U/W cleanup. Typically, this is not a 
dive site, since divers regularly police 








those sites and remove any debris while 
they are diving, anyway. We're looking 
for lakes, streams, rivers (Some folks did 
the lake in Central Park, New York City) 
and places in all 50 states. 

3. Once you get this far, help is just a 
telephone call away. You call the CMC 
Cleanup Hotline—(800) CMC-BEACH or 
(804) 851-4183—and let them know 
you'd like to be a Trash Captain. They will 
put you in touch with folks who will helo 


month before September 21) will contain 
a listing of all Trash Captains and their 
projects. We will be strongly encourag- 
ing divers to look in this directory and 
contact your local Trash Captain to par- 
ticipate in the event. PADI, CMC and 
other sponsors will also be sending 
copies of the activities to divers as well. 
In the sidebar accompanying this arti- 
cle, we supply you with a countdown of 
participating states and countries. Give 


diving areas and publicizing local events, 
not statewide events. We're just keeping 
track of it state by state, country by 
country, for now. 

At the heart of this very successful 
program is the key role the Trash 
Captains play in planning and staging 
the cleanup. CMC has guidelines for 
creating one if you have additional ques- 
tions. Participation is not strictly limited 
to divers, either. We need drivers, trucks 


supply you with plastic bags, trash 
counting cards (in order to report the 
amount and type of stuff you collect) 
and any thing else you might need. 

4. While U/W cleanups are wel- 
come any time of the year, Saturday, 
September 21, 1996, is designated 
as International U/W Cleanup Day. 
Your local event can last an hour, a 
dive’s worth or any amount of time. 
You get to structure whether or not to 
have a party afterward, etc. These are 
truly fun, local diving events and no 
set of preconditions could ever hope 
to match the ingenuity of divers given the 
challenge of having fun! 

5. Once you follow the above steps, 
we'll step in and give you a hand. Our 
September issue (which comes to the 
newsstands and subscribers a full 


or pick-ups, folks to helo count and 
record the trash and cart it away. 
The whole family can participate. In 
the cleanup | participated in last 
year in Key Largo, it was rewarding 
to see SO many very young (four to 
ten years old) participants. 

What was doubly interesting was 
the question posed to me by a Six 
year old young lady. AS we were 
bagging trash | had just removed 
from a stand of mangroves, she 
looked at me with a mixture of inno- 
cence and bewilderment. “Why do 
people throw this stuff here, anyway?” 
she asked. 

The answer(s) to that very good ques- 
tion is the reason every diver should con- 
sider being a Trash Captain or participat- 
ing in this year’s U/W Cleanup. =#* 


photo/Susan Swygert 





Bonaire’s enthusiastic cleanup partici- 
pants show off their collection of trash. 


it a quick check to make sure your state 
or country isn’t left out. And, remember, 
we will be splitting the states into local 
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The Port Jackson 


ou won't have trouble identifying the 

Port Jackson Shark, it’s unmistak- 
able. Amember of the Bullhead Shark 
family, Heterodontus portusjacksoni has 
a distinctive shape and distinctive mark- 
ings. Also, it is found only off the south- 
eastern, southern and southwestern 
coasts of Australia, including Tasmania. 

The Port Jackson Shark is notable for 
its pig-like snout, large nostrils and 
ridges above the eyes. Each of the two 
dorsal fins has a sharp spine at its base. 
This shark also has a broad black band 
running over the top of the head, through 
the eyes and down the cheeks as well as 
body markings that look like a harness. 
This black bar runs over the top of the 
body in front of the first dorsal fin, then 
splits in two. One bar continues down to 
the pectoral fin, the other to the pelvic fin. 

The Port Jackson Shark is found in 
depths ranging from 20 feet on down to 
600. It can grow to lengths of five and a 
half feet but most adults are usually 
about four and a half feet long. The teeth 
are designed for grinding and the shark’s 
favorite food is sea urchins, mollusks, 
fish and crustaceans, for which it forages 
on the bottom. The shark is nocturnal, ly- 
ing in crevices during the day, eating and 
mating at night. 

All of the Bullhead Sharks have unusu- 
al eggcases. The Port Jackson Shark 
lays a dark green, screw shaped egg- 
case. The female is very particular about 
where she lays her eggs, often returning 
to the same place year after year. Several 
females may share an egglaying area. 
The female is also very particular about 
the placement of an eggcase, picking it 
up with her mouth and wedging it ina 
crevice or other protected space. The 
shape and whorls of the eggcase pre- 
vent It from being removed. A female will 
lay 10 to 16 eggcases over a period of 
several weeks. The embryos develop in 
the eggcase for 9 to 12 months before 
hatching. 

Male and female juveniles live together 
in bays and estuaries for several years. 
Just before sexual maturity, the males 
and females form separate groups, 
probably moving to the outer edges of 
the continental shelf. After several years, 
they join adult populations. 

The Bullhead Shark family, order 
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(Heterodontus portusjacksoni) 


BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 





Small 
mouth 


Black ban 


Heterodontiformes, consists of only one 
genus with eight species. We featured 
another Bullhead, a Horn Shark (Hetero- 
Contus francisci) found off California, as 
one of the five sharks least dangerous to 
divers in this column in April 1995. 
Besides their distinctive shapes and fin 
spines, Bullheads have anal fins, nasal 
flaps, five gill slits and small spiracles be- 
hind and below the eyes. The skin is very 
rough. According to Sharks in Question: 
The Smithsonian Answer Book, “Shark 
skin is unique: tough, abrasive, and com- 
posed of tiny, hard, implanted tooth-like 
scales called...denticles.” Similar to teeth 
in structure, denticles have a hard outer 
layer of enamel. Macro photographs of a 
shark's skin underwater are impossible 
with most species but, since Bullheads 
are sluggish bottom dwellers, this is 


The bottom dwelling Port Jackson Shark 
is found in temperate and subtropical 
waters off Australia. Usually about four 
and a half feet long, its markings and fin 
spines make this shark easy to identify. 


much easier. Approach slowly and care- 
fully, don’t startle or harass the shark. 
Your macro photographs will clearly 
show the tiny, triangular denticles. 

Bullhead Sharks adapt well to captivity, 
living in aquariums for years. They will grow 
to adulthood, mate and even lay eggs. 

Because it is a small, slow moving 
shark, with a small mouth and teeth 
adapted for grinding, not biting, the Port 
Jackson Shark is considered harmless to 
people. However, scuba divers should 
not harass it because “it can deliver a 
painful nip when provoked” (FAO 
Species Catalogue). = 
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The Most Advanced Sports Watches In The World. 


/ qualand® The world’s first professional 
diving watch with a depth sensor. 200 
meter water-resistant with depth and dive 
time alarms. Hyper Aqualand software 
transfers dive log data to a PC, and is 
Microsoft Windows® compatible. There are 
over 15 Aqualand models to choose from. 
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The Mares Story of Efficiency, Proper Fin Selection and 
Diving Performance 


BY BILL GLEASON 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY WALT STEARNS 


ust how do you kick properly under- 

water? The usual answer to this 
question, “Keep your legs straight and 
use a slow, strong kick,” may be mis- 
leading, as it assumes everyone has the 
same equipment, dives in the same con- 
ditions, uses the same fins and shares a 
common aerobic conditioning. Since 
none of the statements above is true, just 
what are the components of proper un- 
derwater propulsion? What’s the easiest 
way to get from point A to point B, 
what’s the best equipment and what’s 
the most efficient way to use it? 

Luckily, there’s a diving company 
headquartered in Rapallo, Italy that has 
been studying the subject of proper fin 
propulsion for nearly 30 years. In the 
course of researching and testing fin 
propulsion over the last few decades, 
Mares has also turned the dive industry 
| upside down a couple of times when its 


research and develooment discovered 
new ways to increase fin performance. 

In 1976, Mares introduced the Power 
Plana, revolutionizing fin technology and 
laying the groundwork for today’s high 
performance fins. Mares also introduced 
the Adjustable Swivel Buckle Strap 
(1985), created the first fins with specially 
constructed grooves to improve efficien- 
cy (Channel Thrust Power System, 1985) 
and continues to modify and innovate fin 
technology through its brand new, mar- 
ket leading (1996) Adjustable Binding 
System (ABS). 


TEMPERATURE: 
A DECIDING FACTOR 
One of the first factors determining fin 
selection and performance Is water 
temperature. Water colder than 70°F 
dictates the use of open heel fins so 
there’s room for neoprene boots. Water 


warmer than 70°F, particularly the high 
70s and low 80s, typically found in most 
tropical resort settings, allows use of a 
full footpocket fin. Yet, it’s typical to see 
divers dragging their cold water fins to 
warm water. While having one pair of 
fins may be economical, you sacrifice 
quite a bit of performance by wearing 
warm or cold water fins in their reverse 
environments. Consider: 

1. You don’t need neoprene boots for 
warmth in warm water. Wearing them 
means your feet have extra buoyancy 
and may tend to make your legs float. 
You counter this by kicking more, using 
more energy or wearing more weight. 
None of this makes you more efficient, it 
does just the opposite. 

2. The larger footpockets on open heel 
fins create more drag than streamlined 
full footpocket fins. It may not seem like 
much but it’s significant. The more 
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rugged construction of open heel fins 
means you have more fin to push 
around. This doesn’t mean more propul- 
sion, It means more resistance. 


CONDITIONING 

After temperature, your aerobic and 
anaerobic conditioning also affect your 
fin choice. Even a well-conditioned 
swimmer who doesn’t work out regularly 
wearing fins can end up with muscle 
cramps if the fins are too large (in terms 
of water resistance, not necessarily over- 
all size) or too stiff. The best conditioning 
for swimming with fins underwater is, 
you may have guessed, swimming with 
fins underwater! 

Surface swimming (usually requiring a 
shallower motion than underwater swim- 
ming) is its own skill. This is where the 
traditional advice may be misleading. In 
order to move quickly and efficiently 
through the water, you need to increase 
the rate of your kick. Large bladed fins in- 
crease power with each individual thrust 
but leg muscles may groan at the effort! 
So, if soeed and efficiency are your 
goals, you have to incorporate your rate 
of kicking into the equation. Having larg- 
er fins, all other factors being equal, will 
provide more power. Being able to sus- 
tain kicking with large fins may be more 
than most divers can handle. Just watch 
how a fish accelerates. It moves its tail 
faster but no adjustment is made in over- 
all fin size. 
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Dive conditions and activities, such 
as fishwatching and photography, 
can determine a diver’s choice of fins. 








Mares Fins Performance Features 


Quattro 

Recommended for freediving | 
Recommended for snorkeling _ | ees 
Recommended for scuba diving | Yes 
Performance level (1-10) | 10+ 
70°F or warmer | Yes 
TOME ESTE cians ody gasp tee 
Pchannelmembrane 
4channelmembrane | Yes 
Direct Line Thrust technology | Yes 

| 


So it is with divers. If you only kick your 
fins slowly and deeply, you may be sacri- 
ficing thrust for power—not to mention 
attaining sore quads and ankles! In warm 
water, you can generally choose thrust 
over power. Smaller bladed fins (and full 
footpocket fins) are the logical choice to 
both maintain you in the water witha 
slow kick and deliver optimal speed by 
allowing you to increase the rate of your 
kick without excessive demands on your 
leg muscles. 


DIVING CONDITIONS 
There may be cold water situations, 
particularly when you encounter current, 
where smaller fins can’t deliver the pow- 
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Avanti PlanaSL Avantil Avanti HP 
| | Yes | 
ablemmerre CES 
Yes | Yes | Yes |. Yes 
See ee eae eS 
Yes | Yes | Yes | Yes 

Cm ac eae 
Yes | | Yes | Yes 
| | 
Loe | | 
Yes | | Yes | Yes 
| | | 


er (at a slow kick) larger fins can. In this 
case, power is more important than 
thrust; larger fins are the ticket! Coupled 
with neoprene suits, larger BCs and 
even multiple tank systems, cold water 
divers need to deliver more power per 
slow kick than their warm water friends. 
This is where you choose the optimal 
blade size and stiffness your legs can 
reasonably handle with a slow kick. 


EFFICIENCY 
True fin performance is measured by 
efficiency, by comparing how much 
power and thrust are delivered with 
equal effort. Here, the design of the 
Mares fin line truly leads the diving 


[i . 
“TERY kK 
ine oer, 

j 


‘ 
, Ss :. —— om 


y i 
° foi 
fi $ 
4 
Hy v4 


jpive into the ag.) 


of I 5. | 


ath LT Ok 
1 ie Pee hh 3 ie 
RECS ceed OM isc, 


Fin selection should be 
determined by physique, 
diving style and activities. 


Comparison of Mares Fins 


Quattro Avanti L 
Type | Open heel | Full foot 
Material | Thermo- | Thermo- 
| plastic rubber/ | plastic rubber/ 
| Tecralene | Tecralene 
Eka een oie Scie bg oe 
Sizes | Small, regular | 38/39, 40/41, 
| extra-large | 42/43, 44/45 
Color | Yellow, blue, | Lime, black 
| lime, black, | metal 
| metal, red | 
| | 
Retail price | $144.95 | $124.95 


| 


world. The Direct Line Thrust design of 
the fins, expressed in their long, graceful 
lines, forces more water behind the diver 
rather than to the side. This translates to 
| optimal performance with a slow kick. 
The channels built into the fins allow you 
to increase the thrust by increasing your 
rate of kicking, while still channeling the 
force of the kick behind you. When you 
increase the speed of the kick, you also 
increase thrust and power—the only fins 
in the world designed to do both. The 
channels in the fin flare out in proportion 
to increased speed and power. You may 
never have to use the maximum 











Avanti Avanti HP Plana SL 
| | | 
| Open heel | Full foot Open heel 
ne a a 
| Thermo- | Thermo- Thermo- 
| 
| plastic rubber/ | plastic rubber/ | plastic rubber/ 
| Tecralene Tecralene | Tecralene 
| Small, regular | 36/37, 38/39, | Small, 
| extra-large 40/41, 42/43 | regular 
| 44/45, 46/47 
| Yellow, blue, | Yellow, blue, | Yellow, blue, 
| lime, | lime, | lime, 
| flamingo, | flamingo, | flamingo, 
blackmetal, | black metal, | black metal, 
| pink | pink : pink 
| | 
! $114.95 | $69.95 | $59.95 


thrust/power the fins can provide but the 
efficiency of the design allows you the 
best of both worlds. There is efficient 
power at relatively low rates of kicking 
speed (as would be normal for slow reef 
cruising); increased speed and thrust 
are attained by adjusting your rate of 
kicking. Don’t try to go faster by increas- 
ing your rate of deep kicks. Your mus- 
cles (unless superbly and specifically 
conditioned) can’t take that kind of 
abuse for long. Instead, increase the 
rate of kicking, using a shallower kick, 
and you'll find yourself flying along com- 
fortably. The rib edges of Mares fins are 


y fe Mares’ 

4 elute (oReli 
styles (far left) 
Tateliere(cuieli piers) 3 

fins (left) for warm 

VF) Ccimeliviale pr: l are, 

open heel fins with 
quick-release buckles 
bial iowelarei(e) 





also specially designed to increase wa- 
ter channeling at any kick rate, an impor- 
tant factor in overall diver performance 
and efficiency. 


ADJUSTABLE 
BINDING SYSTEM 

Bells and whistles are always nice, 
particularly when they do exactly what 
they are supposed to, and that’s the 
case with the Mares designed ABS. At 
the beginning of the dive, simply slide the 
open heel fin on; you can adjust the strap 
tension with one hand (leaving your other 
hand free to balance yourself). At the end 
of a dive, simply release one side of the 
finstrap and your foot Is free. Hand up 
your fins and it’s time to start swapping 
diving tales! 


CONCLUSION 

Many factors go into proper fin selec- 
tion and while bigger is sometimes bet- 
ter, often it’s not! Remember that long, 
slow kicking is designed for average reef 
cruising (in warm or cold water); increas- 
ing your speed comfortably underwater 
(and being able to sustain it) is accom- 
plished by increasing the rate of kicking 
and reducing those deep kicks to mod- 
erate ones at a faster pace. Variable re- 
sistance fins, such as all members of the 
Mares line, give divers a lot more latitude 
at slow speeds and higher performance 
at high speeds, all packed in a single 
open heel or full footpocket fin. = 
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Scientific testing. 

Plana Avanti Quattro outperforms all other 
fins with its thrust, power, efficiency and fit. 
The Quattro superiority has been demon- 
strated with the help of special testing 
equipment designed jointly with the Institute 
of Technology and Mechanics of Genoa 
University. 


Avanti, patented features make 

the difference. 

With the Avanti patent, the blade is designed 
with channels to optimize thrust and minimize 
effort. The blade of Plana Avanti Quattro by 
Mares comes with four channels. According 
to testing, it is 20% more efficient than 
traditional fins. 


Blade stabilizers, rlbs and rubber. 

The blade stabilizers (Mares patent) improve 
kick stability and prevent ankle twisting. The 
patented side ribs in thermoplastic rubber 
(Mares patent) enhance elastic response and 
maximize the fin resistance to cuts and 
abrasion. 


Greatest comfort. 

The anatomic foot-pocket features new 
internal Tecralene® ribs to improve fit and 
stiffen the sole. These internal ribs transfer 
the leg power to the fin without affecting 
performance. 


ABS, one finger fastening. 

With the Mares ABS, (Automatic Buckle 
System), one hand is needed for strap 
adjustment and only one finger is needed to 
fasten and release the side buckles. Another 
example of Mares technology delivering 
functional benefits. 
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Diving First Aid 
BY DENNIS K. GRAVER 
Is a diver with standard first aid training adequately prepared to help an injured div- 
er? What differences, if any, are there between standard first aid and diving first 


aid? Answer the following questions to determine if you are adequately prepared or 
if you need additional training. 


TRUE OR FALSE: 

1. Abalanced electrolyte solution is the recommended drink for injured scuba divers. 

2. Whenever possible, take injured scuba divers to the nearest hyperbaric facility. 

3. Thesigns and symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning are most pronounced after a diver exits the water. 
4 


. lf you are delegating tasks, your top priority after you recover a nonbreathing diver is to get someone to check 
the casualty’s airway, breathing and circulation. 


5. Diving accident victims should be placed in the modified Trendelenberg position (head lower than the hips with 
the entire body tilted to the left). 


6. When positioning a casualty on shore at the edge of the water, place the subject perpendicular to the water with 
the feet higher than the head. 


7. The pack strap carry is the preferred rescue exit technique at a shallow, sloping beach. 

8. The purpose of a secondary survey is to determine an injured person’s vital signs. 

9. Adiver may experience pulmonary barotrauma during a normal, breathing ascent. 

10. Decompression illness and decompression sickness are synonymous. 

. Aneurological evaluation is the most important first aid measure for decompression illness. 

12. When a diver coughs up pink, frothy sputum, it means he/she has suffered an air embolism. 

13. Soaking with vinegar is the first aid for all jellyfish stings. 

14. Soaking with vinegar is the primary first aid measure for venomous marine life puncture wounds. 
15. Incision and suction are the primary first aid measures for seasnake bites. 

16. Notall divers should receive oxygen as a first aid measure. 


17. If aseriously injured diver recovers and feels fine after receiving first aid, medical evaluation and treatment are 
not required. 


18. It isnot possible to do rescue breathing in the water for a casualty with a suspected neck injury. 
19. Asecondary survey includes an interview, vital signs check and a head to toe examination. 
20. Ease of breathing is the primary reason for placing a breathing casualty on his or her side. 





21. Unexplained, sudden diving fatalities are most likely to occur during ascent. 

22. You should never leave a diving casualty alone at any time for any reason. 

23. You should never move an injured diver unless a situation presents a danger to you or to the injured diver. 
24. The most important first aid measure for shock is to elevate the feet. 

25. Atension pneumothorax can produce life-threatening shock by restricting circulation. 
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DIVER’S CALENDAR 


Broward County 
Reef Sweep 


Ocean Watch Foundation, a Ft. 
Lauderdale environmental organization, 
will hold its eighth annual Broward 
County Reef Sweep June 8. In 1995, 
300 divers removed 2,634 pounds of 
trash. Some of the more novel items 
found included a toilet bowl, rubber alli- 
gator, personal massage appliance, fire 
hose and a “Rude Boy” T-shirt. 

A post sweep party will be held at Ft. 
Lauderdale’s Marina Bay Resort, featur- 
ing live dance music by The Fabulons. 

For more information, contact D.J. 
Meeks at (954) 474-7744, »# 


U/W Treasure Hunt 


Rick’s Dive and Travel Centers will host 
their 18th annual Underwater Treasure 
Hunt June 9 at Lake Ouachita, Hot 
Springs, Arkansas. More than $6,000 in 
trios and prizes will be given away. The en- 
try fee is $25 and includes a free T-shirt. 

For information, call (601) 753-6004; fax 
(501) 753-5150. =3® 


DAN Oxygen Course 

The DAN oxygen provider course will 
be offered June 13, July 31 and August 
12 and 29 through Smith Diving in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. The instructor is 
Bill King. The course fee is $60 for DAN 
members; $85 for non-members. 

For registration or further information, 
call (612) 789-3483. = 


Scuba ’96 

The Scuba ’96 diving exhibition will 
take place June 21 through 23 at the 
Queen Mary, Long Beach, California. In 
its ninth year, this show features a contin- 
uous underwater film festival, including ex- 
cellent films, seminars by top diving ex- 
perts, exhibitor presentations, Casino 
Party and doorprizes. Admission is $8; 
seminars and Casino Party are additional. 

For information, call (810) 792-2333; 
fax (310) 792-2336. = 


Conchologists of America 

The annual convention of the 
Conchologists of America will be held 
July 14 through 20 in St. Petersburg, 
Florida. The event is soonsored by the 
St. Petersburg Shell Club and will include 
slide shows, shell programs, a bourse, 
local shelling and diving excursions, an 
auction, a field trio to the Tampa 
Aquarium and more. Accommodations 
will be at the lovely beachside Trade- 
Winds Resort. 

For reservations, call (800) 808-9833, 
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(813) 367-6461 or fax (813) 367-4567. 
For information on the St.Petersburg 
Shell club or to enquire about convention 
events, call Florence Kuczynski at (813) 
381-7932. = 


International Society of 


Aquatic Medicine 

The fourth annual summer meeting of 
ISAM will be held August 3 through 10 at 
the Fiesta Americana on Cozumel. Thirty 
hours of category 11 CME credit will be 
available from the University of Tennessee, 
School of Medicine. NAUI certification for 
divemaster and dive instructor will be of- 
fered for qualified participants. 

For more information, contact Alan E. 
Thompson, M.D. at (910) 452-1452 or 
fax (910) 799-5209 or write to ISAM, 
6420 Turtle Hall Drive, Wilmington, NC 
28409. > 


Cayman Madness 

Bob Soto’s Diving and Caribbean Dive 
Tours are hosting seven consecutive 
weeks of diving and social events from 
August 29 to October 24 (not including 
October 4 to 10). This “dive and party” 
week-long package includes round trip air- 
fare via Cayman Airways or Northwest 
Airlines, accommodations, daily diving and 
social activities, featuring the popular un- 
derwater treasure hunt. Additionally, there 
will be free dive equipment testing and 
use of Nikonos V cameras and strobes. 
Hundreds of prizes, totaling $75,000, will 
be given away. 

For more information, contact Carib- 
bean Dive Tours at (800) 786-3483. = 


Oceans ’96 

This year’s Oceans ’96 conference will 
be held September 23 through 26 at 
The Greater Fort Lauderdale/Broward 
County Convention Center. This year’s 
theme is The Coastal Ocean—Prospects 
for the 21st Century. The littoral zones of 
global oceans and future technologies will 
be highlighted; nine technical sessions are 
planned, encompassing more than 60 
ocean related areas, as are various other 
sessions. 

For information write to 445 Hoes Lane. 
P.O. Box 1331, Piscataway, NJ 08855, 
Attn: Financial Services Department. Or, 
call (908) 562-5362, fax (908) 981-0538, 
e-mail: Oceans’96@ IEEE.org or peruse 
the web site at http://auviom1.tamu. 
edu/oes/, = 
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I MASKS, FINS, SNORKELS 


Ocean Guide's State of the Art 


Scuba/Snorkeling Set 


hen we buy the basic diving es- 

sentials—mask, fins and snor- 
kel—we usually wear them for many 
years. | still dive with my first set of fins 
and my first mask and snorkel remain in 
commission, having been passed 
along to my various aquatic nieces and 
nephews. | sought high and low for that 
elusive combination of perfect fit, per- 
formance, style (yes, vanity, | admit it) 
and affordability. Well, if you’re a first 
time buyer or looking to upgrade your 
current gear, you might take a close 
























look at Ocean 
Guide. This com- 
pany is relatively 
new to the market 
and, in its case, it 
means no bad habits. 
The gear benefits from 
the latest in dive technolo- 

gy; the company uses real 
divers to refine, test and im- 
prove it. Consequently, its inno- 
vations invariably result in a com- 
fortable, well made and greatly ad- 
vanced piece of equipment. What’s 
even better, the top of the line gear is, 
as you will see, affordable. 


MK250 DIVE MASK 

Whether to a tropical island, a near- 
by beach or an icy lake, anyone who 
has carted gear around for any dis- 
tance doesn’t want to be bothered, af- 
ter all that effort, by an ill-fitting mask— 
fit and comfort are paramount. It is, af- 
ter all, our window to an alien world 
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Form, 
Function 
and 
Good Looks 


BY TY SAWYER 


PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 











Ocean Guide’s FN409 Hydro Blade, MK250 
Mask and SK309 Snorkel are packed with 
technological advancements and innova- 
tions yet remain pleasantly affordable. 


we ve taken a lot of time and effort to 
enjoy and explore. In the MK250, 
Ocean Guide has pressed nearly every 
possible innovation into one fantastic 
mask. The silicone skirt is wide, soft 
and supple for a solid and snug fit; ap- 
propriate for a wide variety of face sizes 
and shapes. The springless, swiveling 


USER COMMENTS 
MK250 MASK 


Fit: “The soft silicone skirt 
fit snugly and comfortably; 
the wide strap and adjustable 
swivel buckles allowed me to 
fine tune it perfectly.” 

Low volume design: “The 
ultra low volume afforded by 
the split lens configuration 
made clearing effortless and, 
with the lenses closer to my 
eyes, allowed a greater field 
of view.” 


buckle is so simple to adjust it can be 

done on the fly. Just lift the release but- 

ton and the strap slides effortlessly into 

the desired position. The strap itself 

is made of the same soft silicone 

as the skirt and is extra wide to 

provide maximum comfort 
and a secure hold. 

The dual lens config- 

uration provides many 

advantages—ultra 

low volume, for one. 

Clearing is quick and 

simple and drag is 

kept to a minimum. 

And, because the two 

lenses are closer to your 

eyes (and because they are 

large to begin with) your field of 

view Is increased. For those 

among us who sit too close to com- 

puter screens or have otherwise devel- 

oped a need for corrective vision, the 

lenses are interchangeable with easily 

installed optical lenses. 

The nose pocket can accommodate 

a complete range of sniffers and there 

is ample room for easy equalization 

even when wearing thick gloves. The 











The MK250 ultra low volume, split lens 
mask has a supple silicone skirt, wide 
strap and springless, swiveling buckles. 


injection molded frame is solidly pro- 
tective and available in a wide range of 
fashionable colors—blue, green, pink, 
yellow, black and clear. The MK250 
mask retails for $41.95. 

Unless your face is devoid of con- 
tour, chances are this mask will fit well. 
Granted, not everyone has the same 
face and for that reason Ocean Guide 
offers a complete line of equally as well 
engineered and thought out mask 
frames and styles for every diver’s 
unique needs. 


FN409 HYDRO BLADE 

Today’s fins have improved in 
miraculous ways as a result of techno- 
logical advancements. Resiliency, 
strength, power and comfort are all 
combined into Ocean Guide’s Hydro 
Blade, a top of the line fin by any mea- 
sure. The first noticeable innovations 
are the ridges running along the front 
and back. These help channel the wa- 


USER COMMENTS 
FN409 HYDRO BLADE 


Comfort: “The thermo- 
plastic footpocket is soft yet 
sturdy for a good feel in the 
water.” 

Workload: “A good amount 
of thrust per finstroke.” 

Con: “This is a lot of fin to 
move through the water. The 
user needs to have fairly 
good lower body strength.” 


ter to transfer the power of a kick into 
forward thrust. A flexible thermoplastic 
center strip runs the full length of each 
fin. This more pliant material creates a 
superior and more efficient hydrody- 
namic curve that results in increased 
propulsion and reduced resistance 
during the kick cycle. More power 
means less work and reduced air con- 
sumption, resulting in more time below 


The technically innovative FN409 Hydro 
Blade combines resiliency, strength, 
power and exceptional comfort. 


and more fun. The fin also has a com- 
fortable-as-an-old-shoe thermoplastic 
open heel footpocket bonded to the 
thermoplastic blade. This gives your 
foot and fin a feeling of interconnected- 
ness. There are also several nonskid 
ridges under the footpocket for sure- 
footedness on deck. Add swivel buck- 
les for easy donning and doffing anda 
pushbutton adjustable fin strap for a 
tailor made fit and you have just about 
all you could ask for in a fin of any cal- 
iber. The Hydro Blade comes in black, 
blue, yellow, green, pink and white and 
in sizes medium, large and extra large. 
This advanced, high power, low work 
fin retails for only $92.95. 


SK309 SNORKEL 

If you're like me, when you snorkel 
you stay under until the last possible 
moment has elapsed. When you as- 
cend to the surface, you rise with a pur- 
pose and an imperative as old as 
time—you need anice big gulp of air, 
you need it fast and you need it, prefer- 
ably, saltwater free. That’s usually a lot 
to ask from some plastic tube witha 
mouthpiece. But, Ocean Guide has 
definitely developed an easy breather 
with incredibly dry air delivery. The 
SKS309 Snorkel has an air passage am- 
ple enough to satisfy your greatest de- 
mand for air. The soft silicone mouth- 
piece rests comfortably in your mouth 
and the bite tabs reduce jaw fatigue. 
This mouthpiece is also completely ad- 
justable for natural placement owing to 
the flexible hose. Smooth on the inside 
for easy air passage and no trapping of 
water, the hose is corrugated on the 
exterior for a full range of movement. 
The SK309’s purge valve functions ex- 
ceptionally well, discharging water with 
a quick exhalation. On the end of the 
snorkel, there is an ingenious device 
that, on first inspection, looks like a 
whistle. This clever attachment guides 
water that might wash over the snorkel 
away from the opening while keeping 
the air passage clear for breathing. It 
works wonderfully, especially when 








The comfortable SK309 dry snorkel 
has a flexible hose, excellent purge 
valve and soft, silicone mouthpiece. 


combined with the smooth bore of the 
air passage and the easy purging valve, 
in ensuring your air passage will remain 
as free from water as possible. There is 
also a handy plastic snap-on keeper for 
simple and secure attachment to a 
mask. The SK309 comes in black, 
blue, yellow, pink, white, green and 
clear. For $29.95 you will be hard- 


USER COMMENTS 
SK309 SNORKEL 


Dry air delivery: “During a 
long surface swim, the SK309 
provided a sufficiently dry 
breath of air while my breath- 
ing remained normal and un- 
strained. The purge valve was 
efficient and quick when 
needed.” 

Comfort: “Because the 
hose is flexible, | was able to 
situate the mouthpiece in the 
most natural position possi- 
ble. My jaw fatigue was al- 
most nil.” 


pressed to find a better bargain ora 
more exceptional snorkel. 


CONCLUSION 

As divers and consumers we all 
want to feel we get our money’s worth 
for our purchases. Ocean Guide has 
responded to divers’ need for top flight 
equipment at an affordable price with 
its MK250 Dive Mask, SK309 Snorkel. 
and the FN409 Hydro Blade. All feature 
innovative, advanced technology, won- 
derful usability and almost miraculous 
affordability. In a world where genuine 
bargains are few and far between, it’s 
pleasant to see a company looking out 
for its consumers in such a friendly and 
commendable way. For information on 
Ocean Guide’s complete line of high 
quality dive equipment, fax (810) 212- 
3044, "a 
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DIVING MEDICINE 


= ars have several parts, each with its 
own unique set of diving related dis- 
orders. The external ear includes the ear 
itself and the canal leading to the 
eardrum. The eardrum separates the ex- 
ternal from the middle and inner ear. 


EXTERNAL EAR PROBLEMS 
The ear structure can be injured by 
trauma. Feeding fish U/W sometimes in- 
vites a nip on the ear by a dissatisfied cus- 
tomer. Occasionally, a fish bite becomes 
severe enough to require treatment. 
SWIMMER’S EAR. External canal infec- 
tions, sometimes called swimmer’s ear, 
occur when water accumulates and re- 
mains long enough to allow bacteria and 
fungus to grow. This is best prevented by 
removing water from the ear canal. You 
know when there’s water in there because 
a rumbling sound will be heard when you 
move your head. Prevention of external in- 
fections is best done by using a commer- 
cial drying solution such as Otic Domeboro 
or Auro-Dri. A few drops in each ear before 
and after water exposure is adequate. 
ExostToses. When divers are con- 
stantly exposed to cold water, bony 
growths, called exostoses, may develop 
in the external ear canal. They will ulti- 
mately grow large enough to block the 
canal, causing diminished hearing and 
infections because water cannot drain. 
Both ear canals are involved but the 
eardrum is rarely, if ever, affected. These 
growths are not tumors. Some experts 
think they are a natural reaction to pre- 
vent cold water from reaching the 
eardrum. Ending the cold water expo- 
sure usually stops the growth but the 
growths do not disappear when the cold 
stimulus is removed. If they become 
large and block the ear canal, they must 
be removed surgically but there is a risk 
of damage to the eardrum and to nerves 
that control the facial muscles. Covering 
the ear canals with a hood when ex- 
posed to cold water can help in preven- 
tion. The hood will trap water and allow it 
to warm enough to avoid cold irritation. 
Exostoses are easily diagnosed. A 
physician can see them when examining 
the external ear canal with an otoscope. 


MIDDLE EAR PROBLEMS 
The middle ear includes the chamber 
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Middle Ear. 


Eardrum 


External 
Canal 


Round Window 


Ear Problems With Diving 


Inner Ear 


Theearisa — 
complex struc- | 
ture with the | 
potential for — 
several unique — 
diving disorders. — 
Protection and — 
prevention are — 
the solutions to — 
healthy ears. — 


Cochlea 


Eustachian Tube 





small bones of the ear that transmit Sound 
to the hearing organ. Connected into the 
middle ear is the eustachian tube from the 
throat—necessary for pressure equaliza- 
tion—and the mastoid cells, which are 
spaces in the bone of the skull. The mid- 
dle ear is easily injured by barotrauma 
(Squeeze) and is susceptible to infection. 
EAR SQUEEZE. Ear squeeze, with injury 
to the eardrum, is the most common div- 
ing related illness. Difficulty clearing or 
equalizing the ears is a problem that ev- 
ery diver has experienced. It occurs 
when you cannot open the eustachian 
tubes to allow air to enter the middle ear 
and balance the pressure across the 
eardrum (see the ear diagram). To avoid 
ear squeeze, be sure there is no conges- 
tion in your nose or throat when you dive. 
Begin clearing your ears on the surface, 
before you descend, and continue to 
clear every foot or two as you go down. 
Waiting for ear pain to occur before you 
try to equalize is a bad habit. Usually, you 
will be unable to clear the blocked ear at 
this stage. You must ascend three or four 
feet, equalize, then try another descent. 
Besides causing direct injury to the 
eardrum, middle ear squeeze produces a 
swelling of the lining of the middle ear and 
eustachian tube plus fluid and blood ac- 
cumulation in the middle ear. Often, the 
fluid will persist until the swelling has sub- 
sided and normal eustachian tube func- 
tion returns. This frequently requires five 
or six days and occasionally one to two 
weeks. The presence of other factors, 


smoking, can prolong the recovery peri- 
od. With middle ear fluid accumulation, 
sound is not transmitted properly to the 
inner ear but it still responds to noises 
present in the head that are usually 
masked by outside sounds. Thus, an oc- 
casional hissing or buzzing can be heard. 
Hissing or buzzing following an ear 
squeeze may indicate middle ear or inner 
ear injury. If these sounds are not accom- 
panied by other inner ear injury symp- 
toms—such as vertigo or hearing loss— 
are not loud or are intermittent, they are 

probably related to middle ear squeeze. 
As mentioned above, squeeze can be 
avoided by clearing the ears every foot or 
two during descent. When a squeeze oc- 
curs, there is some damage to the ear- 
drum. If the damage is severe and ear 
problems persist for several days, medi- 
cal attention should be sought. Most 
middle ear squeeze can be successfully 
treated with medication but you should 

not dive until the ear is completely clear. 
INFECTIONS. A blocked middle ear ow- 
ing to eustachian tube obstruction, re- 
peated ear squeeze or water entering the 
middle ear from a perforated eardrum, 
can result in a middle ear infection, per- 
manent perforation of the eardrum and 
reduced hearing. These consequences 
are fully preventable by careful attention 
to ear equalization when diving. If your 
ears won't equalize, don’t dive until they 
do. If you have repeated trouble equaliz- 
ing, have an ear and nose evaluation by a 
(Continued on Page 50) 
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U.S. Divers has everybody talking. Introducing the OTS Buddy 
Phone, an affordable underwater communications system that é 
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silent world is now optional for everyone. Sport divers and 
instructors, research and rescue divers, commercial and 
military divers — all can now exercise complete freedom of 
speech. See and hear the OTS Buddy Phone System at 
the U.S. Divers dealer near you, and gear up 
with the #1 Team on the planet. 
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DIVE SUITS 








Henderson’s 


Jerry Garcia Suits 


hile the late Jerry Garcia was best 

Known for his music and lead 
singing role in the classic band 
Known as the Grateful Dead, his 
hours offstage often led him in direc- 
tions far from his music. Jerry was also 
an artist and the designs he created be- 
came world famous. His ties are worn by 
well heeled business folks who want a 
gentle reminder of the vitality of the 
Grateful Dead while sitting in an other- 
wise boring business meeting. Even less 
well Known was Garcia's passion for the 
sea and his love of diving. Yep, that’s 
right, folks, Garcia also traveled the world 
as we do in search of great diving experi- 
ences. His commitment to both diving 
and marine conservation remain, along 
with his songs and art; a lasting tribute to 
this famous artist. 

A couple of years ago, Garcia started 
to think about a signature line of dive- 
wear. He commissioned Henderson 
Aquatics, a leading manufacturer, to try 
out a couple of designs and see what 
happened. The result is the Henderson 
Jerry Garcia Polartec line, which incorpo- 
rates the best of current divewear tech- 
nology (Polartec Thermal Stretch Fabric) 
with the unusual addition of Garcia art to 
the shoulder epaulets. Throw in the logo 
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The Hottest 


Polartec Around! 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY BILL GLEASON 


and presto, you have state of the art tech- 
nology combined with visionary art; a gar- 
ment that is pleasant to the eye while 
capturing all of the superb performance 
characteristics of warm water divewear. 
Polartec is the fabric of choice for 
warm water divers. It replaces 2 to 3mm 
neoprene suits and provides far greater 
warmth than its now almost obsolete 
Lycra cousins. With a Polartec Thermal 
Stretch garment you get all of the bene- 
fits of neoprene with none of the 
drawbacks. Here’s how it works: 
Although the warmth of 2 
to 8mm neoprene equals 


Henderson’s JerryGarcia ,_ 
Polartec divesuit hy 

combines the latest 
in technology with 
Garcia’s unique {4 
artistictouch. /@aKX//72- 





that of Polartec, a Polartec suit is much 

less bulky (both to pack and to wear) 
than neoprene. Polartec suits are also 
neutrally buoyant, requiring no addi- 
tional weights. 

The fleece lining makes a Polartec gar- 
ment easier to slip on than a wetsuit. In 
addition, fleece holds some water while 
you are diving (this adds insulation) then 
repels the water once you’re topside. 
Neoprene garments absorb water and 
hold it for a relatively long time. Putting 
on a wet wetsuit for another dive can be 
more chilling than the dive itself! Polartec 
fleece dries very rapidly. All you have to 
do is leave the suit inside out (that’s the 
way it comes off) and your suit will be dry 
in one-half hour! 





(Continued on Page 31) 






-~ 





aa. ore 
2 5 Gesvarareneel 

























You know how easy the single-use cameras 
are to use and the excellent results they 
provide above water. Now you can get the 
same simplicity of operation and excellent 
results underwater. Start with the Ikelite 
Aquasnap, a 35mm single-use 27 exposure 
camera and place it in an Aquashot II 
housing. The results are amazing. Sharp, 
colorful photographs rivaling those taken by 
expensive underwater camera systems. 
Operates to 125 feet (38m). 


Aquashot Accessories 


Water Correcting Lens allows close focus for 
sharper more colorful photographs. 





Macre Kit focuses 8" for close-ups of small 
| marine creatures. 
| Substrobe AGYS helps to eliminate backscatter 
| and provides more light for enhanced. color. 
| 
| 
| 





NEW AquaSnap Camera 

No need to worry where to buy cameras for 
the Aquashot II housing. Ikelite now offers a 
disposable camera for use above water or in 
the housing. The AquaSnap camera features 
built-in flash and 27-exposure film. 








See the Aquashot II and New AquaSnap 
camera at your local dive shop. 
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Underwater Cleanup Tips 


P articipating in an underwater cleanup 
is a fun way to improve the environ- 
ment, meet other divers and do some- 
thing different on a dive in a familiar area. 

Attention is focused on beach and un- 
derwater cleanups annually during the 
third weekend in September. That’s 
when the Center for Marine Conservation 
coordinates a worldwide cleanup day. 
This year, September 21 is the date you 
may want to organize or participate in a 
cleanup project and be part of a global 
ecological event. 

Want to be part of the solution, not the 
problem? Take note of the following tips 
for safe and effective underwater 
cleanups. 


DIVE TIPS 

When diving in a cleanup, wear all usu- 
al equipment required for scuba diving, 
including a BC and an alternate air 
source. Even in warm water, wear gloves 
and a jumpsuit for abrasion protection. 
Dive with a buddy and follow your dive 
plan. Don’t let an exciting piece of trash 
cause you to run out of air or turn ano 
decompression dive into a decompres- 
sion dive. Make slow ascents and never 
use your BC as aliftoag. 

Coral reefs are alive, So you will want 
your intrusion to be minimal. Be patient 
and move slowly; exercise good buoyan- 
cy control. Make all of your actions slow 
and deliberate. Gently remove things 
from the reef so you do not harm more 
than you help. 

Concentrate on cleaning up a small 
area. It is better to go slow and remove 
trash without disturbing the plants and 
animals than to dive like a road grader 
cutting a swath across the site. Avoid 
touching the living reef with your hands or 
fins. Try to work in a head down, feet up 
position. If your legs are higher than your 
head, it is less likely you will bump the 
reef or stir up a cloud of silt. 


SPECIAL EQUIPMENT 

In addition to your regular diving gear, 
you will need some equipment to make 
trash collection easier. 

e Mesh dive bag—lightweight, easy to 
carry, water flows through, locks shut 
and most trash won’t fall through the 
mesh holes. 

e Side cutters—also called wire cutters 
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BY JEANNE BEAR SLEEPER 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY BILL GLEASON 


Participating in an underwater 
| cleanup is a fun way to improve the 
| environment. This year’s world- 
_ wide cleanup day is September 21. 


or dikes, to cut wire, plastic or monofila- 
ment line. You may want to attach a lan- 
yard to avoid losing the cutters. 

e Toenail clippers—heavy duty, large 
size clippers work well to cut monofila- 
ment line or six-pack plastic rings. 

e Float and line—small sized marker 
buoys can be used to mark items too 
heavy or dangerous for your dive team 
to recover. 

e Liftoag—if you Know how to use a 
liftoag, it can be useful for retrieving filled 
objects or attaching to a mesh bag heavy 
with collected trash. It can also helo keep 
the mesh bag afloat while you are swim- 
ming back to the shore or a boat. 

° Slate—for recording the data, as you 
go, on what is collected. On shore this is 
done with data cards. Grids can be drawn 
on a slate for one buddy to record as the 
other collects items, which saves sorting 
through the trash when back on shore. 


TECHNIQUES AND 
WHAT TO PICK UP 
Knowing what to pick up and how, 
can be tricky. Start with acommon 
sense approach to your decision mak- 
ing. Your goal is to remove unsightly litter 
and trash that may injure animals. In do- 
ing that, do not cause harm to the reef in- 
habitants or yourself. 
For example, if you see a ball of 
monofilament fishing line partially embed- 





ded in coral, do not yank on the line. 
Simply snip the exposed line off with clip- 
pers. This prevents an animal from be- 
coming entangled, yet does not rip apart 
the reef. Using a knife to saw through 
plastic fishing line can also damage the 
Surrounding reef, So stick to side cutters 
or toenail clippers. On the other hand, if 
you find a thick rope, a sharp or serrated 
knife may be the only effective choice. 
Remember that some rubbish may be 
critter refuges and should be left. Use 
good judgment; leave a soft drink can if it 
is someone’s home. If you find garbage 
covered with coral growth, leave It or only 
cut away the part that is free floating and 
could cause harm to marine animals. It is 
a judgment call for you and your buddy. 
Common materials that you may find in- 
clude plastic, glass, rubber, metal, paper, 
wood and cloth. All are foreign to the ma- 
rine environment and have the potential 
for organisms to swallow, become 
trapped, be smothered or be covered up. 
Plastic bags and six pack holders can get 
wrapped around an animal’s neck or 
swallowed, causing slow, painful deaths. 
Fishing line has become more of a prob- 
lem lately as super strong materials have 
come into common use. Fishing line en- 
tangles everything from sponges to scuba 
divers, making it a high priority for removal. 
If you dive around a pier, marina or 
popular anchorage, you may be sur- 








prised at the weird items that end up in 
the water. Beds, toilet bowls, large appli- 
ances, shopping carts, lawn chairs, 
clothes, games, cameras, barbecues 
and sport equipment have been recov- 
ered during recent cleanups. If the 
cleanup site is near navigable waterways 
you may find such trash as food wrap- 
pings, boxes, cocktail glasses or bulk 
produce bags, tossed off ships. If the 
cleanup area is near a commercial fish- 
ing zone, you may retrieve parts of nets, 
floats, salt bags, lures or parts of traps. 

Of course, once the trash is brought to 
shore and collection data tabulated, it 
needs to be placed in trash bags or bins 
and disposed of properly. One of the 
challenges of cleanup organizers is to 
make certain they have big dumpsters 
for the volume of trash that may be col- 
lected, including oversized items. 


WHAT TO AVOID 

An underwater cleanup Is a volunteer, 
recreational activity. You may find haz- 
ardous materials that need to be left for 
professionals to handle. They are be- 
yond the scope of your training and ac- 
ceptable risk factor. 

Avoid touching or coming near any of 
the following items: 

e Fifty-five gallon drums—can be 
harmless or toxic nightmares, so keep 
your distance, mark the area with a buoy 
and notify the appropriate authorities. 

e Five gallon pails—the pail could be a 
pickle pail off a cruise ship or the rem- 
nants of a lethal chemical storage con- 
tainer. Keep your distance. 

e Ordnance—ammunition from shot- 
guns or large military-style ordnance 
should be left untouched. Mark the site 
and report your find to the appropriate 
authorities. 

e Medical waste—syringes, examina- 
tion gloves, bloody bandages or dispos- 
able instruments unfortunately end up in 
the water or washed up on beaches. Do 
not handle these items. Report their lo- 
cation so trained personnel with special 
equipment can retrieve them. Medical 
waste needs to be placed in specially 
designed solid wall containers. 

e Batteries—can leak acid, which is 
extremely dangerous if it comes in con- 
tact with your skin. Do not attempt to 
move large batteries. 

e Glass—is not safe to collect if you 
have a mesh bag. If you are using an ex- 
tra heavy duty, vinyl dive bag that will not 
be punctured by broken glass and have 
heavy gloves that will not be lacerated by 
the sharp edges, then you may be able 
to safely recover broken glass. Itis a 
judgment call; err on the side of safety. 

e Heavy things—do not try to retrieve 
items too heavy for you to safely lift. Even 
if you have a liftoag and can get the Item 

(Continued on Page 52) 
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2-tank Afternoon Dives 


Shore Dives 


PACKAGE INCLUDES: | 
¢7 Nights Hotel/Condo Accommodations } 
e All hotel/condo gratuities and taxes 
e Airport/Hotel/Condo Transfers 

e Unlimited Boat Dives 


e Round trip Mid-week Air from Miami = ["™ 
on Cayman Airways (Add $35 from Tampa 
or $135 from Atlanta/Houston) 


Night Dives 























Cayman Airways 
“Those Who Fly Us, Love Us” 





Not included are meals and Cayman 
Airport Departure Tax of $10. 
Price is per person and 
valid September 5 thru 
December 15, 1996 

(blackout dates apply). 
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he southwest’s most spectacular 
gathering of diving’s elite will take 
place June 7 to 9 In Houston, Texas. 
Divers, retailers, manufacturers and 
those who are just Curious will immerse 
themselves in a watersport extravagan- 
za. SeaSpace was founded in 1969 by 
the Houston Underwater Club. The pro- 
ceeds from the show go to the 1996 
SeaSpace Permanent Education Fund, 
which will award more than $32,000 in 
marine-related scholarships and grants. 
An exhibit hall at the Hyatt Regency 
Hotel will be filled with 150 booths display- 
ing the latest diving and watersport equip- 
ment and presenting environmental aware- 
ness issues. There will also be a number of 
seminars, co-sponsored by PADI, covering 
a wide range of topics. Those curious 
about scuba can take advantage of a free 
introduction in the Hyatt’s pool and chil- 
dren will be able to snorkel there as well. 


The World’s 
Most 
Popular 
Dive Show 


BY TAMARA COLLINS 


Photographers and film buffs will find a 
special element of SeaSpace just for 
them. There will be an Underwater 
Photography Gallery, featuring the work of 
artists entered in the marine photography 
competition. Many of scuba diving’s most 
accomplished cinematographers will pre- 
miere their films at the film festival, includ- 
ing Marty Snyderman’s To Be With Sharks 
and Bill Lovin’s When Dolphins Dream. 
There will also be photo presentations 
from Burt Jones and Maurine Shimlock’s 
Secret Sea Visions and a multi-projector 
synchronized slide presentation, Friends 
in Nature, from Jackie and Mary Lou Reid. 

Seaspace '96 will open with a gala 
event on Friday night. Sponsored by 
Sherwood Scuba and TACA Airlines, the 
Caribbean Casino Party will be held in the 
Hyatt Regency’s Imperial Ballroom. 
Guests can mingle, dance and try their 
luck at blackjack, roulette, craps and 
wheel of fortune. Capping off the evening 
will be an auction of travel and equipment 
prizes, courtesy TACA and Sherwood. 

The setting for all these wonderful fes- 
tivities could not be more appropriate 
than the Hyatt Regency Houston. The 
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Above: Blackjack is one of the many activi- 


ties available at the Caribbean Casino Party 


in the Hyatt’s Imperial Ballroom. Right: 
The 963 room Hyatt Regency Houston 
will host SeaSpace '96, June 7 to 9. 


high rise features 963 rooms, 66,000 
square feet of meeting space and a dra- 
matic 33 story atrium. It has all the 
amenities of a first class hotel, including 
special rooms for business travelers, 
three restaurants, two bars, 24 hour se- 
curity, free shuttle service and a pool and 
fitness center. In the heart of downtown, 
the Hyatt is at 1200 Louisiana, Houston, 
TX 77002. For information or reserva- 
tions, call (713) 654-1234, (800) 2338- 
1234 or fax (713) 951-0934. 


The beautiful, 33 story atrium 
of the Hyatt Regency Houston. 








To receive information about Sea- 
Space or order tickets, send a self-ad- 
dressed, stamped envelope to Sea- 
space Brochure, P.O. Box 3758, 
Houston, Texas 77253-3758 or call (713) 
467-6675, = 





© 1994 Nikon Inc. 


The Nikonos Underwater Photography 
System can put the thrill, adventure and 
fulfillment of diving into perfect focus 
for you. With the world’s most techno- 
logically advanced underwater cameras, 
lenses and accessories, only the ocean 
itself offers more possibilities. 


The Nikonos-V is the ideal underwater 
camera. It’s designed for every underwater 
elated celele-lelat-lmmigeliimel-tellilal-)am cemy-y- Tye) a1 -c0| 
professional. And even first-timers can 
experience stunning results. Just let 

TT Cola lel AVM ide-pog-lit-le)(-M-lUicelair-laceya) 
help you capture beautifully vivid color 
FVatemea'cie-)mr(-y-lam (atte (1m 


Start with macro photography, using 
extension tubes. Then, as your taste for 
adventure grows, you can take on the 
challenge of 

wide-angle 

relaveyceyele-] olay, 


, your hands. 


i Tidemeliimlalue-tellelmvir-leemmbliiiimy aie (= 
angle lens. 


To fully unleash your creative potential, 
add the Nikonos RS underwater 
photography system. When you look 
through the unbelievably bright, remark- 
ably lifelike actionfinder of the Nikonos 
RS, the world’s only underwater SLR 
camera, an amazing new world of 
undersea imaging comes alive right 
before your eyes. 


True reflex viewing, the world’s most 
advanced autofocus system, Nikonos’ 
Wiidgctete) elaleyd(e- ice Mant-ligp M@aalcicclelile Mlale 
other technological advancements that 
border on the miraculous, bring you 
creative possibilities that only a few 
years ago were an underwater photog- 
rapher’s fantasy. 


The Nikonos-V and the Nikonos RS — 
they put the universe of underwater 


excitement right in Nik O n 


W take the worlds 
greatest pictures: 
















‘| The intriguing world 
of macro photography 

_with a Nikonos-V and 
extension tubes is 
always exciting. 

_ TTL automatic flash 
operation provides 

_ reliable exposures. 
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Reef panoramas are easy work for Se s 
the 13mm Fisheye-Nikkor lens on 

the RS, with an incredible 170° view \ 

of the underwater realm. Vv 


A The magnificent wide angle palette 
of coral colors articulately rendered 
with a 15mm Nikkor lens on a 
Nikonos-V. A compact system, 
designed for fast, easy handling. 





y 
i 
A 
“ 


The 50mm Micro-Nikkor is the workhorse had 
lens of the Nikonos RS system. Capable of 
continuous focusing to life-size reproduction, 
this is the best tool for capturing the elusive 
beauty of shy marine life. 








been better 
equipped 
to take 


the other 


three-fourths — 


of the 
world's 


greatest 


Distributed by Nikon Inc. — 


‘ and 





froducing tne [or a new Havanced housing that lets you take full 
ta xs the Niker ees NSO. nee complete line of Nikkor lenses. 
iene aerospace standards for strength and precision, it’s amazingly 
os easy to handle. A full- frame viewfinder provides ultra sharp, easy-to- 
_ view images. And | a revolutionary electromechanical shutter release allows you to 
_adjust sensitivity. What’s more, an optional mechanical back insert gives you access 
to the features of the Nilgeedo) multicontrol back, including auto bracketing, auto flash 
~ bracketing, multiple exposures, intervelometer and freeze focus. A second option, 
an electronic back insert, lets you customize menu functions. For a brochure’on the 
Aquatica 90 and the allt xe)} geass" noUsInES, call 1-800-NIKON-35. 











INFLATABLE BOATS 
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snorkeling with Florida's Manatees 


2 


Q ulcksilver inflatable boats have 
been responsible for some of my 
_most exciting adventures on the water. 
- While many boaters use inflatables as 
tenders or dinghies to their larger 
| yachts, | have found the Quicksilver to 
_be a wonderful primary boat for many 
_applications. These sturdy and stylish 
_inflatables have transported me among 
Gray Whales in Baja’s San Ignacio 
Lagoon, Humpback Whales in the 
Silver Banks of the Dominican Repub- 
lic and dolphins and sharks in The 
Bahamas. | have cruised the scenic 
coastline of Maine in a Quicksilver in- 
flatable and Bpromeaphec Orcas from 


















Portable, easy to set up and surprisingly 
eorolgahVAm@lel(ey 4-1] i=) arom Cho wcle OM palele(-|melaehucie| 
FW atteys) mor-) oy-]¢)(-Melhucm oley-}m ce) marhuler-lare 
the waterways of Florida’s Crystal River. 


the State of Washington. A Quicksilver 
has carried me to the coral reefs and 
shipwrecks off my home in Key Largo 
for countless scuba and snorkel expe- 
ditions and | even used a Quicksilver 
inflatable to dive a Great Lakes ship- 
wreck. Now | have yet another Quick- 
silver adventure to add to my log- 
book—snorkeling with Manatees. 

Each year, from December to March, 
up to 300 Manatees (Trichechus mana- 
tus latirostris) winter in the warm, spring- 
fed waters of Crystal River, Florida. This 
is a portion of a Florida population that 
was estimated at 2,250 in the 1996 
Manatee census. Considering the easy 


automobile access to Crystal River (just 


expedition were the Quicksilver 38 


_ of the nomenclature refers to the inflat 
able’s ree et wane ‘S$ OF 


‘ TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY STEPHEN FRINK 


80 miles north of Tampa at the junction: 
of Highways 44 and 19) and the portable 
nature of the Quicksilver inflatable, this 
was a perfect expedition for our Quick- — 
silver team. 


QUICKSILVER ON LOCATION 

Our base of operations for this year’s | 
Manatee expedition was the Port 
Paradise Resort at Crystal River. In ad- 
dition to comfortable accommodations ~ 
and a boat ramp to launch our inflata- — 
bles, there is a dive shop on the premis- | 
es that was helpful in providing the cru- 
cial knowledge of where and when to | 
best find Manatees. And, since King | 
Spring, one of Crystal River’s prime » 
Manatee congregation points, is just a 
couple of hundred yards from the mari- A 
na, the location is ideal. - 

The boats we chose for our Manatee % 





and Quicksilver 380E. The 380 portio! 





Es 


Tee 
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of enter the water Buh ihe dé; 
without disturbing the anatees: 


European preference is for amore 
rounded bow that provides additional 
room up front for passengers and gear. 
We equipped our inflatables with 25 
horsepower outboards, one of which 
was a Mercury and one a Mariner. 
(Quicksilver is a division of Mercury 
Marine, which also manufactures 
Mercury, Mariner and Force out- 
boards, as well as Mercruiser stern- 
drives and a huge variety of marine 
parts and accessories.) 

We purposely arrived mid-week, 
Knowing Crystal River is an extremely 
popular destination on weekends and 
holidays during the Manatee season. 
Even so, we knew that early morning 
and late afternoon would probably be 
our best chances for clear water and 
minimal intrusion from other snorkel- 
ers. This meant we had to put our 
boats together quickly. Fortunately, it 
only takes about 15 minutes to assem- 
ble a Quicksilver and mount an out- 
board engine. This brief assembly time 
allowed us to get out on the river at 
dawn’s light even on the first day. 

We unpacked the inflatables from 
their heavy duty tote bags, unrolled the 
deflated boat on the ground, installed 
the aluminum channels and modular 
floorboards and pumped air into the in- 
flatable tubes (three separate air cham- 
bers plus an inflatable keel). The boats 
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all come standard with a high velocity 
foot pump but we brought a couple of 
accessories to speed this portion of the 
assembly. There is a four horsepower 
electric air pump that inflates any 
Quicksilver chamber to 3.25 psi in less 
than two minutes, as well as a light- 
weight electric inflator/deflator that op- 
erates from a 12 volt battery if 110 volt 
service is not available. Since we had 
electricity available to us at the Port 
Paradise marina, the four horsepower 
pump made assembly a breeze. Once 
the boats were together, we set the 
outboard in place, tightened a pair of 
thumb screws, attached a fuel line and 
went off in search of Manatees! 

There were eight of us in the group 
and, though each Quicksilver 380 is 
rated to accept six passengers, witha 
full complement of underwater cam- 
eras and snorkel gear we were com- 
fortable with four in each inflatable. For 
our first encounters we went for the 
nearby King Spring, less than ten min- 
utes away from the dock, even at idle 
speed. Here, a roped in area desig- 
nates a Manatee sanctuary at the 
south end of Banana Island. However, 
there is aswim and dive access corri- 
dor that includes the mouth of the 
spring. Within this corridor there are a 
dozen or more Manatees, swimming, 
feeding and dozing. For the most part 








they are very willing photographic sub- 
jects, although the moderate water 
Clarity and large size of Manatees dic- 
tates the use of a wide angle lens. 
(Manatees are an average of 9 feet long 
and weigh 1,000 pounds but they can 
grow as large as 13 feet and weigh 
more than one and one-half tons.) 

| had heard this season was very 
good for Manatee sightings along 
Crystal River but | was surprised at the 
size of the congregation around King 
Spring. Early in the morning there were 
probably a couple of dozen and at least 
half that number seemed to stay all day 
long. We discovered early on that our 
best encounters were on snorkel rather 
than scuba. Even though the Quick- 
silvers made handy dive boats, allow- 
ing us to enter the water quietly and 
conveniently by slipping over the low 
tubes, the sound of the regulator ex- 
haust seemed to frighten Manatees. 
Our best encounters happened while 
we floated quietly on the surface and 
the naturally curious Manatees actually 
approached us. 

While at King Spring we had a pro- 
ductive session with a couple different 
mother/calf groups, as well as some 
photogenic adult males. We were al- 
lowed very near by the Manatees, who 
showed no sign of distress at our pres- 
ence and seemed amused at the inter- 





action. This was in contrast to what we 
observed when an unruly group of 
snorkelers arrived on a much larger 
commercial vessel. As they noisily 
splashed in the water and aggressively 
swam toward the Manatees, the ani- 
mals wisely departed to the safety of 
their sanctuary. Fins had stirred the 
sediment into suspension and effective 
underwater photo opportunities were at 
least temporarily gone. Gratefully, we 
had our own mode of transportation, 
our own schedule and a map, so we left 
King Spring to the crowd and carefully 
motored to the Three Sisters Springs. 
While the Quicksilver QS 380 equip- 
ped with a 25 horsepower outboard will 
easily get up on a plane with four adults 
and will even pull a waterskier, speed 
was not our objective as we navigated 
the scenic waterways within the Crystal 
River National Wildlife Refuge. As we 
idled along we saw anhingas drying 
their wings atop sanctuary signs, cor- 
morants diving for baitfish and majestic 
ospreys flying above forested islands. 
Of course, there is plenty of civilization 
here as well, with the waterways mean- 
dering past marinas and private homes. 
The warm air was a pleasant contrast to 
the 72°F water and we unzipped our 
Henderson wetsuits, relaxed against 
the silver tubes and soaked up the rays. 
After 15 pleasant minutes we sighted 


Bill Gius of Quicksilver has an up 
close encounter with a curious calf. 
Manatees generally seem amused 
when interacting with humans. 
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Three Sisters Springs. 

There were already a couple of boats 
tied to trees around the basin at Three 
Sisters, one of which, coincidentally, 
belonged to afriend, Herb Segars. 
Herb is a talented underwater photog- 
rapher who specializes in documenting 
underwater New England but he also 
tries to visit Crystal River each year with 
wife Ronnie to photograph the Mana- 
tees. He confirmed that Three Sisters 
was one of his favorite sites because 
the water is consistently clear and, at 
least in the early morning and late after- 
noon, Manatees are likely to be in resi- 
dence. True to his prediction, when we 
slipped into the water we found a play- 
ful mother and calf but the calf proved 
difficult to photograph because of its 
exasperating habit of rubbing along my 
legs. I'd try to get my over/under cam- 
era setup to include both the Manatee 
and the Quicksilver but before | could 
focus, this not so little baby would be 
tucked beneath my legs, scratching it- 
self on my wetsuit. The photos weren’t 
wonderful that day but it was a very 
special experience. 

We shot perhaps a dozen rolls of film 
in the fading afternoon light that first 
day at Three Sisters. | came to appreci- 
ate the convenience of the Quicksilver 
as a photo boat as well, for in the shal- 
low waters | could stand on the bottom 
and lean over the low freeboard of the 
boat to easily change film. Since 
Crystal River is fresh water, there was 
no need for a camera rinse. | just had to 
dry my hands, hair and back of the 
camera, clean and grease the O-ring 
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and pop in a fresh roll of film. 

Three Sisters was our destination 
early the next morning as well. We left 
our Quicksilver inflatables completely 
assembled and docked at the Point 
Paradise Marina, making it a simple 
matter to just step aboard with our gear 
and get underway for another dawn de- 
parture. With the steam rising off the 
river in the cold morning air we pulled 
into the Three Sisters basin to the excit- 
ing sight of more than a dozen Mana- 
tees still asleep on the bottom, huddled 
together as if for warmth and comfort. | 
crept in quietly for my shots. 

Once again | tried to frame an over/ 
under shot of the Manatee and the 
Quicksilver boat, this time with far bet- 
ter results. The other snorkelers who 
arrived on the scene later proved to be 
very courteous and respectful of our 
photo opportunity but inevitably, with 
more people around, the Manatees 
began to disperse. There is really 
nothing for them to eat around Three 
Sisters, so they usually just sleep in 
the springs and then head out to for- 
age for food during the day. By mid- 
morning they were gone and we were 
left with the memory of a very unique 
encounter with a gentle and playful 
marine mammal. 

The Quicksilver inflatables were the 
perfect vessels to facilitate our Manatee 
adventure at Crystal River owing to their 
ease of assembly, comfort underway 
and convenience for getting into and out 
of the water. These same advantages 
serve diverse needs, whether for use as 
a dinghy or cruising local lakes and 


rivers. | find Quicksilvers ideal for dive 
applications because they can handle a 
heavy load, are stable and it is so easy to 
roll off the side into the water. To re- 
board | usually slip off my tank and BC, 
loop a gauge over one of the built-in 
safety lines and lever myself back into 
the boat. Quicksilver describes their 
boats as portable, affordable fun—an 
assessment beyond dispute. 

Quicksilver inflatables are available 
as Euro versions in 10 feet, 9 inch and 
12 feet, 6 inch versions, while those 
designated as the sport version are 
available as follows: 

QS 230: 7 feet, 6 inches, 70 pounds, 
recommended outboard, 5 hp max. 

QS 270: 8 feet, 9 inches, 91 pounds, 
recommended outboard, 10 hp max. 

QS 270 RIB: 8 feet, 9 inches, 100 
pounds, rigid fiberglass hull with inflat- 
able tubes, recommended outboard, 
10 hp max. 

QS 300: 9 feet, 9 inches, 97 pounds, 
recommended outboard, 15 hp max. 

QS 300 RIB: 9 feet, 10 inches, 120 
pounds, rigid fiberglass hull with inflat- 
able tubes, recommended outboard, 
15 hp max. 

QS 330: 10 feet, 9 inches, 101 
pounds, recommended outboard, 15 
hp max. 

QS 380: 12 feet, 6 inches, 160 
pounds, recommended outboard, 25 
hp max. 

QS 430: 14 feet, 1 inch, 173 pounds, 
recommended outboard, 40 hp max. 

For more information about Quick- 
silver inflatables, the name of your 
nearest dealer or to request a full color 
catalogue, phone (800) 552-3882 or 
write Mercury Marine, P.O. Box 1939, 
Fond Du Lac, WI 54336-1939. = 
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HENDERSON’S 


JERRY GARCIA SUITS 
(Continued from Page 22) 


While fleece does the job on the inside, 
the outer shell of a Polartec/Garcia gar- 
ment helps repel both wind and water, 
making for an exceptionally warm piece 
of divewear. While diving, the water repel- 
lent features limit the amount of water that 
is exchanged within the suit, thereby pro- 
viding far better insulation. Lycra suits, on 
the other hand, hold almost no water. The 
continual water exchange through a 
Lycra suit during a dive means your body 
is constantly reheating the water closest 
to your skin. You always lose heat in this 
exchange but, until Polartec, the only 
warm water alternative was neoprene. 
Topside, the Garcia suit’s external wind/ 
water repellent shell makes for comfort- 
able boat trios, both before and after a 
dive. (No more freezing just because the 
wind is blowing.) Polartec has become 
the fabric of choice for all sorts of water- 
sport people: rafters, kayakers, water- 
skiers, snorkelers and divers. 

In addition to the superior fabric and 
inherent “coolness” of the Garcia design- 
er logo, you can also get a neoprene vest 
(to wear under the Polartec suit) that will 
help keep you warm when the water 
temperature starts dipping below 80°F. If 
you make three or more dives a day, 
you'll probably need a little bit more insu- 
lation in the torso area anyway. 

Remember, caloric loss during a dive, 
even a warm water one, Is quite high. 
Often your body doesn’t have enough re- 
serves to keep you warm on that third 
dive of the day or late in the week of a 
multi-dive vacation! 

Polartec is currently the hottest cool 
fabric in the diving world and its stretcha- 
bility and durability far exceed any of the 
fabrics (Lycra, Darlexx) that have been 
the mainstays of recent years. With more 
than 100 dives and very little in the way of 
maintenance (except an occasional 
warm water rinse), my Garcia is holding 
up just fine, without the stretching usually 
associated with neoprene or Lycra gar- 
ments of the same age and usage. 

For more information regarding the 
Henderson/Garcia Polartec line, con- 
tact your dive retailer or Henderson at 
(609) 825-4771. The address is 301 
Orange Street, Millville, NJ 08332; fax 
(609) 825-6378. = 
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DAN now offers up to $125,000 


dive accident coverage! 


DAWN members receive exclusive dive and travel benefits: 


¢ 24-hour dive emergency 
hotline and medical information 


line based at Duke University 
Medical Center 


¢ Subscription to Alert Diver 
magazine 


e A free copy of the DAN Dive and 
Travel Medical Guide 


¢ Eligibility for up to $125,000 dive 


accident insurance coverage, 
$2,500 lost dive equipment 
insurance, and more 


¢ Automatic $100,000 emergency 
medical evacuation 


¢ Eligibility for diving’s only 
emergency ID — the DAN Tag™ 


¢ Membership in the world’s largest 
association of divers, supporting 
vital research and services that 
benefit all recreational divers 


DAN membership is only $25 per year. 
Ask about diving’s best insurance value! 


Call 800-446-2671 


(Priority 


Your Dive Safety Association 


Code CCQ96) 


Divers Alert Network | ~~ 
DAN 





http://www.dan.ycg.org 
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Left: Student tenders lower Farivar Rokni 
into the Christina River at ICDI’s realistic, 
on campus low visibility river diving facili- 
ty. Above: John Marinelli teaches Greg 
Collins topside welding techniques. 





States, where certification is mandatory. 
He moved to Washington, DC, where he 
owned an auto repair business, before 
Joining his fellow students at ICDI. 

Shane, whose parents are U.S. citi- 
zens, graduated from school in Bangkok. 
He served a tour of duty in the U.S. Marine 
Corps and is an avid recreational scuba 
diver. Shane felt he could turn his love of 
diving into a promising career. 

Radan served in the Navy branch of 
the Israeli Army and later worked as a 
scuba instructor before moving to 
France, where he taught hockey during 
the day and played the game at night. He 
also had a desire to earn his living in the 
world of commercial diving. He looked 
into diving schools in France but found 
them too abs He did exhaustive 


Lomm 


Cotaplete state of the Art Training for 
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he commercial docks were abuzz 

with activity. Tugboats were being 
serviced for their next assignment, a U.S. 
Coast Guard buoy tender was hoisting a 
red bell buoy aboard and an oceangoing 
transport was being unloaded by a small 
army of dockworkers. Near the water’s 
edge, Shane Clark, who was born in 
Bangkok, Thailand, was clad in a black 
drysuit ready to be fitted with a Superlite 
helmet. His tenders were Radan Reis, 
who hails from the outskirts of Haifa, 
Israel, and Farivar Rokni, whose home is 
in Tabriz, lran. lf there ever was an unlike- 
ly, multi-national trio, this was it. Their 
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common bond was a love of the water 
and the desire to become commercial 
divers. The three were students at the 
International Commercial Diving Institute 
(ICDI) in Wilmington, Delaware. 

Farivar served in the Iranian Special 
Forces, worked as a VIP bodyguard and 
was an undercover policeman. He left his 
home country for Turkey, where he 
worked as a sponge diver, spending 
hours each day at depths between 40 
and 70 feet. Although he loved this job, 
which required no formal training, Farivar 
Knew there were more lucrative jobs 
within the boundaries of the United 








research into commercial diving schools 
within the U.S. Radan’s criteria was the 
same as Farivar and Shane. They want- 
ed a school that was reasonably priced, 
could get them into the work force as 
quickly as possible and produced a qual- 
ity commercial diver. They found all they 
were looking for on the banks of the 
Christina River. 

The multi-national flavor at ICDI does 
not end with Shane, Farivar and Radan. 
This past April, |CDI conducted a three 
week familiarization course for four 
commercial divers from the former 
soviet Union. They arrived, complete 





with translator, to learn about the latest 
American equipment and commercial 
diving techniques. 

ICDI’s state of the art 12,000 square 
foot, heated indoor diving complex hous- 
es classrooms, a hyperbaric chamber, a 
topside welding area, indoor rigging ar- 
eas, a 25,000 gallon and two 5,500 gal- 
lon high visibility diving tanks. Students 
learn equioment familiarization, an intro- 
duction to non-destructive testing in- 
spection, mechanical equioment fabrica- 
tion, practical rigging, hyperbaric cham- 
ber operation and mixed gas training. 
The school’s newest addition is a topside 
underwater welding booth that resem- 
bles an incubator. Students practice un- 
derwater welding and cutting in this unit 
without getting wet. 

At the rear of the school’s campus is 
ICDI’s realistic low visibility river diving fa- 
cility on the Christina River. Students 
learn valve, flange and pipe assembly 
while dealing with 12 foot tidal changes 
and swift currents in visibility that ranges 
from limited to zero. Additionally, stu- 
dents mobilize quick response diving 
systems, perform remote location set- 
ups, hull inspections and bottom surveys 
at the Port of Wilmington. ICDI has 
worked hard to develop a working rela- 
tionship with the City of Wilmington. Its 
success is evident as students are given 
the opportunity to perform hull inspec- 
tions on the fire department's boats. 

ICDI was founded by Bob and Kevin 
Johnson, along with their longtime friend, 
Dave Stoudt. Kevin, who Is the vice pres- 
ident of ICDI, discussed the school’s phi- 
losophy. “Our goal is to produce a diver 
who is ready to enter the work force. ICDI 
does this with an intensive 16 week train- 
ing program, preparing students for ca- 


cial Di 


ew Career 


reers in inland-coastal and offshore oil- 
field diving.” Kevin also felt the school 
should provide the best possible training 
at a reasonable cost. ICDI’s courses are 
approved for veterans’ training and stu- 
dents can receive approximately $400 
per month from the Gl Montgomery Bill. 
ICDI also has an agreement with a hous- 
ing complex to provide a fully furnished 
apartment for $300 per month per stu- 
dent that includes most utilities. 

The nucleus of ICDI is its instructors, 
each of whom started his career just like 
every ICDI student, at a commercial diving 
school. It is the years of practical experi- 





ence after graduation that make a com- 
mercial diver a great instructor. ICDI’s in- 
structor resumes read like a global road 
map, with such places as the North Sea, 
India, the Far East, the United Kingdom, 
the Gulf of Mexico, Puerto Rico, Norway, 
Holland, Denmark, Saudi Arabia and 
Bahrain. They draw on their real-life expe- 
riences to train entry level divers. 

Dave Stouct is the diving operations 
manager and instructor with 16 years of 
experience in oilfield diving. Dave went to 
commercial diving school in California 
when he was 18. He worked the offshore 
oilfields and did inland diving in the United 
Kingdom, worked on the Saudi-Bahrain 
Causeway, the Middle Eastern oilfields 
and the oil platforms of the North Sea. 
Dave’s been to bridge inspector and non- 
destructive testing school, worked as a 
welding inspector, hyperbaric chamber 
manufacturer and was part of an under- 
water cutting team. 

Phil Quirk teaches technical courses 
such as physics, physiology, medicine 
and mixed gases at ICDI. His back- 

(Continued on Page 167) 





Above: ICDI has three indoor high visibili- 
ty diving tanks. Here, students watch 
Heath Houston practice liftbag tech- 
niques. Below: Students attend up to five 
hours of classroom lectures per day. 
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Avoiding DCS; More 


very diver should 

Know that tables 
and computers will not 
reliably provide safe 
ascents from all dives 
under all conditions. In spite of progress 
made in the analysis of needs to prevent 
decompression sickness (DCS), there is 
stilla 0.5 to 3 percent possibility of it hap- 
pening after some dives. The human 
body is one of the most intricate electro- 
chemical biological machines In exis- 
tence. Nearly every tissue is different. 
Adding to this complexity is blood supply 
to the many tissues varies considerably. 
Also, subtle changes in tissue PH may 
play a part in the complex matter of up- 
take and elimination of breathing gases. 
Certainly stress, mostly physical but pos- 
sibly psychological stress, too, can play a 
part in the rate and amount of saturation 





BY E.R. CROSS 


and elimination of the diving breathing 
gas. Add to all of these biological details 
the many inconsistent environmental ele- 
ments of a dive and it is little wonder the 
possibility of decompression sickness re- 
mains unpredictable. 

In December 1995, Cheri Gilmore, an 
enthusiastic California scuba diver, 
wrote, “During the past month | spent 25 
hours in a hyperbaric chamber for a div- 
ing accident. | had done three days of 
diving, three tanks per day with maxi- 
mum depth of 85 feet and one hour sur- 
face interval between tanks.” Cheri also 
stated she made slow ascents and safe- 
ty stops at 30 and 15 feet. 

The profiles of Cheri's three days of 
diving were on the aggressive side. 
However, her dive computer and backup 
no deco tables indicated she had re- 
mained within no decompression limits. | 


on Earthquakes 


also checked her dive profiles against 
other tables. Except for her 30 foot “safe- 
ty stop,” her ascents were within accept- 
able no decompression limits, provided 
she had ascended at the prescribed rate 
for the tables and computer she was us- 
ing. So, what went wrong? 

On ano decompression dive few, if 
any, tissues would be out-gasing at 30 
feet—they would still be in-gasing. 
Cheri’s 30 foot stop became part of her 
bottom time. When | entered this in one 
of my conservative tables, that extra 
three minutes of bottom time put Cheri’s 
dive into decompression, with a required 
stop of several minutes at ten feet. The 
consensus of diving physiologists who 
work with decompression tables and 
procedures is safety stops should be 
made between 10 to 20 feet just before 


(Continued on Page 163) 


CAPTAIN DON’S HABITAT 


BONAIRE N.A. 





HABITAT IS DIVING - first and foremost. Incredible 24-hour shore diving 
is just 90 feet from Habitat’s pier. Our world-class reefs are lush, alive 
and thriving with sea life and our boats are uncrowded. Habitat is 
praised as a divers paradise by novices and experienced divers alike. 


Accommodations include your choice of oceanfront villas, rooms, 
junior suites and cottages. Overlooking our reefs, you'll relax and 
enjoy our oceanfront restaurant, bar, pool and beach. 


HABITAT CURACAO 
CURACAO N.A. 





9661 Gv/GS @ 


Located on the Southwest coast of Curacao, just minutes away from the 
best diving sites on the island, Habitat Curacao offers 56 oceanfront 
deluxe junior suites with kitchens, a multi-terraced restaurant and bar, 
swimming pool and free town shuttle. The dive operation is a PADI 
training and instructor development center offering boat and beach 
dives daily and 24-hour unlimited shore diving. 


600-327-6709 


http://www. interknowledge.com/honaire/habitat 
Ask about our group programs and speciai air fares trom most cities. 


34 SKIN DIVER JUNE 1996 





circle #23 on Reader Service Card 











3lb. 140z. 
DIDS! Ss ah ert hk Ear a tie tatty AW a al A oe 
BMeney raciige ns (foie. 200 watt-sec. 
Angle of coverage 110 degrees 


Guide # w/ 100 ISO Film 
abovewater 
underwater 


Firing modes 

Color temperature 
Power settings 
Power source 
Flashes (full power) 
Recycle time 
Audible ready signal 
Modeling light 

LED film gauge 


TTL auto, manual 
4800 degrees K 
Full, 1/2, 1/4, 1/8 
Ni-cad module 


AQUASHOT Il 
So Simple, So Inexpensive, So Much Fun. 


The Aquashot II is Ikelite’s waterproof 
housing for the 35mm, single-use Kodak 
and Fuji 27-exposure cameras. This inex- 
pensive system is ideal for diving and 
snorkeling. The results are sharp, colorful 
photos rivaling those taken by the expen- 
sive underwater cameras. Use the flash 
version cameras to bring out the vivid 
underwater colors. Aquashot II housing 
operates to 125 feet. 

With the film’s fine grain, you get beau- 
tiful color prints and enlargements. 
Accessories available: 

Macro Kit—which allows shooting 
underwater subjects at 8 inches. 

Substrobe AQ/S—which helps elimi- 
nate backscatter. 

Travel Bag—durable nylon with shoul- 
der strap and protective foam interior. 





Ask Your Local Dive Shop! 


IKELITE Underwater Systems * 50 W 33rd St. * Indianapolis, IN 46208 ¢ 3 17.93 4523 


















MINI C-FLUORESCENT 


Two Lights in One. 


The Mini C-Fluorescent combines a 
halogen lamp and reflector with the gentle 
illumination of a fluorescent lamp. The 
halogen lamp provides a spot beam to illu- 
minate distant objects night or day. 

The fluorescent lamp provides uniform 
lighting of everything within reach under- 
water and is ideal for pre/post dive and 
recreational activities. Use the fluorescent 
lamp in place of chemical sticks to protect 
the environment. 

The 4 alkaline C-cells provide a burn 
time of 6 hours for the halogen and 15 
hours for the fluorescent. A separate switch 
operates the halogen and fluorescent 
lamps. 

The Mini C-Fluorescent is virtually inde- 
structible with a 300’ depth rating. 
















SLR-AF HOUSINGS 


Choose a favorite camera — Nikon, Canon, Minolta 
or Pentax. 


Then choose the housing that affords 
full underwater use of the 35mm SLR-AF 
camera's versatile features and supports a 
full line of underwater photographic 
accessories. A simple glance through any 
part of the clear housing assures the sys- 
tem is safe and allows a clear view of all 
the camera information and controls. 
Interchangeable port system accepts a full 
range of lenses. The light-weight housings 
are definitely a plus when transporting 
and are near-neutral buoyancy with the 
camera and tray. Injection molded from a 
high-strength polycarbonate provides a 
safe working depth of 200 feet (60m). 








































SUPER C-LITE HX 


lkelite’s brightest Alkaline Dive Lite 


The Super C-Lite Hx is Ikelite’s brightest 
alkaline hand held diving light. The 
extended Super-C body accepts six c-cells 
to power the brighter 7.5 volt halogen 
lamp for 6 hours. The large reflector pro- 
duces a concentrated spot beam, ideal for 
use in bright or dark, clear water. 

The Super C-Lite Hx features a unique 
folding on/off switch with spring loaded 
lock to prevent accidental use. Nickel plat- 
ed contacts boost electrical efficiency and 
are more corrosion resistant. A rubber 
shroud protects the front lens. Easy open 
ing is assured and the casing is virtually. 
indestructible with a depth rating of 300 
(90m). 
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bout the-nicest group of people 

youll ever meet, running about 
idaXomaalekosmeorelagice)ae-ioll- min acer-leler- 150 
vessel you Il ever see;in about the 
most fantastic dive location you ll-ev- 
er discover. 

There are many ways to describe a 
dive vacation abaard-Peter Hughes’ 
Sun Dancer butperhaps that’s the 
best way to Start. The Sun Dancer ex- 
perience is one that insists on superla- 
tives; weaker words simply could not 
do it justice. 

ma @-) anc mae) ol aiiaar-(eliar-vaielame rem ce) 
Palau, in western Micronesia. Re- 
garded as one of the diving wonders of 
the world, this immense and varied 
dive destination has virtually every- 
thing one could ask for. There is beau- 
tiful topside scenery, with green- 
topped rock Islands scattered across.a 
alSie(-mdel cele (e)\cy-ml-(e(elo)ammial-lc-m-le-mal(ela 
voltage wall dives, with swarms of 
sharks, schools of Barracuda and 
ocean pelagics such as Wahoo and 
Dogtooth Tuna. There are drift dives 
through reef passes, with huge 
schools of snappers and jacks, Mantas 
and cruising sea turtles. lf you want 
more, there are delicate coral gardens, 
Viidamaatsla\var) e\-ler(-1-e) mere) ¢-||-me(e)eo(e)al be 
ans and invertebrates such as shrimp; 
Jere litom-lalemelg-lol-wer-lrolaromuaidam\draaet=vih\; 
SWi-laVmore)(@)ai0] ma-i-1m sce) e)(or- lm iger-leliatcle)icy 
And, if all this were not enough, there 
are even World War I! shipwrecks; full 
of relics and teeming with fish and oth- 
er marine creatures. 
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Next, think of-a vessel that has com- 
fort as its watehword. Onéhundred 
twenty-feet long, with.three decks;it is 
of-\Vio)d=To laced lererejaaigaloser-htiale mela \amne 
guests, along with a crew-of-seven, For 
a live-aboard;Sun-Dancer offers 
unique-amenities. Each.cabin, whether 
S} Feht=icelelagemsy) ale j(- me) me (e6|@)(-mt-Jal(e) owe lal 
ocean view through. a huge-picture win- 
dow, giving a feeling of roominess, airi- 
ness and space-seldom found aboard 
a ship of any size.Private baths, indi- 
Wale lS FoVmr-\i eeexoe corns (Olansals mere) sluce)|-m-lale| 
coffee delivered*room service 
style in the-morning,are additional 
examples of that special touch: 

Because Sun.Dancer’s goal is 
to.create the feeling of a-first 
class resort, the attention to 
guests: comfort does not stop 
there. The beds are.all either full 
sized-twins; queens orkings— 
there are.noship sized bunkbeds 
on Sun DaneerbAnd, each clean, 
aaxekon=)anme cr- tant zeke) gam lm-scelel.q-xe| 
with totions, shampoos and.other 
(okey aWViclaliciaimso)| (cisavmicclaa ce 

But there’s more.-Upon return= 
ale miceleam-tolni-rmer-lam’colemiaet-letlals 
being met at the ship’s ladder by 
a crew member.offering you.a hot 
towel? Then, being able to Slip in- 
to a fuzzy terrycloth- robe (yours 
for the’trip}, justin time for the 
next meal? Well, that is the Sun 
Daneer experience. 

The result of all this is that Sun 
Dancer, by-design, is one of the 


“SUN DANCER ROUTE 
Palau Lagoon 


few live=aboards anywhere that-can 
cater even. to nondiver spouses and to 
divers who:simply aren’t experienced 
elor-1@ @1=10)6)(-» 

When it comes to food, chef Steve 
Knopf, a graduate of New York’s 
French Culinary Institute, makes each 


aM at-mP4teicre) aielele my s17m 2y-)41er-1mt:| leh 'Z-)) 
transports 16 guests to Palau’s exhila- 
rating dive sites. Both seven and ten day 
itineraries are offered. Shown below is a 
sample route from a seven day itinerary. 


Kayangel 


Babelthuap | 


wo IN } 


: me si 


Lake he a 
» 4 t-—. Wonder 
Channel 


Channel 


Jellyfish 


Channel 
Peleliu Island 


mA 
Angaur Island 






































meal a special treat. Individually pre- 
pared breakfasts, hot buffet luncheons 
and served, four course dinners—with 
complimentary wines and other bever- 
ages—exhibit an astonishing level of live- 
aboard dining quality and imagination. 
The range of foods is very surprising, es- 
pecially considering the remote location. 
Chef Steve has put together a menu that 
can rival land based restaurants; nou- 
veau styles, Italian, Oriental, even a touch 
of local Micronesia—all prepared distinc- 
tively by someone who obviously enjoys 
the profession. 

As for the diving, Sun Dancer may be 
Peter Hughes’ best example of attention 
to detail for convenience and efficiency. 
The aft one-half of the ship’s main deck 
is devoted to diving operations. Benches 
with individual storage spaces line the 
sides, just across from the areas for 
hanging wetsuits. A large two level cam- 
era prep station is directly adjacent the 
dive tender ladder and the camera rinse 
bin and charging station is only a step 
away. This means there is no need to 
carry camera equipment back and 
forth from the cabins. There is 
ample storage and 
set-up space on 
the dive deck, 
where it’s most 
convenient. After 
dives, photographers 
merely drop their film into a develooment 
box for daily E-6 processing. 

The dive tender, a 30 foot steel hulled 
jet drive known as “the Bus,” is an even 
greater innovation. A seat, a storage 
space below and a tank rack is reserved 


for each guest. The equipment stays in 
place throughout the trip; suiting up and 
getting into the water is as simple as sit- 
ting down, fastening buckles and back 
rolling off the side. Designed for rough 
water, the Bus gives Sun Dancer's dive 
program a great range and flexibility. At 
30 plus knots top speed, it is able to 
quickly reach even those dive sites that 
are distant from the mothership’s calm 
water anchorages. After diving, there is 
ample water, juice and soft drinks and a 
hotwater shower to soothe any apres 
dive chill. Tanks are filled by the crew af- 
ter each of the up to five dives scheduled 
every day; guests do not have to move or 
assemble any dive gear in prep for the 
next dive—it’s all been taken care of. 

The dive guides, Frank Ladner, Jessica 
Brungard and Betty Almogy are all PADI 
instructors; a full range of 
dive courses (including 
many specialties) is 



















A Gray Reef Shark (Carcharhinus 
amblyrhynchos) cruises the edge 
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Left: A Mastigias 
Jellyfish looms out 
of the darkness of 
Jellyfish Lake. Far 
left: A giant orange 
gorgonian fans the 
clear blue water at 
Ngemelis Wall—a 
spectacular dive 
site, especially after 
dark. Below: The 
Sun Dancer's in- 
credibly friendly 
crew members. 





available. For those who want souvenirs 
of their time aboard Sun Dancer, person- 
alized videos and underwater pho- 
tographs are available upon request. 

And, finally, there’s the diving that has 
made Palau famous. Without question, a 
live-aboard broadens the experience. 
Not only are Palau’s major sites available 
but there are also numerous lesser 
known (but equally fantastic) sites within 
short runs of Sun Dancer’s normal an- 
chorages. Beyond this, for ten day cruis- 
es, guests can decide, weather permit- 
ting, to engage in exploratory dives south 
as far as the island of Angaur and north 
to the seldom dived islands of Kayangel 
and Velasco. The uncharted reefs in 
these remote regions are full of surpris- 
es—schooling Hammerheads and other 
large marine animals among them. As 
the goal of the trips is to chart new dive 
sites, there is areal sense of adventure 
and a chance to find the unexpected. 


SKIN DIVER JUNE 1996 37 








SUN DANCER 


Perhaps the most outrageous of these 
dives is at the southern end of Palau 
Lagoon, off the tip of Peleliu Island. Like 
many places where currents converge, 
Peleliu Corner is a dramatic, action- 
packed site that is as exciting as they 
come. A steep, vertical wall drops from 
about 45 feet into deep water, with 
crevices, overhangs, cuts and ledges 
creating a rough, dramatic vista. Huge 
fans, sponges and soft corals cling to the 





Everyone else is talking about it ... 
Dominica | Is doing it! mm 


face and long seawhips snake out from 
the coralline surface. And, everywhere 
there are fish. There are massive schools 
of jacks, Surgeonfish and snappers. 
Huge Yellow Groupers, three to four feet 
long, meander in and out of the wall’s 
grottos. Dogtooth Tuna and schools of 
Barracuda are just out in deeper water. 
And, never out of sight, a congregation of 
Gray Reef Sharks patrols the edge of the 
drop-off, moving in and out in deliberate, 
circular patterns, occasionally joined by 
bizarre looking Scalloped Hammer- 
heads. This is diving at its best, its most 
prolific and most exciting! 


is the True Adventure Dive a 


















NATURE 
ISLAND DIVE 


Dominica’s only complete 
Adventure Outfitter offers: 


¢ Diving on pinnacles 
& walls minutes away 

° Ocean Kayaking to 
snorkeling Sites 

¢ Mountain Biking on 
Old Estate Trails 


* Guided Island Tours 
Ask about our Exclusive Seaside Cottage. 


1-800-947-3483 
(809) 449-8181 
Fax: (809) 449-8182 
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Division of Tourism 
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ADVENTURE DIVES UNLIKE 4NYTHING 
YOU’Ve SEEN IN THE CARIBBEAN 


Dive the pinnacles of an extinct volcano, photograph some of the most unusual 
fish in the world or dive in “Champagne” where underground hot springs create 
a bubbly experience. See bushels of Black Coral, Barrel soonges beyond belief, 
Clouds of Chromis or our “Wrasse Waterfalls” on almost every dive. 


WHALES OR DOLPHINS YEAR ROUND! 
The Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society has given Dominica their 


highest ranking (“Outstanding”) for whale watching. See sperm whales 
all year long. Some even “pop up” in front of the hotels. 


OUTRAGEOUS HIKING ADVENTURES 
Dominica’s premiere National Park System delivers outstanding hiking 

adventures to huge waterfalls, relaxing hot springs, the Boiling Lake, jungle 
caverns, “Indiana Jones” style bridges, the “Valley of Desolation” and more! 


NO HIKING EXPERIENCE NECESSARY! 
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(800) 696-5880 « (800) 544-7631 
Direct (809) 448-2188 » Fax (809) 448-6088 
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at Castle Comfort Lodge 


Does it all from our Oceanside Dedicated Dive Resort! 


¢ Quick trips to the reef on our FAST CATAMARANS 
¢ Hydrophone equipped Whale Watching boats 
¢ Complete guide services for the unique hiking adventures 


A “5 Star **x*xxx Experience” 
—Undercurrent 


© AD/SD 1996 
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(809) 448-2351 (809) 448-2045 


Fax (809) 448-5840 






Palau’s other favorite spot, of course, Is 
famed Blue Corner. On the ocean side of 
Ngemelis Island, this has been Palau’s 
trademark dive for many years—and for 
good reason. At a place on the drop-off 
where the reef comes to a narrow point in 
45 feet of water, divers remain stationary In 
the current while an undersea parade 
streams by. A resident school of Blackfin 
Barracuda circles and shimmers in the 
sunlight streaming through the clear water. 
A huge school of Horse-eye Jacks, tightly 
packed in a boiling, silvery mass, moves 
up and down the wall face. Ten, 20, 30 
Gray Reef Sharks patrol the edge of the 
drop like a pack of wolves. And, if a dive 
site needed any more to rank as fantastic, 
there’s a three foot long resident Napoleon 
Wrasse, curious and unafraid of divers, 
who comes in close, giving everyone a 
calm once-over with large, rolling eyes. 

One of Sun Dancer's special dives, off 
the regular beaten track, is known as 
Ngerchong Corner. On the lagoon’s 
east side, at the tio of Ngerchong Island, 
this site features a combination of shark 
action and what is undoubtedly one of 
Palau’s most exquisite coral gardens. A 
sloping wall that starts in about 40 feet of 
water, Ngerchong Corner is thick with red 
gorgonian bushes, purple and cream col- 
ored soft corals and a number of huge or- 
ange seafans. In the very clear water, 
hard corals are delicate and profuse. 
Schools of unusual Checkered Snappers 
and vermillion Goggle-eyes meander 
about the reef face, offering unusual pho- 
tographic opportunities. As with other 
Palau dive sites, there is also a resident 
pack of Gray Reef Sharks that cruises just 
out from the wall. Occasionally, the very 
special occurs and a nine foot long Great 
Hammerhead makes a brief appearance 
before vanishing again into deep water. 

Just off Carp Island, there’s another 
beautiful soot, known as Turtle Cove 
Blue Hole. An inner lagoon dive, the 
reef’s point juts into the huge channel that 
Carries the main tidal flow in and out of the 
central lagoon. On the shallow reef flat, a 
small blue hole meanders down to open 
on the reef’s steep outer wall. Thousands 
and thousands of fish congregate; at 
times, a huge, resident school of snappers 
extends down the reefline for hundreds of 
yards. Unicornfish are also present in huge 
numbers, not only cruising about but often 
seen massed closely together, ten or 
more at a time, at cleaning stations, care- 
fully attended by darting cleaner wrasse. 
On the sandy bottom of several grottos 
cut into the wall’s face live a number of 
large Randall’s Prawn Gobies, each shar- 
ing ahole with a busy Olivaceous Prawn. 

Another of Sun Dancer's special dives 
is Ngemelis Wall, after dark. Ngemelis is 
one of Palau’s most popular, best known 
dive sites but after dark it takes on an en- 
tirely new look. Without a doubt, this is 











one of diving’s most spectacular night 
dives. The steep wall is practically cov- 
ered with orange and yellow Tubastrea 
Corals, soft corals of many colors and red 
and orange gorgonians, all with feeding 
tentacles extended. The result is a vertical 
wonderland of blazing colors that comes 
alive under a flashlight’s beam. 

Sun Dancer features seven and ten day 
excursions and a special package in co- 
operation with Manta Ray Divers and the 
Manta Ray Bay Hotel in Yap. Guests 
spend three days diving with Yap’s famed 
Mantas, then fly onto Palau for a 10 day 
Sun Dancer excursion. All Sun Dancer 
packages include a first and last night at 
the luxurious Palau Pacific Resort. 

Guests fly to Palau via Honolulu and 
Guam on Continental Micronesia with reg- 





ular flights and easy connections. To expe- 
rience Sun Dancer’s Palau, call (800) 9- 
DANCER—a real adventure is waiting. == 


DAN OFFERS UP TO 
$125,000 DIVE 


ACCIDENT COVERAGE 

Divers Alert Network (DAN), diving’s 
nonprofit safety association, now offers 
its members $125,000 insurance cover- 
age through its Master Plan dive accident 
program. In addition, all members now 
receive $100,000 evacuation assistance 
as an automatic benefit of membership. 
This is nearly $250,000 of coverage— 
more than double DAN’s original policy 
limits for the same price. 

“This is the best protection offered by 
any dive accident program in the scuba 
industry,” says Barry Shuster, DAN’s di- 
rector of marketing. “When you consider 
the affordability and value of the program 
and that medical experts are available 24 
hours a day at Duke University Medical 
Center to coordinate treatment, evacua- 
tion and insurance for injured divers, you 
have to wonder why a diver would 
choose another insurance program.” 

DAN members also receive a free sub- 
scription to Alert Diver, DAN’s award win- 
ning magazine dedicated to dive safety 
and health, and a free copy of the DAN 
Dive and Travel Medical Guide. Member- 
ship is only $25 per year. The Master Plan 
program is only $85 per year. 

“DAN supports the entire dive industry, 
including training and funding for hyper- 
baric chambers around the world. No 
one does as much for divers,” says 
Shuster. 

For more information on call (800) 
446-2671, » 
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For sdinatart & reservations call: 1(800)327- 3835 or (813)323. 8727 Fax 813)303. 8827, 


circle #7 on Reader Service Card 


No Photo Compares ry 
With Being Here. 
a” 


The a 

unbelievable 

walls. The 

incredible 

marine life. 

Even the spec- 

tacular meals make it hard to 

show how incredible a stay here really is. 

But, bring your camera anyway, it’s the only way you'll 
be able to explain what it was like when you get home. 


Call us, we'll try our best 
to describe it to you. 


CAYMAN. ISLAWDS 


For information & reservations call: 1(800)327-3835 or (813)323-8727 Fax (813)323-8827 


circle #314 on Reader Service Card 
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hat does it take to earn PADI’s se- 

lect new Career Development 
Center designation? It takes excellence in 
education, a prestigious reputation in the 
dive industry and many years of certifying 
highly qualified dive instructors. 

But, all of this is nothing new to Dave 
Inman, founder and owner of Divers Un- 
limited, a PADI Five Star instructor training 
facility in Hollywood, Florida. Inman began 
training divers even before there were es- 
tablished certifying agencies. As the in- 
dustry has developed and changed, 
Inman’s wealth of experience and innova- 
tive ideas have been a major influence, 
shaping career training as well as recre- 
ational diving. And now, in 1996, his facili- 
ty is once again on the forefront, having 
one of just seven training programs world- 
wide qualifying for PADI’s coveted Career 
Develooment Center (CDC) title. 

At the present time, potential candi- 
dates for PADI’s instructor certification 
must have completed at least 100 dives 
and been certified for one year before 


Right: Instructor Preparatory students 
practice teaching buddy breathing skills. 
Below: The Diversion, Divers Unlimited’s 
custom dive boat, gives students access 
to some of Florida’s best reefs and wrecks. 





oe 


qualifying for the final Instructor Evaluation 
(IE) exam. But, for Career Development 
Centers, that minimum has been reduced 
to six months of experience and 60 dives. 
The CDC rating indicates that a training 
facility is recognized as specializing in ca- 
reer training with an emphasis on the type 
of continuing education that will prepare 
the candidate well beyond basic instruc- 
tor certification to the level of real world 
skills. The CDC is required to have at least 
two course directors on staff, a well es- 
tablished and comprehensive continuing 
education program beyond the IDC and a 
certain level of experience in qualifying 
candidates for the instructor rating. 
Qualifying for this prestigious position 
was a natural next step for Inman’s train- 
INg program. For years, this career devel- 
opment school has been showered with 
awards and recognition for excellence in 
education. In 1994, Divers Unlimited be- 
came the first training institution to re- 
ceive PADI’s Outstanding Achievement 
Award for contributions to the growth 
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and advancement of 
the dive industry. For 
three years running, the school was 
named PADI’s number one training facili- 
ty in the USA. And in 1998, it was recog- 
nized with the Cousteau Award. Divers 
Unlimited continues to be the recipient of 
numerous certificates of recognition for 
excellence from PADI’s quality assurance 
department, with nine of these certifi- 
cates awarded in 1994 alone. As Inman 
points out, an institution’s reputation is 
established through years of dedication, 
not by overnight success or financial 
clout. And Divers Unlimited has a proven 
history as a leader and innovator in the 
field of diving. 

What does all of this mean to the po- 
tential instructor candidate? Not only do 
you need to be concerned about the 
quality of training you receive as you 
progress through your Instructor Devel- 
opment Course (IDC) but also the reputa- 
tion you'll have once you have been 
awarded your instructor rating. Having 
made the commitment to an exciting and 
rewarding career in recreational diving, 





pstart Your Dive 
Career at this New 
PADI CDC 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY SHIRLEY VANDERBILT 









the next step is assessing your qualifica- 
tions to enter a training program, your lo- 
cation preference and your marketability 
upon completion of your training. 

With Divers Unlimited’s new CDC sta- 
tus, you won't have to wait to get a head- 
start on your new career. Nondivers may 
even begin their basic open water training 
here; but keep in mind you'll still need a full 
six months of experience before qualifying 
for the final IE no matter how quickly you 
move through training. And, when you 
successfully complete your instructor 
training and the final evaluation, you'll still 
need a year’s experience and 100 dives 
before PADI officially certifies you to teach. 
However, there are several options open 
to you while you are accumulating your ex- 
perience. One is Divers Unlimited’s contin- 
uing education track, the Gold Instructor 
Program; another is immediate employ- 
ment in the dive industry, where you may 
gain experience while awaiting your full in- 
structor credentials. 

Once you have completed your open 
water and advanced open water certifica- 
tion, you’re ready to enter Divers Un- 












limited’s Triad program, a three step pro- 
cess that may take you from basic training 
through preparation for the IE in as little as 
four weeks. The Rescue Diver course em- 
phasizes diving first aid, accident man- 
agement and diving equipment. A com- 
panion course, the Medic First Aid, com- 
pletes the skills required for your PADI 
Rescue Diver rating. From here you'll pro- 
ceed to nine days of divemaster training, 
including classroom, pool and open water 
sessions. Going beyond the standard 
divemaster curriculum, Divers Unlimited 
also includes Tank Hydrostatic Testing 
and Compressed Air Systems. These 
special areas of expertise provide you with 
Critical technical knowledge not usually 
provided in career schools and set you 
apart as a valuable asset in the job market. 

Next you move on to the Instructor 
Preparatory course. This is not required 
but highly recommended. Candidates 
who participate in the prep course general- 
ly perform better and with more confi- 
dence throughout the IDC and IE. The 


Divers Unlimited’s students have access 
to an Olympic sized pool near the campus. 


orep course gives you a headstart on les- 
son preparation and delivery practice ses- 
sions, easing the anxiety some less experi- 
enced candidates may be feeling. And, 
students are provided an opportunity for 
academic review for the IE, not included in 
the IDC, where the emphasis is on learning 
to teach what you already know. 

The seven day IDC is taught by highly 
qualified course directors who offer not 
only their technical acumen but also the 
benefit of their years of experience in the 





real world of diving. The program in- 
cludes pool and open water sessions as 
well as individual counseling sessions to 
review your progress. 

Immediately following the IDC, PADI’s 
IE is scheduled in Ft. Lauderdale, allowing 
you to complete your final evaluation while 
your skills and fund of information are still 
fresh in your mind and your confidence is 
high. Once you’ve completed the IE, 
you're ready for Divers Unlimited’s all im- 
portant Gold Program. Of course, you 
may end your training here if you so desire 
but in the current job market you may also 
be ending your marketability. It is becom- 
ing increasingly important for newly certi- 
fied instructors to enhance their teaching 
Skills with a variety of other talents ac- 
quired through post-graduate work. 

The Gold Instructor Program prepares 
you to work in any area of the dive indus- 
try, whether in a resort, live-aboard, cruise 
ship or retail setting. In many of these ca- 
reer settings you'll be required to know the 
intricacies of compressor maintenance 





and trouble shooting, boat operations, re- 
sort course instruction, underwater pho- 
tography and camera maintenance, and 
more. These skills, along with Medic First 
Aid Instructor and Master Scuba Diver 
Trainer, are just a portion of what you'll 
learn in your postgraduate studies. You'll 
leave with certificates to teach up to one- 
half dozen specialties as well as nitrox and 
DAN oxygen. Divided into three basic 
components, the Gold Program is a good 
investment for your future, enhancing your 
resume by preparing you for a multitude of 
real world tasks. This will give you the 
edge with employers who want instruc- 


tors who know how to fill tanks, repair 
equipment, handle emergencies and tie 
up the boat. And, your extra advantage 
will be your unique Divers Unlimited train- 
ing with the compressor. You'll come to 
Know the sound, smell and look of the 
machine and be alerted to potential 
oroblems before they become unman- 
ageable, a critical skill in many island re- 
sort settings. 

Your course work completed and certi- 
fications in hand, you’re ready to embark 
upon your new career. By this time you’ve 
probably already been in touch with po- 
tential employers through Divers Un- 
limited’s extensive network of Successful 
graduates. The school’s free placement 
program is available to you throughout 
your career, with assistance In resume 
preparation and a listing of hundreds of 
jobs around the world. 

Above and beyond Divers Unlimited’s 
excellent reputation and prestigious sta- 
tuS among career training schools, 
there’s the quality of the school’s location. 
Hollywood, just outside Ft. Lauderdale, is 
in the heart of some of Florida’s best dive 
sites. Local reefs and wrecks, accessible 
to students on the shop’s custom dive 
boat Diversion, feature great diversity of 
marine life and diving conditions. Within a 
few hours’ drive, you also have access to 
North America’s only living coral reef sys- 
tem—in the Florida Keys—and in the op- 
posite direction, an extensive network of 
limestone caverns and freshwater springs 
in central Florida. Divers Unlimited is the 
only dive operator allowed within the 284 
square miles of the Biscayne National 
Park near Miami, a unique nature sanctu- 
ary accessible only by boat. 

Along the coastline, water tempera- 
tures range from the mid 70s (°F) in winter 
to the 80s in summer. The clear waters of 
the Gulf Stream run not far from shore, 
bringing many migratory species. Florida 
is known as the Sunshine State, so you'll 
likely experience great weather during 
your training. 

Divers Unlimited’s 8,000 square foot 
complex is convenient to moderately 
priced motels and apartments, shopping 
and restaurants. The facility includes retail 
and rental services, equipment repair 
center, classrooms and administrative of- 
fices, and the latest in training equipment 
and library resources. Pool sessions take 
place in an Olympic-sized heated pool, 
with changing facilities, near Divers 
Unlimited. Divers Unlimited career coun- 
selors are available on a tollfree line to an- 
swer your questions or provide you with 
an information packet. In the U.S. and 
Canada, call (800) 289-3483, in Florida 
call (805) 981-0156 or fax your request to 
(805) 963-5255. You may also direct in- 
quiries by mail to Divers Unlimited, 6023 
Hollywood Boulevard, Hollywood, FL 
338024." 
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SCUBA ACCESSORIES 


SDM Editors Pick Items That Make 


Diving Safer, Easier and More Fun! 


BY TY SAWYER AND TAMARA COLLINS 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 


EDITORS’ 
__. APOLLO DIVEADVISOR: This dynamo 


. displays an incredible amount of infor- 
mation that is easy to decipher in a single glance. It has a 
non-alternating screen; large buttons; a dive plan 
= mode (scrolls no decompression limits, etc.); dive 
p mode (current depth, maximum depth, elapsed 
time, no decompression limit, decompression 
stop depth, etc.); surface interval mode; and log 
mode (for the last 10 dives). The computer is en- 
closed in a 2.4 by 2.3 by .75 inch stainless steel 
case and depth rated to 330 feet. It can be 
‘ mounted on the wrist or in Apollo’s con- 
sole. $600. For amore comprehensive 
list of its features call (415) 392-9143 and 
ask for your nearest dealer, = 


AANA URSA SUA ATR 















AQUA DOLLY TRANSPORTER II: Well, here’s a 
gearbag that actually lives up to its billing—the 
TranSporter Il. For easy towing, its two big 
wheels will handle a variety of surfaces. 
The 840 denier fabric is made to with- 
stand rugged treatment. The upper sec- 
tion detaches. All in all the TransPorter II 
contains more than 11,000 cubic inches 

of storage—enough for all your gear, in- 

cluding your tank! All this equals less pain 

and less work for only $198. For more in- 
formation call (800) 711-DIVE. = 


SEAWARE SEAHAULER 
CASE: This solid, heavy 
duty dive bag will see 
your gear through the 
abuse of diving and baggage handlers for years to come. The 
bottom of the 30 by 14 by 15 inch case is made of a super 
strong 18 ounce fabric. The remainder is a double laminated 
ballistics material that is abrasion resistant. The lockable zippers 
are double stitched and reinforced. The handles (four in all; two 
join in the center with a touch-fastening closure) are also rein- 
forced. Padded zip-out dividers protect, separate and organize 
all your goodies on the inside. $139.95. Call (800) 455-5668 for 
the name of your nearest dealer. = 





IDEATIONS SOG SEAL 
" KNIFE-2000: This is the 
only dive knife sanc- 
tioned by the U.S. Navy 
SEALs. An elite knife by 
any definition, the SEAL 
Official stamp of approval ranks 
this knife among the best in the world. The 
seven inch, 440A stainless steel blade is coat- 
ed with a gray, scratch resistant powder and has 
superior sharpness, edge retention, blade breaking strength 
and toughness. This 12/inch knife has been more rigorously 
tested than any other piece of equipment you’re likely to wear. 
Whether you’re storming the beach under the clamorous glare 
of CNN lights or peacefully wending your way through the kelp 
this $152.95 knife will perform beyond expectations. For the 
location of your nearest dealer call (206) 771-6230. = 
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TuSA IMPREX DIVE SLIPPERS: 
If thick boots are too much 
for the deliciously warm wa- 
ters you dive in, you need to 
slip into something more 
comfortable. Tusa offers the 
DS-2100Z dive slippers for 
just that occasion. The thin, 
3mm neoprene provides a 
minimum amount of warmth, 
while the compression mold- 
ed soles provide maximum 
protection and traction. As 
you would expect, they slip 
on easily, have glued and ex- 
terior sewn seams for com- 
fort and durability and are 
finished with soft nylon seam 
tape. $38 in fluorescent pink, 
black or cobalt blue. Call 
(310) 498-3708 for the ad- 
dress of your nearest local 
dealer. = 


300 PSI SALT-Away: The 
product designers at 500 
PSI are also divers and they 
have dealt with the corrosive 
effects of saltwater. To battle 
this threat to diving equip- 
ment they designed and per- 
sonally tested (500 PSI never 
tests its products on animals) 
Salt-Away, a biodegradable, 
nontoxic formula that re- 
moves salt deposits. Spray 
Salt-Away on 
Knives, instru- 
ments, buckles, 
inflators, zippers, 
valves, regula- 
tors, hoses, 
swivels, camera 
housings and 
lights and rinse 3 
with fresh wa- oe 
ter to totally re- T a 
move salt de- 

posits. The 
four ounce , y 
spray bottleis = / 
available for 
$6.95. Call 500 
PSI at (800) 
221-0889 for fee 
the address of 
your nearest 
dealer, = 
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The Bahamas 
DISCOVER OUR DIVERSITY 


\Pennieeeeweerny "; | | WMeetememe th id 
|-800-866-DIVE 


or one of these 
Bahamas Dive Operators: 





Abaco 
Brendal’s Dive Shop ........ 800-780-9941 
Dive AD@CO...........:cccccceeees 800-247-5338 


Great Abaco Beach 

Undersea Adventures ...... 800-327-8150 
Spanish Cay Diving.......... 809-365-0083 
Walker’s Cay 

Undersea Adventures ...... 800-327-8150 


Andros 

Small Hope Bay Lodge ... 
Bimini 

Bimini Undersea 
Adventures...........cccececeeeee 800-348-4644 


Cat Island 
Cat Island Dive Center .....809-342-3053 
Fernandez Bay Village......800-940-1905 


Eleuthera/Harbour Island 


.800-223-6961 


Romora Bay Club............. 809-333-2323 
Valentine’s Dive Center ....800-383-6480 
Exuma 

Exuma Fantasea .............. 800-760-0700 
Grand Bahama/ Freeport 

The Underwater 

Explorers Society............. 800-992-DIVE 
Xanadu Undersea 
ACventures...........csccecceeees 800-327-8150 
Long Island 

Stella Maris Resort........... 800-426-0466 
New Providence/ Nassau 

Bahama Divers...............:. 800-398-DIVE 
Custom Aquatics ............. 809-362-1492 
Dive Dive Dive .................. 800-368-3483 
Diver’s Haven.............2..6.. 809-393-0869 


Nassau Scuba Centre...... 800-327-8150 
Stuart Cove’s 


Dive South Ocean ............ 800-879-9832 
SM OIN Cl Sik. anessctececocarens cs 800-298-4786 
Sunskiff Divers ................. 800-331-5884 
San Salvador 

Riding Rook Inny...3.....5.02 800-272-1492 


Live-Aboard Dive Boats 

Blackbeard’s Cruises....... 800-327-9600 
Bottom Time Adventures .800-234-8464 
Nekton Diving Cruises .....800-899-6753 


Out Island Voyages........... 800-241-4591 
mat IPQQON ....ivdcass ane seein 305-522-0161 
Sea Fever Diving Cruises .800-443-3837 
The Dream Team............. 800-741-5335 


© 1995, Bahamas Ministry of Tourism/Bahamas Diving Association 








000 Reasons to 
Dive The Rahamas 















































sunny, cloudless sky and a crys- 

talsea. Mammoth, wilderness 
dtoyacwr-t are me lUl- lial emexe) aancelar-le)(- mere) a 
tages nestled on a palm-crowded, 
beachy tropical isle. There are many 
definitions of paradise; for scuba 
divers, this is certainly one of them. 
On the way to a world-class diving 
adventure, | found a bonus, lovely 
Manta Resort on the nearly mystical 
coral ramparts of Glover’s Reef. 

Getting here used to be an adven- 
ture all by itself. This is not your neigh- 
oxo) diate a-1-)mal>> aancem-mal-t-1a eh mMValir-lel> 
five minutes from the airport. This is 
Glover’s Reef. Of the huge and unique 
atolls of Belize, this is the farthest 
1ico)anl ={=)|74-mOl1NM(Al=y> AN mole manllicxs) Relale p 
therefore, the least visited and least 
alehW ame) mcatomiale>\-mere)e-|malalerome)smiare 
coast. Today, getting here is a breeze 
or at least a brisk boat ride. What used 
to be a five hour partially open ocean 
(of €ok-s-3) 010 mom aon! ar-mexelanicolar-leli-malre 
\ao)0|ar- (arom Romeaiialeicomia)] om jamiaic Rotem cele) 
Pelagic, the new twin diesel transfer 
vessel that looks and performs like a 
(eo) Voi dlor= | meler-r-la mz: (e1g] em Od ii ale mlam ey-lal 
\Comols] male-jaig-)elola melam\iclaltcent-svelae 
our boat and resort were full this trip— 
26 of the happiest divers you could 
ever meet. 

Owing to sheer luck, several of the 
couples aboard were with us on our 
visit last year. Some of us were return- 
ing to what we already knew was go- 


Ns TL Oe ERE BR eh SiS BABS a 


44 SKIN DIVER JUNE 1996 











ocuba Paradise Found on Glover’s Reef 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY RICK FREHSEE 


Hakemn Com oX-ma'Zelalet>1aaelmeshvalalem-Ualom-| 
Claire ler-mactclelam=y.4el-lal-)aler-mm malo mate h 
divers were in for a treat; the opening 
Mia\>me)ame)al>me)m iai-11 al 0Le)>)mer-| a0 [om c-t-(em 
“l’ve found paradise.” 

First of all, consider the setting; it’s 
ready made for a tropical dream. At 
the southwestern corner of Glover’s 
Reef Atoll is a pair of islands, both 
Ko) euest- lake hvar-Ualemereh\2-1a-10 mM Unaemaeh\z-1 
palms. Manta Resort is a series of 
wooden cottages, spaced for view 
and privacy at the edge of the sea on 
the southwesternmost isle. Between 
the two islands is one of the prettiest, 
most tropical views in all Belize—a 
folaVEcir<l mt -lael-ie-U em fae relelal-r- laren aleral=xe 
lehVm o\-x- (eale=\alem Ox-||aatsm@lamial-male)ay4e) a 
to the south Is a fringe of low white- 
caps, where the sea meets the gold- 
en fringing reefs. The sun rises and 


ad 

















sets over swaying palms. The resort 
ifeter-\ ms oe)ial @icm-merar-taneliale pam sar- iced al-10 
roof restaurant and lounge suspend- 
Yom iamaalomr-telelelam-lalema-r-leral-remar-ur-| 
wooden pier. Acluster of medium 
sized outboard powered dive boats Is 
docked at the restaurant and pier 
mounted dive and wet storage shop. 
In addition to a few small staff and 
S10] e) eke) am eleii(e||arelspmdal>me)elh/me)sal>|an-j10 be 
nificant structures on the 12 acre isle 
are a dock for Pelagic and a rotunda- 
J NAComs des gaelelaiccremanvomr-lanliNAielicce 
Belize, a tiny country with botha 
(@r-Tal desl avanl=)a(erslamelarem- mice) e)er-lmisir-lale. 
flavor, faces the Caribbean Sea. 
Twelve to 15 miles offshore is the 
faakossjmere)ajiialecelesmc)ic-1(eam WAC maall(=1>) Re) 
the longest barrier reef in the Eastern 
Hemisphere. Farther out are three dis- 
tinctive coral atolls, each a universe in 
itself. In between, 1,000 tropical isles 
hover in transparent seas. This combi- 
nation presents one of the most spec- 
tacular and extensive dive environ- 
faalclalecmiamtalsm\ (c\WaA'ce)a(e ml hae) e)(erse 
Glover’s Reef is Belize’s wilderness 
atoll. Seventeen miles long and 13 
faalitsssmud(e (seul asus mesa l0 lal. @e)melUlcomal-livlcce 
most of which is below the sea. The 81 
SXolUr-lacmaaliicmslact- Mal eeliameat>meh’s-1 meni 
reefs provides a pedestal for more than 
7A) ON ey-\toiauc-\-1iswralielalemaatcmeleiccimaiarep 





The 55 foot Pelagic transfers divers 
to Manta Resort from Belize City in 
a speedy 2 hours and 15 minutes. 


aluletomere)ro(-lamerele-Ursmaclaale)(-mcenr-lcene! 
series of pinnacles, towers and walls at 
dalse| 40) Oe) im 

(CifoN{-Tae-m low: lam-linalessimcvel lem arale me) 
fringing reefs, interrupted by a few 
fats lane) mia (si tsmre\ ale mrs (erei= al tocem ©)var- Mal=\ 810 be 
110] ke) im (o) Van dae) ©) (er-| is} (=ss em mol ale mOr-\ ym Orel 
and West Cut are typical of the passes 
idalaelerelamaar-maci-amr-UiLenialare mr-leLet—x-s- ce) 
lave migeenmeatsmatsy(e(-me)m talom-1ce)| Pm al=1e~ 
are no real islands at the northern end 
of the atoll. Toward the southern end 
FSM No) adahlii=s>] @ Or-\\,2em me) ale m Or-\\i-mm Vile (el(= 
(OF Wie [ale maalsmalemeteleldan ct] m Or: WZotoF 


the atoll’s only small slices of real es- 
tate. This is a vista of sea and sky and 
a few groves of palms, nearly unblem- 
RJalsrem ohVaaalomar-lalemeonmant-lamma-la’are\u 
boats visit Glover’s Reef on a regular 
lok-\< eam mals) @ om ioers me (elele mejar-lalex-meal- 1a 
you are here for a week, you will never 
see a boat other than from the resort. 
Nearly the only sign of civilization is 
Wifelalecle (oe) am 

Living on a secluded tropical island 
allows rest, relaxation and an uncom- 
mon personal experience. When it Is 
colored by a good dive operation, ex- 
(ox=1i[=1a) Ma elele m= lao m-mi>))mielamiar-laleseal 
leX-xexe)aalorow-lamelaie)aetsiarclel(omiaicsiaiele(=n 
The day begins, if you are up early 
(ankoys) me) mi Ulow-la-m lal elsrem ohvam neh 0l0mo)aa) F 






















with a golden sun rising over the sister 
island. Breakfast (eggs, omelettes, 
pancakes, etc.) precedes an 8:30 am 
departure at the docks. 

ai alcmoler-te-mr-la-meelavermeh’\Zel-remr- tare 
fast—several nearly identical 26 foot 
twin outboards with side seats and a 
center tank console. Trips to the near- 
by reefs are often three to five min- 
Uhcotsoam atom (o) ave {>t} amu ale)aaar-lmenaelarcm ce) 
dive sites are about 15 minutes. The 
dive area presents about 30 known 
sites all along the southern, eastern 
and western edges of the atoll. The 
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dives in the morning and one in the af- 
i€-yaarexe)ame-1ae)0) ale m-ane] 0) pm =ier-tamalre ian: 
dives are scheduled periodically dur- 
ing the week. 

All meals are served in the Manta 
mecYo Toxo] amnt-s-3 0-10) e-lahar- are m Blabaazerele 
syle mel atouamr-Valomeolialatciar-lacm-ta ies has 
ola nts saliale Ms) elsreit=| Mame lme|lalalciasal=icomis 
a choice of two entrees, usually sea- 
food, steak or chicken. Desserts are 
Sumptuous and wine Is served with 
the evening meal. After the evening 
dive your time is your own. Resting, 
reading, sunning, swimming, snorkel- 
Tale me) mmer-lalelsilalem-lacmoUhcWacm-Nclitele)(oe 
@)e)irelar=lmilsvaliave maa) essmer-lam e\-m-lae-iale[-16) 
on the flats for Bonefish or Permit or 
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Caribbean Sea 


out on the deep blue for Wahoo, 
WFeValiame)arey-liLitsiammsrereiiclmilicm= (male aia 
Wars Van vele Mm aal-l.¢- me) ml em ial-me)al \acielal—1010)(— 
sme |\alavemslare mantsrslicwm ele)same) mal (elamercla 
be adjusted with minor variations by a 

visiting group. 
Blatoxelhvlalem-landice/alaa\-lalemr-(ouaelle aim e\— 
expected, is a nearly pure, virgin 
wilderness. What might not be ex- 
pected is the range of diversity. 
PNidavelurelamaah a 9)a-10-1e-1 ale miomeel-meleltoi4 
walls, there is a great variety of depth, 
bottom cover and type of coral forma- 
(Continued on Page 97) 
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Above: Scuba Outpost dock and buildings. 
Below: Looking east from a hill above 
Doctor’s Cove, Emerald Bay and Scuba 
Outpost. Below left: A Garibaldi, Sheep- 
head and yellow anemones at Ship Rock. 





Ithough it’s only about 20 miles 

from Los Angeles, Santa Catalina 
Island’s Emerald Bay, home to Scuba 
Outpost, might as well be light years 
away. There are no freeways here, no 
condos, no hotels, no restaurants. The 
acres of grassy, cactus dotted hills, 
home to island fox, deer and wild boar 
(among others), do not sprout a forest of 
TV antennae. 

As you approach Scuba Outpost from 
the sea aboard Miss Christy, all is 
serene. Trees, including enormous eu- 
calyptus, shade the quiet camp; calm 
emerald waters lap its rocky shore. The 
large brown building unobtrusively nes- 
tled in the center is the dining hall, com- 
plete with fireplace. The small white cab- 
ins dotting the hillside will be your week- 
end home. 

One does not come to Scuba 
Outpost for luxury (although there are 
surprises). This is a rustic retreat. Each 
unheated cabin contains eight single 
bunks. The thick mattresses are com- 
fortable but you supply the bedding 
(sleeping bags are recommended). The 
showers and restrooms are steps away, 
in separate unheated buildings (bring 
your own towels). 

One does come to Scuba Outpost for 
a serene, relaxing weekend that includes 
diving and hiking along, perhaps, with 
snorkeling and kayaking. 

The weekend begins in Marina del 
Rey on Friday with an 8:00 am departure 
on the Miss Christy. Ninety minutes later 
you'll be at the Outpost dock. A 
Weekend Getaway includes unlimited 
beach diving and four boat dives. Friday 
is a free day; no boat dives are sched- 
uled. This allows plenty of time to settle 
into your cabin, take a hike, get a good 
start on that novel you always meant to 
read and/or make a beach dive or two. 

Although most people prefer to bring 
all of their own gear except tanks and 
weights, you can arrive on the island 
with no equipment at all and everything 
needed will be supplied. That all gear is 








included is one of the surprises | men- 
tioned earlier. Meals are another. 

During summer weekdays, Scuba 
Outpost is a Boy Scout and Sea Scout 
camp. As you wander the grounds on 
Weekend Getaways, you can imagine 
what they must be like when occupied 
by 300 to 400 exuberant scouts. | don't 
Know what meals the boys are served 
but I’m certain they’re not what we en- 
joyed! Dinners may include herb sea- 
soned roast leg of lamb and roast chick- 
en or steak and shrimp, accompanied 
by bowtie pasta, new potatoes, salad 
and steamed vegetables, all perfectly 
cooked and served family style. 

Lunches are pasta salads and make- 
your-own-sandwiches along with sliced 
melon, kiwi fruit and strawberries. Coffee 
and hot tea are always available on the 
dining hall porch, bottled water and soft 
drinks are available in a cooler at the din- 
ing hall (there’s also a cooler in each 
cabin). Each cabin also has a bowl of 
apples, oranges, bananas and snack 
bars for energy between meals. 

Breakfasts feature omelettes made to 
order (with a gourmet supply of ingredi- 
ents) as well as hot cereal, fruit, hash 
browns, bagels and yogurt. 

On Sunday, sandwiches and fruit are 
offered aboard the Miss Christy on the 
trip home. 

Scuba Outpost is right on Emerald 
Bay, acalm, popular power and sailboat 
anchorage. |’ve made numerous dives at 
Indian Rock, in the center of the bay. It 
is best dived by boat since it is 400 yards 
from the Scuba Outpost beach, there is 
almost always boat traffic and there can 
be strong currents. Indian Rock, less 
than 30 feet deep, features a kelp forest 
that is home to Horn Sharks, Garibaldi 
and other typical California sealife. 

Scuba Outpost beach dives can be 
made in little Doctor’s Cove. After an 
easy entry from a rocky beach, you can 
swim west to Table Rock. An easterly 
swim (often with the aid of a light current) 
will take you around a bend and onto the 
beach by the Scuba Outpost dock. Both 
dives feature kelo and a multitude of ma- 
rine creatures. On our easterly swim, my 
buddy, Brian Downing, reported seeing 
numerous juvenile Horn Sharks. 
Leopard Sharks and Bat Rays have also 
been sighted here. 

After your dive, leave your tanks and 
weightbelts on the beach (it is a luxury 
not to have to lug them!); the staff will 
take care of them. A freshwater rinse sta- 
tion has been set up outside the showers 
for the rest of your gear. There is room to 
hang wetsuits and BCs as well as spread 
mask, fins, etc., to dry. (It will dry quickly, 
Catalina is an arid island, receiving only 
about 14 inches of rain a year.) 

There was no boat diving on the 
Saturday of our trio owing to high winds. 


Our front yard is a wreck, 


and a 110 foot wall, and a snorkel away from the bar 





1 week...all food... 


~~ unlimited going under...$775 sitll 
Wreck and wall diving right from our beach! 
aoe Call our toll-free number and we'll answer all =» ~—~= 
ms your questions and send you a beautiful 
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‘ brochure. A family operation. , 
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Roatan, Honduras Bay Islands 


Expect the Honduras Bay Islands’ famous diving... 


with a twist! 


Spectacular, pristine diving. You'll have the opportunity to dive with whale 
sharks, enjoy fishing, hiking, kayaking, canoeing, horseback riding, cave 
explorations, and more. And it’s so easy to get to with our new air service. 
Utila Lodge offers a full service dive operation with large, air conditioned 
rooms overlooking the water. All with no hidden costs. Taxes, diving, and 


meals are included in one low price. 
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ADVANCED 
COURSES 





ALIKE... 





anita Contact SSI for the 
Authorized Dealer near you. 





FM ® 
Because We Care 


SCUBA SCHOOLS INTERNATIONAL 


2619 CANTON CT. © FT COLLINS, CO 80525-4498 
1(800) 892-2702 © (970) 482-0883 / FAX (970) 482-6157 


SSILEN@aol.com * SSIHQ@delphi.com * 71234,2437@compuserve.com 
Internet: http://www.ssiusa.com 


© COPYRIGHT 1995 CONCEPT SYSTEMS, INC. 
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SCUBA OUTPOST 


This is an unusual occurrence at Emerald 
Bay, only a nor’wester can rile the waters 
of this protected cove. For me, however, 
the sites we dived on Sunday, among the 
best Catalina has to offer, made up for the 
lack of diving the day before. 

On that Sunday, six of us boarded the 
18 foot inflatable (the 47 foot Miss Christy 
is now being used for diving) and motored 
to the Isthmus to dive Ship Rock and 
Isthmus Reef. 

Ship Rock is one of my favorite 
Catalina dives. The tall rock, covered with 
bird guano, resembles the sail of a ship 
when seen from afar, thus its name. 
Depths range from the surface down to 
125 feet. Swept by currents, The water is 
almost always clear. On this day we only 
had about 30 feet of visibility but it often 
reaches 75 to 100 feet here. The dive is 
made close to the rock in a thick kelp for- 
est. There is plentiful marine life and the 
remains of the Diosa de! Mar, a wooden 
1898 staysail schooner that ran aground 
in 1990. California Sealions play here; 
bright orange Garibaldi dart here and 
there among the kelp fronds. The rocky 
slopes and crevices are home to Horn 
and Swell Sharks as well as myriad small- 
er creatures, including nudibranchs and 
bright patches of encrusting yellow 
anemones. 

santa Catalina has a mild climate. In 
the winter, the air temperature can drop 
into the 50s (°F) at night; it rarely rises 
above 80 during summer days. Winter 
water temperatures can be in the low to 
middle 50s, in the late summer and fall 
they can be as warm as 72°F. 

Scuba Outpost also offers two day get- 
aways. Guests take a ferry (not included 
in the package) to Avalon or Two 
Harbors. (An Avalon arrival requires a 90 
minute bus ride to Two Harbors.) Scuba 
Outpost picks up guests in Two Harbors 
(also known as the Isthmus) and trans- 
ports them by truck or boat to the camp. 

Scuba Getaways offer an opportunity 
to increase your scuba skills by taking a 
course for an additional fee. Open water 
certification is offered every weekend, as 
is advanced certification, fish ecology and 
a buoyancy clinic. Every other weekend, 
rescue and divemaster certifications are 
offered (the latter takes two weekends). 

Once amonth, open water scuba in- 
structor, medic first aid, master scuba 
diver, enriched air instructor, oxygen in- 
structor and tank inspector are offered. 

The remote west end of Santa Catalina 
Island is aspecial, unspoiled place; 
Scuba Outpost offers a rare opportunity 
to experience it to the fullest. For more in- 
formation and/or reservations, contact 
Scuba Outpost, 726 Washington 











AUSTRALIA’S PREMIER LIVE-ABOARDS 


roll Coral Sea — 150 ft. visibility, sharks, 
spectacular wall diving and the Yongala Wreck 


Cod Hole — Huge Moray eels, giant 
_ potato cod and Maori Wrasse 
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Yongala Wreck — The South Pacific’s 
best big animal dive. 
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Mike Ball, ” 
the driving 
force 
behind this 
successful 
operation. 
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Close Encounters 
of the Bahamian Kind! 


sncounter one of the World’s Best Shark Dives! 
ean Reef, Bull, Hammerhead and Lemon sharks 
at Walker’s venture to our superb dive sites including 
sathedral and mysterious Spanish Cannon Reef, all just 
. ‘Night dive ight dives and a thrilling 
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Mebark d and warm water bouyancy. 
get your open water au alifvin 


Toll Free US 800-327-8150” 
In Ft. Lauderdale 954-462-3400 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 
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with Nassau Scuba Centre 
Our friendly and professional staff will 
treat you to a variety of dramatic wall 
and wreck diving, high voltage shark 
feeds and beautiful coral gardens 

from our spacious custom dive boats. 
Packages include four boat dives per day 
in arelaxing out-island atmosphere. 


Call for our variety of all inclusive 
Dive, Hotel and Air Packages 


al Od as od 
“trig aE 800-327-8150 
= Fax: (954) 462-4100 
Ph: (809) 362-1964 
Fax: (809) 362-1198 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 
P.O. Box 21766 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335 
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SCUBA OUTPOST 


Boulevard, Marina Del Rey, CA 90292; 
(800) 477-2822; (810) 574-8115 or fax 
(310) 574-8114. = 


DIVING MEDICINE 
(Continued from Page 20) 


specialist to determine the reason. 


INNER EAR PROBLEMS 

The inner ear consists of the hearing 
(auditory) and balance (vestibular) organs 
and their nerve connections to the brain. 
The inner ear is connected to the spinal 
fluid Soace and, when injured, can allow 
infection to spread into the brain. The in- 
ner ear is separated from the middle ear 
by the round and oval windows. Injuries to 
the middle ear include round window rup- 
ture, inner ear decompression sickness 
and vestibular decompression sickness. 

ROUND WINDOW RUPTURE. A more Seéri- 
ous barotrauma related to diving is rup- 
ture of the round window (RWR). You can 
cause RWR by forcefully trying to equal- 
ize during descent. By doing a Valsalva 
maneuver to equalize, you raise the pres- 
sure in the inner ear above ambient pres- 
sure. If the eustachian tube is blocked, 
the middle ear pressure will be below am- 
bient and the large pressure difference 
can blow out the round window (see dia- 
gram). When the round window tears, flu- 
id from the inner ear leaks into the middle 
ear. This fluid normally stabilizes both the 
hearing and the balance organs. When 
fluid is lost, hearing is lost; vertigo occurs 
and hissing or buzzing is heard constant- 
ly. The tear in the round window can heal 
itself but surgery is often needed to cor- 
rect the problem. If repair is incomplete, 
permanent partial hearing loss is likely 
and diving is no longer recommended. 
This injury, like middle ear squeeze, is to- 
tally preventable. 

INNER EAR DECOMPRESSION SICKNESS 
(DCS). Rarely, DCS can occur in the in- 
ner ear and cause permanent hearing 
loss or permanent abnormalities in bal- 
ance. This injury is characterized by sud- 
den total hearing loss in one ear following 
a dive. Inner ear DCS usually occurs in 
commercial divers after deep saturation 
diving. One case of suspected inner ear 
DCS was recounted in a sport diver but 
considering the larger number of sport 
divers and the questionable diagnosis, 
there should be no concern for inner ear 
DCS in sport diving. If other symptoms, 
such as hearing loss, vertigo, dizziness or 
loud roaring or ringing noises are present, 
you should promptly consult an ENT (ear, 
nose and throat) specialist. 

PERFORATED EARDRUM. YOu should not 








dive with a perforated eardrum. Some- 


times cold water entering the middle ear 
through a perforated eardrum will upset 
the balance mechanism next to the mid- 


dle ear and cause sudden vertigo, dizzi- 
ness or even vomiting. None of these PES M ORE THAN J | OTs ies 3» E Feud 
things are conducive to safe diving. As 
noted above, a hole in your eardrum will 
allow water to enter the middle ear and 
cause an infection. However, most 
eardrum perforations caused by diving 
are not permanent. If you rupture an 
eardrum, you should see a physician, get 
treatment to prevent ear infection and 
wait for healing to occur. You may be un- 
able to dive for three to four weeks but 
with proper care, the drum will heal. After 
your doctor’s approval, you should be 
able to dive again. 

Chronic eardrum perforations usually 
occur when there is poor eustachian tube 
function. Unless the tube functions prop- 
erly, the perforation will not heal. Fre- 
quently, poor eustachian tube function Is 


related to allergy or chronic sinus infec- Or-N Dee) ie COMBI) AYAD 
tion. Individuals who have a permanent AIR PACKAGE INFO & RATES: 


perforation should consult an ENT spe- 800-327-8150 


cialist. They should not dive until the 





causes of poor eustachian tube function mea 
have been adequately treated and the 
eardrum perforation has been repaired. San Pedro, Ambergris Cay 
Divers need to be aware that most (CLY OW py ecy UO MC LY DW yer SLUOne sy @) 
chronic middle ear disease results from P.O. Box 21766, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335 BEACH HOTEL 
poor eustachian tube function. Many A Neal Watson's Undersea Aaventure Affiliate e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com “""“™"er®™ 


nondivers have these problems. Anyone cite” aan Me Weer ceruibel ath 
who has inadequate eustachian tube 
function will develop middle and, possi- 
bly, inner ear barotrauma when exposed 
to the ambient pressure changes en- 
countered in diving. 

PREVENTING EAR INJURY. [he problem 
with equalizing originates from the inside 
of the ears and throat. You should learn 
the various ways to clear your ears. If you 
still have trouble after using the correct 
method of clearing, have an ear, nose The only 
and throat exam by a doctor who knows 9 ean 1 front 
diving medicine. Before seeking more 
medical advice, try the following: de- 
scend in the water feet first; begin to 
clear your ears on the surface before you 
begin your descent; and clear continu- 
ously as you descend. Be careful not to 
bear down too hard or you will risk a 








round window rupture. 

When diving, all the tissues of the body | | Xanadu Undersea 3 day/2 nt 
are subjected to the increased pressure Adventures ofters aie Fein 
of the surrounding water. The ears can- ; 
not be excluded from the ambient pres- EP wy i dives daily Pee The eRe TT ee 
sure of diving and, because their function including night dives, $ 1 57 
is to detect the minuscule pressure | | wrecks, sharks, walls, PP (954) 462-3400 
changes caused by sound, they are the ) 5 
weakest link among the pressure sensi- papa tat rt coat 800-327-8150 dct Meson haat obec 
tive organs. You are likely to experience | | Enjoy our private (809) 352-3811, 
ear problems sometime during your div- beach, pool, tennis. KANADU P.O. Box 21766. = 
ing lifetime. Protection of your ears during We’re minutes from UNDERSEA ADVENTURES Ma... er dal : z 
diving requires careful attention to the Ae a cin Aa Ft. Lauderdale, © 
health of your nose and throat and to your ce eh oink FREEPORT, GRAND BAHAMA FL 33335 
descent and ascent techniques. eS shopping. ANeal Watson's Undersea Adventure Affiliate e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 
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Our courses are limiter 
to 8 students, but our 
Assrooms are quite large. 






Scuba Diving is a sport that requires MORE. For MORE 
time, MORE habits, MORE comfort, MORE confidence and 
MORE safety, choose the all NEW “Dive Safe” courses 
from NASDS. You'll enjoy diving MORE. 


WE’RE CONVINCED YOU WILL AGREE 
YOU’RE WORTH THE BEST. 


The NASDS “Dive Safe” Program is available only at your! 
professional NASDS retail stores/school. ‘ 


FOR THE LOCATION NEAREST YOU CALL (800) 735-DIVE 
1012 South Yates ¢ Memphis, TN 38119 


USA ¢ JAPAN * AUSTRALIA ¢ CANADA « ITALY * SWEDEN ¢ CARIBBEAN 
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ADVANCED DIVING 
(Continued from Page 25) 


to the surface, how will you get it into the 
boat or up on the shore? Also, be certain 
the large item was not placed on the bot- 
tom on purpose. Divers have been 
known to recover things such as an en- 
gine block that was the anchor for a per- 
manent mooring buoy. 


WHAT MORE CAN YOU DO? 

Personal commitment and peer group 
pressure are powerful tools in the war 
against underwater trash. Make it your 
personal policy that no trash is thrown 
overboard. Encourage docks or marinas 
to provide adequate recycling and trash 
bins. Local tackle shops may recycle 
monofilament line. Call (800) 237-5539, 
extension 320 to recycle fishing line 
through a Berkley center. Help organize 
and/or participate in an underwater 
cleanup program at your favorite beach 
and dive site. 

If you see unlawful dumping, take pho- 
tograpns or videos of the dumping and 
the name of the vessel. International law 
and U.S. law prohibit the dumping of 
plastic trash in the oceans or navigable 
inland waterways and limit the overboard 
disposal of other garbage. The United 
States Coast Guard is charged with en- 
forcement of the MARPOL Annex V 
laws. 

If you spot potentially dangerous items 
Such as 55 gallon drums or medical 
waste, notify local authorities. Which 
agency provides this service in a local 
area varies. Typically, the chain of com- 
munication is from the diver to the beach 
divemaster to the cleanup coordinator. 
This activity leader will then notify the lo- 
cal police, fire department or hazardous 
materials cleanup team as appropriate. 
When a governmental agency is aware 
of the hazard, it will have a prescribed 
communication and action plan. 


SUMMARY 

If you have ever seen a ghost net drift- 
ing and killing hapless creatures caught 
in its webbing or a sealion slowly dying 
from a plastic ring cutting into its flesh or 
a pelican with its head and wing tangled 
in fishing line, you understand the lethal 
nature of marine trash. A fun day of div- 
ing is an easy contribution to the health 
of the underwater environment that re- 
turns the pleasure to us manyfold. 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
For complete information on how to 
plan an underwater cleanup event, or 
how to participate in the September 21, 
1996, International Coastal Cleanup, 
contact the Center for Marine Conserva- 
tion, International Cleanup Coordinator, 








“Learn To Dive” 
Ask your local 
participating dive 
center 





¢ The world’s Ist Swath Live-Aboard 


Boat — virtually eliminates motion. 


¢ Gourmet Dining, luxury cabins and 

5 Star service. 
e E-6 Processing and Nikonos Cameras. 
e Full Video Edit Capabilities. 
e Reef Survey program. 
e DAN Project Dive Safety Participant. 
¢ Ocean Kayaks and Skiing. 


e Professional Dive Staff. 
a 








June 2—June 8 Cay Sal Bank 


June 9—June 15 Bahama Adventure 


June 16—June 22 Cay Sal Bank 


POOH HOHE EHHE SHEE SEEOREE HOSE SE TEOEH HS HU SOO OSE HOSE OEE HEESE STOR TED ET OO EED 


June 23—June 29. Bahama Adventure 


COOSA SETH OE EEHESHLEESH OOOH ES HOSE ESE ES HOOD OEOOEE eoecevescccs 


June 50—July 6 SOLD OUT 


eavccveseseceoce coe eooccsseceveccseccces eone 


July 7—July 13. SOLDOUT 


eccveFecovcce eerecccccccce eesvescecors 


July 14—July20_ SOLDOUT 


Seo SS eV OHSS SESH EEHES SE EEEOOEEOTE HO EHSET HO SHOEEHOEHOHOHOHOHEOHHEOHEOOEEED 


July 21-July yar 4 Cay Sal Bank 


Poe eee COUR U UCU EES cee eee See eee cee 


July 28—Aug. 3 Bahama Adventure 
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Aug. 4 —Aug. 10 Cay Sal Bank 


‘see see ri sesee eeeeoee eeee 


Aug. 11 —Aug. 17 Cay Sal Bank 
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Aug. 18— .2A Cay Sal Bank 
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Aug. 25—Aug. 31 Bahama Adventure 
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Sept. 1 Sept. 7 Cay Sal Bank 


e@cce Pew eeevecsessooesesevesesoonnsesessesesese eeoe 


Sep .8-—Sept. 14 Bahama Adventure 


eoce econ eoeenFvoccene eoee eevee eeee 


Sept. 15—Sept.21 Cay Sal Bank 


eocee eeeccee eooee eoece eoce 


Sept. 22—Sept.28 | Bahama Adventure 








hard-core but you delivered the 
smoothest, most comfortable diving 

experience imaginable...we have 
already committed to return for your 

winter itinerary!” —Jeff Turner 


Call us at: 
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-WORLD 


(800) 899-6753 © (954) 463-9324 


U.S. Patents 5,140, 924 and 5,282,763 Ship’s Registry: U.S. Nekton® isa registered service mark. 


Optional 
Shark Dives 
on 
Every Cruise! 


A First-Class Cruise to The Bahamas Best Diving 


¢3 World-Class Itineraries. 

¢ Southern Bahamas: Exumas, Rum Cay, 
San Salvador, Conception Island. 

¢ Cay Sal: Victory Reef, Orange Cay, Blue 
Holes, Elbow and Water Cay. 


¢ Bahama Adventure: Theo’s Wreck, 
Lucaya, Gingerbread, Hesperus, Bimini. 
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Free Housing won't get you a job. 


JOB PLACEMENT WILL ! 


Michael Agenbroad, Hawaii 

Heather Allaker, Utila, Bay Islands 
Amanda Allaker, Grand Bahama 
Steve Andrews, Aruba 

Tom Atkins, Turks & Caicos 

Karl Augspurger, Grand Cayman 
Andrew Bailey, Dominican Republic 
Douglas Ballard, Florida Keys 

David Banks, Tortola 

Manion Bardenbacher, Dominican Republic 
Eric Barnhart, Mexico 

Mike Beach, Blackbeards Cruises 
Brian Bennet, Belize 

Tracer Borden, St. John, Virgin Islands 
Greg Boron, Jamaica 

Susan Bowers, St. Lucia 

Lisa Bretwick, Grand Bahama 

Mark Brunning, Ocean Quest 
Bryant Buck, Key West 

Greg Busse, Hawaii 

Bob Carpenter, British Virgin Islands 
Chris Cargile, St. Martin 

John Clark, Martinique 

Darren DeDario, Turks and Caicos 
Frances Derry, Mexico 

Lisa DeSabatino, St. Lucia 

Gary DeSimone, Bequia, Grenadines 
Sacha Devine, Honduras 

Roderick Dickson, Utila, Bay Islands 
Keith Ells, Antigua 

Andre Esterhuizen, Belize 

Nanette Lloyd, Antigua 

Simon Lloyd, Antigua 

Betty Lumbert, Roatan 

Scott Lumbert, Roatan 

Doug Mahon, Admiral Cruise Lines 
Mark Mathewson, British Virgin Islands 
Tobert Monnens, Bequia, Grenadines 
James Moran, Hawaii 

Scott Field, Florida 

Jeffery Fisher, Turks and Caicos 

Chris Foy, Antigua 

Krystin Franke, Turks and Caicos 
Carolin Gatzke, St. Vincent 

Brian Grandy, Norweigan Cruise Lines 
Kendra Gudka, Turks and Caicos 
Chuck Haber, Mexico 

Mikel Ann Hall, Grand Cayman 

Jeff Harris, Sonora Bay 

Matt Hedrick, Thailand 

Nick Herwin, Turks and Caicos 
Christopher Hnelm, Martinique 

Mike Jacobsen, St. Thomas 

Eric Karson, Turks and Caicos 
Michael Kennedy, Aruba 


William Kirby, Virgin Islands 

Elliott Kourary, Nassau, Bahamas 
Edward Kremer, Grand Bahamas 
Jason Lambert, Bahamas 

Mike Landis, Norwegian Cruise Lines 
Larry Lengner, Aruba 

Tessa Le Van Den Abbeele, Jamaica 
Jason Morross, Royal Caribbean 
Dave Myers, Florida 

Mike Neal, Carnival Cruise Lines 
Bryce Ogle, St. Lucia 

Kristin Orndorff, Bimini, Bahamas 
Erol Ozashin, Tahiti 

Susan Pagey, Aggressor Fleet 
Colette Pepperell, St. Lucia 

Philipe Pepperell, St. Lucia 

Tony Pettersson, Freeport, Bahamas 
Bruce Phillips, Antigua 

Julie Predmore, Maui, Hawaii 

Paul Reid, Martinique 

Keith Santillano, Palau 

Diane Smoyak, Virgin Islands 

Fiona Stuart, Grand Cayman 

Alan Stuart, Grand Cayman 

Kyle Sutton, Blackbeards Cruises 
Carter Takacs, Antigua 

Steve Tarchak, Turks and Caicos 
Shaun Tucker, Mexico 

Ernst Von Der Esch, Dominican Republic 
Thomas Wagner, Florida Keys 

Rob Warner, Grand Cayman 

Borre Wickstrom, Mexico 

Andrew Woerner, Wind Star Cruises 
Angela Woerner, Wind Star Cruises 
Pat Woodruff, Florida Keys 

Matt Young, Hawaii » «= =» 


Call today Toll Free 
1-800-800-DIVE 

for your PADI Career 
Training 

Catalog. 


PRO DIVE. 


INTERNATIONAL 
Established 1975 


Professional Diving Schools of Florida 
801 Seabreeze Blvd. * Bahia Mar Yachting Resort ¢ Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 
Inside Florida or outside the U.S. Phone or Fax 954-761-8915 ¢ e-mail: prodive@icanect.net 


Licensed by the Florida State Board of Independent Post Secondary, Vocational Technical, Trade and Business Schools, License #79 
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Discover the 
riches 
of the deep 








ADVANCED DIVING 


1725 DeSales Street NW, #500, 
Washington, DC 20036; (202) 429-5609. 

Two excellent booklets to request 
from the Center for Marine Conservation 
are All About Beach Cleanups—A 
Helpful Planning Guide and the Pocket 
Guide to Marine Debris. 

For copies of the Underwater Cleanup 
and Conservation Monitoring Program 
brochure or the slide show on underwa- 
ter cleanups, contact the Center for 
Marine Conservation—Gulf Coast 
Region, One Beach Drive, #804, St. 
Petersburg, FL 33701; (813) 895- 
2180, > 


WIN A BOAT— 
SINK ASHIP | 
KEY LARGO RAFFLE 


Key Largo, Florida has long been rec- 
ognized as one of the world’s premier 
destinations for both coral reef and 
shipwreck diving. While Mother Nature 
has graciously blessed the area with 
spectacular coral reefs, the wreck offer- 
ings have been augmented by inten- 
tionally sinking ships to serve as artificial 
reefs and dive attractions. 

The local dive and business commu- 
nity had its first great success with this 
program in 1987 by raising the 
$175,000 necessary to clean the 327 
foot U.S. Coast Guard cutters Bibb and 
Duane, tow them from Boston and sink 
them one mile south of Molasses Reef. 
The decommissioned ships had been 
donated but it was up to the Key Largo 
dive community to raise the money to 
make the project a reality. Obviously 
they succeeded and the two ships are 
among the most popular wreck dives in 
the Western Hemisphere. 

Now it is time to embrace another 
shipwreck project for Key Largo. The 
Bibb and Duane sit in 130 and 120 feet 
respectively, perfect for experienced 
divers but beyond the comfort level of 
beginners. Plus, the Duane is so popular 
dive boats may have to wait in line for 
one of the mooring buoys. As a result, 
Key Largo dive operators have targeted 
anew artificial reef site in only 100 feet of 
water. They propose to sink a giant 510 
foot ship there during the summer of 
1996. The Spiegel Grove project will add 
another much needed ship to the Key 
Largo dive portfolio. Because of the shal- 
lower depth, greater profile of the ship 
and a location protected from the more 
extreme Gulf Stream currents, this new 
shipwreck promises to be even more ac- 
cessible and popular than the Duane. 

The Spiegel Grove was launched in 
1955 as a transport for amphibious 











boats. There is a cavernous stern com- 
partment that will be home to schools of 
grunts and snappers shortly after she 
settles into her new home just north of 
the Benwood and south of The Elbow. 
Her massive wheelhouse and deck 
structure will also provide spectacular 
habitat for tropical marine life. 

Sinking this ship still requires a major 
fundraising effort by Key Largo dive op- 
erators. At least $200,000 has to be 
raised to clean the Spiegel Grove of po- 
tential contaminants and tow her to her 
designated artificial reef site. To assist in 
the funding of this project, the Key Largo 
Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring a 
raffle to win a 21 foot Wahoo openfisher- 
man with a 200 horsepower Mercury 
outboard. 

This fabulous boat and motor will go to 
the lucky winner who buys a $100 raffle 
ticket. There is a guarantee that no more 
than 2,000 tickets will be sold, creating a 
very good chance of success. But the re- 
al advantage is that the proceeds go di- 
rectly toward the sinking of the Spiegel 
Grove. 

This project is nearing its final stages 
but there is still time to buy a raffle ticket. 
Call the Key Largo Chamber of Com- 
merce at (800) 822-1088 to buy a ticket 
today! They will happily accept credit 
cards and send your raffle ticket to you in 
time for the big drawing. 

For corporate sponsors who would 
like to be involved with the Spiegel Grove 
Project, a tax exempt fund has been es- 
tablished to facilitate contributions. For 
further information, contact Stephen 
Frink at (805) 451-3737. = 











Dive in surroundings that will excite and stir the imagination. 
Explore the coral reefs with qualified dive professionals to guide 
and assist you. And, on land, the finest accommodations in the 

many and varied Sunset facilities from the most comfortable 

to pampered luxury...All on a Caribbean island abounding 
with native beauty, wildlife, a National Park, plus fine dining, 
entertainment and sporting activities from horseback riding, 
snorkeling, trail biking and so much more to satisfy the most 
discriminating of vacationers. Enjoy unbeatable weather in this 
southernmost island destination below the hurricane belt. 
Ask anyone who’s been to Bonaire why they keep coming back! 


1996 BON: -ANZA ‘lis 


Wed. direct flight departures only. 
Price Includes: 7 Nights, valid 4/16/96-12/15/96. 
° Roundtrip airfare from Miami to Bonaire For travel other days of the 
U.S. Departure Tax e U.S. Federal Taxes week Add $70 » For Non-Diving 
Hotel Transfers e Welcome cocktail Companion Deduct $200 « 
Map of Bonaire e Bonaire Poster e Breakfast = Upgrade to 12 Boat Dive Package 
buffet daily except morning of departure Add $80 ¢ Saturday Air Add-on 
Six days of diving e One 1-tank guided boat —_from Atlanta $175 per person 
dive per day e One night boat dive per stay ¢ Call for our low rates from your 
Unlimited airfills for shore diving home city. Certain restrictions and 
Use of tanks, weights and weightbelt blackout periods apply. Not 
> All service charges and taxes included: Bonaire Departure Tax 
Discounts on Budget Car Rentals and $10 Marine Park Fee. 
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Scuba Diving Travel Specialists 
PO. Box 3299/Longwood, FL 32779 
407-774-9000/FAX 407-682-6000 


USA & CAN. Eau 328-2288 
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ECAYSLAN 


Your Guide 


Don Foster's, Grand Cayman 


Don Foster’s has 2 dive 
shops on 7 Mile Beach and 
headquarters at the Radisson 
Resort. Experience our daily 1 
and 2 tank dives, Stingray City 
and instruction classes that 
make our diving safe and fun. 
Convenient 9:30 am departure 
and courtesy hotel pick-up. 
Complemented by the Ocean 
Photo Center & watersports fa- 
cility, please call to check out 


excellent package rates. 1-800-83-DIVER or 214-722-2535, Fax: 214-722-6511. 
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Brac Aquatics & Brac Caribbean, Cayman Brac 


Brac Aquatics, the island's oldest & most 
experienced dive operator, has teamed up_ 
with Cayman Brac’s newest & by far finest 
full service luxury resort. We dive a vast va- = 
riety of spectacular sites, including Little - 
Cayman your way! Our prices & services 
will spoil you forever! Call for unbelievable a 
packages & prices in hotels, villas, condos & private homes. Or, try the ulti- 
mate, LITTLE CAYMAN DIVER II, a former 90 foot mega-yacht. Very per- 
sonalized with only 10 divers maximum in 5 cabins, each with private 
head & shower. BRAC AQUATICS, P.O. Box 273781, Tampa, FL 33688- 
3781. Or call: 1-800-544-2722 * 813-962-2236 or Fax: 813-264-2742. 
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Soto's Cruises, Grand Cayman 


Diving and snorkeling 
with Soto’s Cruises is a 
pleasure. Our profession- 
al crew always ensures 
great personalized ser- 
vice. Enjoy the luxury 
comfort of our fine dive 
boats, 55 foot SEA HUNT 
and 33 foot SEA FORCE 
while diving the NORTH 
and WEST Walls. Trans- 
portation and a beverage 
are provided. CALL 1-809-947-4576, Fax: 1-809-945-1527. 
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Treasure Island Resort & Scuba Sensations, G.C. 


Cayman's newest, oldest and . sol 
hottest dive operation. Combining | 
the talent and expertise of Peter @% 
Milburn with Ron & Kathie Kipp at the @ 











low as $399 for 4 days, 3 nights and 2 * 
days of diving. Includes 2 am tank” 
dives, 1 night boat dive, unlimited - ot ee 
shore diving & other added-value features. Computer divers are nis sane 
yet special attention is always paid to our newly certified guests. 
Reservations tollfree 1-800-767-0445 » Fax: (809) 949-8731 
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Red Sail Sports, Grand Cayman 


Diving is at its best with Red Sail 
Sports, now at three exciting locations 
(Hyatt and Westin on Seven Mile 
Beach and Rum Point on the north side_ 
of the island). Daily dive trips visit # 
spectacular walls, reefs and wrecks® 
aboard custom dive boats boasting 
freshwater showers, restrooms, rinse © ero —e 
tanks and more. Our scuba school offers a wide range of ¢ courses. 
Accessible for handicapped divers. Wide variety of packages, including ac- 
commodations at the Hyatt Regency, Westin Casaurina, Clarion, Seaview 
Hotel and Condominiums. Our full watersports facilities also offer luxury 
catamaran sailing, watersports and more. Reservations 1-800-255-6425. 
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Cayman Diving Lodge, Grand Cayman 


Gateway to Grand 
Cayman's East End since 
1972. Experience the best 
diving in the Cayman 
Islands! Inclusive dive vaca- 
tion packages. All services 
(dive operation, dining, bar, « 
hotel) located on-site at our* 
small, secluded beachfront 
dedicated diving lodge. 800- 
TLC-DIVE. US & Canada. 
Fax: 806-798-7568. 
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Fisheye, Grand Cayman 


Fisheye, Grand Cayman's 
photo/dive specialist, offers 
great diving around the island 
for small groups from 3 custom 
built boats. Fisheye also offers 
extensive photo and video 
rental, year-round photo classes 
and fast film processing. Highly 
personalized and very friendly. 
Complete accommodation 
packages available. For reservations or information call 1-800-887-8569. 
Fisheye, P.O. Box 30076, Seven Mile Beach, Grand Cayman, BWI 
Ph: 809-947-4209 or Fax: 809-947-4208. Across from the new Westin. 
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Bob Soto’s Diving, Ltd., Grand Cayman 


“Bob Soto’s Diving is the Cind- 
erella story of resort diving services,” 
according to Skin Diver Magazine. 
Cayman's only PADI 5 Star Devel- 
opment Center, Bob Soto’s has more 
than 30 dive packages to choose from 
with preferential airfares, accommo- 
dations & dive options. Dive pack- 
ages with accommodations, PP/Dbl, start as low as $299. Fly Cayman 
Airways, our national carrier. Complement superb Cayman diving with 
truly outstanding customer service. Repeat customers rate our dive 
experts #1 in friendly, professional service. It all starts with only One Call 
to our Reservations Hotline. 1-800-BOB SOTO. Fax: (809) 949-8731. 
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Combine the com- 
fort and luxury of 
Cayman’s only all- 
suites hotel with the 
highly-personalized 
service On Our cus- 
tom-built dive boats. 
Offering both North 
and West Wall diving, 
quality is a standard 
throughout, from the 12-diver maximum to the illustrated briefings, fruit 
and towels. Call 1-800-654-3130, Fax: 809-947-5024. 
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Quabbin Dives, Grand Cayman 


For more than 16 years 
Quabbin Dives has led the way 
in personalized diving in the 
Cayman Islands. Sure, ever 
one says they offer “personale 
ized” service but at Quabbin= 
this really means something: 
Just tell us what you come to 
Cayman for and we’|I do our 
best to make it happen. We adapt to you rather than the other way around. 
Call tollfree or fax for details, prices and availability. We'll take care of the 
rest. 800-238-6712 or Fax: 809-949-4781. Quabbin Dives, P.O. Box 2486- 
GT, Grand Cayman, British West Indies. 
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Sunset House, Grand Cayman 


Sunset House, known 
as Grand Cayman's #1 
hotel FOR divers BY 
divers, gives you every- # 
thing you need forthe @ 
perfect dive vacation:6 ~~ oe 
custom dive boats, a full-service divé shop with 12 professional instructors, 
dedicated Scuba School, photo centre, restaurant, freshwater pool, spa and 
seaside thatched-roof bar/patio—all just a few steps from your room. After an 
exciting dive at one of more than 150 available dive sites, you can relax over a 
tropical drink as you watch the sunset from our seaside patio. Package rates 
available. P.O. Box 479GT, Grand Cayman, BWI. Call 1-800-854-4767 or 
809-949-7111. Fax: 809-949-7101. 
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Treasure Island Divers, Grand Cayman 


North, South, East, West. Treasure 
Island Divers offers trips to all four sides 
of the island. You'll never have to dive 
the same site twite with Treasure Island 
Divers. Our professional and friendly 
staff offers guided dives. Or you can ex- 
plore on your own with extended bot- 
tom times for computer dives. We have 
three custom 45 foot dive boats—so big? 
you'll never feel crowded. We offer a> me iat iil 
full-service dive shop, lockers, video/photo services Sete a full range aot vis 
cational courses from resort to full certification. We're also a PADI 5 Star IDC 
Center. Call toll-free 1-800-872-7552 for air, land and diving packages. Fax: 
809-949-7125. 
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THE CAYMANIS 








Your Guide to Our Natural Treasures 





Cathy Church’s photo centre is the world’s 
largest and finest full-service U/W photo cen- 
tre. You'll love our easy, fun, afternoon U/W 
photo courses or one of Cathy’s highly ac- 
claimed 8 day courses (May-August 1996). 
Private instruction with Cathy is available year- 
round. Free mini-lesson and best prices on 
Nikonos, Sea & Sea and video rentals. 
Professional E-6 film processing and fast, reli- 
able Nikonos repair. Visit our gallery of breath- 
taking photos at affordable prices. At Sunset 
House, P.O. Box 479, Grand Cayman, BWI. 
Phone: (809) 949-7415, Fax: (809) 949-9770. 





Paradise Villas, Little Cayman 


Paradise Villas; heaven onthe 
edge of the Caribbean. Charming © 
villas featuring a master bedroom 
area with choice of king or twif 
beds, living room, verandah over- sa 
looking the ocean, fully equippedy ae ae 
kitchenette and air-conditioning = 
guarantee your comfort. a 

Cool off in the freshwater pool, or — 
just relax in a hammock by the 
ocean. At Paradise Villas relax in comfort and enjoy the untouched island of 
Little Cayman. Call for dive packages, Ph: (809) 948-0001; Fax: (809) 948-0002. 
Paradise Villas, P.O. Box 30, Little Cayman, Cayman Islands, BWI. 
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Parrots Landing, Grand Cayman 


UNLIMITED BOAT DIV- 
ING! With 8 custom dive 
boats, top-notch shoreline 
facilities and FREE tanks 
for shore diving, Parrots 
Landing is everything you 
need in a dive operator. 
Our on-island reservation- 
ists tailor your dive vaca- 
tion to suit your taste in 
adventure. Call 1-800-448- 
0428 and ask about CAY- 
MAN TO THE MAX! Direct (809) 949-8903. 
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Jackie’s Watersports, Grand Cayman 


At Jackie's, divers and snorkel- 
ers are treated professionally, 
friendly and efficiently. Our 
knowledgeable and qualified di- ™ 
vemasters do PADI and NAUI in- @ 
struction training. West and North = 
Wall dives. No overcrowding, 10 
divers maximum. Snorkelers get ee = 
great snorkeling, including Sandbar and Stingray eis F otels Bec fondd 
packages—economy to luxurious accommodations. Over 100 properties 
to choose from. Dive & Snorkel Packages call (809) 947-5791 (Jackie), Fax: 
(809) 945-3762. E-mail jackie@candw.ky. U.S. call 1-800-450-2084, Fax: 
(218) 722-7673. See Global Shopping Network on the Internet. 
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Ocean Frontiers (809) 947-7500 


SCUBA SERVICES Cayman Diving School (809) 949-4729 Neptune's Realm (809) 949-6444 
eS eae | Cayman Marine Lab (809) 916-0849 
GRAND CAYMAN Celebrity Divers (809) 949-3410 


Ambassador Divers (809) 949-8839 


Aquanauts Ltd. (809) 945-1990 
Beach Club Divers (809) 949-8100 


Bob Soto’s Diving Ltd. (809) 949-2022 


Calico Jacks (809) 949-4373 
Capitol’s Surfside (809) 949-7330 


Cayman Aggressor Ill (809) 949-5551 
Cayman Dive College (809) 949-4125 
Cayman Diving Lodge (809) 947-7555 


Off The Wall Divers (809) 947-7790 
Olien Miller (809) 947-6606 

Parrots Landing (809) 949-7884 

Peter Milburn (809) 947-5770 
Quabbin Dives (809) 949-5597 

Quabo Dives (809) 947-4769 

Red Sail Sports (809) 947-5965 

Rivers Sport Divers (809) 949-1181 
Scuba Sensations (809) 949-7777 x2572 
Seasports (809) 949-3965 


Clint Ebanks Scuba (809) 949-3873 
Crosby Watersports (809) 947-4049 
Dive Inn Ltd. (809) 949-0321 

Dive ‘n Stuff (809) 949-6033 

Dive Time Pirates Inn (809) 947-2339 
Don Foster's (809) 947-5132 

Eden Rock Diving (809) 949-7243 
Fisheye of Cayman (809) 947-4209 
Indies Divers (809) 947-5025 


Seven Mile Watersports (809) 949-0332 LITTLE CAYMAN 

Soto's Cruises (809) 947-4576 Little Cayman Diver Il (809) 948-1429 
Spanish Bay Reef (809) 949-3765 Paradise Divers (809) 948-0004 
Sunset Divers (809) 949-7111 Pirate’s Point (809) 948-1010 
Surfside Watersports (809) 947-6031 Reef Divers (809) 948-1033 

Tortuga Divers Ltd. (809) 947-2097 Sam McCoy’s (809) 948-0026 
Treasure Island Divers (809) 949-4456 Southern Cross Club (809) 948-1099 


CAYMAN BRAC 
Brac Aquatics Ltd. (809) 948-1429 WATERSPORTS 
GRAND CAYMAN 


Dive Tiara (809) 948-1553 
Reef Divers (809} 948-1323 Abanks Island Adventure (809) 949-5700 


CAYMAN ISLANDS DEPARTMENT 


GRAND CAYMAN 809-949-0623 » CHICAGO 847-678-6446 - HOUSTON 713-461-1317 -» LOS ANGELES 213-738-1968 - MIAMI 305-266-2300 » NEW YORK 











Experience the island's hospitality 
with Captain Marvin’s Aquatics and 
Enterprise Bed & Breakfast. Dive or 
snorkel with Captain Marvin, a water- most boautitul reeta: kaa 
sports pioneer in the Cayman Islands. ra ; ue 
Stay at the affordable Enterprise B & B hiner hiobdtiMeis sd, 
and for $95 ppdo. The Bed, Breakfast, variety of boat Gives are™ 
Boat & Buggy Package includes: spa- available. Pool wees and 
cious room and full American breakfast, oceanfront studio apart: 
personalized two-tank boat dive, free ments feature air-condi- 
shore diving, rental car each day, room as J __ tioning and kitchenettes. A 
only $55, dive only $55. Reservations and a" ‘restaurant, open-air bar, 


information Ph: (818) 716-8380, Fax: __ freshwater swimming pool, 
(818) 348-3433. http:/www.earthlink.net/~enterprise _ whirlpool, pro-dive shop are all on site. Call (800) 552-6281 or (809) 949-7468. 


Waterfront dive hotel 
overlooking the ocean and 
some of Cayman Islands’ 
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Tranquil, transparent waters, colorful gis = se 2s The Cayman Islands’ greatest 
marine life and breathtaking coral form- © — il - sci 7 natural wonder is Eden Rocks and 
ations are what you'll find when you ex- SSiitierey asa" Pr o= _ Devil's Grotto. Explore the tun- 
perience our extraordinary Scuba adVen- uses an ale » nels and caves or glide over the 
tures. The expert divemasters at Peter 7 ~ coral. You'll find it miraculous 
Hughes Dive Tiara will guide YoU "= —‘— that this coral system is so close 
through well-known Cayman Brac and _ to shore. Eden Rock Diving Center 
Little Cayman dives, all world-class sites. Our resident photo pros will assist _ is the gateway to the main attrac- 
you in capturing the beauty of Cayman Brac’s crystal clear waters. Offering —_ tion with its new dive center satisfying the needs of experienced, novice 
allthe amenities of a world-class dive resort and hosting the NikonosShoot- 
out and Schools, Peter Hughes Dive Tiara of the Divi Tiara Beach Resort of- — ult 42 foot boat and the best in unlimited shore diving. We specialize in — 
fers the best dive experience in the Cayman Islands. For reservations and instruction and offer PADI, NAUI, BSAC certification and student referral _ 
information Call: 1-800-367-3484 (U.S. & Canada), 919-419-3484. — dives. Ph: 809-949-7243. Fax: 809-949-0842. 
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Top: Scalloped Hammerhead, Roca Re- 
donda. Above: A marine iguana’s regal 
pose on Santiago Island. Below: Galapagos 
Tortoise, Darwin Station, Santa Cruz. 


yates: 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY BILL HARRIGAN 


here is no other place on earth like 
the Galapagos Islands. Four major 
ocean currents intersect there, over a 
thin spot in the earth’s crust that still 
spouts hot lava. Much of the coastal ter- 
rain appears desolate and prehistoric. 
Marine iguanas sun themselves on the 
volcanic rock next to penguins and 
sealions. Hammerhead Sharks patrol 
below, their bizarre profiles shaped by 
300 million years of evolution. Red- 
lioped Batfish, apparently constructed 
from the cosmic spare parts bin, sit 
serenely on the bottom, fishing for their 
prey. Magnificent Manta Rays fly past 
underwater, scooping up buckettfuls of 
plankton. Diving the Galapagos is like 
a trip to another time. 
Lammer Law was our time ma- 
chine, a vessel far more luxurious 
than any science fiction writer has 
dreamed. With a length of 93 feet and a 
beam of 42, Lammer Law has exception- 
al stability and interior space. The huge 
salon, with wall to wall carpeting, section- 





al couches and coffee tables, is more like 
an estate living room than a compartment 
ona boat. The excess size carries over in- 
to the nine bedrooms, each with a private 
bath, fine furniture and individually con- 
trolled air-conditioning. Large overhead 
hatches and windows in each room 
make the ambiance light and airy. Forget 
about cramped bunk beds—Lammer 
Law is equipped with queen sized beds 
that convert to twins in all cabins. Meals 
are served on the teak aft deck, with im- 
maculate linens and sparkling flatware. 
We ate like royalty! 


SUNDAY 

Mathias Espinosa, a Galapagos Park 
Naturalist and our divemaster, showed 
us around Lammer Law’s spacious dive 
deck, where individual storage bins and 
aluminum 80s were provided for each of 
us. We set up our BCs and regulators 
once, then the crew took care of every- 
thing. The tanks were quickly filled after 
each dive. 








eh 


-_ a 


a lem 4 
Aa ee Mc 


YT} - , . > © te’ 
eS ee pos ween 


Galapagos diving is done from 
dinghies because it is not possible to an- 
chor directly over the dive sites. Lammer 
Law's trimaran design makes boarding 
the dinghies a snap. Two sets of wide 
steps lead down to the dinghies, which 
rest securely on either side of the main 
hull. The dinghies are roomy, stable 
Carib 20 foot rigid hull inflatables. 

The first dive was a warm-up in shal- 
low water and extra weights were 
brought out so we could make adjust- 
ments to our belts. The action underwa- 
ter started right away, with a school of 
Golden Cowrays passing overhead. We 
also saw a preview of the colorful fish to 
come during the week. 


MONDAY 

Scalloped Hammerheads visited us 
for the first time this morning at North 
Seymour. Impressive would be an un- 
derstatement! We also got a taste of the 
currents and thermoclines that make the 
Galapagos a destination for experienced 
divers. We found Mat was right when he 
told us the visibility changes from day to 
day and site to site. The visibility actually 
changed during the course of a dive. 
Most of the time we had 60 to 80 feet but 
we also had a number of spectacular 
dives with visibility of more than 100 feet. 

About halfway through the dive my 
partner and | came across an incredibly 
thick aggregation of Yellowtail Grunts. 
We were able to hover right in their 
midst. Just as we left the grunts, blue 
footed boobies began diving from far 
above us. They hit the water like arrows, 
leaving a U-shaped trail of bubbles as 
they penetrated as deep as 20 feet to 
snare a fish. 


TUESDAY 

At dawn we were anchored near 
Roca Redonda, a monolith thrust from 
the water well away from the other ts- 
lands. Shearwaters and petrels skim- 

med the water all around us. 
Before breakfast we dropped out of 
the dinghy next to a school of hundreds 
(Continued on Page 66) 
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93 foot trimaran, ‘Lammer Law pro- 


Left: The bizarre Red-lipped Batfish (Ogcocephalus darwini) 
at Tagus Cove. Below: Galapagos Sealions frolic in the chan- 
nel between North and South Plaza Island, off Santa Cruz. 
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t's a tailgate party! Lobster tail, that is. 

And it’s one of the biggest social 
events of the year in sunny south Florida. 
Lobstermania, now considered as much 
a sociological onenomenon as a planned 
event, began when Dixie Divers spon- 
sored a small competition for the largest 
lobster caught during the July mini sea- 
son. That was back in 1979 and the 
prize was $100. This year, with thou- 
sands of entrants expected, there will be 
more than $35,000 worth of prizes 
awarded throughout Dixie Divers’ dozen 
retail stores. 

But, Lobstermania isn’t just about 
catching lobsters. Recognizing that dur- 
ing the two day opening mini season 
there are probably more divers in the wa- 
ter and on the beaches than at any other 
time of the year, Dixie Divers decided to 
use this unique opportunity to combine 
lobster lust with community participation 
in preserving the environment. As part of 
the reef and beach cleanup competition, 
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Dixie Diver 


ATT IA ile 


4 to 25 Mini iain 
Opening is Also a Reef and 
Beach Cleanup 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY SHIRLEY VANDERBILT 


Above: A Florida Spiny Lobster (Panulirus argus) on the lookout for Lobstermania par- 
ticipants. Right: Steve Metz bagged this 11 pound lobster and the grand prize in 1995. 





























Above: Bruce Paul proudly displays his 
catch. Below: Divers are required to carry 
a gauge and measure lobsters U/W; the 
carapace must be more than three inches. 


many divers are emerging with things 
other than lobsters in their catch bags. 
Categories for prizes include the most 
unique and most humorous trash finds, 
as well as a prize for the largest total 
amount collected. The bad news for 
competitors and good news for the sta- 
tus of our reefs, is that trash is getting 
harder to come by. What better indica- 
tion could there be that our efforts to save 
the environment 
are working? 

If you're having a 
hard time finding trash, 
you just might want to go 
for the lobsters. But, before 
you do, you'll need to be well 
prepared, not only with equipment 
but also information. The lobsters 
may be easy to find but catching them 
requires skill, Knowledge and patience. 

The Florida Spiny Lobster, much differ- 
ent from its northeastern relative, has no 
claws with which to defend itself. But 





— 


= 


BhOtd/eouirtesy Dixie Divers 








don't let that fool you. The sharp spines, 
placed in strategic positions all along 
the animal’s head, or carapace, are 
what give It its name and a reputation 
as a formidable prey. Scientists know 
this crustacean as Panulirus argus. 
Florida locals have more endearingly 
bestowed it with the title of “bug,” per- 
haps in response to its prehistoric, bug- 
like appearance. 

To catch lobsters you need to know a 
little about their behavior as well as their 
ohysique. Protruding from the spiny 
head are two equally spiny antennae, 
usually the first thing you'll see alerting 
you to the lobster’s presence under the 
ledge. Many novice hunters have mis- 
takenly grabbed this end of the lobster, 
expecting the bug to follow, but found 
themselves holding only the broken re- 
mains of the antennae—a bad move for 
both lobster and hunter. Biologists have 
indicated that whenever a lobster loses 
its antennae or legs energy that would 
have been directed toward the growth 
of its meaty tail is then diverted to regen- 
erate the lost appendage. This not only 
results in smaller loosters but also a cor- 
responding reduction in egg production 
in females. So remember, a rear attack 
is always best, whether you tickle them 
out into a net or use a Snare. 

Back in the old days, we used to catch 
lobsters by hand. But more sophisticated 
tools now save us from being painfully im- 
paled by the sharp spines. These new 
tools have also enabled us to more safely 
return those lobsters considered illegal. 
Florida’s saltwater fishing laws prohibit the 
taking of any female Spiny Lobster bearing 
eggs, the bright orange clusters (“berries”) 
tucked beneath the tail. You'll find egg 
bearers at both the beginning and the end 
of the season so look carefully before at- 
tempting your catch. Lobsters must have 
a carapace of more than three inches and 
this measurement must be obtained un- 
derwater, prior to bringing the animal to 
the surface. The measurement is made by 
hooking one side of the gauge at the 
notch between the horns and measuring 
to the other end of the carapace. In addi- 
tion to being illegal, tossing “shorts” back 
in after they’ve made the trip to the boat 
further stresses the bug and decreases its 
chances of reaching legal length. 

These are just a few of the ins and outs 
of lobster hunting; for more detailed infor- 
mation you might want to take advan- 
tage of Dixie Divers’ free seminars 
throughout the week leading up to 
Lobstermania. The informal lectures cov- 
er guidelines for hunting, state regula- 
tions on size and limits, a review of legal 
hunting methods and equipment, as well 
as safety precautions and conservation 
tios for protecting the reef and other ma- 
rine life. 

Dixie Divers, a multi-faceted leader in 














COMPRESSORS 


The new BASIC PACKAGE is 
designed as an economical, 
high quality alternative to 
¥ our classic breathing air sys- 
tems. These high pressure 
breathing air systems are 
2& available in 230 VAC single 

3), phase or three phase 
230/460 VAC electric motor 
“all. ee j drive, ranging from 4.3 to 
a J 26.0 SCFM charging rate with 
ee discharge pressures up to 
5000 PSIG. 





. These rugged, compact 
SE UIE estes, and portable high pressure 
i, _—_—sbreathing air systems are the 
“1 perfect choice for professional 
| divers and diving groups. 
I Available in gasoline or diesel 
engine drive, ranging from 3.6 
— on to 8.4 SCFM charging rate with 
Capitano discharge pressures up to 
Gas/Dive & 5000 PSIG. 





Utilus 10-D 


Complete with air purification 
Diesel Drive 


system and fill hose, these safe, 
reliable and lightweight portable 
compressors are designed for 
the serious sport diver. 

Available in electric motor drive 
single phase 230 VAC, three 
phase 230/460 VAC and gasoline 
or diesel engine drive. 





Compressor and drive unit 
can be carried separately 


BAUER COMPRESSORS, INC. 


1328 AZALEA GARDEN ROAD 
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 23502-1944 
(804) 855-6006 
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THE BELIZE 
YACHT CLUB & 
GAZ’S BELIZE 
DIVE CENTER 


The Belize Yacht Club is located on 
Ambergris Caye and features the Splash 
Bar with breakfast buffet, full service 
marina, fresh-water pool, a fully- 
equipped gym and suites with kitchens, 
A/C and private balconies. Gaz’s Belize 
Dive Center is a full service facility 
offering PADI instruction, local barrier 
reef diving, one-day and overnight trips 
to Lighthouse, Turneffe and the Blue 
Hole aboard the 55 ft. Manta IV. 


Coming in 1996... 
Full Restaurant & 
Conferenee Facilities 





Call for Hotel/ 
Dive Packages 


500-938-0860 


U.S. Ph: 305-772-0886 
Fax: 305-772-0737 
Belize Phone: 
011-501-26-2797 

Fax: 011-501-26-2892 


© AD/SD 1995 
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DIXIE DIVERS 
LOBSTERMANIA 


the dive industry, began in the late ’70s 
as a small dive shop in Ft. Pierce, estab- 
lished to meet the needs of local divers. 
Growing by leaps and bounds, the com- 
pany now includes a world renowned 
training institute, dive travel services, 
franchise opportunities and a chain of 
quality PADI Five Star facilities through- 
out southern and central Florida. With all 
this expansion, Dixie Divers has never 
lost that downhome, family atmosphere 
that first attracted local divers. Events 
such as Lobstermania give divers a 
chance to socialize and share in whole- 
some fun, with activities that eclipse 
generation gaps to include the young 
and the old. In more recent years, local 
radio stations have joined in the fun, 
generating impromptu parties at their 
live broadcasts from the Dixie Divers 
parking lot. As the end of the competi- 
tion draws near, the parking lot swells 
with anxious entrants awaiting final tal- 
lies. By the time the winners are an- 
nounced, a huge tailgate picnic is well 
underway, with the usual swapping of 
tall lobster tales. 

Lobstermania takes place this year on 
July 24 and 25, with many avid hunters 
jumping in the water right at midnight. 
Florida’s two day mini Season was es- 
tablished to provide recreational divers a 
chance at the bugs before the opening 
of the commercial fishing season on 
August 6, when traps are legally set. The 
season Is closed April 1 through August 
5, when lobsters are most likely to re- 
produce. For the convenience of those 
participating in the mini season, Dixie 
Divers’ stores will remain open until mid- 
night July 23, reopen at 7:00 am July 24 
and remain open until the deadline at 
6:00 pm on July 25. During that time, 
airfills will be offered at $1 per fill and the 
stores will be well stocked with hunting 
Supplies such as nets, gloves, snares 
and tickle sticks. 

TO participate in the Lobstermania 
competition, you’ll need to register in 
person at your local Dixie Divers store by 
7:00 pm the evening prior to the compe- 
tition. Registration is free but you may 
enter at only one location and your entry 
must be weighed and measured at that 
same location. What does it take to win? 
Well, some of the past winners of the 
grandaddy prize (the overall grand prize) 
have weighed in excess of 12 to 14 
pounds; last year’s winner tilted the 
scales at a “mere” 11 pounds! Lobsters 
are awarded prizes based on cumulative 
points, which includes weight, girth and 
length. They must be freshly caught in 
Florida waters and are permanently 
marked at their check-in. 








Each store awards a first, second and 
third prize, then cumulative points of all 
first prize winners are compared to de- 
termine the winner of the grandaddy 
prize. Grand prize winners in the past 
have walked away with such treasures 
as a Chronosport dive watch, custom fit 
wetsuit and acomplete set of U.S. 
Divers gear. Each store has 40 addition- 
al prizes, ranging from dive equipment 
and accessories to free charter trips or 
weekend getaways. Whether you bring 
in lobster or trash, it’s all great fun and 
just by participating you'll be entered ina 
prize drawing. If you were successful on 
your hunt, then the best prize of all 
awaits you when you dig into that suc- 
culent, white lobster meat hot off the grill 
or out of the oven. 

It's no coincidence there are Dixie 
Divers stores near all the great lobster 
spots, from the Florida Keys to Vero 
Beach. With a diversity of settings, 
Florida offers an abundance of marine 
life, including a healthy population of 
loosters. Lobsters are night hunters, 
leaving their ledges after dark to roam 
for food. But most are caught during the 
day, while still hiding within the reef, 
sometimes sharing their space with a 
Green Moray Eel or a sleeping Nurse 
Shark. Our Lobstermania photo shoot 
provided us with not only an exciting 
lobster hunt but also sightings of huge 
Loggerhead Turtles, an octopus and 
schools of huge Barracuda. It’s said the 
largest bugs are to be found off Ft. 
Pierce and Vero Beach but |’ve heard 
stories of impressive captures off Ft. 
Lauderdale and Key Largo. And, like the 
1994 Lobstermania winner, you might 
even catch your prize on a beach dive. If 
you do prefer a boat dive, there are 
Charter operations all along the southern 
Florida coast participating in the mini 
season. 

To turn your next dive vacation into an 
exciting Lobstermania event just call 
Dixie Divers at (800) FLA-DIVE; fax (407) 
466-3444. Its extensive travel service 
will be invaluable in putting together your 
travel plans. You may arrange hotel and 
motel packages, book your boat trips 
and sign up for specialty certifications, 
all with one phone call. They'll also send 
you a registration packet for the compe- 
tition but remember to bring it in person 
to the shop before the deadline. The 
Lobstermania event is a great outing for 
the entire family, with plenty of excite- 
ment for nondivers as well. And, 
Florida’s offerings are so diverse you 
can format your vacation to match your 
diving skills as well as leisure time activi- 
ties. So, come on down and join us in 
sunny, south Florida—pick a little trash, 
tickle a little lobster and go for the prize! 
And now, | believe my lobster tale is 
done and it’s time to eat! =& 














e Private 12-Acre Island With Tropical 
Mahogany Cabanas On Glover’s Atoll 

e Modern, Comfortable Dive & Fishing Boats 

e Last Frontier of Unspoiled Dive Sites 

e Bar & Restaurant Over Pier 

e New 48’ Fast Boat -“Pelagic” 


Call Heidi for latest information on Dive Packages 


1-800-326-1724 


Ph: 011-501-23-2767 ¢ Fax: 011-501-23-2764 
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Auber gris Caye, Belize 


swhiny’ blue Bech ETE eS a palm thatched 
cabanas, the second largest barrier reef in the world 
and fully staffed and equipped dive center are all just 
part of what makes Ramon’s Village one of the most 
unique vacation spots in the world. 


Come and Enjoy the Magic of Ramon’s Village. 
For reservations or information call: 


1-800-MAGIC 15 


Ph: 601-649-1990 © FAX: 601-649-1996 
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© 4 Our NEW dedicated dive resort is located on the 
Nea) beach in Northern Ambergris Caye, far enough 
i _ for rest and relaxation and close enough to go 
into town for the day or evening. Our resort is 
outfitted with a NEW treshwater pool, NEW 


aqllenrat NEW tanks, NEW boats, NEW everything. 


Your all inclusive week of meals, room and diving will take you 
to the best diving in Belize. During your week you will dive the barrier reef 
of Belize, the Lighthouse reef atoll, the Blue Hole and the Turneffe atoll. 


PADI5 Star Dive Center 
Experience the easy life of diving at 


——THE GAYE 


BEACH AND DIVE RESORT 
Call 1-800-938-0860 


‘A 


KS or fax Belize direct at 50 1-26-3602 J 
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RUM POINT INN 


PLACENCIA, SOUTHERN BELIZE 


Enjo oy Diving 400 Square Miles Of 
nspoiled Untouched Reefs 


e Explore Jungles & Maya Ruins 

e Ten Caribbean sculpted domes 
3 ¢ Pro 42 custom dive boat 
™™ @ Dive shop, kayaks and more 
e E-6 processing on premises 


1-800-747-1381 


FAX: US 504- 464-0325 « FAX: BELIZE 011-501-6-23240 
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LAMMER LAW 
(Continued from Page 67) 


of closely packed Barracuda that scarce- 
ly reacted to our intrusion. First, we 
stopped to see the geysers bubbling 
through the bottom in about 30 feet of 
water. From there, stacks of boulders 
covered with barnacles and orange 
sponges form a slope down to about 50 
feet, where the bottom levels out in vol- 
canic rubble. We drifted down through 
schools of Yellowtailed Surgeonfish, 
Galapagos Grunts and King Angelfish. 
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Photo by: Mike Massey, DIT 
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MICHAEL SINCLAIR ¢ 9-29-93 
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good bunch of Instructors.” 
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THE CUTTING EDGE 
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DIVERS 
INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY 


For more than a quarter of a century we have 
provided a comprehensive training program: 
U/W welding & burning, Haz-Mat, 

NDT inspection, U/W TV, photo & ROV, hot 
water systems, hydraulic tools, and rigging. 


CALL TODAY FOR YOUR CAREER PACKAGE 


1-800-634-8377 


In Seattle, WA ;: (206) 7835-5542 


At first we saw only one or two Scal- 
loped Hammerheads, then small groups 
of three and four. Finally, the main pack 
slid into view from the blue haze, 70 or 
more magnificent animals, each eight to 
ten feet long. Before we surfaced the 
whole pack wheeled past us three more 
times. Those strangely flattened heads 
are so extraordinary! They are unforget- 
table, especially at close quarters. 

On the way back to Lammer Law, we 
approached a group of Galapagos Sea- 
lions resting at the surface. Some of us 
slipped into the water and eased over to 
the group. Several sealions checked us 









COMMERCIAL DIVING i A REWARDING CAREER. 
HERE IS WHAT SOME OF DIT’S GRADUATES HAVE TO SAY... 


ANTHONY BERGESON e 1-16-95 

".,.l'm doing good. Lots of dive time and overtime. My boss is a good man and 
takes care of us. I’m glad | waited before starting my career. Thanks for all the help 
you provided during school and after | graduated.” 


“First | wish to thank you and the school for the effort you take to keep in contact 
with your graduates. ..| have been able to do saturation diving. Accumulating quite 
afew experiences... Thanks again for your help.” 


“Thank you for all the help. !am well on my way towards my career.” 


ANTHONY BLEASDALE e 11-2-93 
"...DITis an excellent school and is quickly gaining recognition in Canada. You have a 
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out but then we were admitted to the fold 
and snorkeled for a while in their midst. 
Roca Redonda was as far north as we 
traveled during our week, however, there 
are 10 day trios on Lammer Law avail- 
able that include Wolf and Darwin 
Islands. Conditions are variable from trip 
to trip in the Galapagos but if you have 
the time available, these islands have a 
reputation for big animal encounters. 


WEDNESDAY 

Overnight, Rolando had moved Lam- 
mer Law to Cabo Marshall on the east- 
ern side of Isabela, crossing to the south 
side of the equator once again. We were 
eager to dive here because it is known to 
be frequented by Manta Rays. We 
weren't disappointed. Two large mantas 
came by at the beginning of the dive anda 
third visited with us briefly at the end. In 
between we saw a dozen or so White- 
tipped Reef Sharks, including four that 
were resting in a shallow cave. We found 
a large school of the endemic Black 
Striped Salema. 

In the afternoon we went ashore at 
Puerto Egos, the site of an old salt farm. 
The trail took us along the beach for 
about 30 minutes and the wildlife was in- 
credible. From birds such as the red- 
beaked oyster catcher and cactus finch 
to playful Fur Sealions and basking ma- 
rine iguanas, we went from one up-close 
encounter to another. 

To round out the day we made a night 
dive at Rabida Island. It was an easy 10 
to 20 foot dive. The ledges were packed 
with sea turtles, eels, sleeping Creolefish, 
Spiny Lobster, octopus, Leopard Flound- 
ers and blennies. The best part, though, 
was the incredible phosphorescence. 
Even those who stayed aboard Lammer 
Law enjoyed the light show put on by the 
sealions as they streaked through the wa- 
ter leaving a glowing trail behind. 


THURSDAY 

Before our early morning dive at 
Cousins Rock, Mat said his toe was 
tingling—supposedly a sure sign of an 
impending world-class dive. He should 
take good care of that toe because his 
prediction was right on. We dropped in- 
to crystal conditions, with Cousins’ char- 
acteristic ledges visible like giant steps 
onamonument. Starfish littered the 
sand about 150 feet below us and puffs 
of green coral sprouted in the fold of 
each ledge. A 12 foot Manta Ray hov- 
ered for amoment, shivered briefly, then 
accelerated quickly away through a 
cloud of Creolefish and Barracuda. We 
swam along the ledges, watching all 
three species of Galapagos Hawkfish— 
Coral, Longnosed and Hieroglyphic— 
dart among the corals and rocks. 
Eventually we stopped at the end of the 
point, in about 45 feet, and that’s where 
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CHALLENGE SERIES” 


Diving to the extreme! 
The famous Devil’s 






























Includes: Roundtrip airfare & airport transfers 


+ Th 
Cutti NG nO sdilisibian fas & day/7 nights at Club Cozumel Caribe 
... Swift currents and 


E a G e untouched formations 


BP Banach Rental Buffet breakfast, lunch and dinner 
Cozu m el 4 diving encounter to All drinks: domestic beer, wine and cocktails 

quench the most Nightly entertainment 

discriminating thirst. Mexican Fiestas and Folkloric Shows 


bet $4 ? o so) Houston Hotel tips and taxes 
p.p. /dbl. occ. or Miami 


F. or the steadfast 
and true! Descend 


along the vertical 
walls into the cobalt & days/ 7 nights at Journey's End Resort 


Four, three-tank dives * Two night dives 


Includes: Roundtrip limes lacme airport transfers 


abyss. Visit uninhab- Three, two-tank dives 
Bla st-Off ited atolls, dive into Three-tank, full day dive trip to the Blue Hole 
: the Blue Hole, an Breakfast, dinner and snacks 
B el IZE ff = unmatched lifetime 
il adventure never to 
forget ...not another 
soul in sight. 


Welcome cocktail party 
Watersports including windsurfing, 
canoeing and sunfish sailing 


IT6AC5BA783 
Pe! $4 A449 Houston 
p.p. /dbl. occ. or Miami 
Over-a mp adventure! 
Drop off into the depth- Includes: Roundtrip airfare & airport transfers 
less sandy chutes of & days/ 7 nights at Anthony’s Key Resort 
Roatan. Feel your Two, three-tank dives 
4 i-Voltag e sixth sense emerge Two, two-tank dives — one dive with the dolphins 
... majestic archways, Breakfast, lunch and dinner 
H on ad Uras / ‘crevices and cathedrals. A tropical picnic on Tabiyana Beach 
© White and yellow gor- Fiesta — an island dinner party 
gonians at their best. IT6AC5BA785 
‘ae $4 BOO Houston Sart | | 
; ; All rates & inclusions are subject to change without notice. 
p.p. /Abl. occ. or Miami Rates do not include foreign departure tax: $10 approx. US de- 






* “a” CARD OR “C” CARD WITH 50 LOGGED DIVES REQUIRED. parture tax included. Airfare rates available from all US cities. 


One Outrageous All-Inclusive Dive Week!! -—— 
Bauiihanoc Tours 


S Since 1921 


Sep.26 —-Oct.05 Oct. 19 —- (O)e5 aA) 


f 6 Oct. O05 —Oct. 12 Oct. 26 — Nov. 02 800-327-2254 


aM http://www.mayareef.com 
p.p. Idbl. occ. Houston mayareef@netpoint.net 
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LAMMER LAW 


the show really started. First a trio of 
Hammerheads cruised by, then a pair of 
sealions. From the opposite direction, a 
lone Spotted Eagle Ray flapped gently 
through our ranks. This one was fol- 
lowed by eight more and then all nine 
wheeled around and glided slowly over, 
silhouetted against the brilliant sun only 
a few feet away. When they finally de- 
parted, a pair of Green Sea Turtles 
came by to inspect us. Then the 





At the Ocean 
Corporationwe == 
cannot supply enough 
Sraduates to meet the 
demand! Find out how 
you can launch an 
exciting and challenging 
career in commercial 
diving. Join one of the 
few professions where 
the demand is Steger 
than the 


supply! 
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sealions came back, this time with some 
of their compadres in a playful mood. 
What a dive! 

We made two more dives during the 
day at Cousins Rock, each time en- 
countering sealions, turtles, Hammer- 
heads and a multitude of reef fish. The 
conditions were so good we were also 
able to make arare night dive here. 
Each crevice was packed with fish and 
invertebrates. 


FRIDAY 
This was our day to see Santa Cruz, 
starting with a tour of the highlands. 


2 |W oF 
Mersriepjelt 


in commercial diving. 
Call: 
1-800-321-0298 or 
713-530-0202 


collect 


iN 10840 Rockley Road 
», Houston, TX 77099-3416 





After the parched and barren landscape 
of the coast, the highlands were a pleas- 
ant contrast. After seeing Galapagos 
Tortoises in the wild and touring huge la- 
va tubes and sinkholes, we lunched at a 
country inn. Our next stop was the fa- 
mous Darwin Station, where we walked 
among the tortoises and toured several 
natural history museums. Afterward we 
had some free time in town to shop and 
enjoy the local entertainment. 


SATURDAY 

With our residual nitrogen levels reset, 
we were back in the water early, this 
time at Gordon Rocks on the northeast 
side of Santa Cruz. Between the two 
rocks that break the surface, there are 
three vertical ridges that come to within 
30 or 40 feet of the surface. The ridges 
attract everything from tiny blennies to 
big Hammerheads. 

One of our most dynamic dives was at 
North Plaza Island. With a pure sand 
bottom about 20 feet down and a steep, 
rocky shoreline, it was like swimming in a 
pool with playful sealions. For more than 
an hour we stood on our heads, zig- 
zagged back and forth and generally be- 
haved like kids on a playground. 


SUNDAY 

Although Sunday is primarily a travel 
day, we started off with an excursion 
ashore and a delightful encounter with a 
large group of one and two year old 
sealions. Their unbridled curiosity led 
them right up to our feet. It was a great 
way to leave these amazing islands. 


SUPER CREW 

Lammer Law’s crew made our 
Galapagos trip great. Mat Espinosa, the 
naturalist and divemaster who was 
mentioned earlier, guided us safely from 
one fascinating discovery to another, 
with a flair that made it all fun. Captain 
Rolando Garcia ran Lammer Law with 
an assured competence and an engag- 
ing smile. Nelson Zambrano has been 
the boat’s engineer for eight years and 
his skill is reflected in the smoothness 
with which everything works. Johnny 
Fuloaga and Tony Cedeno drove the 
dinghies and operated the deck equip- 
ment. Johnny and Tony were always in 
the right place at the right time, making 
Our diving as easy as possible. Llobasny 
Briones and Nicolas Sancan, Lammer 
Law's chef and assistant chef, plied us 
with delicious meals from morning to 
night, with outstanding service provided 
by John Fitzgerald. One of the reasons 
the service aboard Lammer Law is so 
good is the company has an excellent 
on-site manager, Felipe de la Torre. 
Stationed in the Galapagos, Felipe en- - 
sures the freshest produce is delivered, 
needed spares are available and any 

















guest travel problems are sorted out 
quickly. 


TRAVEL INFORMATION 

The Galapagos sit astride a complex 
set of ocean currents and trade winds 
generated from both sides of the equa- 
tor. As a result the climate is very mild 
year-round, with two seasons. During 
the hot season from January to May, 
the southeast trade winds diminish and 
slightly warmer water moves in from the 
north. The garua or misty season, from 
June to December, is characterized by 
generally increased trade winds and the 
influx of slightly cooler water from the 
south. The water temperature is gener- 
ally between 65 and 75°F but can 
sometimes be warmer or cooler. 
Layering is a good way to go, starting 
with a wetsuit in the 5 to 7mm range. 
For those cooler dives you can adda 
vest, hood and gloves for increased 
warmth. 

Above water, T-shirts and shorts are 
comfortable nearly all the time. One pair 
of long pants and a light jacket can be 
useful in the evenings and in Quito, 
where the altitude keeps the air cool. 
Ecuador is called Pais de/ Sol or “Land 
of the Sun” because it is on the equator, 
So sunscreen is essential even though 
the climate is mild. Likewise a hat that 
shades your neck and face is a good 
idea for the shore excursions. Insect re- 
pellent can be useful on those nights 
when the wind dies. 

A pair of sneakers or walking shoes 
are needed for shore excursions. For 
wet landings you carry your shoes and 
go ashore through ankle deep water on 
a sandy beach. 

Sucres are the official currency of 
Ecuador, trading at just under 3,000 
oer dollar at this writing. Dollars and 
credit cards are also accepted in many 
places. One dollar bills come in handy 
for tips, taxi rides and other small ex- 
penses. Be prepared with cash, either 
dollars or sucres, for the $80 
Galapagos Park fee, the $11 municipal 
tax on Baltra and the $25 departure tax 
from Ecuador. 

A passport is required for entry into 
Ecuador. American Airlines provides 
nonstop service from Miami to Quito, 
where an overnight stay is necessary 
before continuing on via the Ecuad- 
orian airline TAME to the Galapagos. 
There are several excellent, reasonably 
priced hotels, such as the Akros or 
Alameda, within ten minutes of the 
Quito airport. 

For more information or to make 
reservations for a Lammer Law trip, call 
(800) 648-3398 or write to Trimarine, 
P.O. Box.4065, St. Thomas, USVI 
00803. Information can also be ob- 
tained by fax at (809) 494-5774, = 
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LOSE 40 LBS, WITH BROWNIE'S. 


SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR 
FREES YOU FROM HEAVY EQUIPMENT. 


Surtace 
Supplied Air 
& 
Bauer™ 
Tank-Fill 


ompressors 


FoR COLOR BROCHURE & 
NEAREST DEALER CALL 


800) 327-0412 


* 
Cav: (954) 462-5570 


OR Fax: 
(954) 462-6115 


* 940 N.W. 1ST STREET 
FT. LAUDERDALE, 
FL 33311 
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FLY QANTAS & AIR PACIFIC NON-STOP TO FIJI'S DIVE PARADISE. 


THE AUSTRALIAN AIRLINE 


446  (800)227-4500 


AQUA-TREK 


USA 1-800-541-4334 


or 415-398-8990 © FAX 415-398-0479 
FU: 01 1-679-702413 © FAX 011-679-702412 


Aqua-Trek, Fiji’s 1st PADI 5 Star Instructor 
Development Centre, has a dive operation 
and Dive Lodge on Mana Island offering 
courses from beginner to instructor, including 
Distinctive Specialty frening We have 

eeds atthe 


40+ dive sites, plus shark 
famous “Supermarket”. From 

our Nadi retail shop we 

run a day dive boat, book 

dive travel/accommodations 

and stock the latest gear. 


circle #281 on Reader Service Card 


circle #107 on Reader Service Card 
offers the ultimate tropical island experience, 
luxurious accommodations, gourmet island 
dining, friendly people, and relaxed ambience. 
This resort is owned and operated by your 
hosts Ric & Do Cammick. Nestled in 7 acres 
of gardens, overlooking the renowned 
Somosomo Straits, DIVE TAVEUNI is an 
experienced operation providing scuba 


diving services for both the novice and 
experienced divers. 
P.O. Matei, Taveuni, Fiji Islands 
Phone Fiji: 
WE ~011-679-88044] 
a EG seas Ril: 


011-679-880466 
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ISLAND 
ea RESORT 
Why are we so popular? 


1. Awesome, world class diving! 10 minutes 
to the Rainbow Reef and Great White Wall. 


2. Superior dive service! Voted one of the 
top 5 dive operations in the Pacific! Friendly, 
efficient, professional Fijian dive staff. 

3. Unbeatable value! 7 nights/10 dives /all 
meals only $799 p.p.t.s. 


GARDEN ISLAND RESORT 
Box 1, Waiyevo, Taveuni, Fiji Islands 
Phone: 011-679-880 286 
Fax: 011-679-880 288 
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| New live-aboard launched in 1995! | 


Dive the Fiji lskands on board the “Sere” which 
was custom built specially for live-aboard 
diving. “Sere” (Song of the Sea) has five twin 
cabins, each with its own bathroom. The vessel 
is equipped to cater for up to ten divers. Sere is 
owned and captained by Greg Lawlor, a fourth 
generation Fiji resident, who pioneered Fiji’s live- 
aboard diving on the famous vessel, the “Mollie 
Dean". No cost has been spared in outfitting this 
magnificent 30 metre luxury dive vessel. 


Phone Fiji: 011-679-361171 
Fax Fiji: 011-679-361137 
P.O. Box 3256 Lami, Fiji Islands 
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ADVENTURE FIJI-WIDE 
(XRD RESERVATIONS 
NETWORK 


Linking your 
Entire Vacation 
USA/FIJI 


1-800-854-3454 
SEA FIJI TRAVEL 


P.O. Box 264, Savusavu 
Fiji Islands 
Phone: 011-679-850345 
Fax: 011-679-850344 
Pir PACIFIC 
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EXPRESS 


Fiji for the price of 
the Caribbean. One 
week inclusive 
packages from 
$1735! 


1-800-443-0799 


NTAS 
THE AUSTRALIAN AIRLINE 
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alawai 
— 


Unspoiled, unpopulated, unusually perfect. Kadavu’s 
premier resort. Intimate & secluded, casual & 
friendly. Limited to 10 guests. Tastefully appointed 
colonial style cottages set amidst tropical gardens. 
Private reefs offer world class diving minutes from 
shore. Kadavu’s only wreck dive. 


1-800-346-6116 


or Malawai direct: Ph011679-520102, Fax 011679-361536. 
P.O. Box 1277, Suva, Fiji Islands. 
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VATULELE 


ISLAND RESORT 


“Top Ten Perfect Resorts” 
— Conde Nast Traveler 


A unique resort catering to only 15 couples, 
Vatulele is the only Pacific island admitted to the 
Relais & Chateaux, an exclusive hotel chain noted 
for personal service and cuisine. 

This romantic hideaway is Fiji’s only 5 star island 
resort with PADI dive facilities including instruction, 
and is ideal for those who appreciate pampered 
service as well as world class diving. 


1-800-828-9146 
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Enjoy the Best for Less 


TROPICAL [ nm 
ADVENTURES 


Packages & Custom 
Te ee Itineraries to all 
Dive Resorts & 
Live-aboards 


One Call-—Does It All! in Fiji 
Low Cost Air! 


AES AF 300-928-3757 


i QANTAS Fur paciric 
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17 Years of 
Fiji Experience! 


circle #299 on Reader Service Card 


9661 QV/CS © 











3 : Ss Se ; a i ; 
= = apie ie at a 


itt, 


You Can Drive 








TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY STEPHEN FRINK 


Fr 


Fee 


2 ge Y 


ter ~ - 
Pe es = - *. 

Cee tee es “ ai 
we ee ee ee 


T oO drive the length of the Florida Keys today is a wondrous 
journey down a modern highway, unlike any other on 
earth. For the southbound tourist, a view to the left presents 
stunning vistas of a tropical, blue Atlantic Ocean, while to the 
right stretches the aquamarine wilderness known as Florida 
Bay and the Gulf of Mexico. For 106 miles, from Key Largo in 
the north to Key West at the southern tip of the Keys archipela- 
go, the Overseas Highway transports motorists along a tropical 
paradise, rich with local color. Here, red and white dive flags 
dot the skyline, giving credence to the position of the Florida 
Keys as the Dive Capital of the World. The green of the un- 
spoiled hardwood hummocks, the white of the snowy egret 
hiding amid the mangrove branches, the tawny brown of the 
shy Key deer and the vibrant golden hues of some of the best 
sunsets on the planet all contribute to a Keys’ kaleidoscope, 
easily viewed through a windshield. These are The Islands You 
Can Drive To, a thoroughly unique experience. Yet, except for 
an accident of history, the 30 islands now linked by the bridges 
and roadways of U.S. Highway 1 might still be separate and 
distinct; the evolution of these islands quite different. The one 
event that most changed the face of the Florida Keys began in 
1905 and was instigated by aman named Henry Flagler. 

Henry Flagler was a former partner of John D. Rockefeller in 
Standard Oil, but the enterprise for which he is best remembered 
is his Florida East Coast Railroad. He was driven to continually 
push the track of his railroad farther south. Some say this is be- 
cause his wives wanted to be warmer but more likely it was be- 
cause, in atime of cargo transport by schooner and steamship, 
Key West offered a superb deep water port. Shipping out of 
Miami was limited by the 12 foot depth of Biscayne Bay but Key 
West could accommodate larger ships of deeper draft. 
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Above: An aerial 
view of Marathon 
Key. Left: Port- 
holes on the 
Duane, Key Largo. 
Below left: Lob- 
ster, Looe Key. 


Below: Great Blue 





Don't catch more fish 
than you can eat. 
(Better yet, let them go. 
Some of them support schools 
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and plotted the land for homesteading. 
This is the home of a herd of the diminutive 
and endangered Key deer, a subspecies 
of the white-tailed deer. Standing only two 
and a half feet tall and weighing less than 
75 pounds, these delicate creatures are 
found nowhere else but Big Pine Key. One 
of the best campgrounds in the Florida 
Keys is found at Bahia Honda State Park, 
as well as a beach that Conde Nast 
Traveler once rated as among the ten best 
in the world. Bahia Honda is Spanish for 
“Deep Bay,” an appellation that must have 
had special significance for Flagler’s engi- 
neers as they were ferced to construct a 
bridge far more challenging than the 
Seven Mile Bridge because of the depths 
and tidal surges. The sight of the sun set- 
ting through the girders of the abandoned 
Bahia Honda Bridge is a glorious icon of 
Florida Keys scenery. 

Yet as fascinating as the terrestrial de- 
lights of the Lower Keys might be, for 
divers the Looe Key National Marine 





Sanctuary is Mecca. Here, amid a coral 
reef complex of only 5.3 square nautical 
miles, is a preserve that has been in place 
since 1981. Moorings prevent boaters 
from dropping anchors onto the fragile 
corals; because It is illegal to spearfish, 
collect fish, shells, coral or even lobster, 
Looe Key is a fabulous ecosystem. 

For many motorists, the Overseas 
Highway is perceived as a direct route to 
Key West, the most sophisticated and his- 
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torically significant of the Florida Keys. As 
Joy Williams relates in her guidebook, logi- 
cally entitled 7he Flonda Keys, “Key West is 
now a tourist town, one million people visit 
it each year, but it is still a town of contrast 
and contradictions, threat and careless- 
ness and charm. The bars should be sam- 
pled, of course, and the reef investigated. 
The gold should be seen and the forts and 
the galleries. One should dance or stand 
on one of the balconies that line Duval and 
watch the prowl of the street. The beaches 
Should be duly attended and a tan ob- 
tained. The yellowtail stuffed with crab- 
meat should be eaten, and conch fritters, 
and since you must, Key Lime pie.... One 
should be in the water, and travel over and 
on the water as much as possible.” 

For those who prefer to be under the 
water, local dive professionals offer daily 
tours to famed shipwrecks such as the 
Cayman Salvager, a 180 foot steel 
hulled buoy tender sunk in 1985. The 
ship itself is of interest—despite being 
shorn of its superstructure prior to sink- 
ing—but it is its ability to attract fish that 
makes the Cayman Salvager a first class 
dive. The holds are frequently filled with 
baitfish and the resident Green Moray 
and Jewfish have posed for countless 
underwater photos. Nor will reef divers 
be disappointed. With high profile forma- 
tions of Elkhorn, Brain and Star Corals 
dotting such perennial favorites as the 
Western, Middle and Eastern Sambos, 
Western Dry Rock and Ten Fathom 
Ledge, there is plenty to satisfy hardcore 
dive enthusiasts. 

The Florida Keys are easily accessible 
via automobile, of course, but those who 
orefer to fly will do well to choose 
AMERICAN AIRLINES, Something Special to 
the Florida Keys, to Miami with connecting 
flights on AMERICAN EAGLE to Marathon or 
Key West. For reservations, just call 
(800) 433-7300. Visit our WEB SITE at 
http://www.fla-keys.com or call (800) 
FLA-KEYS for more information. 





Call one of 
the following dive 
operators for dive 

and accommodations 

information. 


KEY LARGO 
American Diving Hdatrs. 
Key Largo’s Oldest 
Diving Tradition 










(800)634-8464 
(305)451-0037 


800)226-0415 
305)451-1622 


800)33 1-3483 


Aquanut Divers at 
Kelly’s on the Bay 


Capt. Slate’s Atlantis 
















(800) 
(305) 
(800) 
Dive Center (305)451-3020 
Florida Keys Dive Center (800)433-8946 
& Ocean Pointe Suites (305)852-4599 
Seafarer Fish & Dive (800)599-7712 
Resort, Inc. (305)852-5349 
Sharky’s Dive Center (800)935-DIVE | 
Key Largo’s Most (305)451-5533 | 
Complete Center | 
ISLAMORADA 


800)344-7352 
305)664-221 1 


Bud n’ Mary’s Dive Center 


(800) 
(305) 
Lady Cyana Divers, Inc. (800)221-8717 
(305)664-8717 
Lookout Lodge (800)870-1772 
Boat on Premises (305)852-9915 
Ocean Quest Dive Center (305)852-8770 | 
(800)356-8798 
MARATHON KEY 
Abyss Pro Dive at Holiday Inn (800)457-0134 
Abyss Pro Dive at Hawk’sCay —- (800)432-2242 
Abyss Fax Line (305)743-7081 
Captain Hook's Dive Center — (800)CPT-HOOK 
and Marina (305)743-2444 


(800)331-4255 


Hall’s Diving Center | 
(305)743-5929 | 


and Career Institute 





LOWER KEYS 
Underseas, Inc. (800)446-5663 
Looe Key Trips (305)872-2700 
Accommodation Pkgs. Available 





KEY WEST 
Key West Diver, Inc. (800)87-DIVER 


(305)294-7177 


(800)426-0707 
(305)296-3823 


(800)626-6396 
305)296-1975 


Key West Pro Dive Shop 


Seaclypse Divers 
at Oceanside Marina 


(305) 
Southpoint Divers on Duval (800)824-681 1 
and at the Hyatt Key West (305)292-9778 
Subtropic Dive Center on (800)853-DIVE 
North Roosevelt and at (305)296-9914 


the Hilton Key West 


Int FLORIDA LORIDA KEYS & KEY WEST 


Come as You aTE” 
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NEKTON PILOT LEARN 
TO DIVE PROGRAM 


Nekton Diving Cruises now has a 
unique program designed to introduce 
travelers to the exciting world of scuba 
diving and allow them to become certi- 
fied open water divers—all for free with 
each cruise aboard the Nekton Pilot. 

Nekton’s Learn to Dive program is di- 
vided into three segments: academic 
training, confined water training and 
open water check-out dives. Partic- 
lpants can begin their dive training by 
completing the academic and confined 


+s) MY ah /n 
eas 


7 Nights 
5 pe ee 


water portions of the course at a partici- 
pating dive center in their home towns. 
The academic training provides the ba- 
sic principles and knowledge a partici- 
pant needs for safe and enjoyable div- 
ing. Confined water training takes place 
in a pool or confined water environment 
and teaches students basic diving skills. 
Upon arrival for their cruise, participants 
are ready to complete the open water 
check-out dives in the warm, clear water 
of The Bahamas. After four successful 
open water dives with a Nekton instruc- 
tor (usually completed within two days) 
participants will earn a full PADI open 
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water diver certification. Throughout the 
remainder of their cruise, the newly certi- 
fied divers are free to explore the colorful 
coral reefs, ancient wrecks, mysterious 
blue holes and dramatic walls found 
throughout The Bahamas. 

The high tech Nekton Pilot, featuring 
the super stable SWATH design, ac- 
commodates 30 guests in luxury state- 
rooms with private bath and shower, 
large picture windows and twin or 
queen sized beds. The Nekton Pilot of- 





fers three itineraries throughout The 
Bahamas. For more information about 
the Learn to Dive program (including 
how your dive facility can participate) or 
dive cruises aboard the Nekton Pilot 
contact Nekton Diving Cruises at 520 
S.E. 32nd Street, Fort Lauderdale, FL 
33316; (800) 899-6758, (954) 463-9324 
or fax (954) 463-8938. = 


SEACLYPSE 
DIVERS MOVES 


seaclypse Divers is pleased to an- 
nounce its move to Oceanside Marina, 
stock Island, Key West, Florida. As 
owner Sheri Appellis says, “The shoo 
and dock facilities are very attractive 
and conveniently arranged to serve our 
customers better.” Seaclypse’s new 
shop Is only a short distance from the 
present location and very easy to find at 
the end of Maloney Avenue, at the en- 
trance to Oceanside Marina. 

This facility offers many great features, 
including a large saltwater lagoon train- 
ing area, plenty of space for equipment 
storage for visiting divers, a bathhouse 
with showers next to the dock anda 
good restaurant with an ocean view. Call 
Seaclypse Divers for more information at 
(800) 626-6396. ># 
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SCUBAPRO 


Deep Down, You Want The Best. 
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And exactly where it resided . 


that the thrill you feel now 


is precisely as it was then. 


e pool has just gotten bigger. 


















































A.I.R. 2 


Safe, efficient diving requires Whe Classic Stabilizing The Superior Construction of 



























a buoyancy compensator Jacket SCUBAPRO BCs 
Pam power inflator and a Divers want to be able to go SCUBAPRO’s buoyancy compensators are 
= back-up second stage anywhere their interest and skills made of the finest materials. The top-of-the- 
regulator. The A.L.R. might take them. So SCUBAPRO line Classic model features the handmade 
Pill fe Be created and perfected Advanced Finseal seam — the most airtight and durable 
zh ae is nel Buigyany eoniee) (A.B.C.). This construction method in diving. Other 
Be oeaninen design employs interconnecting air SCUBAPRO stabilizing jackets employ our 
tithe sivmersetrabc chambers that completely envelop exclusive Heat Seal process, the best automated 
ee remulator the diver, alewitig unpeyiticlee seam epusinicuion in ne Mey 
All ~~ > movement in three dimensions. Whether it’s Stabilizing Jackets, front 
buoyancy « | adjustable jackets or 
compensators : by , back flotation units, 
(BCs) must 


sucessfully iD, iD. Classic 
move a diver CEP OWN 5 SCUBAPRO’s best 


vertically. Stabilizing Jacket, the 


naa You Want Advanced aes 


equipped with A.I.R. 2 




















sammencalers power inflator and 
ey Pha By OYANCy 6 eal anal back-up regulator) is 
. . constructed of 
to be the \* rugged 420 denier 
world’s finest. nylon and uses 
Whatever SCUBAPRO’s 
you're looking exclusive Finseal 
for in a BC, whether it be a Stabilizing A.B.C. allows a diver to move seam technology, 
Jacket, front adjustable jacket, or back vertically, but also to roll 360 
flotation unit, SCUBAPRO offers a style to degrees, move diagonally or remain 
fit your diving skills and needs. Each stationary and comfortable in any 
designed to make diving easier, more variation of head-up or head- down 
comfortable, and more fun. positions. SCUBAPRO 
BCs are the 
a eats Back Flotation Units products of 
For those who prefer back flotation, we Many technical divers and underwater choice for 
introduce the new SeaHawk. It features a photographers prefer back flotation ! : everyone 
weight-integrated modular units for their uncluttered gall 4 from the 
buoyancy system that | chest area and exceptional ) recreational 
offers precise flotation support for surface swimming. diver to performance-oriented sport divers to 
control, both underwater and eo, SCUBAPRO’s new SeaHawk professional dive experts around the world. 
at the surface. The shoulder ee, | offers an integrated weight 
harness, based on a system with optional SCUBAPRO is the Solution 
backpacker’s pack, back-mounted counter- Remember, the best masks, fins, snorkels, 
is ergonomically ao 
ee AS weights, providing regulators, computers, BCs, wetsuits and 
seal italien perfect balance bothon | outerwear are made by SCUBAPRO. 
movement and tank the surface and under- Call 1-800-GO-SCUBA (1-800-467-2822) 
wgabilie, The pent i water. SCUBAPRO’s for more information and the name of the 
a balance never before exclusive shoulder SCUBAPRO dive center near you. In Canada, 
achieved in a back harness design allows 905-634-0023. Internet: http://www,jwa.com 


flotation unit. complete freedom of movement 


and total tank stability. , 


SCUBAPRO 


Deep Down, You Want The Best. 


© 1996 Johnson Worldwide Associates, Inc. 
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Perspective 


snorkeling Tourbook s Premiere 


BY JOEL SIMON 





this new section 


Magazine we in- 
vite you to gain an 





and is ideal for families. Through snorkeling, 


the underwater world becomes accessible 3 
without the need for heavy scuba gear or : 


Special certification. Simply put on a mask, 
dip your face beneath the surface and you 


world of wonder. 


That window was opened for measa |: 


child in Southern California and it has never 


closed. My first snorkeling experiences al- 


lowed me to watch small fish swim around 


barnacle encrusted pilings, see a small octo- 


pus watching me from inside an old soft 
drink bottle and play with translucent tube 


tom of Long Beach’s Alamitos Bay. 7 
Eventually, | was certified as an open water : 


diver in 1969 and as a NAUI instructor in 
1977. Academic studies in marine biology at 
Stanford University led to teaching positions 
in the Caribbean, which in turn led to in- 


nized educational tours worldwide. 


During the last 15 years it has been my | 
privilege to introduce literally thousands of : 


people to the joys of snorkeling and the mar- 
vels of tropical coral reef ecology. Resonant 
Squeals of delight burst through snorkels as 
people view their first cleaning station, 
Squadron of squid, camouflaged Peacock 
Flounder or anemonefish. Just as much en- 
thusiasm and appreciation for the oceans can 
be generated from the surface as from below. 

Each month the Snorkeling Tourbook will 
examine a range of topics of special interest 
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elcome : 
W: the : 
Snorkel- : 
ing Tourbook. In : 


of SKIN DIVER : 


: fe. RMN appreciation of : 
the snorkeler’s view of our aquatic world. : 
Snorkelers comprise one of the fastest : 
growing segments of the diving industry and . 
rightfully so. Snorkeling is a safe, easy and 7 
enjoyable activity for all age and skill levels 7 


to snorkelers. In Life on a Shallow Reef we 
will adopt a snorkeler’s perspective, concen- 3 
: trating on the wealth of creatures that thrive: 
in relatively shallow water, including tips on : 
: how to best locate and observe those whose_ 
Survival often depends on their cryptic na- 
: ture. In addition to species identification, we 
) will highlight easily observable behaviors of : 
fish and invertebrates: interactions, color. 


changes and close examination of habitat. 


We plan to provide detailed descriptions. 
of many exciting snorkeling environments, 
including mangroves, freshwater estuaries, 
lakes and warm water springs, in addition to: 
, tropical fringing reefs, atolls and lagoons. ; 
Snorkeling Tips will be devoted to snorke- 7 


nside 


Snorkeling Tourbook 


Brought to you by: 

Joel Simon, Editor 
Tamara Collins, Executive Editor 
Susan Grube, Art Director 
Stephen Frink, Contributing Editor 


onorkeler's bearbag 






| _—s Breathe Easy: 
_ Three Snorkels 
anda 

Safety Flag 


ling skills, from the very simple to the com-_ 


precautions to name a few. 


Snorkeler’s Gearbag will keep you in- 
formed about the latest equipment appropri- : 
: ate for snorkeling. : 
Our Snorkeler’s Perspective editorials. : 
: will discuss such touchy subjects as the : 
use of gloves, the relationship between 
' snorkelers and scuba divers and snorkeling 
| for young children, mature adults and the | 
anemones emerging from the muddy bot- 3 7 


handicapped. 


: plex: mask clearing, breathing and breath- 3 
; holding skills, night snorkeling and safety : 
can open an unforgettable window to a 7 


ps and Techniques 





“Sf Vf | The Basics: 
TH fi | Forcalm 
) Confidence in 
the Water 


As snorkeling becomes an increasingly : 


important component of “dive” travel, Bon : 
: Voyage will feature the world’s premier shal- 
: low water destinations and resorts that are : 
' developing services specially designed to : 
' cater to the distinct needs of those ona : 
structional roles on more than 100 orga- : 3 


Snorkeling holiday. 


Today, many opportunities are available : 


Life on a Shallow Reef 


The Fishes of 
the Caribbean: 
An 
Introduction 





for appreciating the beauty and wonder of 
our aquatic wilderness: excellent television : 


' documentaries and films, a growing num- 
' ber of superb aquariums and interpretative 
' facilities, and many outstanding books and : 
' periodicals. Yet the best way to appreciate : 
' the underwater world is by getting wet and_ 
' seeing it for yourself. Snorkeling is one of 
: the easiest, safest and most delightful ways 
- to enjoy the water. We invite you, through: 
- the pages of the Snorkeling Tourbook, to : © 
' adventure with us. <2 7 


Bon Voyage 


Bonaire: — 
| 12 Pioneers 
pnGude | 
Snorkeling = 
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preatne 


BY TAMARA COLLINS 


~~ loating in the water, face down and im- 
_-* mersed in a new world, you may not be 





on the beach or boat. 


With Diver’s Diversions’ Snorkel Safety : 
Flag 19 inches above your snorkel, your vul- : 
nerability will be greatly decreased. The : 


bright red flag can be attached to all snor- 


is especially convenient for snorkeling 
guides who need an easy, sure method 
of being visible to their group. 


IN BRIEF 
Sea Quest’s Horizon 
Features: Simple J snorkel; swiveling 
mouthpiece 













Size/weight: 15 inches/2% ounces 
Colors: Blue, pink and lime 

Price: $7.50 

Phone: (619) 438-1101 


Enveloped by water, eyes and 
» 4» nose encased in glass 


can afford and features you desire. Some 


are introduced below. 


: from. The Horizon is stripped down 
: and simplified to keep the cost low but 
: there are a few features for comfort. The 
: lightweight, plastic barrel connects toa : 
~ aware of your surroundings—just as : : 
others may be oblivious to you. Whether you : 
are snorkeling alone or ina group witha : 
guide, you will want your position well : 
known and unmistakable to boaters, jet : 
skiers, other snorkelers or your companions : 


: soft silicone mouthpiece with 

kels via adjustable snorkel keeper rings. It 
: via a plastic holder built into the inside of 
: the barrel. 





: Surfacing). The flexible, corrugated sili- 


" ~ and silicone, a snorkeler's : 
<2 only link to the air above is, 
of course, the snorkel. You will : 
want to choose the one with the price you : 
: includes bite tabs for comfort. 
popular low, middle and high end snorkels : 





IN BRIEF 
Mares’ Flexstream 
Features: Plastic, quick-connect snorkel 
keeper; drop-away mouthpiece; self- 


draining purge/drain valve =< 


Size/weight: 17 inches/6 ounces = 
Colors: Pink, red, lime, clear, blueand black = 
Price: $26.50 “= 
Phone: (800) 874-3236 





swiveling silicone tube and ~~ 


bite tabs. The snorkel attaches to the mask : 


Mares’ Flexstream: A large bore, curved : 
barrel, drop-away mouthpiece, self-drain- : 
ing purge/drain valve and quick-connect : 
Snorkel keeper bring a range of benefits 
and additional comfort to the Flex- 
Stream. This snorkel is easier to 
breathe through than the J and much 
easier to Clear (a valve below the 
mouthpiece drains excess water when 


: cone tube at the base of the barrel allows 5% ounces 
the mouthpiece to drop away when not in Colors: Various 
Price: $47 


use. An adjustable plastic snorkel keeper 
facilitates quick attachment to the mask. 
The hypoallergenic mouthpiece is soft and 


U.S. Divers’ Impulse: If you like modern : 


: innovation and are willing to pay for it, the 

Sea Quest’s Horizon: Compared to : 
Snorkels with vents and drains, the J is per- 
haps the most difficult type to clear water : 


Impulse is for you. To facilitate purging, : 
there is a one-way annular drain valve. When 
water enters the top of the barrel, a valve 


2 drain from the bottom before it reach- 
: es the mouthpiece. Any residual water 
: is contained in a reservoir below the 


: justable quick-connect plastic clip holds 











Features: Annular drain valve; self-draining 
purge valve; quick-connect snorkel 
keeper; Comfo-Bite mouthpiece «@ 2 > 

Size/weight: 20 inches/ ae 


Phone: (714) 540-8010 


aS: [hree snorkels 
aNd a safety Flag 


















IN BRIEF 


Diver’s Diversions’ Snorkel Safety Flag 
| Features: Vinyl waterproof flag; bendable PVC 
flagstick; adjustable snorkel keeper rings 
Size/weight: 8% by 6% inch flag, 19 

inches high/1% ounces 
Price: $10.95 
Phone: (305) 937-6212 








opens, allowing most of the water to 


mouthpiece, where it is purged 
through a Self-draining valve. An ad- 


IN BRIEF 


U.S. Divers’ Impulse 


the mask strap. The barrel is contoured to re- 
: duce drag through the water and place the 


mouthpiece at the correct angle; the mouth- 
piece housing swivels. The patented Comfo- 
Bite silicone mouthpiece is supremely com- 


3 fortable and easy to retain, significantly re- 
: ducing jaw fatigue. <a 
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Tips and Techniques 





BY JOEL SIMON 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY BILL GLEASON 





trophobia or lack of Swimming ability. 


Snorkeling is perhaps the easiest method : 
of immersing oneself in a true wilderness en- 
vironment. It’s safe, easy, enjoyable and re- : & 
laxing. Clearly, a little snorkeling instruction 2 
can be invaluable in developing calm confi- : 


dence in the water. Scuba divers, too, can 


prove useful in your snorkeling activities. 


SNORKELING TECHNIQUES 
Quite often, becoming comfortable in the 
water involves as much psychology as 


physical skill development. On land we can : 


breathe through our nose. With a mask and 
snorkel breathing is by mouth only. When 


do this, silly. | need air to live!” 


to inhale, against my better judgement, dur- 
ing my first forays into the open sea. 
Begin by learning how to use the equip- 
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any people assume snorkeling is so 
easy that little or no instruction is : 
needed to master the skill. This | | 
simply isn’t true. In addition to learning the 
fit and use of equipment, many snorkelers 
must deal with more sophisticated issues: : | 
long term fear of the water, feelings of claus- : F 





Snorkeling, be sure it seals well around your : 
: entire face; brush all your hair back and, if 
benefit by honing their skills; relaxation in the 
water is a Shared goal. Whether you area 2 
- novice or an expert, the following tips should 


you're wearing a bathing cap, be sure it 
doesn't interfere with the mask’s edge. 
Condensation may form on the inner sur- 


' face. Fortunately, mask clouding is easily 
' avoided by swishing a little saliva orcom- : 
: mercially available anti-fogging solution on 
: the inside of the glass before going in the wa- 
' ter each time. Sometimes new masks have a 3 
: protective film that is best removed witha : 
very light abrasive. Some people effectively : 
' use toothpaste. It’s best to avoid putting 
we place our faces underwater, all our well- : 
earned survival instincts are saying, “Don’t : 


Suntan lotion on your nose or face when 
Snorkeling because the water can occasion- 


: ally flush some into your eyes. 

As achild, | remember practicing breathing : 
through a snorkel while watching television. : 
Even after mastering calm, even breaths ina : 
swimming pool, | had to literally force myself : 


Your snorkel essentially transfers your 
mouth to the back of your head permitting 
you to breathe while floating face down in the 
water. This is a novel experience for most of 


us. It may help to first use the snorkel out of 
' the water, progressing to a pool or calm, shal- 
low water as you become more comfortable. 

ment. When you put on your mask for 


Beginners are encouraged to develop their 
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: Skills by deliberately flooding their masks 
and snorkels while still in shallow water. Dip 
: your head down until you hear and feel water 
entering the snorkel. How do you clear the 
: water from a flooded snorkel or mask? When 
: all else fails, a mask and snorkel come off as 
easily as they go on. There are, however, oth- 
: er more commonly used methods. For the 
: Snorkel, exhale a burst of air through your 
: mouth, breathing in cautiously at first to 
; make sure you ve forced all the water out. To 
: Clear a flooded mask, place your hand on the 








upper edge of the mask, tilt your head back 
at a 45 degree angle, or turn your head side- : 
wise, and blow air through your nose until : 


the water is eliminated. 


Fins are great in the water, but awkward as 
Snowshoes on land. If you're going toa 
Snorkeling area from a calm beach, try putting : 
on your fins in waist deep water. Snorkeling : 
companions can help one another maintain : 
balance. On boats, fins are usually put on at 


the dive platform and taken off before climbing 


up a ladder. While fins can facilitate fast swim- : 
ming, their greatest asset is increased efficien- : 
cy. Used gently, they let you glide nearly effort- 
lessly along the surface, keeping your body in 3 


then continue by kicking your legs. Now the : 
most important part: equalizing your ears. 
As you swim downward and before you feel : 
: any pressure, put a hand to the nosepiece of : 
your mask and squeeze your nostrils closed. : 
At the same time, try to gently blow some air 
through your nose—of course, no air should 
come out because of your squeezed nostrils. : 
This will equalize your ears. Continue to : 
equalize your ears as long as you descend. If : 
: you feel any pain, come up and try again. : 
: Equalizing your ears is a necessary part of : 


freediving and, when done early and often, 


a relaxing horizontal position. Not only does 3 : 
this help keep your snorkel above water but it : | ~ 


keeps your face looking down comfortably. : | 
Remember to look where you're going every 
now and then to avoid bumping into a boat, 3 


parts of the reef or your friends! 


Rather than zoom around the entire area, : 
many snorkelers find that once they locate 
an interesting area, a shallow coral head for : 
example, they actually see much more by : 
floating quietly in one place. Many reef crea- : 
tures rely on cryptic coloration for survival 7 
and are only noticed upon careful observa- : 
tion. If you relax in one place, small fish and : 
other reef life become accustomed to your : 
presence, realize you are not a link in their : 
food chain and come out of hiding to re- : 


Sume their normal routine. 


With fins, propulsion is by easy, gentle 
kicking. You rarely need to use your arms— 3 
let them rest comfortably by your side or float 
one in front of your head to act as a bumper. : fj 
To move through the water kick with your : i 





knees and ankles loose. Gently lead your fins | i 


up and down and allow the pressure to flex : § e 
your joints. This lets your muscles expand : | 
and contract, promotes muscular respiration, 7 
diminishes lactic acid buildup and makes : 


your legs far less susceptible to cramps. 


Once you’re comfortable on the surface, : ji 
you may wish to swim down and take a clos- | 
er look. Many of the most interesting as- : 
pects of the reef are small. Tiny translucent : 
shrimps and crabs dwell safely in the protec- 
tive tentacles of large anemones and little : 
fish often hide in coral crevices. Venturing 
into the underwater world isn’t difficult but it 
- fore snorkeling. | 
While underwater, stay relaxed! The more : 
: and other snorkeling techniques in greater 


takes some practice. 


Here’s how: Relax at the surface, breath- : 
ing normally. Take a breath and hold it. Bend : 
at the waist so your head is pointing down, : 
lift your legs above your head and use your , 
arms to help start your downward motion, 


eardrums. Sometimes sinuses may be con- : 
: you do, the better you will get. Developing 


gested, especially if you have a cold or aller- 


gies. This can hinder equalization and be : 
: the water will be your best key to unlocking 


dangerous for your ears. Over the counter 


medications can help if taken as directed be- : 
: contained within the underwater world. 


relaxed you are, the longer you can stay down. 


When you ascend, look up and watch where 3 
: will prove useful in furthering your snorkel- 


you’re going, not where you've been. Upon ar- 


rival at the surface, clear your snorkel witha : 


burst of air, then cautiously breath in. Your 
freediving skills will improve with practice. 

Relaxed snorkelers stay underwater 
longer and more thoroughly enjoy the expe- 
rience. One easy relaxation technique is the 
development of an even, regular breathing 
pattern in the water. 

Probably the most important responsibility 
is to listen to and abide by your personal limi- 
tations. Much will depend on water tempera- 
ture, Surge or current conditions, how much 
Sleep you may have had the night before or 


how much snorkeling you've already done that 
will prevent any pain or damage to your : 
: Our limitations are on any given day and we 


day. Individually, each of us knows best what 


must be responsive to those messages. 
With relaxation in mind, another precau- 


: tion is simply to move slowly. Most injuries 
: are caused by reflex actions that bang extrem- 
: ities into relatively immovable objects: boats, 


reefs, piers, etc. Incidentally, even small 


scrapes in the tropics, especially coral cuts, 
: can become easily infected. Be sure to clean 
all cuts very thoroughly and apply a little an- 
| : tibiotic cream to help them heal more quickly. 


While many people measure snorkeling 


: skills by how long they can stay in the water, 
: how fast they can kick, how deep they can 
: freedive or how long they can stay beneath 
' the surface, the real measure of skill is the 
' ability to remain relaxed. Don’t get discour- 
: aged if it feels a bit awkward in the beginning. 
: Set your own pace. Like many other skills, 





Snorkeling requires training and the more 
and maintaining a calm, easy demeanor in 
the treasure chest of fascinating mysteries 

In upcoming issues | will examine these 
detail but, until then, | hope that these tips 


ing enjoyment. a 
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The Fishes of the Caribbean: 
An introduction 


BY BILL GLEASON 
AND STEPHEN FRINK 


fall the activities snorkelers can enjoy, : 
0 fishwatching is probably the most en- : 

thralling. There are, after all, hundreds 
of species of fish to observe in Caribbean wa- : 
ters and more than 150 are seen regularly by : 
Snorkelers. It’s not that difficult to identify 2 
fish but there are a few basic guidelines that : 
can help you get started. Each month, we will : 
present several fish (and other types of ma- : 
rine life), describe their behavior and habitat. : 
This month, we introduce you to fishwatch- 
ing and present some very common reef fish 2 


with uncommon behaviors. 


There are distinct day and night shifts on : 
any coral reef. Those fish swimming freely 
during the day are usually in search of food 
or protecting their territories. Fish that hide 
under coral overhangs or crevices during the 
day are members of the night shift. Dawn : 
and dusk are the “rush” hours of the coral : | 
reef, when feeding and reproduction (only at : | 
dusk) take place. Whata fish does during the ; | 
day becomes a key behavior point and can : 


help in identifying the particular species. 


The second major consideration is shape : 
and body parts. Fish range from long and 
thin to short and stout. Some are triangular : 
(Trunkfish, for example) and others, such as 
the Balloonfish, are nearly round. Oval : 
Shapes and odd shapes abound. The size of a 
fish is also important—six inches, a foot or : 


three feet makes a huge difference in species 
identification. 
A fish’s color is often the first thing no- 
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: territorial defense, hunting and nesting. Color : 
: is just a guideline. Individual markings are | 
' more significant and are excellent ways to 2 
identify fish. Fish often change both color and 
markings as they grow from juveniles to 
adults, adding another layer of complexity to : 


the identification game. 


Pectoral fin 


Dorsal fin 


Mouth 


Gill plate 


cover  Ventralfin Anal fin 


Tail fin 


assume they eat the same thing. Absolutely 


ers) feed on small crustaceans on the bot- 





can start to make sense of when it’s feeding 
and when it’s defending its territory. 

The best way to fishwatch is to study a 
Small section of the reef while staying mo- 
tionless. Find a particular fish and slowly fol- 
low it around. You'll be fascinated at its 


: range of behaviors. Sometimes it'll stop at 

Identification is only the first step in getting 
to know fish. Learning about a fish’s behav- : 
ior, especially its diet, is the next step in the 
familiarization process. Take a look at the : 
four fish on the opposite page. Although they 
: predators during this activity. 


certain areas of the reef and assume a rather 
rigid posture, with its mouth open. This be- 
havior invites small fish and shrimp to clean 
parasites off its body. By some unwritten law 
of nature, the small fish are immune to 


A wealth of fish information is available in 


' the form of slates and books dedicated to 
: fish identification. The bible of fishwatching 
' and fish |.D. is Reef Fish Identification, by 
' Paul Humann and Ned Deloach—a wonder- 
? ful guide. 


[Editor’s Note: Fish are grouped according 


: to family and common name in English. In 
: classic marine biology, there is a family 
' (shared behavior), genus (shared body char- 
' acteristics) and species (individual col- 
oration and specific points of physiological 
: difference). ] 

: areall approximately the same size and found 
' in the same shallow areas, all have extremely : 
different diets. The angelfish and butterflyfish 3 
appear to have the same behavior, swimming : 
around rather majestically and stopping to 
peck or nibble on parts of the reef. We might 


Foureye Butterflyfish (Chaetodon capistra- 
tus). Family: Butterflyfisnh—Chaetodontidae. 

The Foureye Butterflyfish is one of the 
Caribbean’s most distinctive fish. In addition 
to its unusual shape, this butterflyfish is eas- 
ily identified by the ocellus or spot on the 


: rear portion of its body. This false eye is 
not. The angels feast on sponges and the but- 
: terflies on tube worms and colonial sea : 
' anemones. Likewise, the Blue Tangs only eat : 
' algae and the French Grunts (nighttime feed- 
ticed. Color can be misleading, though, since 
nearly all fish change color during mating, 


thought to confuse predators, leading them 
to attack the wrong end of the fish and giving 
it an easy escape route. Many juveniles have 
false eyes but they usually outgrow them as © 


: they mature—Foureyes keep them for life. 
tom. When you know what a fish eats, you : 


During the day, Foureyes leisurely cruise 





The Foureye Butterflytish 
(Chaetodon capistratus) is easily 
identified by the spot on the : 
rear portion of its body. cael 














the reef in search of food—tube worms and : 
colonial sea anemones. Their odd shaped : 
mouths are perfect for searching crevices to 7 
find food. 
Foureyes are usually found in pairs and 3 
apparently mate for life. During reproduc- : 
tion, the female launches herself toward the : 
surface, followed by the male. At the top of : 
this graceful arc the female releases her : 
eggs, which are then fertilized by the male. 
Blue Tangs (Acanthurus coeruleus). 
Family: Surgeonfish—Acanthuridae. 
Although these small (six to eight inch) fish : 
are graceful and pretty, all members of the ; 
Surgeonfish family have a highly developed : 
natural defense mechanism. The yellow fin at 
the base of the tail is razor sharp and can ex- : 
tend from the body to slash a predator! Blue : 
Tangs are vegetarians, feeding during the day 3 
on algae that grows in dead areas of the reef. 


They often forage for food in schools. 
Queen Angelfish (Holacanthus ciliaris). 
Family: Angelfish—Pomacanthidae. 


These majestic fish are some of the most : 
dramatically colored in the Caribbean. They : 
may appear shy at first but will often observe , 
snorkelers at a close range. These daytime 
feeders primarily eat sponges. They also eat 
tunicates and algae. They are usually around : 
: a foot long, larger individuals are found on 
: occasion. 
: Angelfish males are territorial, with the : 
dominant male establishing a courtship area. : 
Males can be identified by their white pelvic : 


fins; the females’ are smaller and yellow. A 
; food, typically crustaceans and invertebrates. 


male may entertain more than one female, 


suggesting a harem arrangement, but an- : 
gelfish are often observed in pairs. Eggs are : 
released in mid-water by females and fertil- : 


: ized by the male. ' Or aggressive behavior. <a 





: mulon flavolineatum). 
: Family: 
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French Grunt (Hae- FLOFID CARIEGEAN aaas 
Grunt— 
Haemulidae. 

French Grunts #& 
are some of the 
most common fish 
found in shallow water. During the day, 
large schools remain motionless near or un- 


der some type of coral shelter. They are 


! 
! 
i 
i] 
I 
i 
i 
! 
i 


: wary of snorkelers and will generally keep 


their distance. 
These small fish (six to ten inches) are 


: members of the night shift. At dusk, the 


schools separate and individuals forage for 

Grunts were named for their ability to 
grind their upper and lower jaws together, 
producing an audible “grunt”—a defensive 


SKIN DIVER JUNE 1996 81 


mm = = — 








BY BILL GLEASON 
AND STEPHEN FRINK 


he most exciting event in the snorkel- 

ing world is taking place on the Dutch 

Caribbean island of Bonaire. The gov- : 
ernment, hotels and watersport operators ; 
been : 
planning and : 
developing : 
this project for 
the last two : 
years. In April, : 
they unveiled : 
: who to contact for more information or reser- : 
: vations. Buta little background information : 
ing: Guided : 7 
Snorkeling! : 
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the island’s 
newest offer- 





S| 


er §=<The program 
is part education and part fun. Bonaire is the 
first island in the world to offer this type of 
dedicated service to visiting snorkelers. 


At the heart of the program is aseries of : 


one-half hour slide shows (12 in all). Each mi- 
ni-lecture is held in the comfort of a classroom 
and gives visitors information on fish, inverte- 
brates, coral reef ecology and the specifics of 
the site they will visit. At the same time, work- 
ing with the Bonaire Marine Park, they have 
identified 12 different areas offering the very 
best snorkeling. These sites can be explored 
either by a short boat trip or land based trans- 


(some twice daily) Guided Snorkeling Tours. 

The complete details of the Bonaire Guided 
snorkeling Program are enclosed in the fol- 
lowing eight pages and will answer any and 
all questions about how to participate and 
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on the island will help put it all together. 


Bonaire is in the southernmost part of the 
' Caribbean (outside of the hurricane belt) and: 
' blessed with year-round trade winds and : 
: sunshine. It has a predictable climate. Part of : Ku 
- the Dutch Netherlands Antilles, the island’s 

residents speak Papiamento, in addition to : 
: English, Dutch and Spanish. Bonaire is alow- : 
- lying island with a desert climate. The main : 
town, Kralendijk, is the island’s capital. The 
: pace is quiet, relaxed and laidback. Its beach- : 
' es are small and tucked away; ironshore 
: marks much of the coast. Thanks to the trade 
: winds that come from the east, the entire | 
' western side of Bonaire is always calm—per-_; 
: fect conditions for divers and snorkelers. 
portation. Twelve resorts on Bonaire have : 
adopted the program and begun offering daily ; 


Over the years, as diving became popular, 
many of the resorts began to cater to divers 








Top: Rincon. Above: Bonaire’s comprehen- 
sive Guided Snorkeling Program features 
: outstanding guided tours and services. 


3 night snorkel, are available under the friendly 
: and expert eyes of a guide. 

and became experts at providing guides, : 
: boats and airfills. These same operators de- 
: cided to offer snorkelers their own dedicated 
: boats, special guides and all the amenities. 
: Morning and afternoon trips, and evena : 


Bonaire's 12 operators, island government, 


: hotels and Marine Park deserve a tremendous 
thank you from snorkelers for pioneering this 
: very special way to visit and appreciate the is- 


land’s exquisite coral reefs. <a 








... Lhe Natural Choice 
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Above: The arid, desert climate of Bon- 
aire and Klein Bonaire preserves the 
pristine shallow reefs, which border the 
islands, from siltation caused by rain wa- 
ter runoff. Below: A parasail provides the 
ultimate view of Kralendijk and the capti- 
vating blue waters that lap its shores. 











Top: The enthusiasm of snorkelling is 
shared by visitors of all ages. Above: The 
Bonaire Guided Snorkelling Program has 
selected the island’s very best sites 


Welcome to safe, guided tours 
for snorkellers of all ages... 


he Dutch Caribbean island of 

Bonaire, in the southern Caribbean 
Sea, is the scene of one of the most am- 
bitious snorkelling projects ever de- 
signed. Bonaire, long world famous 
among scuba divers, has created its own 
program—Bonaire Guided Snorkelling— 
and laid out a red carpet of services for 
visitors. The pristine coral reefs of 
Bonaire, which begin just inches from its 
shoreline, are the highlight of any vaca- 
tion. With Bonaire Guided Snorkelling, 
you're guaranteed to learn more about 
the wonders of the coral reef, amuse 
yourself for hours underwater and visit 
more than a dozen different and unique 
snorkelling sites. 

Bonaire has created (and put into op- 
eration this past April 15) the most unique 
island-wide snorkelling program in the 
world. While traditional snorkelling pro- 
grams pretty much hand you the mask, 
snorkel and fins and wave good-bye, the 
Bonaire Guided Snorkelling Program is a 
series of 12 different Guided Tours to 
carefully selected sites around the main 
island of Bonaire and its adjacent small 
island, Klein (“little” in Dutch) Bonaire. Not 
only are the water portions of these tours 
guided but each one actually begins with 
a fun, informative slide show to help you 
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learn about all aspects of the coral reef 
and the animals that inhabit it. So, before 
you ever put on your mask, fins or 
snorkel, you'll be learning all about the 
wonderful world of the coral reef, an 
ecosystem only matched by rain forests 
in terms of natural beauty and diversity. 

At the heart of the Bonaire program is 
a team of more than 30 trained Snorkel 
Guides. In addition to lifesaving, water 
rescue and first aid skills, these profes- 
sional guides have also been trained as 
underwater naturalists and are eager to 
help you discover the more than 150 dif- 
ferent types of fish, 30 different types of 
corals and many other types of marine 
life that live on Bonaire’s lush reefs. 


BONAIRE REEFS 

Nature has blessed Bonaire with gor- 
geous coral reefs. While this is not neces- 
sarily rare in the Caribbean, Bonaire’s 
reefs are unique in that they start in just 
inches of water and therefore have dense 
coral formations in very shallow water. To 
a snorkeller, this is underwater paradise, 
and all of the Snorkel Tours are designed 
to be conducted in 15 feet of water or 
less. Scientists call these types of reefs 
fringing reefs, since the corals have literal- 
ly grown right on the side of the island 














than 15 feet of water, inhabited by grunts, 
damsels and other reef tropicals, are to 
be expected by Bonaire’s snorkellers. 


over the millennia. As the island has risen 
and fallen, the coral reefs have continued 
to grow. Evidence of their prolific growth 
is easy to See On your very first snorkelling 
expedition. As you travel around the is- 
land (particularly in the northern area) you 
will see ample evidence of prehistoric 
reefs now 30 to 40 feet above sea level, 
having lived submerged for hundreds of 
thousands of years and then uplifted as 
the island slowly rose. 


BONAIRE WEATHER 
Bonaire is blessed with one of the gen- 
tlest climates in the Caribbean, with very 
little rainfall (less than 22 inches annually) 
and a prevailing easterly trade wind that 
provides a consistent 15 mph breeze. 
This trade wind is also one of the coral 
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reefs’ best friends and a major reason 
these reefs are among the most prolific in 
the world. When the wind blows continu- 
ously from the same direction, one side 
of the island has “rough” water condi- 
tions (the windward side; the other side 
(the leeside) is almost always calm. Since 
Bonaire lies at a 90 degree angle to its 
trade winds, the island’s western side 











GETTING 


All participants in the Bonaire Guided 
Snorkelling Program start with an intro- 
duction, which consists (as do the 
Snorkel Tours) of a Slide Show Briefing 
and in-water review of snorkelling skills. 
The Slide Show explains how the pro- 
gram works at the resort at which you are 
staying. It tells you what time the snorkel 
boats depart and whentheindividual 28) 
tours are scheduled, as well as answering a 
any questions you might have. wp 

After the briefing, everyone heads to 
the water for a quick review of snorkelling 
skills and a briefing on the snorkelling at- 
tractions found directly off the hotel. If you 
have never snorkelled, you will be shown 
the basics. If you are already a snorkeller, 
the guides will show you a couple of ad- 
vanced tips. Beginners and advanced 
snorkellers can review: 

1. Proper equipment and fit. This is ab- 
solutely essential to enjoying yourself ona 
snorkelling vacation. A good mask (optical- 
ly corrected if you wear glasses) is a must. 
You also need a comfortable snorkel and 
fins that match your strength and swim- 
ming style. You'll find out how to keep your 
mask fog free and how to correctly clear 
both your mask and snorkel. 

2. Snorkelling vests (flotation vests). This 
is an increasingly popular piece of equip- 
ment among advanced snorkellers. There 
are lead weights for people who want to get 
a little more serious about freediving or un- 
derwater swimming. Techniques are 
demonstrated as well. 

3. Safe entry and exit practices. Tours 
are conducted from boats and from shore, =, 
so becoming familiar withladdersand & 
boats is a must. 

The guides will also introduce you to the so 
island wide concept of Responsible §& 
Snorkelling, a code for snorkellers that 
seeks to minimize damage a snorkeller 
might do to the coral reefs. This includes 
maintaining a horizontal position nearly all 
of the time and making sure fins don’t acci- 
dentally come in contact with the bottom. 

You'll also find out about Bonaire’s 
fishwatching program, where snorkellers 
get a slate and the opportunity to identify 
more than 100 of the most common reef 
fish. Every snorkel trip gives you the op- 




































































portunity to find and record new sightings; 
the guides are very helpful in finding vari- 
ous species of fish! 








Popular TV stereotypes about sharks, 
Barracuda and moray eels lead many 
people to believe the ocean teems with 
dangerous marine life. Bonaire’s Guided 
Snorkelling Program will give you the re- 
al story. You’ll be delighted to know that 
marine life poses no danger to snorkel- 
ers, unless you come in contact with 
corals or aseaurchin. You’ll learn to 
identify anything that can remotely harm you. You'll also find if you don’t touch 
anything, nothing’s going to touch you! There’s nothing to fear from sharks 
(rarely seen in Bonaire) and you’ll learn that Barracuda are curious, not danger- 
ous. The moray eel is reclusive and poses no threat at all. 
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BONAIRE SNORKELLING 





At the heart of the Bonaire Guided 
Snorkelling Program is a series of Slide 
Shows that begin each snorkelling tour. 
They are given at participating resorts 
(some 12 different resorts on Bonaire 
operate these special programs), usual- 
ly in a comfortable classroom. Approx- 
imately one-half hour long, they are a 
combination of coral reef information 
and a sneak preview of what you will 
see when snorkelling at each of the 12 
different Bonaire sites. The shows have 
been designed specifically for snor- 
kellers of all ages and all of the photog- 


raphy in the shows comes from the ac- 
tual sites around the island. You have 
already read about the first one, 
Introduction to Guided Snorkelling. 
Here’s a look at what you will learn in 
the other shows: 

THE CorRAL REEF: Gives an overview of 
the Coral Reef, its inhabitants and facts 
about the coral polyp, the basic building 
block of coral reefs. 

Basic FIsH IDENTIFICATION, INTERMEDIATE 
FISH IDENTIFICATION, ADVANCED FISH 
IDENTIFICATION I| AND II: These four shows 
highlight the different types of common 
reef fish seen by snorkellers off Bonaire 
and help visitors get to know their names 


SLIDE SHOWS 


and habits. Fishwatching is a popular 
snorkelling pastime. With more than 150 
different species, there’s plenty to learn! 
A series of Identification Slates and 
books are available at the resorts. 
INTRODUCTION TO CORALS: This ex- 
plains what types of corals make up a 
reef and the different roles they play. 
INVERTEBRATES: More than 85 percent 
of all life on a coral reef (including the 
corals themselves) falls into this category! 
MARINE BEHAVIOR I AND II: Here you'll 
watch the interaction of fish and the in- 
terdependence of many life forms on the 





reef. You’ll learn common tricks fish play 
on us and how they camouflage them- 
selves for both protection and predation. 

NIGHT SNORKELLING: At night, with the 
aid of special lights (available at the re- 
sorts), you will find an entirely different 
set of reef inhabitants and colors. This is 
one of the most popular and exciting 
snorkel tours! 

THE MANGROvEs: This is the juvenile 
nursery of the coral reef and an adven- 
ture for all snorkellers. 

The Slide Shows help you learn about 
all aspects of the coral reef and increase 
your ability to spot marine life when 
snorkelling. 
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(where you'll find all of the guided 
snorkelling resorts and all snorkelling op- 
erations) is always calm and protected. 
Not only does this provide perfect 
snorkelling conditions about 99 percent 
(no exaggeration) of the time, it also al- 
lows corals to grow prolifically in shallow 
water (rough water tends to knock some 
of the corals over, preventing them from 
attaining full growth). The low rainfall on 
Bonaire is also a blessing, since fresh 
water from rivers (there are no rivers on 
Bonaire) and rain runoff are enemies of 
the coral reef. Freshwater runoff almost 
always contains sediments, which can 
harm the coral by literally smothering it. 


THE CORAL TERRACES 

As the Reef Profile indicates, the fring- 
ing reefs of Bonaire can be divided into 
four distinct zones. Three are commonly 
visited by snorkellers and the fourth is the 
typical province of scuba divers, another 
large component of Bonaire visitors. 
Here’s a breakdown of those four areas: 


Palmata Terrace 
(Elkhorn) -Coral 
Zone 


Patch 


THE ELKHORN ZONE. Named for the 
large, dominant coral formations, this is 
the area closest to shore. You'll find 
these giant, branching corals (many 
measure more than ten feet across) in 
just a few feet of water. Home to thou- 
sands of fish and marine life, they pro- 
vide a refuge and habitat for life on the 
coral reef. 

THE CORAL TERRACES. After the Elk- 
horn Zone, the bottom (in about 8 to 10 
feet of water) undergoes a dramatic 
change. The Elkhorn Corals are re- 
placed by a combination of other corals. 
some areas are densely packed, others 
have sandy bottoms with just patches of 
coral. These are called terraces. Bonaire 
offers three different types of terraces: 
sandy, Patch (both Brain Coral and 
Staghorn Corals) and Coral. 

The Sandy Terraces are mostly sand, 
with just an occasional coral. Your 
guides will be able to point out (and 
show you in the slide presentations) a 
great number of interesting fish (the 
sand Diver and Peacock Flounder 
among them), usually found resting, 
camouflaged, on the sand. Spotting 
these fish without a guide is pretty tough 
but once you see your first one, you'll 
find them on nearly every snorkel trip 
you make! 
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The Patch Terraces are a mixture of 
sand and two dominant types of corals; 
either Brain (which looks exactly like its 
name and can be only inches across or 
as large as five feet) or Staghorn, a thin, 
branching coral that can cover large ar- 
eas. Both habitats support a wide array 
of marine life. 

Off northern Bonaire and around Klein 
Bonaire you'll find Coral Terraces, where 
the corals are so densely packed it’s 
hard to see anything but the corals and 
the fish living in these areas! All snorkel 
sites are not created equal and those off 
Bonaire were chosen to provide a visitor 
with examples of the diversity of the coral 
reef, since each terrace supports differ- 
ent types of life. 

THE Reer Crest. Also called the top of 
the drop-off, the reef crest is in about 25 
to 30 feet of water. However, the water in 
Bonaire is so clear you Can easily ob- 
serve It while snorkelling. Not only does 
coral begin to dominate here, there's 
plenty of action above the reef as well. 
Schools of fish, often feeding on the 
plankton drifting by, will always be seen. 
And, there are other fish that feed on 
those fish (such as jacks), so you’ll see 
them as well! 

THE ReeF Drop-orF. Starting in 30 feet 
of water, the reefs of Bonaire drop-off 
suddenly to great depths (usually 150 
feet or more) and this is what lures scuba 
divers to the Island. Although scuba is 
necessary to explore these deeper areas, 
the shallow areas of Bonaire’s snorkelling 
reefs will allow you to see at least 80 per- 
cent of the marine life with just a mask, 
fins, snorkel and guide. 


SNORKELLING OPERATIONS 

The new Guided Snorkelling Program 
has elevated snorkellers to first class citi- 
zenship and provides a variety of services 





not found elsewhere in the travel world: 
DEDICATED SNORKELLING BOATS: On 
Bonaire, boats are dedicated to snor- 
kellers and quickly get you to your 
snorkel site (the farthest sites are 20 min- 
utes away, the closest less than 10). 
DEDICATED SNORKEL BRIEFINGS: [he 
Bonaire Guided Snorkelling Operators 
provide a one-half hour Slide Show/ 
Lecture before each trip, helping you 
learn more about the coral reef before 
you even get there. These are not aca- 
demic but designed to be fun as well as 
informative. The trained guides are all 
veteran fish and reef watchers; more 
than happy to share snorkelling tips and 
techniques with you, as well as introduce 


A team of expert snorkellers and un- 
derwater photographers designed the 
Bonaire Guided Snorkelling Program in 
conjunction with the Bonaire Marine Park 
and local operators. The first phase of 
the project involved swimming the entire 
western coastline (and around the small 
island of Klein Bonaire) to determine 
which areas offered the very best 
snorkelling. The map shows you the 12 
areas that were selected, based on the 
different types of coral terraces and at- 
tractions. It should be noted that the en- 
tire coastline of Bonaire contains many 
other snorkel/dive sites; these 12 were 
selected to represent distinct experi- 
ences. Sites immediately adjacent to 
those on the map will provide excellent 
snorkelling experiences as well. The 
changes among different parts of the 
coral reef occur gradually as the coast- 
line and other conditions change. Enjoy 
them all! 


Aavertisement 








The vitality and diversity of life on this 
shallow coral head are a result of the 
protection of the Bonaire Marine Park. 


you to the marine life. 

CUSTOM SCHEDULING: Bonaire opera- 
tors offer Guided Snorkelling Tours from 
one to three times a day, depending on 
the operation and number of snorkellers. 
The boats are restricted in capacity, so 
even the large boats only carry a maxi- 
mum of 20 snorkellers. A normal sized 
group is 8 to 12. The cost for the pro- 
gram runs about $20 per tour, including 
lecture and transportation. Snorkel 
equipment may be extra (nearly all 
snorkellers bring their own). Snorkelling 
equipment and accessories are widely 
available on the island should you forget 
your gear. Rental charges are modest 
but you should contact the individual re- 
sorts for exact pricing. 


BONAIRE STYLE 

While the snorkelling off Bonaire is in- 
deed world-class and the new Guided 
Snorkelling Program in a class by Itself by 
world travel standards, frequent visitors 
to this small Dutch Caribbean island (just 
three hours out of Miami by jet) echo the 
same sentiments: It’s a quiet, tranquil is- 
land, with a friendly, casual style (you 
would never bring a coat and tie to 
Bonaire). This is not the land of high rise 
hotels, lush tropical rain forests or end- 
less beaches. The beaches on Bonaire 
are small by any Caribbean standard (an- 
other blessing for the reef, by the way); 
the topography Is similar to that found in 
the southwestern United States and 
northern Mexico (desert). 












I. Playa Fuachi 
2. Nukove 

3. 1000 Steps 
4, CHT 

&. Windsock 

G. Invisibles 

7. Nlangraves 


KLEIN BONAIRE 
8 No Name 
9, Leonora’s Reef 











10. Jerry’s Jam 
IL. Munk’s Haven 
12. Just A Nice Dive 













ADVANCED 
SNORKELLING TIPS 


Basic snorkelling skills (reviewed in the island- 
wide Introduction to Bonaire Guided Snorkelling) 
are designed to make sure you are comfortable 
with your equipment and can float around the reef, 
completely relaxed and enjoying the underwater 
world. There are easy skills to master, particularly 
with the help of a guide. As you get more and more 
accustomed to snorkelling, you will feel an urge to 
dive down and take a closer look at the marine life. 
This is called freediving and consists of holding 
your breath, making a surface dive and slowly ex- 
ploring the reef. While it’s not difficult, most people 
(particularly beginners) are not immediately com- 
fortable doing it and most of the reasons for this 
are easy to solve! 

The first area to consider is your natural buoyan- 
cy. Some people are floaters; other are sinkers. This 
has to do with the relative size of your lungs (in pro- 
portion to total body size), percentage of muscle/fat 
(muscle weighs more than fat) and basic physique. In general, there are far more 
floaters than sinkers. If you are a floater and try to freedive, you will have to constantly 
kick to keep yourself underwater. This will quickly deplete your air and energy. 

Like everything else in the underwater world, relaxation is the key to freediv- 
ing. You kick only to move from place to place. How do you offset the natural 
tendency to float? Your guides will show you how to add a couple of pounds 
(not much is necessary) of lead weight to a weightbelt, which will offset this 
natural buoyancy. They’ll also help you with your surface dive, which, when 
you get good, can get you 10 or 15 feet underwater with just one kick. Once 
you are down, you should be able to hover without kicking, a Sure sign you are 
correctly weighted. See your Bonaire Guide for more help in this very exciting 
area of advanced snorkelling. 

In keeping with the conservation philosophy of the island of Bonaire, it is rec- 
ommended that snorkellers never come in contact with the reef. If you dive 
down and attempt to stay down by holding on to the coral, several things may 
happen. First of all, you might cut yourself because coral is very, very sharp. 
Two, the coral might accidentally snap off, destroying several hundred years of 
growth. Either option is not positive; the guides will be happy to work with you 
and make you an effortless freediver. 

As you get better and better, you will also learn something called the finger touch 
technique. There are parts of the underwater world safe to touch but you need to 
know exactly which parts. These are noncoral areas and you can closely observe 
= corals and marine life by steadying yourself with just the touch of a fin- 
ee "EY ger on these parts of the reef. Again, your guides will help you! Snorkel 
s = Safely (always with a buddy) and responsibly! 















FLOR IDA CARIBBEAN BAHAMAS 


JL HUMA® ie coe ie One of the most fascinating and 
Ea ae ee, A = popular activities among snorkellers 
a = Saas a Rg is fishwatching. With more than 150 
| species of fish to see in Bonaire wa- 
ters, you may need a little help (even 
after you attend your Fishwatching 
= Briefings) to correctly identify all of 

, the colorful characters you’ll meet! 
The “Bible” of fishwatching is Reef 
Fish Identification, written and pho- 
tographed by Paul Humann and edited by Ned DeLoach. It is part of a series of 
Reef Identification books called the Reef Set, which also includes Reef Coral 
Identification and Reef Creature Identification (for invertebrates). Humann and 
DeLoach also publish a Snorkelling Guide to Marine Life. Look for these books in 
your local bookstore or contact: 


New World Publications 
1861 Cornell Road, Jacksonville, FL 32207 
(800) 737-6558 (904) 737-6558 
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Bonaire residents typically speak 
about four languages. School is con- 
ducted in Dutch and on-island affairs in 
Papiamento, the regional language of the 
Netherlands Antilles (Curacao, Aruba, 
Saba, St. Maarten and St. Eustatius). 
English is practically universal and 
Spanish a close second. This multi-lin- 


- gual ability is unique in the Caribbean and 


is one of the island’s charms. The archi- 
tecture is Dutch Caribbean, so the hous- 
es are painted in pastel shades. The 
small resident population of about 
12,000 means everyone knows everyone 
else and crime, as we know itt in large 
cities, iS virtually nonexistent. There are 
two towns, the capital of Kralendijk (cen- 
trally located on the western side of the 
island, adjacent to most of the resorts, 
none of which is more than a couple of 
minutes’ ride to town), which can be eas- 
ily explored in a short afternoon, anda 
quieter town called Rincon. A traffic jam 
in Bonaire is usually three cars backed up 
ata stop sign. While boats and most 





Camouflage is a trick of the shy Trumpet- 
fish but, within a short time, snorkellers 
will easily spot these strange inhabitants. 


things run on time, there is enough “is- 
land” time that no one takes anything too 
seriously. On the whole, service on the is- 
land is good and the more than 40 
restaurants that dot downtown Kra- 
lendijk are surprising in their sophistica- 
tion and offerings. 

Resorts run the gamut from small ho- 
tels to condominiums. This is a different 
kind of island and its strategy for tourism 
is dependent on slow, not rapid growth. 
Nearly all of the resorts have a restaurant 
on the premises and there are several 
grocery stores close by to help stock a 
condominium kitchen as well. Nightlife is 
usually dinner and a stroll through town 
or maybe stopping for an after dinner 
drink or dessert. This is not a raging 
nightlife center and, anyway, after going 
snorkelling a couple of times during the 
day, you will appreciate getting to bed 
early. The resorts usually have some form 
of entertainment, ranging from slide 
shows for visiting divers and snorkellers 
to happy hours, special dinner events 
and sunset cruises. But the point is clear. 
Bonaire is quiet and relaxed; a welcome 





relief to the frantic vacation pace of some 
other Caribbean destinations. 


OTHER ACTIVITIES 

Besides Bonaire’s Guided Snorkelling 
Program, all resorts carry a full watersport 
program, which can include scuba train- 
ing and reef trios, a tourism mainstay on 
the island. Many of the larger resorts fea- 
ture children's’ programs (crafts and ac- 
tivities) in addition to snorkelling. But the 
ocean and Its reefs are the main reason to 
visit Bonaire, with island style a close sec- 
ond! Kayaking, mountain biking (tours for 
all levels of experience) and birdwatching 
are also gaining in popularity. Bonaire is a 
celebration of nature, so it’s perfectly nat- 
ural for its activities to follow along the 
same route. The entire northern end of 
the island is a national park. A one-half 
day excursion to this pristine area will 
show you that Bonaire has enacted con- 
servation policies designed to preserve its 
natural resources while sharing them with 
residents and visitors alike. 





BONAIRE’S 
MARINE PARK 


Bonaire is generally rec- 
ognized as the world leader 
in coral reef conservation. 
This is owing to a concerted 
and mutual effort by local 
operators and the Bonaire 
Marine Park to ensure that 
visitors will have minimal im- 
pact on the environment 
through a combination of 
education and safety related 
projects. 

The Bonaire Marine Park 
constantly monitors the reefs 
for fish populations and coral 
health. They rotate the dive 
and snorkel sites to make 
sure any accidental damage 
caused by visitors or natural 
processes does not threaten 
a reef’s long term health. In 
addition, they are responsible 
for an island-wide sys- 
tem of mooring buoys 
that make it unneces- 
sary for boats to anchor 
on the reefs. Your 








snorkel boats will use these moorings, helping to minimize potential damage. 

The Bonaire Marine Park is funded through private donations and some gov- 
ernment funds but the majority of funding is provided by visiting divers and 
snorkellers who pay a modest $10 fee to use the waters of the Bonaire Marine 
Park. The fee is used to upgrade moorings, continue water quality and fish sur- 
veys and provide ongoing educational efforts for user groups. The park (and the 
rangers) all embrace the concept of Responsible Snorkelling, where snorkellers 
take responsibility for their own actions and seek to achieve zero impact or dam- 
age to the coral reefs. Upon paying the fee, visitors are issued a medallion, good 
for an entire year, which they can attach to their snorkel or mask. The medallions 
are available directly from the rangers or any of the resorts. 

It is against the law to remove coral or marine life from the waters of Bonaire 
and all of the water surrounding Bonaire and Klein Bonaire is part of the Marine 
Park. In addition to these laws, the Bonaire Marine Park encourages snorkellers: 

1. Not to have any contact (accidental or otherwise) with the coral reefs. While 
not touching anything with your hands is relatively easy, also make sure your fins 
and legs don’t accidentally come in contact with corals! 

2. Ask your guide for help if you feel uncomfortable in any way and please fol- 
low any constructive advice the guides may offer in terms of snorkelling tips and 
techniques. 

3. It is recommended that snorkelling in the Lac Bay mangroves only be done in 
the company of a trained guide. 

4. Proceed at aslow pace, move gently and in arelaxed manner while 
snorkelling. Not only will you minimize accidental damage, you will also be able 
to get closer to marine life. 

a ala These and other recommendations regarding Responsible Snorkelling are inte- 
gral parts of both the Marine Park’s philosophy and Bonaire Guided Snorkelling. 
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Preservation of Bonaire’s reefs is the aim 
of the Marine Park’s zero impact policy, in- 
viting all snorkellers to take responsibility. 





CONCLUSION 





The Bonaire Guided Snorkelling 
Program, the first such island wide pro- 
gram in the world, provides visitors with a 
unique opportunity to visit, learn about 
and enjoy their pristine coral reefs. You'll 
find the program and the guides friendly 
and well informed and you can arrange 
your snorkelling schedule according to 
your vacation needs. Snorkellers of any 





age can participate in the program and 
the guides will help you learn to snorkel 
or improve your snorkelling skills as you 
enjoy your week’s stay. You'll meet an 
impressive array of fish and learn about 
their daily habits, brilliant colors and 
sometimes odd behavior. 

The coral reefs of the world offer one 
of the most unusual natural habitats on 
the planet and Bonaire is lucky enough 


Advertisement 


to have reefs perfectly suited to snor- 
Kelling. For more information, contact 
any of the operators featured on the 
back page and/or the Tourism Corp- 
oration Bonaire. The Bonaire Guided 
Snorkelling Program is a cooperative ef- 
fort by the island’s hotels and water- 
sport operators, the Bonaire Marine 
Park and sponsored by the Tourism 
Corporation Bonaire. 








LocaTION: Easternmost Caribbean 
island in the southern Dutch (ABC) 
islands of Aruba, Bonaire and 
Curacao. Forty miles north of the 
coast of Venezuela. 

SIZE: It is 24 miles long and 3 to 7 
miles across; 112 square miles in 
area. There is also a small, undevel- 
oped island, Klein Bonaire, directly 
off the main town of Kralendijk. 

AIR TRAVEL: Approximately two 
hours and 45 minutes from Miami 
International Airport. Scheduled in- 
ternational carriers are ALM, Air 
Aruba and KLM. 

PASSPORT AND VISA REQUIREMENTS: 
For U.S. and Canadian citizens, proof 
of citizenship (birth certificate or 
passport) and valid return air ticket. 

LANGUAGE: Dutch and Papia- 
mento are the official languages; 
English and Spanish are spoken 
nearly universally. 

TRANSPORTATION: Taxis, rental cars 
and vans are widely available. 

CurRRENCy: Antillean Guilder, U.S. 
dollars and major credit cards are 
accepted nearly everywhere. 

CLIMATE: Average temperature is 
82°F; annual rainfall, 22 inches. 
There is a prevailing easterly cooling 
wind. 

Dress: Appropriate to climate, al- 
ways Casual and informal, including 
restaurants and nightlife. Shorts and 
light shirts are appropriate at all 
times. 


BONAIRE FACTS 





TIPPING: For services rendered, 10 
to 15 percent, as is customary in the 
United States. 

ELectricity: 127/120 volts. Most 
U.S. appliances work without 
adapters. Resorts supply adapters 
for specialized equipment such as 
cameras, rechargeable lights and 
the like. 

Time: One hour ahead of Eastern 
Standard Time; same time as Eastern 
Daylight Time. 

For more information on Bonaire, 
contact the Tourism Corporation 
Bonaire: 


U.S. (800) U-BONAIR 
Fax— (212) 956-5911 
1 Rockefeller Plaza 


New York, NY 10022 


599-7-8322 or 8649 
Fax— 599-7-8408 
Kaya Libertador 
Simon Bolivar 12 
Kralendijk, Bonaire 
Netherlands Antilles 


BONAIRE 


EUROPE 31-70-395-4444 
Fax— 31-70-336-8333 
Visseringlaan 24 
2288ER Rijswijk 


The Netherlands 
102372.337@compuserve.com 





e-mail 


internet http://www. interknowledge.com 


SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT 
(800) 288-4773 
(011) 599-7-8738 


CapTAIN Don’S HABITAT 
(800) 327-6709 
(011) 599-7-8290 


Bupby Dive Resort 
(800) 359-0749 
(800) 934-DIVE 
(011) 599-7-5080 


SUNSET BEACH Dive CENTER 
(800) 328-2288 
(011) 599-7-8330 
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HARBOUR VILLAGE BEACH RESORT 
(800) 868-7477 

(011) 599-7-7500 

PLAZA RESORT BONAIRE 

(800) 766-6016 

(O11) 599-7-2500 

Dive INN 

(O11) 599-7-8761 


BonBINI Divers 
(800) 768-3484 
(011) 599-7-5425 
FLAMINGO BEACH HOTEL 
(O11) 599-7-8285 
BONAIRE CARIBBEAN CLUB 
(011) 599-7-7901 















VIDEO COURSE 


The Perils of Topside Video 


66 cm oney, aren't you going to shoot any 
video topside?” You’re at a fantas- 
tic dive destination and have been shooting 
underwater video for the past two days. 
“Yea,” you reply, “topside will be easy.” 


YIP IP, PN) PY, 
SNORKEL YOUR WAY TO 


LIT TMAN JEWELERS 


* HANDMADE I8kK 
SEA-INSPIRED JEWELRY 
* WRECK COINS 
* TAG-HEUER WATCHES 
*** Ask for Skin Diver Discount*** 
SEND FOR OUR 
COLOR CATAEOGUE 


800-523-4071 
LITTMAN GIFTS 


Women's keisure Wear, Hats, 
Bathing Suits, Fine Quality 
T-Shirts, Unique Tropical Gifts. 


Next door to Littman Jewelers 


AYA GRANDI #33 
BONAIRE, NETHER ANDS ANTILLES 


PH: O11-599=7-8160 
FAX: O1-599-7-7750 


1 a! a 


66 | GV/GS © 


IAC awhole new Bonaire through 
“Guided alta with 


Phone : 599-7-5425 
Fax: 599-7-4425 

or For U.S. Bookings: 
800-786-5485 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY JIM CHURCH 


TOPSIDE AIN’T ALWAYS EASY 


Underwater videography may be your 


main goal but topside shots will add inter- 
est and variety to 
your videos. How- 
ever—and this may 
be a surprise—top- 
side shots are often 
harder than under- 
water shots. Why? 
Because the haz- 
ards of tropical cli- 
mates, the spray 
aboard small dive 
boats and the bril- 
liance of bright sunlight are all obstacles 
you must overcome. 


BEATING MOISTURE PROBLEMS 

You’ve checked your preparation list: 
battery charged, tape in place, mode 
switch to camera, off/on and STBY/REC 
tested. Everything checks out, So you 


While relaxing at Bonaire's most 
exclusive resort, discover the pristine 
‘below th e aT throusk 


The Tos acos 


ccc cll deccbilReialeisasiiiai 


For reservation @ 


1 300-766. 6016. 


\\ Ted: 617-821-1012 * Fax: 617-821-1568 7 





SAND DOLLAR 
RESORT 


RESERVATIONS: 


1-800-288-4773 


or 407-774-9292, 
about ie kids Bonaire: 599-7-8738 
programs. Fax 599-7-8760 


SNORKELING INSTRUCTORS & NATURALIST ON STAFF 





Call for complete 
Guided Snorkeling 
packages and ask 
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leave your cool, air-conditioned room. 
No sooner does your camcorder greet 
the humid outside air than it ceases to 
function. The 
lens fogs over 
and the outer 
surfaces of the 
camcorder be- 
come moist 
| and slippery. 
me YOU look in the 
electronic 
viewfinder and 
see a Strange 
— warning sym- 

bol. Panic time—what is happening? 
Moving the camcorder from cool, dry air 
inside your room to warm, humid outside air 
Causes condensation. You clean the lens, 
wipe off the camcorder, aim the camcorder 
at your Subject and trigger the shutter. 
Nothing happens! The built-in dew circuit 
ae on nue 780) 


} © Join us and experiem 

Snorkelig fi Bonar 

H clear trepical waters. Yar | 

He Snorkel & relax at ou bra 
Bald 


new luxury waterfront 
ymodations 


“For information call 


ROTUSCHIS reoves / 


acne 
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SUNSET SNORKELSPECIALE 
B RE oe 


a 


SUNSET RESORTS 


Enjoy Guided Snorkeling 
Excursions at Bonaire’s 
Premier Snorkeling Resort me 
Ask about our special 
snorkeling packages. 
SSS (Liradonna 
tribbean Gours 2 
PO. Box 3299 


Cone aSelae FL 32779 
sa MP Y- oe he 















407/774-9000 ° FAX 407/ 682-6000 _ 
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Divers Playground in Paradise 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY BILL HARRIGAN 


Ss a dive destination, the British 

Virgin Islands are close to perfec- 

tion. They are a world apart; a tropi- 
cal archipelago surrounded by clear, 
blue water. Below the surface abundant 
reefs, historic wrecks and prolific fish life 
provide a huge variety of protected dive 
sites. Ashore there is a delightful am- 
biance, distinctly different from other 
Caribbean vacation spots. The entire is- 
land chain is a playground and the main 
attractions are natural, not man-made. 
The excellent restaurants and romantic 
resorts complement, rather than over- 
power, all of nature’s little secrets. 

The BVI are also a paradise for mod- 
ern sailors. Graceful yachts from several 
charter fleets are in constant motion, 
crisscrossing Drake’s Passage during 
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Peter Island is a perfect getaway for people 
seeking privacy and pure, natural beauty. 


the day and resting snugly in myriad 
coves at night. Boats are actually a prin- 
cipal mode of transportation in the BVI. 
Ferries connect the islands on a regular 
schedule, along with charter boats, wa- 
ter taxis and dive boats. 

Tortola is the largest island and, with 
just more than 13,000 residents, has the 
largest population. The government seat 
is in Road Town, which has a range of 
fine restaurants and resorts catering to a 
variety of tastes. The Prospect Reef 
Resort, for instance, has seven different 
types of accommodations, from villas 
and townhomes to single rooms. 
Although there are gift shops with high 
quality goods on several of the islands, 
most of the shopping opportunities are in 
Road Town. There are some good buys 











Soperf’s Hole, Tortola—once the favorite 


haunt of pirates, thieves and brigands—now 


shelters quite-a different kind of traveler. 


in artwork, Crafts, jewelry and, of course, 
there are the ever popular T-shirts. 

An old pirate’s lair at Soper’s Hole, on 
the western end of Tortola, has taken on 
a decidedly different veneer, becoming 
a favorite watering hole for both sailors 
and divers. Restaurants, a dive shop, 
accommodations and entertainment 


can be found along the narrow arm of 
water where pirates once anchored. 
Tortola is about ten miles long and 
two miles wide, made up almost entire- 
ly of hills. It will seem fast paced com- 
pared to Virgin Gorda, where the 
beaches and low-key lifestyle invite re- 
laxation. The Baths, with enormous 


Above: Kathleen Harrigan 
inspects the coral and 
sponge encrusted re- 
mains of the world famous 
wreck, the Rhone. Left: 
Blackbar Soldierfish 
(Myripristis jacobus) flit 
about Blond Rock, the 
pinnacle the Rhone’s 
captain avoided on that ill 
fated night in 1867, only to 
strike nearby Black Rock. 


granite boulders scattered on the 
beaches like marbles spilled from a gi- 
ant’s bag, Is a favorite for picnicking and 
snorkeling. 

North Sound on Virgin Gordais a 
playground in paradise for boaters. It is 
also rimmed with restaurants and re- 
sorts that are perfect for vacationing 
divers. The bustle of civilization can be 
left behind at natural retreats such as the 
Drake’s Anchorage Resort Inn or more 
lively settings can be found such as the 
Leverick Bay Resort. 

There are two choices for Peter 
Ilsland—stay at the exclusive Peter 
Island Resort and Yacht Harbour or 
make a day trip via the ferry from Road 
Town. The entire island is dedicated to 
this single resort, with three exquisite 
beaches, a pool, two restaurants, tennis 
courts and miles of hiking or biking 
trails. Peter Island is perfect for people 
seeking privacy and a chance to im- 
merse themselves in the natural beauty 
of the island. 
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| 
| Virgin Islands 


Jost van Dyke is barefoot casual, a 
place for freshly grilled chicken or fish at 
a beachside picnic table, listening to the 
gentle whisper of waves on the beach. 
Cooper Island and Marina Cay are also 
wonderful places to get away from tele- 
ohones and other modern instruments 
of stress. Both feature dive shops, 


“Cuan Law” ~ 
and 
“Lammer Law” 


Pioneers and Leaders of 
the Liveaboard movement 
for 25 years, we still offer 
the best crews, the best 
destinations, the most 
inspired meals, the 
friendliest service and 4 
the greatest comfort 
of any live-aboard. 
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restaurants and small resorts. 

Anegada is different from the rest of the 
BVI, a flat coral atoll Surrounded by shal- 
low coral reefs. Its location, about 16 
miles north of Virgin Gorda, and the diffi- 
culty in navigating around the numerous 
reefs limits access to Anegada. However, 
day packages are available for snorkeling, 
beach excursions and meals. The 
Anegada Reef Hotel provides overnight 
accommodations with just the right com- 
bination of informality and comfort. Air 
taxi and ferry service is available to 
Anegada from Tortola and Virgin Gorda. 


TRIMARINE 
BOX 4065 
ST. THOMAS, VI 00803 
FAX : 1-809- 494-5774 


TOLL FREE 1-800-648-3393 
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BVI Dive Operators 


Baskin in the Sun 

P.O. Box 106, Road Town 
Tortola, BVI 

(800) 233-7938 

(809) 494-5853 (fax) 


Blue Water Divers 

P.O. Box 846, Road Town 

Tortola, BVI 

(809) 494-2847 

(809) 494-01 98 (fax) 

Dive BVI, Limited 

P.O. Box 1040 

Virgin Gorda, BVI 

(800) 848-7078 

(809) 495-5347 (fax) 

Kilbride’s Underwater Tours 
. P.O. Box 40, Bitter End 

Virgin Gorda, BVI 

(809) 495-9638 

(809) 495-9369 (fax) 

Rainbow Visions Photo 

P.O. Box 680, Road Town 

Tortola, BVI 

(809) 494-2749 

(809) 494-6390 (fax) 

Trimarine 

P.O. Box 362, Road Town 

Tortola, BVI 

(800) 648-3393 

(809) 494-5774 (fax) 

Underwater Safaris 

P.O. Box 139, Road Town 

Tortola, BVI 

(800) 537-7032 

(809) 494-5322 (fax) 

Yacht Promenade 

P.O. Box 3100, Road Town 

Tortola, BVI 

(809) 494-3853. 

(809) 494-5577 (fax) 

King Charters 

(809) 494-5820 


THE DIVING 

Except for rare major storms, diving is 
always good in the British Virgin Islands. 
The sites are protected from the wind by 
the islands, so big waves are not a prob- 
lem. Protection from human damage is 
provided by the National Parks Trust and 
the voluntary responsibility of the dive 
operators. Visibility is consistently in the 
60 to 100 foot range, with 120 feet a fair- 
ly common occurrence. Strong currents 
are rare. Most of the dive sites are rela- 
tively shallow, usually ranging from 10 to 
70 feet, with most of the action between 
15 and 50 feet. 

Divers on charter boats can take ad- 
vantage of a unique BVI service—ren- 
dezvous diving. Arrangements can be 
made by radio for a rendezvous with a 
dive boat, which picks divers up and takes 
them to the site, returning them to their 
boat afterward. 











BLUE WATER DIVERS 
Arelaxed yet professional 
approach to diving makes us 
the preferred choice among 
residents and a return favorite 
for visitors. Located at Nanny 
Cay Marina 

(809) 494-2847 

FAX (809) 494-0198 


KILBRIDES 
UNDERWATER 
TOURS 


At Bitter End-- 

Yacht Club charm 
catering to divers and 
non-divers alike. 

(800) 932-4286 

(809) 495-9638 _ 
FAX (809) 495-7549 
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NANNY CAY 


RESORT & MARINA 
Headquarters for Blue 
Water Divers. Pool, 
tennis, sailing and 
powerboat charters. 
Restaurants. Studios 
with A/C, balcony 


(800) 74-CHARMS 
(809) 494-2512 


FAX Res. (809) 494-0555 


UNDERWATER SAFARIS 
Dive the Best of the BVI 
including the Wreck of the 
Rhone. Rendezvous Tours® 
with personalized guided 
groups. Hotels/Dive packages. 
-7032 











The British 
Virgin Islands 


Dive operators have facilities on 
Tortola and Virgin Gorda, as well as 
Marina Cay, Cooper and Peter Island. 
Several operators have branches on 
more than one island. 

The following are popular dive sites: 

Launched in 1865, the Royal Mail 
Steamer Rhone was one of the first Suc- 
cessful propeller driven ships. Only two 
years later, she was tragically sunk near 
Salt Island during a hurricane. The bow 
section now lies remarkably intact on the 
sand in 75 feet of water. Nearby, in shal- 
lower water, the stern is scattered over a 
larger area. The Rhone is considered one 
of the top wreck dives in the world. 

The triple canyons of Painted Walls 
are covered with a profusion of red, yel- 
low, brown and green corals and 
sponges. This is a relatively shallow dive, 
with the most interesting sections be- 
tween 10 and 40 feet. 

Four rock pinnacles project above the 
surface at the Indians, giving it a distinct 
profile both above water and below. The 
pinnacle walls are covered with hard and 
soft corals, including some willowy and 
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Clare, Alan & Lisa 


A 5-Star Dive Center 
with a Personal Touch 





S00-233-7938 


(809) 494-5854 Tel. (809) 494-5853 Fax Saas 


Find us on the World Wide Web at: http://www.us mall.com:/baskin/ 





very elaborate gorgonians. 

From the deep end of the coral ridges 
in 70 feet to the shallow forereef in 10 
feet, Alice’s Wonderland is an out- 
standing example of the reef building ca- 
pability of hard corals. Massive colonies 
of Star Coral and Giant Star Coral have 
built these ridges over hundreds of years. 
Smooth Brain Coral and Convoluted 
Brain Coral compete for space with the 
Star Corals; soft corals such as seafans 
and Porous Sea Rods wave gently from 
the ridges like flags on a castle wall. 

There are actually two wrecks at the 
site of the Marie L., in addition to an ex- 
tensive reef. The tugboat Marie L. and an 
inter-island freighter rest on the sand at 
about 75 feet, surrounded by Garden 
Eels and Southern Stingrays. Blue 
Chromis Reef is immediately adjacent, 


where a coral covered wall rises to 50 








For Spoiled Divers...and Unspoiled Diving. 


Tortola, 
British Virgin Islands 


DIVE 


* Dramatic U/W pinnacles and canyons 
- Blue waters and sun-bathed reefs 
- The famed wreck of the Rhone 


ENJOY 


: Truly outstanding topside scenery 
* Beaching, sailing and pure relaxation 
* Easy access to dozens of nearby islands 


An exceptional combination IREER 








of distinctive diving and 
superb tropical attractions. 





ation 
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feet before leveling out in 
a series of coral ridges 
and sand channels. 

Lush soft corals visu- 
ally dominate the scene 
at Vanishing Rock. 
This small pinnacle can 
offer some really large 
Barrel Sponges and im- 
pressive Pillar Corals. 

Joe’s Cave and the 
Chimney, near Great 
Dog Island, both feature underwater 
arches that attract masses of small fish 
such as Copper Sweepers and Silver- 
sides. These, in turn, attract predators 
such as Tarpon and Crevalle Jacks. 

The coral is the thing at Coral Garden. 
There are huge Star Coral heads, globes 
of Grooved Brain Coral and patches of 
pinkish gray Finger Coral. There are also 
Elkhorn and Staghorn Corals and a guide- 
book would be needed to identify all the 
soft corals. Rhone Reef, Diamond Reef 
and Sandy Reef are also known for re- 
splendent corals and a profusion of fishes. 

The wreck of the Chikuzen is one of 
the few weather dependent sites in the 
British Virgin Islands but this can be an 
excellent dive. This 250 foot refrigerator 
ship is eight miles north of Great Cam- 
anoe Island, an exposed position that at- 
tracts an assortment of both pelagic and 
reef fish. Most of the ship is intact and 
three cargo holds can be entered 
through open hatches. 


TRAVEL INFORMATION 

A passport is recommended for travel 
to the BVI but U.S. citizens need only a 
certified birth certificate and photo ID. 
The official currency is the U.S. dollar and 
the 110 volt electrical current is also con- 
veniently familiar. 

The most popular route to the British 
Virgin Islands is through San Juan, 
Puerto Rico, with one of the major carri- 
ers, then on to Beef Island by commuter 
plane. For instance, American Airlines of- 
fers non-stop service from many cities on 
the east coast to San Juan, while Amer- 
ican Eagle provides the final connection. 
Another route to the BVI is through St. 
Thomas, in the U.S. Virgin Islands. A 
short ferry ride connects from there to 
Tortola or Virgin Gorda. 

The average air temperature in the 
winter is about 75°F. In the summer, it’s 
about 85°F. The standard of dress alter- 
nates between a bathing suit and a T- 
shirt and shorts. In the more formal es- 
tablishments something a bit more 
dressy may be appropriate. 

For an information packet with spe- 
cifics on activities, dining and accom- 
modations, contact the BVI Tourist 
Board at (800) 835-8530 or fax (212) 
949-8254, =e 








BONAIRE 
FISHWATCHING COURSE 


Sand Dollar Dive and Photo in Bonaire 
is proud to announce the addition of a 
new program to its already extensive of- 
fering of services. For every recreational 
diver who wants to discover the reward- 
ing activity of fisnwatching, Sand Dollar 
has expanded its weekly guided fish- 
watching trips into Introduction to 
Fishwatching, a course taught by experi- 
enced naturalist Jerry Ligon. In addition 
to identifying the 50 most commonly 
seen reef fish, divers will learn how to use 
reference tools in identifying a mystery 
fish, understand the diver’s role in pro- 
tecting the reef ecosystem, how to keep 
an accurate list of fish seen during a dive 
career and, most importantly, increase 
the enjoyment of each dive. 

The course involves four to five 
hours of classroom time with slide pre- 
sentation and three water sessions. 
For more information, contact Sand 
Dollar Reservations at (800) 288-4773 
or on the island (011) 599-7-5252; fax 
(011) 599-7-8760. = 
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Free : One night accommodations (pay for 6, stay 7) 


Applies to Monday thru Thursday arrivals only! 
Experience the world class dive sites of 









FLAMINGO BEACH RESORT 
& CASINO 


invites you to celebrate 


PETER HUGHES 
DIVE BONAIRE’s 
20th Anniversary Special! 


4 NIGHTS 


From as 
low as 


VALUE ADDED FEATURES 
© Unlimited boat dives (as scheduled) 
e Unlimited airfills (for shore diving) 
¢ $20.00 per person, per stay, beverage credit 
¢ $20.00 per room match play at Flamingo Casino 


Ptertfighes Diting 


Price quoted is for a four (4) night stay. per person based on double occupancy and is 
valid from April 8, 1996 thru December 20, 1996. Price includes air-conditioned 
accommodations in a Standard room, roundtrip airport/hotel transfers, complimentary 
buoyancy control clinic, the above mentioned VALUE ADDED FEATURES, all taxes 


and service charges on package features. Local phone : (919) 419-3484. 
©SD/AD 1996 
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FREE: 
I Night and 
I Day of Diving 
7 NIGHTS 


From as 
low as 


Uier-tughes Diving 


PAY LESS AND 
DIVE WITH THE BEST! 





per 
person, 
dbl. occ. 





Free : One day diving (pay for 5, dive 6) 


Cayman Brac and Little Cayman. 


(800) 367-3484 





Price quoted is per person, double occupancy, based on 7 nights stay. 
Free offer does not include meals or beverages. Offer valid thru 
December 10, 1996. One person, per room, must be certified diver. 

This offer is not available to groups. Offer is subject to availability and 
may change without notice. Other restrictions may apply. 
©SD/AD 1996 Local phone : (919) 419-3484. 


Don't be stubborn 
about new ideas. 
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Above: Nikonos Shootout participants attend fun, infor- 
mative lectures each night to get tips on how to win. 
Below: A contestant chooses his best shot for entry. 





he hottest diving weekend in South 

Florida this year will take place 
September 12 through 15 as Key Largo 
hosts its second annual Nikonos 
Shootout. The Nikonos Shootout, the 
largest underwater photography event in 
the world, has been a mainstay of 
Caribbean islands for the past 11 years. 
Last year, sponsors of the event decided 
to test south Florida waters during a 
three day weekend event (the island con- 
tests are an entire week long) and see 
just what kind of reaction they’d get. 

Rave reviews followed, as more than 
250 participants (accompanied by nearly 
the same number of family and friends) 
joined Key Largo dive operators, hotels, 
Nikon, SKIN DIVER and others for three 
days of casual lectures, contests, par- 
ties, an underwater cleanup and just 
plain fun! While some of the visitors were 
veterans of Caribbean Shootouts, the 
overwhelming majority of folks were first 
time participants and enjoyed the show 
immensely. And, what a show it is! 

First of all, The Key Largo Nikonos 
Shootout is a lot more than a photo con- 
test with prizes worth tens of thousands 
of dollars (free trios, Nikon photo gear, 
Henderson divewear, Quicksilver inflat- 
able with 15hp Mercury outboard, Sea 
Quest dive gear and a chance to win the 
ultimate live-aboard vacation for two on 
a Peter Hughes boat). It’s also an edu- 
cational event with friendly competition 
and fun. And the weekend, starting with 
the Thursday night welcoming party, is 
just about equal parts of all three. Here’s 
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how it works. 

First of all, a Shootout is open to all lev- 
els of U/W photographers, from rank 
novice through experienced (photo pros 
are not allowed). Many folks think only 
super shooters enter the contest but 11 
years and more than 35 different con- 
tests tell us exactly the opposite. We’ve 
had category winners as young as 12 
and other winners who had gotten a 
brand new Nikonos just before the con- 
test! As far as the contest goes, skill will 
only take you about 50 percent of the 
way; luck will play just as important a 
role! So, don’t stay home that weekend 
because you think you’re not experi- 
enced enough to try! There will be plenty 
of prize winners come Sunday with just 
as little experience. 

On Thursday night, we’ll welcome ev- 
eryone to Key Largo with an hour long 
show that explains how the Shootout 
works and includes tips from profession- 
al U/W photographers (Stephen Frink 
and Frank Fennell) on how to win the 
contest. After the lecture, there’s a party, 
the first of three you can attend that 
weekend. You will find your fellow com- 
petitors friendly and eager to swap tips 
and stories on diving, travel and photog- 
raphy. Prior contestants know that luck 
plays as much of a role as skill, so why 
not kick back and have a good time while 
you re waiting for that unusual shot to 
come your way? 

The next morning, you go to Film 
Pickup, either at your dive operator or at 
Stephen Frink’s Photo Center. You’ll be 





e | The Key Largo 





Key Largo dive operators (below and right) aay 
will have special boat scheduléstoac- 9 
commodate all the participants. _.-s-07-"™ 






ONOS 


Improve 

Your U/W 
Photography 
Skills and Win 
Prizes at the 
Same Time! 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY BILL GLEASON 








given a free roll of film (86 exposures) 
courtesy of Kodak, one of the sponsors 
of the event. You make your own dive 
plans and have all day to expose the film. 
Friday’s category is Open, which means 
you may use any part of the Nikonos sys- 
tem (or a housed camera, for competi- 
tion in a different category) and any type 
of accessory/strobe. All the details are 
covered in the briefings. After your dives, 
you return the film and the organizers 
process it for you. That evening you get 
to attend another fun lecture on Macro/ 
Closeup Photography, followed by (you 
guessed it) another party! In addition to 
the briefings and lectures, you can also 
ask any of the photo pros (there are usu- 
ally six or seven in attendance) for advice 
any time you choose. These informal op- 








A Quicksilver inflatable and 15.hp 
Mercury outboard will be the door- 
prize at the Awards Ceremony. 


portunities to ask questions are some of 
the most favorably commented on parts 
of the Nikonos Shootout. 

On Saturday, you get another free roll 
of film and, again, all day to shoot it in 
the Macro/Closeup contest. When you 
return the film, you will be introduced to 
Film Selection, where lightboxes, loupes 
(magnifying glasses for viewing film) and 
your film from the day before await you. 
You get to go through all 36 of your 
shots and pick your best one to enter in- 
to the contest. Once again, the photo 
oros are all on hand to answer questions 
about your film, techniques or just about 
anything! 

After Film Selection, you can also par- 
ticipate in an underwater cleanup, an- 
other fun event that helps the environ- 





ment as well. It doesn’t take long, about 
two hours, but we guarantee you'll have 
fun and discover trash in all kinds of 
places it shouldn’t be. Everyone travel- 
ing with you can pitch in as well. While 
we're on that subject, there is also a 
much more casual contest (not that the 
Shootout is all that serious!) for snorkel- 
ers or divers who don’t feel up to the 
“serious” events. The Fish Photo 
Scavenger Hunt is open to all, with some 
pretty good prizes. The object is to iden- 
tify and photograph as many different 
species of marine life as possible. You 
can use any type of camera (even 
snorkeling cameras) to get the image. 
Just register with the Shootout (we'll 
give you a T-shirt and guidelines for the 
Shootout Lite contest) and off you go. 





photo/courtesy Quicksilver 


Shootout participants, friends and family 
can do their part to help the environment 
by attending an underwater cleanup; a 
fun, two hour event on Saturday. 





So, if you’re one of those single photog- 
rapher buddy teams or families, rest as- 
sured there are activities for the photo- 
graphically challenged as well! 

On Sunday morning, you get to relax 
and select your shot for Macro/Closeup. 
In the early afternoon you can attend the 
Awards Ceremony and find out just how 
many prizes you’ve won. More than 40 
different prizes are handed out and the 
doorprize drawing (for a Quicksilver in- 
flatable and 15 hp Mercury outboard) is 
always one of the hits of the Shootout. 
Last year, we asked the youngest con- 
testant to select a name and the entire 
audience was delighted (the judges 
were shocked, as was she) when she 
picked her own name. 

The Key Largo Nikonos Shootout is 
sponsored by Nikon, SKIN DIVER Mag- 
azine, Sea Quest, Mercury Marine, 
Henderson, Rolex, Peter Hughes Diving, 
Kodak and the hotels and operators of 
the Florida Keys. Reservations to partici- 
pate in the Shootout should be made 
orior to your arrival by contacting Water- 
House Photo Tours at (800) 272-9122, 
(B05) 451-2228 or fax (305) 451-5147. 

Come join us in Key Largo. We'll have 
a full assortment of educational, com- 
petitive and fun activities to choose from 
and you can select any or all of them as 
you enjoy one of the most unique gath- 
erings of divers anywhere! On the follow- 
ing pages you'll find a complete listing of 
participating operators, as well as pack- 
ages, options for accommodations and 
more. == 
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Take a SHOT at over $100,000 in Prizes! 


CAPTAIN SLATE’S 
ATLANEIS Dive CENTER ATLANTIS 


DIVE CENTER INC. 


51 Garden Cove Dr., MM 106.5, Key Largo, FL 33037 


Ask for “Slate’s Shootout Special” 


HOWARD 
JOHNSON 
a 


Beautiful bayside resort 

complete with pool, 

& 4 » eet ‘| sandy beach, Tiki bar 

Dive with world famous Capt. Slate’s, home of exciting | , oe 22% ey ‘J and the best sunset in 

“critter feedings,” other marine life “close encounters” and the ee ‘ : the Key Largo area... 

Keys’ largest, most professional dive center. A Stephen Frink |. | ie a 4 serving divers for years 
Photo Center is on premises to serve Shootout participants also! ah 4 Sm inKeyLargo! 


Special 3 Day/4 Night Shootout Packages — 
00 includes... 
$2 & vy Diving & Hotel, a 
3 from. . . pp/dbl. oce Free Seminars & Parties! 


Dive ‘:- Genter ot 
Shootout Activities 


A fter your dives, enjoy waterfront rooms & suites, pool, 
tennis, fitness center or hang out at Coconuts. In the morning, 
enjoy a FREE continental breakfast! 


Centrally located next door to Marina Del Mar & Coconuts, 
you're only a short ride to prime Shootout dive sites aboard our 
fast, comfortable dive boats. Afterward, relax with a drink at 
Sharky’s and view your “winning” photographs! 


522 Caribbean Dr., Key Largo, FL 33037 


7-800-451-17117173 


(305) 451-1113 











Shoot for the Best... 


Vike 


: @ 
ye Best Brands » Best Prices yx 
GUARANTEED Nikon 


Authorized Dealer 
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CALL 1-800-FLA-DIVE 
103400 Overseas Hwy (800-3 52-3483) (305) 453-9588 


Key Largo, FL33037 Located at the Pink PlazaMM 103.5 FAX (305) 453-0635 
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DIVE KEY LARGO! 








Key Largo’s Most Luxurious Dive Catamaran 
Scuba and Snorkel Trips to Pennekamp & Marine Sanctuary. 
Only BSAC School in Key Largo & PADI Intl. Resort Member. 


@ Sunset and U/W Weddings 


ee a z 












@ Deluxe Rooms & Villas Overlooking Florida Bay 
ae @ Scuba, Snorkel & Honeymoon Packages @ Dolphin Swim Programs 
@ All Levels of Instruction inc. Open Water Referrals @p Duane Wreck Dives 


(800) 4-A-MORAY 
(305) 451-3595 
KEY LARGO FL 33037 mm104 








104250 O.S. HWY. 
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september 12-15 


omnos Shootout 


Stay and Play from... 


Walk out of your room at the beautiful Holiday 
Inn Key Largo Resort and Marina and step onto 


the fully equipped'Sea™ 
Dweiler Ili —your — 
perfect “ride”to 


prime 


ra 
Holiday Srn: 
Key Largo 


Resort & Marina 


Home of 
the African 
Queen and 
Holiday 


Casino Cruises 


© Uncrowded 
e Unique 


(300)-966-DIVE 


POB 2363 + Key Largo * Florida « 33037 ¢ (305) 451-3252 


Shootout 
dive sites! 


r _— 





IRGLUGES... 
Diving & Hotel, 
Free Seminars 
& Parties! 









Photos: Shirley Vanderbilt - 





. Enjoy two pools 
with waterfall, Bogey’s Cafe and 
rooms overlooking the marina! 


CALL 1-800-451-3640 


99850 Overseas Hwy. ® Key Largo, FL 33037 
(305) 451-3640 FAX (305)451-1935 
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Silent World caters to all 
levels of divers, running 
small personalized 
charters — perfect for 
your Shootout activities! 
And when you're 
shooting for $100,000 
in prizes — you need 
whatever edge you can 
get! Come dive with us. 
clita i isais 


























opside, it’s the quintessential palm 

tree studded South Pacific par- 
adise; underwater, it’s a divers’ wonder- 
land. It wasn’t always so. Fifty-two years 
ago, Truk Lagoon was the site of a Jap- 
anese naval base. American airstrikes 
were organized in 1944 to decimate it. 
When the last bomb had been dropped, 
the final torpedo launched, 63 ships and 
416 aircraft had been destroyed. Today, 
the warships lie in silence beneath warm 


blue waters, transformed into colorful ° 


living coral reefs supporting an incredi- 
ble array of marine life. 
While Truk appeals, of course, to 


rukKAggressor II 


Diving the Wondrous 
Wrecks and Reefs of 
Truk Lagoon 


BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY WAYNE HASSON 


those interested in 
wrecks, that’s not 

the only reason to 

dive there; the lagoon is 
an U/W photographer's 
dream come true, with wonderful wide 
angle and macro opportunities. It is also 
a fishwatchers’ heaven. 

If you hadn't already guessed, this is 
tropical diving. The air temperature aver- 
ages about 87°F year-round; the water 
temperature, about 84. 

Truk Lagoon is 2,500 miles southwest 
of Hawaii and 650 miles southeast of 
Gaum. Also Known as Chuuk, it is home 
to Truk Aggressor II, a 110 foot long live- 
aboard with a 22 foot beam. She carries 
14 passengers to weekly adventures in 
Truk Lagoon, diving both wrecks and 
reefs. Of special note is that diving Is 
done right from the Aggressor, not from 
dinghies. 

One of the area’s best known wrecks 
is the Fujikawa Maru. Four hundred 
thirty-seven feet long, this freighter sits 
upright in 120 feet of water. Her cargo 
included Zero airplane fuselages, wings, 
propeller blades, aircraft machine guns, 
bullets and saki bottles. The wreck is 
thickly covered with soft corals and 
sponges in a rainbow of hues. Schools 
of fish patrol her decks. 

Truk’s second largest wreck, a 500 
foot long freighter, the Shinkoku Maru, 
sits upright on the bottom in 120 feet of 
water. Her marine life is considered 
among the best in the lagoon. She is 
noted for clownfish filled anemones as 
well as colorful soft corals, schools of 
jacks and, on occasion, sharks. 

The huge, 461 feet long Rio de 
Janeiro Maru lies on her starboard side 
in 115 feet of water. Her enormous four 
bladed twin screws are covered with 
soft corals. She hosts lionfish and, occa- 
sionally, Gray Reef Sharks. 

lf weather permits, Truk Aggressor II 





94 SKIN DIVER JUNE 1996 





guests may also spend a day at North- 
east Pass. [his areais known for its 
abundant fish life and visibility in the 100 to 
200 foot range. Sharks, schooling jacks 
and mantas have been sighted here. 


THE SHIP 
Truk Aggressor Ii guests are accom- 
modated in seven air-conditioned state- 
rooms below decks. Each room is com- 
plete with vanity, private bath, upper sin- 

gle and lower double bunk. 
The Aggressor’s main deck contains 
two comfortable air-conditioned multi- 


A110 foot long luxury di dij 





In 1944, massive American airstrikes 
sank 63 ships and 416 aircraft in Truk 
Lagoon. These former weapons of war 
have been transformed into artificial 
reefs loaded with incredible marine life. 


function rooms; the dining salon and the 
entertainment salon. In the well appointed 
entertainment salon, a large TV with VCR 
allows guests to watch their own under- 
water videos; light tables allow the view- 
ing of guests’ slides (the Aggressor photo 
pro offers daily E-6 film processing). 

The main deck is also the dive deck. A 


ad 





Truk Lagoon 










Shinkoku 


Northwest Pass 


Betty Bomber 








Micronesia's 
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- Hawaii 





Paciic Ocean 





Northeast Pass 


Nippo 


Gosei 


Rio de Janeiro 


} Shown here are some of the Truk Aggressor II's favorite 
wreck sites. Weather permitting, dives are also made at 
Northeast Pass, where big fish are unusually abundant. 





AGGRESSOR FLEET VESSELS 

twin laddered dive plat- Cruise 
form runs the width of Vessel — Jie Length #Divers Length Price” 
the boat and contains a Bay Islands Aggressor li | 110’ 17 6 $1,195 
freshwater shower for Honduras days 
quick apres dive rinses. Belize Aggressor li/Ill 110’ 17 6 $1,295/ 
There’s also a freshwater Belize days | $1,495 
rinse tank for camera Cayman Aggressor Ill 110’ 17 6 $1,495 
equipment andregula-  —_ Sayman Islands days 
tors. A carpeted two lev- Galapagos Aggressors Il | 80 14 6to10 | $2,195 
eltable was designed = "uador am) 
with U/W photographers Kona Aggressor II 80’ 10 6 $1,695 
' Hawali days 
JAR vel Pore uerk elq Okeanos Aggressor 120’ 20 10 $2,695 
ee plato for seric- I cea ame | 

Palau Aggressor II 110’ 16 6 $1,995 
Along the sides ofthe para, days 
deck there are racks fOr Truk aggressor i 10 «| (14 6 | $1,895 
hanging dive suits. Tanks Truk Lagoon days 
are secured behind the Turks & caicos Aggressor | 100 16 6 $1,295 : 
bench seats, mask, finS Turks & Caicos days 


and other personal gear 
is stored in individual 
lockers beneath the 
seats. This deck also 
contains a head. 

The upper deck is partially shaded. It 
has chaise lounges for relaxing in sun or 
shade, a hottub and the bar. 


THE SERVICES 

All Aggressors cater to photographers 
and, with 11 vessels and 12 years of ex- 
perience, their photo services (indeed, ai/ 
of their services!) are well tuned. There is 
always 110 volt electricity for charging 
strobes. Besides processing film, the 
photo pro can lend a helping hand with 
equipment, make minor repairs, rent you 
an entire Nikonos system or various 


when you book! 


*Special cruises, such as those with Jean-Michel Cousteau, Stan Waterman or — 
Jim Church, cost more but there are also cruises offered at discount rates—ask — 


§ 
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components and accessories and even 
teach you how to take underwater pic- 
tures (complete the course and you'll get 
a specialty certification). 

Of special note are the Jim Church/ 
Stan Waterman photo courses. There’s 
one more this year; three next year. | 
can't imagine a more knowledgeable 
duo; between Jim and Stan anything and 
everything you could ever hope to know 
about photography, videography and 
cinematography is covered. (And, | guar- 
antee you'll enjoy any class taught by 
these men!) 


AGGRESSOR FLEET/ 
JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU 
L°AVENTURE 1996 SCHEDULE 


Sail with Jean-Michel Cousteau 
Bay Islands Aggressor I! August 24 to 31 


Jean-Michel Cousteau Team/ 
Nikonos Adventures 


Cayman Aggressor III June 22 to 29 
Belize Aggressor Ill July 13 to 20 
Truk Aggressor II October 6 to 13 
Palau Aggressor II October 13 to 20 
Kona Aggressor Il November 2 to 9 


Project Ocean Search 


Galapagos Aggressors | & Il 
December 12 to 22 


Jean-Michel Cousteau 
Film Expeditions 


Okeanos Aggressor August 1 to 11 





1997 STAN WATERMAN 
PHOTO COURSES 


Bay Islands Aggressor Ill 
January 18 to 25 


Kona Aggressor Il 
May 31 to June 7 


Okeanos Aggressor 
June 19 to 29 


Cayman Aggressor Ill 
July 19 to 26 





JIM CHURCH/ 
STAN WATERMAN 
PHOTO COURSES 


Palau Aggressor Il 
July 21 to 28, 1996 
April 20 to 27, 1997 
April 27 to May 4, 1997 
October 5 to 12, 1997 


Truk Aggressor Il 

July 14to 21, 1996 
April 13 to 20, 1997 
May 4 to 11, 1997 
October 12 to 19, 1997 


Okeanos Aggressor 
September 26 to October 6, 1996 





JIM CHURCH PHOTO COURSE 


Cayman Aggressor Ill 
August 10 to 17, 1996 
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The Truk Aggressor I/ also hosts a 
Jean-Michel Cousteau Team/Nikonos 
Adventure in October. Jean-Michel will 
not be aboard this week but his film crew 
will. Here is a unique chance, not only to 
see them in action but to participate in 
their film project. 

Aggressor vessels are ideal places to 
combine a vacation with a specialty 
course. You improve your scuba skills 
while enjoying world-class diving. (Why 
not earn a wreck diving specialty during a 
Truk Aggressor Il vacation? There’s no 
better place in the world to wreck dive !) 
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TRUK AGGRESSOR II 


When you combine two hobbies— 
photography and diving—you end up 
with a lot of luggage (it’s not lightweight, 
either). You can cut down on the amount 
of equipment you have to bring from 
home simply by renting dive gear from 
the Truk Aggressor I!. Let the Aggressor 
Fleet know what you'll need in advance 
and travel much lighter. The rental fee is 
very reasonable, the gear is top quality 
and well maintained. 

The Aggressor Fleet motto is, “Eat, 
Sleep, Dive.” Like an army, divers travel 
on their stomachs. All that underwater 
activity makes us hungry. Even if you 
make every dive every day, however, it’s 
highly unlikely you'll lose weight on any 
Aggressor. Besides three well prepared, 
= delicious meals each day, snacks (such 
DIMAIN(S 7A BAVA EAN BGI RES PANNE DB) as freshly baked brownies) are served 

2 y between dives. (My mouth waters at the 
A unique and attractive private island resort combining natural beauty with memory!) 


casual elegance, modern comforts, fine food and excellent service. 
Beachside or hillside rooms air-conditioned with phone, cable TV, refrigerator and GETTING THERE 
private patio. [ Dedicated dive operation, full service marina, all watersports, For an unspoiled paradise, Truk is sur- 
tennis and basketball courts. prisingly easy to reach from the (ile 
Fantasy Island Beach Resort Dive & Marina West Coast. Continental Micronesia flies 
Roatan - Bay Islands - Honduras from San Francisco or Los Angeles to 


Honolulu, then onto Guam. After a plane 


(800) 676-2826 (813) 835-4449 011 (504) 45-1222 change, divers fly onto Truk, just an hour 





— circle #19 on Reader Service Card ———.___—— _ | and ahalf farther. United States citizens 
a as eI a ee en ve rae need only proof of citizenship and a re- 
_ Is There A “Missing Link” In Your | iumpianeticket to enter Micronesia. 


If you haven’t been there, you’ve been 





: Instructor (or Diver) Development? _ | missing out on some wonderful diving— 

Py/a\| D ai | | isn'tit time you visited Truk Lagoon’? For 

: v [PAN DI Jmsiructor training. | more information about a Truk Aggressor 

|v Odyssey Rebreather classes. ws =~ |_| Itrip, contact the Aggressor Fleet, P.O. 

Nitrox. Deep Air & Much More. 5a IAW | | Drawer K, Morgan City, LA 70381; (800) 

iv cre Sea ctonig® "I a4 9698) (504) 285-2628 or iax (504) 
nternet: nttp://www.ilorida.net/scuba/diveusa | | 384-0817. = 





[>> For Information, call 
: 800.Dive.US1 


[> Email <diveusa @ gate.net> 


SAVUSAVU CORRECTION 


The names and phone numbers of re- 
sorts in the Savusavu, Fiji area were inad- 


“7, " 
Odyssey 






Cousteau Fiji Islands Resort. 
(800) 246-3454 (U.S.) 

(011) 679-850-188 (Fiji) 

Eco Divers 

(800) 854-3454 (U.S.) 

(011) 679-850-122 (Fiji) 
Namale Resort 

(800) 727-FlJl (U.S.) 
(011) 679-850-435 (Fiji) 









© Dive USA, Inc. 


\ | ' | vertently omitted from the May 1996 arti- 
Complete Your “Evolution” at Dive USA _ | cle of the same name, written by Jack 


: Back in the 1960’s, diver education was just beginning. Diving has evolved since then; | | and Sue Drafahl. Those interested in vis- 
| has your training? With the onset of the technical revolution, today’s instructors and} | iting this area may contact the following. 
| divers need modern tools to lead. Dive USA provides these tools in a comprehensive | | for information and or reservations. 


| curriculum taught by experienced professionals who will guide you to the next level. We regret the error and apologize for 
® 1201 N. Ocean Drive, Singer Island, FL. 33404 @ 407.844.5100 @ FAX 407.848.0627. |. @y Inconvenience this omission may 


____........ State of Florida Licensed Post-Secondary School 1671 ne Reg See 
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BELIZE’S 
MANTA RESORT 
(Continued from Page 45) 


tions. To begin, there are noticeable dif- 
ferences in the environments of the 
three quadrants normally visited—pin- 
nacles and huge spurs separated by 
wide sand channels to the west, sizable 
walls and mid-reefs to the south, mon- 
strous reefs and canyons on the east. 
The average visibility is between 100 
and 200 feet; it is always 80 féet or bet- 
ter, even during periods of heavy winds. 

Water temperatures vary from a win- 
ter low of 74°F to asummer high of 
85°F. Currents are generally mild to 
nonexistent. A map on the restaurant 
wall previews 27 named dive sites. 
However, this area is simply too isolat- 
ed and unused to have moorings. To 
avoid anchor damage, boat diving is 
done as adrift or live boating. Divers 
enter the water as a group and are 
picked up as they surface in buddy 
teams. 

Examples of the wild and woolly un- 
derwater environment available to 
Manta Resort are experienced on near- 
ly every dive. Extremely large Barracuda 
are frequently encountered on the outer 





TACA has modern 767 and 737 aircraft 
and flies nonstop to Belize daily from the 
U.S. gateways of Miami, New Orleans and 
Houston, with immediate connections 
from Los Angeles and San Francisco. 


wall and huge Nurse Sharks and big 
southern Stingrays are often found on 
the mid-depth and shallow reefs. There 
is no routine; most every dive here Is a 
genuinely unique experience. Dive sites 
are restricted to boats only because of 
the wave action over the crest of the 
fringing reef; often we were only one- 
quarter to one-half mile offshore. Geno, 
our divemaster, Knew every site just by 
reading Its bottom contours. 

A typical Glover’s Reef wall dive can 
be seen at Grouper’s Gulch, a few 
minutes around the corner from 
Manta’s dock. Here, the drop-off be- 
gins in only 25 feet of water. At the 
edge, huge boulder sized coral heads, 
covered with gorgonians, descend al- 
most vertically to a shelf more than 100 
feet below. As the name suggests, this 
is a fish haven frequented by scores of 
Nassau and Yellowfin Groupers. In the 
winter months, during spawning sea- 


: NESsau e BAHAMAS 
it's all here! 


Discover Our Diversity 


DIVE PACKAGES 
4days/ lt 


a xs 19° 
pp/dbi 


World's first Rebreather 
training center Featuring the new Drager Atlantis | Rebreather 
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OF ALL THE DIVE OPERATIONS IN TOWN, 
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The new, luxurious Westin Casuarina Hotel recently 
chose Red Sail Sports to provide quests with full-service water- 
sports and diving. Year after year, divers return to the clear, 
warm waters of Grand Cayman and Red Sail Sports. Along 
with spectacular diving, they enjoy being pampered by our 
professional staff, custom-built dive boats featuring the latest 
equipment, fresh water showers and chilled fruit and juice. 


In 1996, Red Sail Sports provides divers all this and more. 
Now dives depart daily from two locations on Seven Mile 
Beach and from our new center at Rum Point offering con- 
venient access to the spectacular North Wall and Stingray City. 


A variety of hotel and diving packages from budget to first- 
class accommodations are available starting at $288 for a 4 
day/3 night stay. It’s easy to see why Red Sail Sports is the 
choice of discriminating divers. For reservations and informa: 
tion call 800-255-6425. 


Hotel rate example is for the Seaview Hotel in Grand Cayman, per person based on dou- 
ble occupancy, 5/1— 10/15/96. 


AmericanAirlines’ 


Something special in the air” 
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circle #55 on Reader Service Card 


Eastern Academy 


of Scuba Education 
BECOME A. ya Co, =f 
*« PADI roses | x ty 


Mon. 


International Job Placement * Tuition Assistance Available 


Small & Personal NO Rush - 8 Day IDC 


416 Miracle Mile 


Vero Beach, Florida 32960 
Si aavel| Meel=1-) ol-l-ely-1Ga"(-1ceMeolel an) 
Web page: http: //www.vero.com/deepéease 


98 SKIN DIVER MAY 1996 





FAX 407-562-3028 


circle #113 on Reader Service Card 





HAWAT! 


For INTL call 407-562-8338 


800-732-9685 


BELIZE’S 
MANTA RESORT 


son, groupers can be found in the 
dozens. 

Close by is a similar wall site known as 
Gorgonia’s Gallery, lined with tall sea- 
whips and seafans. Not far away is 
Masada and Nooks ’n Crannies, pin- 
nacle reefs usually harboring Nurse 
Sharks. Barrel Head, with giant Barrel 
Sponges, and Wall Street, with a dra- 
matic vertical wall, are also close to the 
resort. 

An example of a pristine shallow reef 
can be found at Elkhorn Crossing. 
Here is a beautiful coral garden domi- 
nated by huge lobular coral formations 
covered with giant stands of golden 
Elkhorn Coral. The depths vary from 40 
to 50 feet at the sand bottom to 10 feet 
or less at the sunlit Elkhorn patches. 

My favorite dive site is about a 15 to 
20 minute boat ride to the east. At the 
southeast corner of the atoll, on the 
oceanside of Long Caye, is a one-quar- 
ter mile stretch of drop-off known as 
Hole in the Wall. This is actually a se- 
ries of side by side pinnacles, each more 
magnificent than the one before. 
Entering at the east end and moving 
westward, you encounter a continuous 
series of pinnacles and canyons until it 
eventually levels out to a mid-reef and 
sandy shelf. The overall impression is 
one of diving along a submerged moun- 
tain range, revealed in crystal visibility. 
Giant corals meander to the drop-off 
and then fall in a cascade that looks like 
an underwater avalanche. Here we 
found huge Barracuda and schools of 
jacks and Spadefish. Eagle Rays and 
even sharks are occasionally sighted. 

Our last dive was on an unnamed site 
at the southwest edge of the atoll. In the 
late afternoon sun we spotted giant 
black wings splashing on the surface. 
With a wide smile, Geno announced, 
“Mantas” and we jumped in for a unique 
adventure. For the next 20 minutes our 
group of snorkelers cavorted with six 
Giant Manta Rays. Three in particular 
stuck around for the entire session, re- 
warding divers with barrel rolls and al- 
lowing gentle touches. What could be 
more fitting than a Manta Ray encounter 
at Manta Resort? 

The standard Manta Resort package 
is a Saturday to Saturday stay that in- 
cludes pickup at Belize International 
Airport and transfer to and from the 
docks, the boat ride to and from the re- 
sort, meals, lodging and diving. TACA 
flies modern 737 and 767 Boeing jets to 
Belize daily from several U.S. gateways. 

For information and reservations, 
contact Manta Resort at (800) 326- 
1724 or fax (011) 501-23-2764, = 
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| can't remember when I've felt So adventurovs... 


Cayman Brac is everything you imagine when you Bee 
dream of the perfect vacation...Crystal clear seas, 
tropical breezes, white sand beaches, friendly islanders 


and, of course, world famous diving and 
adventure. In fact, Cayman Brac is proba- 
bly more than you imagined. 

This tiny 12-mile island begins with low- 


evuthing-s So beautiful & unspoiled! 
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lying land to the west 
and culminatesina 
140-foot towering 
limestone bluff to the 
east. A walk along the 
southern coast re- 
veals a dramatic and 
picturesque shore- 
liné aS you approach 
the base of the bluff. 
Gaze upward and 
note that the bluff is ee eee ihe SAP te: 25 
dotted with caves that : Se ee ns eas Se ~ 
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Everyone feels like a friend. 


were once used by pirates to hide their 
loot. Several caves offer the casual 
explorer easy access and interesting 
photo opportunities with age-old 
stalactites descending from the ceiling 
like pre-historic chandeliers. 

Perhaps one of the most enjoyable ac- 
tivities available in Cayman Brac is a 
leisurely vike-ride around the island. 
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This is a perfect way to get to know 
the local residents, called “Brackers.” 
Pause to say “hello” and you'll likely 
find yourself listening to a fascinating 
tale of island history. Stop 
by the Cayman Brac 
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Museum to view 
artifacts that show 
you what life was like 
“in the old days.” 
With just more 
than 1,000 full-time 
residents, the only 
crowds youll find in 
Cayman Brac are the 


schools of tarpon 
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underwater. The calm, clear Caribbean 
waters surrounding “The Brac” run a 
balmy 78°F —8&4°F year-round. A 
lightweight dive suit is plenty to keep 
you comfortable on famous (and fabu- 
lous!) dive sites like Anchor Wall, East 




















corals, rays, turtles, eels and more. 
The Brac boasts some 40 moored 
dive sites spanning the north and 
south coaste. With only 3 dive opera- 
tions visiting these sites, you'll feel 
like you're on your own private island. 
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The host of accommoda- 
tions on Cayman Brac offers 
everyLhing tT rometriciency 
apartments and condos to full 
service, all-inclusive beach- 
front resorts. Whether you 
dream of relaxing in your own 
private villa, or sipping a cool 
drink in a hammock under the 
palm trees, you'll be able to live 
that dream in Cayman Brac. 

Cayman Brac. It’s more than 
you imagined. 


Chute, the wreck of the 
Cayman Mariner, Rock 
Monster Chimney and 
Greenhouse Wall. You'll be 
astounded by the dramat- 
ic vertical walls and prolific 
array of beautiful sponges, 
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Accommodations 
Brac Airport Inn 
(800) 327-3835 
(809) 948-1323 
Brac Caribbean Beach Village 
Condos 
(800) 791-7911 
(809) 948-2265 
Brac Haven Villas 
(809) 948-2473 
Brac Reef Beach Resort 
(800) 327-3835 
(809) 948-1323 
Divi Tiara Beach Resort 
(800) 367-3484 
(809) 948-1553 
La Esperanza 
(800) 327-8777 
(809) 948-0531 
Blackie’s Seaview Hotel 
(809) 948-0232 


Dive Operators 


Brac Aquatics 
(800) 544-2722 
(809) 948-1429 
Dive Tiara 
(800) 367-3484 
(809) 948-1553 
Reef Divers 
(800) 327-3835 
(809) 948-1453 


Transportation 


Brac Hertz Car Rental 
(809) 948-1515 

Four D’s Car Rental 
(809) 948-1599 

T & D Avis Car Rental 
(809) 948-2847 





“Those who dive us, 
love us.” 


CAYMAN ISLANDS DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM 


Grand Cayman (809) 949-0623 
Chicago (847) 678-6446 
Houston (713) 461-1317 

Los Angeles (213) 738-1968 
Miami (305) 266-2300 
New York (212) 682-5582 
Canada (416) 485-1550 
Spain (93) 414-0210 
Germany (69) 72-63-42 
United Kingdom (171) 491-7771 
Italy (02) 4801-2068 
Japan (03) 3545-6187 








PINNACLES AWARD 


The first annual Pinnacles Award was 
presented on Saturday, October 14, 
1995 at the InnerSpace '95 Aqua Party 
held in the Monterey Bay Aquarium. The 
award, for outstanding contributions to 
recreational diving in Northern California, 
was presented to Karl and Jill Wallin. 

The Wallins ran a photography busi- 
ness until they learned to scuba dive ona 
vacation in Tahiti. Establishing a retail 
dive store in conjunction with their pho- 





tography business, the couple main- 
tained both businesses for ten years. The 
Wallins developed one of the first in-store 
travel agencies, became the San Fran- 
cisco Bay area’s first PADI instructor 
training center and promoted the then 
novel concept of women in diving. Their 
innovative contributions to promotion, 
education and safety were recognized 
with a seat on the PADI International ad- 
visory board. 

In 1986, they sold the photography 
business and concentrated on the dive 
industry. However, photography was still 
their forte. Their names can be found 
credited to many published images. 

The Wallins’ primary focus has always 
been the continued growth of the dive in- 
dustry. They promoted the concept of a 
multi-faceted group from all aspects of 
the industry. They recognized that what 
would later become the Northern Cali- 
fornia Scuba Retailers Association (NC- 
SRA) was a way of working toward this 
goal and put all their support behind de- 
veloping it. After its conception, Karl 
served as chairman for two years. 

The Wallins have retired from the retail 
side of diving and their other commit- 
ments to devote more time to photogra- 
phy. However, their influence on all 
Northern California divers continues and 
their helpful advice remains only a phone 
call away. 

The Pinnacles diving award will be pre- 
sented each year at InnerSpace toa 
member of the Northern California dive 
community. 

For further information, contact any 
NCSRA member facility, InnerSpace or 
Chip Lamber at 1188 Branham Lane, 
San Jose, CA 95118; (408) 265-3483, 
fax (408) 265-3498. = 
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OCERN GUIDE 


SNORKEL DIVE & SURF HAWAII 
KAILUA,HI (808) 329-0046 
SCUBA NETWORK 
LAWRENCE, NY (516) 371-5075 
S.E. DIVING 
DEERFIELD BEACH, FL (305) 422-9982 
HAWAIIAN ISLAND SURF AND SPORT 
KAHULUI, HI (808) 871-4981 
ADVENTURE SPORTS UNLTD. 
SANTA CRUZ, CA (408) 458-3648 
MATHENY’S AQUATICS UNLTD. 
ORANGE PARK, FL (904) 264-4744 


LAKELAND DIVERS INC. 

EAST HANOVER, NJ (201) 887-0194 
THE OCTOPUS GARDEN 

DAVIS, CA (916) 758-3850 
WATER FANTASY DIVING 

LOUISVILLE, KY (502) 478-4004 
SCUBA TRAINING CENTER 

AMARILLO, TX (806) 355-3343 
ADVENTURE BOUND SPORTS 

MIAMI, FL (305) 232-4442 
SECOND WIND 

HOOD RIVER, OR (503) 386-4464 


IF THE ABOVE MENTIONED SHOPS ARE NOT IN YOUR VICINITY 
PLEASE REQUEST OCEAN GUIDE PRODUCTS AT YOUR NEAREST DIVE CENTER. 


- DEALER INQUIRIES: cau (310) 327-9270, ax (310) 327-4755 | 
OCEAN GUIDE INTERNATIONAL, GARDENA,CA ff 
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DIVE THE #1 REEF IN THE U.S.!* 
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e PACKAGES FROM $73 pp. do. e 5 STAR PADI-I.D.C. CENTER 
Includes Motel, Dives, Tanks e B.S.A.C. INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 
Weights, All Taxes and e MOTEL. POOL. DOCKAGE 


paws fap bet TIKI BAR, RESTAURANT 
e 3 
e 30 MINUTES FROM KEY WEST * DIVE BOATS ON PREMISES 


MILE MARKER 27.5 800-942-5397  RAMROD KEY 


FLORIDA 33042 
P. 0. BOX 509 (305) 872-2215 ¢ Email: looekeydiv@aol.com 
* Per Rodale’s Scuba Diving Magazine Readers Survey, Feb. ‘96 “Healthiest Reef in the U.S.“ ©SD/AD 1995 
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here are two new buzz words ener- 

gizing the dive industry today—ni- 
trox and rebreathers, both of which play 
a big part of the new high tech dive pro- 
grams at one of The Bahamas’ most 
popular dive resorts, Stuart Cove’s Dive 
South Ocean. 

As explained in the cover story of the 
March 1996 SKIN DIVER, researched 
and photographed at Stuart Cove’s Dive 
South Ocean, the Drager corporation of 
Germany has manufactured the world’s 
first recreational rebreather. Distributed 
by Uwatec, the Atlantis | is a semi-closed 
circuit rebreather, meaning the breathing 
gas is recycled and conserved, with the 
excess vented as necessary. Usually this 
means a trickle of exhaust every three or 
four breaths. The exhaust bubbles are far 
fewer than those from open circuit Scu- 
ba, thus the system is far more quiet. 

The stealth diving we underwater pho- 
tographers would like to embrace is not 
the only goal of a rebreather. In addition, 
rebreathers are able to use variable gas 
mixtures to increase the amount of oxy- 
gen and decrease the amount of nitro- 
gen (the gas that gets us into decom- 
pression trouble). This allows extended 
bottom times. This technology, however, 
requires special training. You can’t even 
buy a rebreather without first undergoing 


Stuart Cove’s 


DiveS outh Oceé 


A Bahamas Favorite Goes High Tech 





The Caribbean Reef Sharks en- 
‘countered at Shark Runway are 
so tame they pose for pictures. 
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the appropriate training and certification 
specific to the unit purchased. Stuart 
Cove’s Dive South Ocean provides not 
only entry level training for rebreather use 
but can also certify divers in rebreather 
technology using the Atlantis |. 

INTRO TO REBREATHER Divina: [his is 
the rebreather resort course and can be 
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accomplished in a single day. A class- 
room session teaches a little of the history 
of rebreathers (it is interesting to note that 
Drager AG has been manufacturing re- 
breathers for 90 years, although until now 
it has been for commercial and military 
markets rather than sport diving), the 
physiology of enriched air (nitrox) and the 
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BY STEPHEN FRINK 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY GERI MURPHY 








basics of the Atlantis |. Following the 
classroom introduction, students and 
their instructor move to the nearby beach- 
front swimming pool of the South Ocean 
Golf and Beach Resort to practice in-wa- 
ter skills. Actually, the use of the re- 
breather is pretty straightforward but 
there are other important skills to acquire 
before heading off into the ocean, such as 
how to switch over to the alternate com- 
pressed air source should anything go 
wrong with the rebreather or in case the 
gas supply in the rebreather is consumed. 
A pool session introduces these skills and 
prepares the student for the real fun of an 
open ocean rebreather dive. 

Like a resort course, the Intro to 
Rebreather Diving course requires an in- 
structor to be with the student during the 
dives. This is comforting, even for an ex- 
perienced diver. A two tank dive to the 
fascinating shallow reefs and shipwrecks 
off southwest New Providence Island 
provides the opportunity to sample what 
rebreathers are all about. According to 
SKIN DIVER contributing editor, Geri 
Murphy, who received her rebreather 
certification at Stuart Cove’s, “One thing 
is certain, rebreather diving feels entirely 
different than recreational scuba. It’s like 
night and day. The first thing you notice 
is the utter silence around you. The famil- 
iar rumble of air bubbles is completely 
gone. There is almost a hush over the 
coral reef and you become aware of your 
breathing. You feel as if you are in a clos- 
et or a small soace—with only the sound 
of your breathing to keep you company. 
The next conscious thought is that 
you're invisible. The fish don’t seem to 
care that you are on their reef. Ordinarily 
timid fish swim right up to your face- 
mask. You start thinking, ‘Wow, this is 
going to be great for underwater photog- 
raphy!’ Even when the rebreather vents a 
small trickle of bubbles, it sounds entirely 
different (and less noisy) than scuba.” 

All in all, it’s pretty heady stuff, a tech- 
nology the serious recreational diver or 
dive professional cannot afford to ignore. 
The one day Intro to Rebreather Diving at 
Stuart Cove’s Dive South Ocean is an ef- 
fortless and fun way to get educated 
while enjoying some fabulous diving. The 
course prerequisite is being at least 18 
years of age and an open water diver 
with more than 20 logged dives. 

REBREATHER DIVING CERTIFICATION: 
For the serious diver seeking to plunge 
into the exhilarating world of high tech, 
Stuart Cove’s Rebreather Diving Certi- 
fication is a full three day course specific 
to the Uwatec/Drager Atlantis | and 
leading to certification through the highly 
respected Technical Diving International 
(TDI) agency. In this case, the prerequi- 
sites are more comprehensive, including 
advanced open water certification, 20 
logged dives, 18 years of age and, per- 





Above: Dive South Ocean is one of the largest full service dive centers in The Bahamas 
with six dive boats, a nitrox and rebreather training center and an underwater photo 
center. Below: The South Ocean Golf and Beach Resort, adjacent to Dive South Ocean. 









uth Ocean Golf 
& Beach Resort 





haps the most significant qualifier, 
certification as an enriched air (nitrox) 
diver. 

A big part of the rebreather’s appeal 
is that it utilizes a gas other than com- 
pressed air to allow greater bottom 
times and/or safety when used in rea- 
sonably shallow depths. Nitrox, in its 
recreational dive applications, is de- 
signed to be used between the surface 
and 115 feet. Its greatest viability is prob- 
ably in the 30 to 80 foot range, where 
most recreational diving occurs. There 
are several nitrox mixtures, commonly 
expressed as a percentage of oxygen. 
For example, nitrox 32 reflects a gas that 
is 32 percent oxygen. It has a specific set 
of no decompression tables and maxi- 
mum operating depth (MOD) to safely 
avoid oxygen toxicity. Nitrox 36 likewise 
has different tables and a MOD, just as 
nitrox 40 or 50 would have. A certified 
enriched air diver would presumably 
bring this knowledge to the course. 
However, for those not already nitrox 
certified, Stuart Cove’s Enriched Air 
Diver course can be scheduled at any 





Left: 
Stuart Cove, 
owner/founder 
of Dive South 
Ocean. 
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Below: Dive South Ocean recently ex- 
panded to include nitrox and rebreather 
training. A convenient dockside station 
has been installed to fill nitrox tanks. 
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STUART COVE’S DIVE 
SOUTH OCEAN 


time and takes a day and a half to com- 
plete. The three days of rebreather edu- 
cation are devoted to classroom ses- 
sions, pool training and four open water 
rebreather dives. The course fee includes 
TDI rebreather certification fees, boat 
dives and use of the Atlantis |. Successful 
certification permits students to buy the 
Atlantis | if they so desire or to rent one 
anywhere in the world. 


FIN PHOTO CENTER 

Given the underwater photo applica- 
tions of rebreathers, it’s only appropriate 
that Stuart Cove’s Dive South Ocean 
should be a leader in the new technolo- 
gy. Stuart has long been involved in as- 
sisting professional underwater still pho- 
tographers and Hollywood cinematogra- 
ohers in creating world-class photo op- 
portunities with sharks, shipwrecks and 
stunning coral reefs. Stuart and Michelle 
Cove have helped me dozens of times 
over the years with commercial photo 
projects, both as dive operators and as 
talented underwater models. They have 
always provided the utmost in profes- 
sionalism and cooperation. In this year’s 
U.S. Divers catalogue, Stuart wore yet 
another hat, that of photographer; one of 
his underwater photos was used as a 
product illustration. 

Another exciting sample of Dive South 
Ocean's film production talents is widely 
evident in the new movie, Flipper. Filmed 
on location on New Providence Island, 
utilizing Stuart Cove’s grounds and build- 
ings as its primary set, Fljoper stars Elijah 
Wood, Paul Hogan and, of course, an 
Atlantic Bottlenose Dolphin whose stage 
name is Flipper. 

When researching sites for this multi- 
million dollar extravaganza, Universal 
Studios needed a location that could de- 
liver consistently clear water, beautiful 
coral reefs and topside infrastructure of 
quality boats and diving services. Stuart 
Cove's Dive South Ocean has long sup- 
plied these elements to Hollywood with 
the James Bond films Never Say Never 
Again and Thunderball, as well as other 
high profile productions such as Splash. 
So, it was no Surprise that Flioper was 
filmed here. For the thousands of us who 
have dived with Stuart Cove’s, the movie 
is particularly fascinating as we recognize 
specific sites in an underwater world we 
have come to Know so well. 

Fin Photo Center was not created for 
Hollywood moguls, however. Rather, it is 
dedicated to serving the underwater 
photographers who flock to New 
Providence to dive with its resident pop- 
ulation of Caribbean Reef Sharks, exten- 
sive coral reefs, dramatic walls along the 


Tongue of the Ocean and one of the 
Caribbean’s widest assortment of ship- 
wrecks. To that end, Fin Photo Center of- 
fers daily E-6 film processing (for 
Fujichrome, Ektachrome and Agfa- 
chrome films), camera rentals, custom 
still and video shoots, guest camera stor- 
age lockers, Cibachrome print process- 
ing from slides and photo instruction. 
There is also a small retail selection of the 
most needed photo accessories such as 
O-rings, batteries, film, books and, of 
course, T-shirts. 

Despite its visibility in the world of high 
tech diving, Hollywood film production 
and services to underwater photogra- 
phers, Stuart Cove’s Dive South Ocean 
has never forgotten its primary responsi- 
bility to provide fun, high quality services 
to visiting divers. To accomplish this goal 
it has installed one of the most complete 
dive centers anywhere; including a fleet 
of five large fiberglass V-hulled custom 
dive boats; a massive compressor sys- 
tem comprised of a Davie 50 cfm, two 
Mako 25 cfm and a back-up 15 cfm 
compressor plus 90,000 cubic feet of air 
banks; and all the requisite guest gear 
storage rooms, classrooms, retail cen- 
ters and maintenance facilities expected 
of a world-class dive operation. All of this 
is ata nearby waterfront facility designed 
for maximum diver convenience. 

The highlight of the weekly dive port- 
folio is probably the special dives with 
groups of up to two dozen Caribbean 
Reef Sharks at Shark Wall and Shark 
Runway. Shark Wall is near the Tongue 
of the Ocean and features consistently 
excellent water clarity. As the divers 
kneel along a sand patch in 55 feet of 
water, one of Stuart Cove’s shark wran- 
glers will insert a polespear into a spe- 
cially constructed baitbox. A shark sized 
tidbit will be skewered and held out to 
the frenzied predators. The sharks swirl 
in anticipation of a free handout and the 
divers get an up-close and personal view 
of one of the sea’s most awesome crea- 
tures. At Shark Runway, a similar soec- 
tacle unfolds before the upright 90 foot 
shipwreck Bahama Mama. 

However, New Providence diving is 
about more than sharks, there are also 
great wreck dives on the Bahama Mama, 
Willaurie, the Tears of Allah and the 
newest wreck, the 65 foot steel hulled 
fishing boat, Sea Viking. In 45 to 65 feet 
of water, these wrecks offer safe, easy 
dive profiles. Since all are near coral 
reefs, should one tire of exploring a ship- 
wreck, the rich diversity of the reef is but 
a few finstrokes away. Wall divers will find 
vertical drop-offs decorated with Purple 
Tube Sponges and Black Corals begin- 
ning in only 40 feet of water along the 
Tongue of the Ocean. Those who sim- 
ply love a shallow reef rich with tropical 
marine life and healthy corals will enjoy 








Pumpkin Patch and Southwest Reef. 


SOUTH OCEAN GOLF AND 
BEACH RESORT 

Stuart Cove’s Dive South Ocean is at 
the South Ocean Golf and Beach 
Resort, a lovely resort complex far from 
the frenetic activity of Nassau, amid its 
own lavishly landscaped 190 acres and 
1,500 feet of ocean frontage. The resort 
offers 250 rooms, split between those 
along the PGA rated 18 hole golf course 
and those bordering the beach. There 
are two swimming pools, three restau- 
rants, several bars, tennis courts, an ex- 
ercise room and even a special child 
care building. The property has been re- 
cently purchased by the Winfair 
Corporation, a Toronto based hotel 
chain that also operates La Belle Creole 
on St. Martin and the Treasure Island 
Resort on Grand Cayman. According to 
Travel World News in a quote by general 
manager Paul Royall, “Winfair is invest- 
ing $2 million to renovate rooms, redo 
the lobby and improve the infrastruc- 
ture.... We've already set up a children’s 
program and renovated facilities for it, 
and we will reopen the nightclub, which 
has been closed for four years, [featur- 
ing] local entertainment. The property al- 
ready has a casino license and, within 
three years, we plan to build a small casi- 
no. | believe we have the potential of be- 
ing a world-class resort.” 

For scuba divers, this is especially 
good news. Given the excellence of the 
underwater attractions off the southwest 
end of New Providence Island, the pro- 
fessionalism and dive infrastructure of 
Stuart Cove’s Dive South Ocean and the 
new special programs for high tech div- 
ing and underwater photographers, the 
improvements being made by Winfair 
only serve to make a good thing better. 
For further information about the dive 
programs at Stuart Cove’s Dive South 
Ocean or to book reservations, please 
phone (800) 879-9832 or, on New 
Providence, (809) 362-4171; phone/fax 
(809) 362-5227, 8 
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: the wild, plants you would expectto | 





Fy wonder where each new day 
actually begins? When you visit the _ 
island of Taveuni, Fiji you will quickly — 
find the answer. The International | 
Dateline runs right through the middle 
of the island. For convenience sake, — 


the dateline has been moved so that all | 


the Fiji Islands are under one time zone. 
Taveuni is the third largest island in 
the 300 plus island group of Fiji. It lies — 
90 miles northeast of the main island of 
Viti Levu. After you arrive on Taveuni, | 
friendly taxi cab drivers can take you to 
the two most popular resorts along the © 
coast. Both Dive Taveuni and Garden — 


Island Resort are on the edge of the - : a 


Fiji's Somosomo 
Strait, a circus of life 
late Reve) (e) a 


Somosomo Strait, where you can find ji 


some of the most beautiful diving i inthe 


world. The foliage along the way to both — a 


resorts is extremely dense and truly. : 





demonstrates what the color intel is sall : 2 4 3 





about. It’s not uncommon to see huge 
leafy plants and flowers growing in | 





see only in expensive greenhouses 
stateside. ; 

When you look at a map of the isiand 
you will see that your trip from the air- 
port has only scratched the surface of - 
what Taveuni has to offer. The south- 


. | p a > 
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ee fo oF in ‘Taveuni, let's move 
from fresh water to salt and talk about 
_ the main reason you would probably 
come to this peaceful island. 


Diving at Taveuni is mainly in the 


saa Strait, where the-current 


exchange brings nutrient filled waters. 


This creates an intense environment, 
__ thick with soft corals, hard corals, tons 


east coast is lined with dozens of wa- 
















terfalls, many of which are accessible 
through resort tours. One of the be : 
known is 60 foot Bouma Falls, perfect | 


for half and full day trips of hiking and 2 


swimming in the pools below the w 
terfalls. The falls are only about a‘ 
minute walk from the main r 
through well manicured trails that lea 
to picnic tables, benches and a chang 
ing room. If you are adventuresom 
you can make the 30 minute hike 1a 





second 100 foot waterfall or even a 
third that is 25 feet high. Each has its 


own special beauty, unique to Fiji. . 


Before we look at the other adven- a 
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Taveuni, Fiji 
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PO Box 7000, Soufriere, St. Lucia, West Indies © Telephone (809) 459-7000 Fax (809) 459-7700 
For U.S. dive reservations call Go Diving at 800-328-5285 or (612) 931-9101 


Call immediately for our color brochure, or contact your favorite travel agent. 
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Great wall diving minutes from Sait Raker beach 
Charming 180 yr, old inn, modern conveniences 
Dedicated to divers 

6-10 divers per boat 


Quality service by people who care! 


Call809- 346- 2260 Fax 2817 


Modern conttor with TW/AG pr 
and balconies overlooking the 0 eal I. 
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TAVEUNI, FiJl 


tration of animal life there is a tendency to 
maximize your first dive and see as much 
as possible. Regardless of your diving 
background, use the first dive to shake 
down your equipment and diving tech- 
niques. This will make the remainder of 
your dives a dream. Once you master 
current diving, you will wonder why you 
ever had any concerns. 

Conditions in the Somosomo Strait are 
very diverse. The bottom is quite different 
on each of the 20 plus dive spots and in- 
cludes everything from bommies, slopes, 
walls, canyons, caves and flat bottoms. 
The reef itself is called Rainbow Reef 
and you will understand why as soon as 
you jump into the water. Soft corals thrive 


TAVEUNI DIVE OPERS 
Dive Taveuni Resort _ 
(011) 679-880-441 

- (011) 679-880-466 (fa: 


"Garden Island F 


| 1 11) 679- 880-2062 
(011) 679-880-288 (fax) 





here and come in every size, shape and 
color you can imagine. 

If you like leaffish, you should look on 
the backside of the bommies, where the 
Current is at a minimum. They usually 
prefer calmer conditions, where they can 
sit and pose for photographers. Fish 
have the same problems as divers, so 
they hang around these areas to rest and 
pick up food that swirls into them. We 
have also seen many cleaning stations 
here, which always provide great photo 
Opportunities. 

As you swim along you may see an or- 
ange glow on the side of the bommie. 
This is actually an anemone reacting like 
some of the fluorescent corals found in 
Fiji. When we saw our first fluorescing 
anemone we thought is was unique to 
the area, then we found even more on 
the next dive. What really seemed 
strange was that the clownfish them- 
selves seem to glow just like the 
anemones. Confirming this sounds like a 
good excuse to make another trip to 
Taveuni, although most any excuse to 
dive there is acceptable! 

One of the most famous dive sites off 
Taveuni is the Great White Wall, a huge 
wall of white soft corals. The visibility here 
is excellent and makes for outstanding 
wide angle photography. Another favorite 
of photographers is Annie’s Bommie, 
where the soft coral rainbow colors are in 
full effect. Other favorites describe the site 
with their name: Barracuda Point, Fish 
Factory, Cabbage Patch, The Ledge, 











Blue Ribbon Eel Reef and Small White 
Wall. The problem is which one to dive. 
Each has its own special attractions, 
guaranteed to please. 

Okay, let’s look at what else you can do 
at Taveuni. If diving isn’t enough you can 
explore a warrior burial cave in a 1,200 


pio 0) 227-2 446 
(800) 227-4500 
(800) 677-4277 
(310) 670-7302 





foot lava tube or maybe take advantage of 
some of the best birdwatching in the Fiji 
Islands. Other attractions include Lake 
Tagimaucia in an old crater high in the 
mountains, a rock waterslide near the 
Garden Island Resort or a visit to some of 
the friendly local villages. If you are a true 
sport enthusiast, you can go horseback 
riding, use paddle boats or hike the many 
trails around Taveuni. If it’s starting to look 
as if you’ll need to stay two weeks to truly 
enjoy this dive trip, you may be right. 
That’s why so many Taveuni divers return 
year after year. If you have not been to 
Taveuni, be sure to put it high on your pri- 
ority list. You won’t regret it. *#* 


PADI’S SIXTH CAREER 


DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

The Dive Station/Florida Diving Insti- 
tute in Orlando, Florida is the sixth PADI 
dive center to receive the Five Star 
Career Development Center Charter 
Member rating. This guarantees that 
students receive a complete vocational 
Curriculum that will prepare them for a 
career in diving. Anyone interested in be- 
coming an instructor will also be interest- 
ed in the pre- and post instructor training 
and most importantly, the job placement 
services that a PADI CDC offers stu- 
dents. For more information on becom- 
ing a PADI instructor, contact The Dive 
Station/Florida Diving Institute, 3465 
Edgewater Drive, Orlando, Florida 
32804 or phone (407) 843-3483, (800) 
282-3328, fax (407) 849-1427, e-mail 
kamfdi@aol.com. = 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY BILL HARRIGAN 


A ruba! More than just an island name, it’s an invitation to 
come and play. Whether your game is sailing, waterski- 
ing, windsurfing, golf or tennis, Aruba has it. And, oh yes, div- 
ing Aruba is exciting, too. Shipwrecks, reefs and airolanes— 
it’s all here! 

| had the opportunity recently to dive with three of Aruba’s 
top dive operations and found their standard of service excel- 
lent. In fact, | would look forward to diving with any of them 
again. They all have certain characteristics in common, includ- 
ing talented and personable captains, instructors and divemas- 
ters. They all also feature quality rental equipment, well main- 
tained compressors and custom dive boats. As their names 
suggest, all of these companies can provide you with the toys 
for a wide variety of other watersports. You can sign up for wa- 
terskiing, windsurfing, kayaking, tubing or a wild tow on a “ba- 
nana boat” at the same time you set up your dive schedule. 

My host for the first day of diving was Martin Molina, the own- 
er and managing director of Pelican Watersports. Martin intro- 
duced me to dive manager Ernst Meyer, who took me through 
the sign-up and gear rental on Pelican Dock. Reef Runner, the 
fast 32 foot boat used for south coast dives, was tied up only a 
few feet away. Set up for 10 to 15 divers, depending on 
whether it’s a one or two tank trio, Reef Runner has an open 
transom for easy exits and good hand holds for security. 
Pelican has two other dive boats, a 35 foot cathedral hull called 
Sea Thru and an Answer 22 called Divemaster. Eight PADI in- 
structors and three divemasters give Pelican the ability to teach 
any course from Discover Scuba to assistant instructor, as well 
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as along list of PADI specialty courses. 

Pelican Watersports is on the beach adjacent to the Holiday 
Inn Aruba Beach Resort and Casino, a full service hotel with a 
restaurant and bar right on the beach. Land tours and rental 
Cars can be arranged in the lobby, where there are several fine 
jewelry and clothing shops. 

On day two | shifted over to Unique Sports of Aruba, owned 
and managed by Emmit and Su Zanne Kimble. Emmit has put a 
lot of personal effort into customizing Unique’s 40 foot alu- 
minum Striker designed boat and it really pays off in comfort and 
convenience for divers. The huge, carpeted dive platform 
makes for sure footing and there is plenty of seating in or out of 
the sun. Personal service, such as courtesy pick-up and drop- 
off at your hotel, is what makes Unique unique. You'll also notice 
the personal touch when you’re handed a glass of iced cola 
drink and a fresh, dry towel after the dive. With six instructors on 
staff, Unique Sports of Aruba always has someone knowledge- 
able ready to assist and, of course, PADI courses through assis- 
tant instructor are available. 

Unique Sports of Aruba is right outside your door when you 
stay at the Aruba Palm Beach Resort and Casino. There is an 
Olympic-sized pool and you’ll have a sweeping ocean view 
from your window. 

Angela Tromp, the dive manager of Red Sail Sports, intro- 
duced me to the Red Sail dive team for my third day of Aruba 
diving. With six PADI instructors on staff, Red Sail Sports can 
also handle any course through assistant instructor. In addition, 
two Handicapped Scuba Association instructors and a fully 
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accessible 
boat give 
Red Sail the 
ability to accom- 
modate divers chal- 
lenged by a wide range of 
handicaps. The Vista Marisa 
beamy 40 foot dive boat, custom designed for Red Sail 
Sports, which provides lots of room for 20 divers. A large 
camera table in the center also provides storage for the 
courtesy towels. Two big rinse tanks are built into the 
sides of the boat at the stern, where there are two fresh- 
water showers. Vista Mar has a marine toilet aboard and a 
broad top for protection from the sun. Complimentary 
fresh fruit is passed around after the dive and there are 
two coolers with lemonade and water. A Rob Shirley Pro 
42 dive boat with twin diesels powering jet drives has re- 
cently been added to the Red Sail fleet. This fast boat Is 
set up for a maximum of 20 divers and is used primarily to 
dive the south coast. 

Red Sail Sports is affiliated with the luxurious Hyatt 
Regency hotels and is next to the Hyatt Regency Aruba 
Resort and Casino. If you are ready to pamper yourself 
with elegant surroundings, personal service, large rooms 
and fabulous views, the Hyatt is the place to stay. 


rhb ARUBA . itech Elaaitls of Pelican : 
Most of the dive sites of Aruba are on the southern and Watersports inspects the heavily 
western sides of the island, protected from the waves and fRReataiwrsetelelgsietaliciaea al-teiiacicce 





wind normally present on the northeastern coast. The visi- 
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Never Dive Deeper Than 
the Depth of Your 
Experience 






Cathy and husband Herb Rafael plan every 
detail for a memorable dive/photo vacation. 
Join our fun-loving group in: LEARN 
e Truk and/or Palau, October ‘96 WITH CATHY 
e Maldives and/or Palau, Feb ‘97 
e Solomon Islands trios aboard the Bilikiki 
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ARUBA 


bility on the south coast is usually in the 60 
to 100 foot range. It may be slightly lower 
at west coast sites but the wrecks there 
make up for the difference. The current is 
generally slight to none; however, on 
those infrequent occasions a moderate 
current is running, the visibility can exceed 
100 feet. In any case, the reefs are ideal 
for drift diving, so you don’t have to worry 
about overexerting yourself. The south 
coast reef starts in about 15 feet of water, 
sloping down at a moderate grade to 
about 60 feet, where it drops off more 





Red Sail Sports is next to the luxurious 
Hyatt Regency Aruba Resort and Casino. 


steeply to about 120 feet. The west coast 
has a flatter profile and the dives are gen- 
erally shallower. Excellent diving is also 
possible on the north coast but that side 
of the island is exposed almost continu- 
ously to strong winds and currents, so 
diving there is restricted to the few times 
conditions are right. 

Aruba will satisfy divers of any experi- 
ence level but the island’s operators 
don’t cater primarily to people who want 
five dives a day. Aruba is ideally suited to 
those who want to make two or maybe 
three dives a day and then sample other 
activities. Aruba is also a great place to 
bring a nondiving friend or spouse to get 
certified. The conditions are not strenu- 
ous and there lots of other diversions 
when you are not diving. The water tem- 
perature in Aruba only varies a few de- 
grees on either side of 82°F, so a thick 
wetsuit is not necessary. A 2 or 3mm 
wetsuit, a shorty or even a dive skin 
should be comfortable. 


ARUBA DIVE SITES 

The German captain who scuttled the 
freighter Antilla on the 10th of May, 
1940, couldn’t have foreseen that he 
was creating one of the best dive sites in 
the Caribbean. In the intervening 56 
years, the ship has grown a thick coat of 
coral and sponges. In fact, it bristles with 
countless Green and Purple Tube 
Sponges. Even the cables supporting 
the short mast and crow’s nest are en- 








crusted with them. Some surprisingly 
large Smooth Brain Corals are attached 
to sections of cranes and railings and 
clumps of Silver Tunicates cling to the 
hull like patches of blistered paint. An un- 
usual colony of Green Feather Bush 
Hydroids extends out from the bow. 
Naturally, all of this makes a wonderful 
habitat for reef fish. 

Part of the wreck still extends above 
the surface and if you look up you can 


ARUBA INFORMATION 


Red Sail Sports at the Hyatt Regency 
Aruba Resort and Casino, and other 
locations in Aruba and the Caribbean 
(800) 255-6425 


Unique Sports of Aruba at the Aruba 
Palm Beach Resort and Casino 

(800) 345-2782 

Pelican Watersports at the Holiday 
Inn Aruba Beach Resort and Casino 
(011) 2978-24739 





sometimes see the pelicans diving for 
fish from their perches. There are a num- 
ber of easy but very interesting penetra- 
tions. The local divemasters know the 
Antilla inside and out and they can guide 
you on a memorable dive. Plan on visiting 
the Antilla more than once, though, be- 
cause there is so much to See. 

Mike’s Reef is a symphony of Star 
Corals, Brain Corals and tall gorgonians. 
Beneath the green exterior of the coral 
you can see splashes of orange, red and 
yellow, where boring and encrusting 
sponges have taken hold. These 
crevices are also home to numerous 
Spiny and Spanish Lobster and some 
impressively long Green Moray Eels. We 
drifted Mike’s reef in a moderate current 
that also brought in clear, blue water with 
visibility of more than 100 feet. The in- 
tense competition for space among the 
corals was easy to see as we drifted past 
overlapping boulders of Giant Star, 
Smooth Brain, Grooved Brain and Star 
Corals. Bring a waterproof fish identifica- 
tion chart; you'll need it to keep track. 

We also enjoyed super visibility fora 
dive on the Jane Sea, a 250 foot 
freighter sunk intentionally as an artificial 
reef. Looking up from the propeller at 95 
feet, | could see well more than halfway 
to the bow. The ship rests upright ona 
slope, with the top of the bow about 50 
feet from the surface. Jane Sea wears a 
lighter coat of coral than the Anti//a but 
the colors are already brilliant. Orange 
Cup Corals, Fire Coral and black Deep 
Water Seafans grow in abundance. 
There are even a couple of pale green 
Black Coral formations on the port side. 
The surrounding reef is also excellent, 
with the abundance of hard corals typical 
of the south coast. 

(Continued on Page 178) 











You won't find a better diving value. We 
at about half the cost of most other live-a 


ear an exciting package 
oard dive trips. We include: 
e food © beverages (soda, beer, wine & rum drinks) 

© accommodations © tanks © weight belts 
On atypical trip to the Bahamas you will be able to grt 


e 3 dives a day © island exploration ¢ fishing sailing 
e shell collecting © out island nightlife © lobster hunts 
© virgin diving © lazy days 


 Blackbeard’s 


P.O. Box 66-1091, Miami, FL 33266 
Toll Free (800) 327-9600 © (305) 888-1226 © Fax (305) 884-4214 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY SUSAN L. SWYGERT 


he beauty of Bonaire beneath the 
sea continues to lure divers from all 
over the world. Lush and colorful coral 
reefs (protected by the laws of the 
Bonaire Marine Park) are unbelievably 
close to shore and teem with an innumer- 
able variety of tropical fish. Bonaire is 
Caribbean diving at its best and the com- 
bination of dependable sunny weather, 
calm, azure seas and incredibly easy dive 
site access via boat or shore just seems 
too good to be real. How fortunate we 
are that it is true and a Bonaire vacation 
is high on every dive enthusiast’s list. 
Listen up—how does a week of free 
diving in Bonaire sound? Sunset Beach 
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Dive Center needs help naming its new 
boat and is offering the lucky person 
who submits the best name a six day 
unlimited dive package. Currently, the 
busy dive shop has three boats—the 38 
foot Sea Explorer, 36 foot Sea Horse 
and 36 foot Sea Gull. Custom designed 
in Venezuela by owner Anton van der 
Heetkamp, the new dive boat is a 36 
foot fiberglass V-hull featuring twin in- 
board diesels with jet drive. The swift, 
powerful boat will sport a flying bridge, 
providing shade and increasing the 
available deck space. The unnamed 
boat promises a roomy, comfortable in- 
terior, perfect for divers. 


Not only is there free diving but the 
lovely Sunset Beach Hotel is awarding 
the winner one free week of accommo- 
dations for two as well! What a great way 
to visit this charming island and discover 
the amazing underwater world of 
Bonaire for yourself. 

The planned delivery date of the boat 
is mid-June and all entries must be re- 
ceived by July 31, 1996. Get your brain in 
gear and send your choice in right away. 
The only rule is that the name must start 
with the word Sea, ie. Sea _ 
Fax Sunset Beach Dive Center at (011) 
599-7-8330 or mail your entry to P.O. 
Box 92, Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles. Be 
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sure to include your return address, tele- 
phone and fax numbers on your entry. 
There is only one entry allowed per per- 
son; entries of the same boat name will, 
of course, be taken in order received—so 
get your entry in early! 

Mary DiSanza and Walter Stark, 
Sunset Beach Dive Center’s manage- 
ment team, eagerly anticipate welcoming 
the winner to Bonaire and turning him or 
her and a guest onto the island’s under- 
water reefs. After a little more than six 
years of living on Bonaire, Mary and 
Walter confirm they are fortunate to work 
at one of the top diving destinations in the 
world. Walter says the island’s location 








A variety of watertoys, including Ocean 
Kayaks, are available at the Recreation and 
Watersports Center on Playa Lechi Beach. 





Guests relax in Sunset Beach Hotel’s sea- 


side freshwater pool. Left: A diver explores 
the gorgonians, sponges and myriad or- 
ganisms thriving on the pilings of Salt Pier. 


Above: The dive center’s managers, 
Walter Stark and Mary DiSanza, with own- 
er, Anton van der Heetkamp. Below: For 
instruction or shore divers, Front Porch is 
an excellent dive site with easy access. 









“makes the weather just about perfect.” 
He claims that reef protection since the 
early ’70s, “owing to the island’s govern- 
ment and inhabitants strongly supporting 
the development and growth of the 
Bonaire Marine Park,” is the backbone of 
Bonaire’s continually growing reputation. 

Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles, is a sis- 
ter island to Curagao and Aruba in the 
southern Caribbean just 50 miles north 
of Venezuela, far below the hurricane 
belt. A typical day is hot and sunny, 
though cooling trade winds bathe the is- 
land from east to west. Great weather is 
virtually guaranteed 365 days a year. 
Bonaire’s unique north/south orientation 
yields 24 miles of protected leeward 
coast, whose calm, clear waters make 
diving easy and fun. 

The Bonaire Marine Park was the first 
of its kind in the Caribbean to preserve an 
entire island. Legislation protects all the 
Surrounding waters and its inhabitants 
from the high water mark to a depth of 
200 feet. Spearfishing and anchoring are 
banned and it is forbidden to remove any- 
thing living or dead from the reefs. An an- 
nual admission fee of U.S. $10 is charged 
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all divers, visitors and residents. These 
funds are used to maintain the mooring 
system, employ park rangers and sup- 
port research and educational efforts. 

Moorings are permanently fixed to the 
seafloor—a buoy on the surface marks 
the site and the dive boat ties up to it. 
There is no need to use an anchor, which 
can drastically damage the fragile reef. 
Captain Don Stewart,.one of the scuba 
industry’s pioneers, developed the first 
moorings almost 30 years ago off 
Bonaire and this long history of reef con- 
servation has been instrumental in pre- 
serving the beauty of many shallow reefs. 
Today, moorings have been placed at 
more than 70 dive sites along the coast 
and surrounding the uninhabited island 
of Klein Bonaire (Little Bonaire). The 
Bonaire Marine Park has also placed 
vivid yellow stones, inscribed with dive 
site names, on shore entry points along 
the leeward coast. 

The Sunset Beach Dive Center is on 
the water’s edge, along the Sunset 
Beach Hotel’s beautiful beach. Daily sin- 
gle tank boat trips are on a staggered 
schedule—9:00 or 9:30 am and 2:00 or 
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A glittering school of Bigeye Scad sur- 
rounds a diver at Front Porch, where 
there is a shallow plateau and steep 
drop-off right offshore the dive center. 


2:30 pm departures. Tanks for shore div- 
ing are available around the clock and 
the white sand beach offers one of the is- 
land’s easiest entries. Front Porch, a 
popular beach dive, has a shallow 
olateau densely covered with coral 
growth and a steep drop-off very close to 
shore. Teeming with fish—French 
Angelfish cruise the reef’s crest and 
schools of silver baitfish swirl beneath the 
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BONAIRE, DUTCH CARIBBEAN 
The best of both worids. 


The Great Adventures dive vaca- 
tion offers something most dive 
packages don’t — lots of things to 
keep your non-diving companion 
busy while you're busy diving! 
¢ Snorkeling off our white 
sand beach 
Swimming * Tennis 
Bicycling * Fishing 
Dining or lounging at one of 
our three restaurants and bars 
And, at the spa — fitness classes, 
hikes and bikes, massage, body 
treatments and more. 
Two boats leave daily (plus night 
dives) with PADI and NAUI 
trained instructors. Call today 
Adventur e S for dive package details. 


7 Night Pack 
at HARBOUR VILLAGE ae he iii 


$935 4/14 thru 12/14/96 


Rates are per person, double occupancy. 





Toll Free: 800-868-7477 Phone: (305) 567-0349 Fax: (305) 567-9659 
http://www.interknowledge.com/bonaire/harbour-village.html or e-mail: harbourvil @aol.com 
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ROATAN and COPAN 


‘c 
REEF HOUSE RESORT- wos 
On the island of Roatan, TA Sint 
Bay Islands Honduras, 
complete dive facility offering 
outstanding diving along ; 
the world’s second largest barrier reef. 


COPAN RUINS TOUR -- Visit the site of the 
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Pre-Columbian Mayan civilization, 
~ Be a beautiful trip to the 
ea “ss. highlands of Honduras. 
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Gleef Pou Se San Antonio, TX 78229 


P.O. Box 40331 


ESORT 
Roatan Bay Islands 


EW a) Fax: 210-341-7942 
rey On Roatan: (504) 45-2142 or (504) 45-2297 


ON =s0C 2004 


circle #13 on Reader Service Card 


800-328-8897 





= 


Py 
L/ 


114 SKIN DIVER JUNE 1996 





SUNSET BEACH HOTEL 
AND DIVE CENTER 


pier—and boasting the wreck of the 
New York, asmall tugboat encrusted 
with vivid corals and sponges, this is one 
of Bonaire’s typical easy and fun sites. Alll 
divers make a warmup dive here first 
and, as a result, inevitably make plans to 
access this almost too easy site again 
and again for day and night dives. 

The dive center’s retail shop offers a 
variety of gear and souvenirs for sale, as 
well as snorkeling and diving equipment 
rentals, camera and video rentals, and 
daily film processing. Many instructional 
courses are offered by the multi-lingual 
staff, from learning to dive to coral reef 
ecology. 

Sunset Beach Hotel is known for its 
comfortable atmosphere and moderate 
pricing. With many amenities, a profes- 
sional dive center and one of the prettiest 
white sand beaches on the island, 
Sunset Beach Hotel offers a complete 
resort atmosphere that is sure to please. 

The Sunset Beach Hotel has been in 
business since 1989 under the manage- 
ment of Sunset Resorts, owned and op- 
erated by Hugo Gerharts, a much es- 
teemed Bonairean entrepreneur. In the 
last year, the 24 rooms in the two beach 
wings closest the dive shop, beach and 
restaurant were completely refurbished. 
The bathrooms are new, the floors are 
now tiled, bright lighting fixtures and at- 
tractive vertical blinds as well as new win- 
dows have been installed, and all new fur- 
nishings and linens purchased. Al- 
together, there is amuch more spacious 
and au courant Caribbean look. As al- 
ways, the rooms, unlike many on Bon- 
aire, feature in-room telephones and ca- 
ble television, as well as a mini-fridge, an 
electronic safe and comfortable split unit 
air-conditioners and hot water in every 
room. The new resident manager, David 
Hickey, says these improvements have 
been very well received by returning visi- 
tors who notice that something’s new. 

Also new to the property is Sunset’s 
Coffeehouse, formerly a seaside game- 
room, adjacent to the reception area. 
Perfect for warmly welcoming dive 
groups, the coffeehouse is a cozy place 
in the morning for pie and a creamy cap- 
puccino or to enjoy an evening drink or 
specialty coffee and fresh pastry. 

Playa Lechi (Milk Beach) is home to 
Playa Lechi Restaurant, the Recreation 
and Watersports Center, as well as the 
Sunset Beach Dive Center. The constant 
trade winds foster an ideal sailing environ- 
ment and Andre Beckers, the Recreation 
and Watersports Center manager, offers 
windsurfing instruction, as well as wind- 
surfers and Ocean Kayaks for rental. 
Water taxi service to town for shopping or 
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In 1958 Mrs. Hebe 
Connors added eignt 
rooms to her cottage 
accommodating a 
handful of divers at wnat | 
later became known as 
sunset House. , 

From this humble start | 
We CUICKly Srew. 

Yet one thing that 
hasn't changed Is 
Our aim to give you 
as much fun out of 
the water as In. 

You can dive 
from one of our 6 
dive boats. Or, If 
you prefer, straignt 
off ourown snore. %& 

We now have 59 


rooms, a ive snop, Ooutique, restaurant, 


Sunset House Is also home to 
the famous Cathy Church 
Photo Centre. 

And unlike big hotels, 
we have always catered 
specially for divers. 

This means that wnen tt 
comes to looking after you, 
we're a giant stride ahead 

omme Of everyone else. 
~ For more details call 809-949 
7111 or toll-free from 
the US on 1-800 854 
4767. Or write Sunset 
House, PO Box 479, 

Grand Cayman, Cayman 

Islands, BWI and see 

what a difference a little 

exoerlence makes. 


Oar and a full service Scuba School, with sy ta 


courses scheduled at your convenience. 
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WITH THE CAYMAN I 


Let the diving professionals at Bob Soto's Diving make your vacation a memorable experience. Since 1957, we have 
been on the leading edge of resort diving and are proud that our repeat divers rank us Number One in friendly, profes- 
sional customer service. Enjoy diving our spectacular walls and plentiful reefs. Experience world-famous Stingray City. 

Let one of our dive travel reservationists assist you in selecting the air-land-dive package ~ 
that best meets your needs. We offer a ‘ab of diving programs and an assortment of hotel 
and condo accommodations. 

For those looking for special savings, packages including accommodations, 2-tank dives every full day, 
one night dive, unlimited shore diving, airport transfers and round trip airfare on Cayman Airways begin at 


ONLY $399 p/p 
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‘Fhe American Express Card: The Official Card 
of The Cayman tstands and Bub Soto's Diving 





to Klein Bonaire for a private picnic and 
snorkel can easily be arranged to fit 
guests’ schedules. Beach chairs, towels, 
rafts and a freshwater shower are avail- 
able. There is even a seaside freshwater 
pool. The whole beach setup is ideal for 
families, who can enjoy sunbathing and 
snorkeling as well as diving. To see the 
sights beyond the Sunset Beach Hotel, 
rent a sturdy mountain bike from the re- 
sort or a vehicle from Budget Rent-A-Car. 

The Playa Lechi Restaurant and Bar 
has as comfortable an ambiance as any 
restaurant on the island. An authentic 
South American Indian thatched roof 
covers the al fresco dining room and bar. 
The nearby beach provides the natural 
music of gently lapping waves. A five star 
chef is on staff and the food is really 
good—menu nights feature a complete 
chef’s choice meal as well as a variety of 
entrees. Theme buffet nights such as the 
Bonairean Night include native Antillean 
dishes and fresh fish, and the folkloric 
dance show with local music Is very en- 
tertaining. Friday night’s Beach Bar- 
becue features a great steel band. 
Breakfast and lunch boxes are easily 
available for excursion lovers. 

Great for dive groups and families, with 
plenty of laidback activities and amenities 
for the nondiver and moderately priced 
as well, Sunset Beach Hotel and the 
Sunset Beach Dive Center will ensure a 
relaxing idyll or a busy, watersport filled 
vacation on beautiful Bonaire. 

If you don’t win the prize for naming 
the boat, contact Caradonna Caribbean 
Tours and inquire about the Bonaire 
Bon-Anza, an unbeatable package at the 
hotel. Summer rates are extremely good 
and include airfare from Miami, seven 
nights’ accommodations, daily break- 
fast, unlimited shore diving and a daily 
single tank boat dive, one day car rental 
and even a free gift. 

For complete information and reserva- 
tions, call Ann Caradonna and her team 
of experienced scuba diving travel spe- 
Cialists at (800) 328-2288 or (407) 774- 
9000; fax (407) 862-6000. 

For divers interested in more luxurious 
and private accommodations, Sunset 
Resorts has many apartments and villas 
for rental. Choose from a variety of sea- 
side or in town locations and enjoy all the 
amenities of the Sunset Beach Hotel as 
well. To speak to Sunset Resorts directly 
for reservations and information for the 
Sunset Beach Hotel or Sunset Villas, call 
(011) 599-7-8291 or 8448; fax (011) 599- 
7-8118 or 8865. ™* 


Don't Let Your 
Gear be a 
Drag.. 












* Courses Monthly— All 2 


* International Job 
* Accommodati tio : _. 


* Or your money back as reviewed and 
approved by PADI International 


e South East Diving Institute is a division of 
Dixie Divers 

e Florida Dive Retail Franchises Available 

eAChain of FullService sa 
Professional . 
Dive Stores 


>) SD/AD 1996 


800-352-7234 


OVERSEAS (407) 468-4809 ¢ FAX: (407) 466-3444 


1717 South U.S. 1, Fort Pierce, FL 34950 e Cursos en Espanol 
Licensed by the Florida State Board of Post Secondary Schools ¢ License #908 & #1731 
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Top: The strangely beautiful Splendid 
Toadfish (Sanopus splendidus) is endemic 
to Cozumel. Above: Tormentos Reef. 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY RICK FREHSEE 


ozumel is only 12 miles from the 

huge and mystic Yucatan Peninsula 
in southeastern Mexico. Known by the 
ancient Maya as Cuzamil, the Place of 
the Swallows, the 12 by 30 mile island 
(Mexico’s largest Caribbean island) is to- 
day one of the most popular diving desti- 
nations in the world. 

A divers’ utopia, Cozumel has a su- 
pero underwater environment, myriad 
hotels and dive operations and is close to 
the continental United States. It is also an 
exceptional value. 

There is even more. Underlying almost 
everything there is to see or do in 
Cozumel is a unique backbone of fun 
and friendship. This is definitely amigo 
country. In addition to excellent diving, 
there is shopping, dining and “funning” 
galore. And, if you want to add a signifi- 
cant above water cultural or environmen- 
tal discovery to your visit, you can ferry (a 
little more than an hour) or fly (15 to 30 
minutes) to the Yucatan mainland to visit 
lagoons, forests and/or some of the 
most visually attractive and significant ar- 
chaeological sites within Mundo Maya 
(The Maya World). 

The facts and flavors of Cozumel are 
cumulative. Here is a sun and fun island 
of beaches and lagoons, where you can 
dive in a coral strewn crystal sea, stay in 
the hotel, resort or guesthouse of your 
choice, eat wonderful Mexican or conti- 
nental cuisine and gather socially at 
some of the most charming or outra- 
geous watering holes in the entire 


Caribbean. Wandering around San 
Miguel’s town plaza, especially on 
Sunday night, will reveal a rural charm no 
different than it was 20 years ago. It 
should be noted that the modernization 
of Cozumel has brought with it the purifi- 
cation of water and ice at almost every 
hotel or restaurant. Stomach problems 
associated with water or food have very 
nearly been eliminated. 


THE DIVING ENVIRONMENT 

The underwater environment in Co- 
zumel has two constants: excellent visi- 
bility and a noticeable current, usually 
moving from south to north. Normally, 
the underwater visibility is among the 
best of any ocean or sea in the world; the 
average is more than 100 feet and often 
200 or more. Seldom is it ever less than 
80 feet. 

The geography of Cozumel and the 
nearby Yucatan presents an excellent 
stage for coral growth and marine life 
proliferation. Physical conditions actually 
inhibit any disturbances to the crystal 
sea. Both the island and the vast penin- 
sula are low, flat, porous and nearly rain- 
starved. Most rainfall in Cozumel comes 
in quick Summer showers or in a few 
winter “northers” and soaks almost im- 
mediately into the porous limestone 
bedrock. There are no rivers on Cozumel 
and very few on the mainland. Marshes 
and even mangrove swamps are only at 
the extreme northern and southern ends 
of the island. Cozumel’s subtropical lo- 
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cation provides mild air and water tem- 
peratures year-round. Water tempera- 
tures vary only about 11 degrees; the 
summer high is 85°F, the winter low 
about 76°F. 


MARINE LIFE 
Cozumel reefs are generally very 
healthy and free of disturbance or decay. 
They present a complete selection of soft 
and hard corals, reef invertebrates and 
marine fishes, both individual and 
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schooling as well as inshore and pelagic. 
Environmental education and reef con- 
servation have been in practice for more 
than a decade. With only a few excep- 
tions, it is difficult to detect any change in 
the quality of the coral reefs since recre- 
ational diving began here in the mid 
1960s. Nearly the entire leeside (western) 
coastal reef tract is protected as a na- 
tional marine park. 

The reef formations are generally off- 
shore striated fringing reefs, often bor- 
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Left: Sponges twisted into wild shapes by 
Cozumel’s offshore currents. Top: A Maya 
woman plies her wares in the San Miguel 
marketplace. Below: Maracaibo Shallows. 


Mexicana Airlines, the national carrier, 
provides the most popular daily service to 
Cozumel from several U.S. gateway cities. 


dering the western drop-off. Most shal- 
low diving (10 to 30 feet), including a few 
areas where shore diving is possible, is 
done along nearby shore patch reefs, 
ledges or pinnacles. Medium depth 
reefs, from 30 to 60 feet, while not nu- 
merous, are very well formed. Most boat 
diving is done from one-quarter to one- 
half mile or more offshore over massive 
reef pinnacles and fringing reefs that spill 
over a deep sloping shelf or vertical wall. 
Reefs bordering walls that begin at medi- 
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TOURS & TRAVEL 


SPECIAL VALUE 
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FIESTA AMERICANA 
COZUMEL REEF. 
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3 night package from $229 pp/do 















Includes two days of 2-tank boat 
diving, tax, and complimentary 
beach tank for your check-out dive. 


7 night package from $549 pp/do 
Includes five days of 2-tank boat 
diving, tax, and complimentary 
beach tank for your check-out dive. 


“We have the knowledge and 
experience to make your 
Island Dreams come true!” 


Kim Ken Jolene Lisa Mina 
Callus TOLL FREE and Save 


800/346-6116 


Phone: 713/973-9300 
Fax: 713/973-8585 


E-mail: info@islandream.com 
ttp://www.islandream.com/island/index. htm 
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um to deep depths of 80 to 
100 feet parallel nearly the en- 
tire 30 mile length of the island 
and extend around the south- 
ern tip. Diving here is popular 
and nearly continuous. A hap- 
py note: In spite of its popular- 
ity, there is no waiting fora 
particular site and seldom Is a 
reef area crowded. Drift diving 
allows a variety of entry posi- 
tions and the current prevents 
groups from congregating at 
any one site. More about 
Cozumel drift diving tech- 
niques later. 

The size and colors of 
Cozumel’s reef system is sure 
to make an outstanding im- 
pression. There is a prolifera- 
tion of sponges in several hues 
of orange, particularly in en- 
crusting, rope and tube shapes. Also very 
noticeable are huge formations of Buff 
Tube Sponges, pastel or muted in color 
and formed alternately as symmetrical 
tubes or in great twisted and gnarled 
shapes influenced by the currents. The 
great coral heads leaning over the drop-off 
are popcorn shaped, with spires and pin- 
nacles, ledges and overhangs, tunnels 
and fissures. The reefs are dominated by 
lobular and massive displays of Star, 
Starlet and Brain Corals and an abun- 
dance of Lettuce and Shingle Corals. In 
places, there are fields of Clubtip Finger 
Coral and concentrations of Staghorn and 
Elkhorn Corals. Often, just before or along 
the drop-off, you will encounter giant 
Barrel and Basket Sponges, their shapes 
often modified by current. 

Owing to the closeness of the major reef 
areas to the drop-off, many sites provide a 
mixture of reef, schooling and pelagic fish. 
The Cozumel reef tract is at the northern 
end of the Great Western Barrier Reef, a 
vast coral system now becoming known 
as the Great Maya Reef, stretching from 


Dense jungle 
and scattered 
Mayo ruins 


Dense jungle 
ond scattered 
Cedrai Maye tuins 


the top of the Yucatan Peninsula all the 
way to Honduras. Both the size and conti- 
nuity of this reef and the almost constant 
easterly trade winds, contribute to a bio- 
logical path of complexity and diversity. It 
is therefore difficult to list wnat you might 
see In Cozumel; from minnows to Mantas 
and from wrasses to Whale Sharks, any- 
thing is possible. Usual fish encounters in- 
clude numerous blennies and gobies 
tucked into reef recesses, pairs or trios of 
beautiful French or Queen Angelfish and, 
quite often, a solitary Splendid Toadfish. 
Encountered day or night, the Splendid 
Toadfish is fairly easy to locate in Cozumel 
and nearly impossible to find elsewhere. 
Common but site specific, are huge 
groupers and Barracuda and one or more 
large silvery Tarpon. Several Cozumel reef 
sites are known for big, friendly Green 
Moray Eels or several 25 to 80 pound 
Black Groupers. Invertebrates common to 
Cozumel include a wide assortment of 
crabs, several species of nudibranchs, 
three or four species of shrimp symbiotic 
to the big Conaylactus anemone and two 


LUG CARIBBEAN ¢ FIESTA INN ¢ MARINE SPORTS 


from $ 1 OG pp/dbl. 


® 4 Days/3 Nights Hotel 
Accom. & taxes 

e 2 Days 2-Tank Boat Dives 

e@ Welcome tank & wts. 


% FIESTA INV. 
Sah Cue aw 


mS A/C & Color TV 

BS Largest Pool in Cozumel 
BS Diving Lockers 

BN Private Beach & Pier 


CLuB 
CARIBBEAN 
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© 8 Days/7 Nights Hotel 
Accom. & taxes 

e 5 Days 2-Tank Boat Dives 

e 1 FREE 1-Tank Night Dive 

e Welcome tank & wts. 


COZUMEL’S 
NEWEST $$$ VALUE 


JUST STAY WITH US. ee 227 -CLUB 


MARINE 
SPORTS 


COZUMEL 


NS Fast Boats, Smaller groups 
BN Experienced Bilingual Staff 
RN Lockers Available 

BN New Pier & Beach Facilities 


JUST DIVE WITH US. 
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COZUMEL, MEXICO 


TWO DECADES OF | 
GREAT DIVING AND SERVICE 





or twenty years the Galapago Inn and Scuba Cozumel have been THE place for 
sport scuba divers to meet and enjoy the very best diving in Cozumel. 





Come and Celebrate with us! 
1070-1990 
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The Splendid Toadfish. DIVE RESORT*MEXICO 


Cozumel is the only place PO. Box 289 


he’s ever been seen. Cozumel, Q. Roo S.C. U. B.A. 
Mexico 77600 


For Information * U.S.A. & Canada 
| 1 -800-847-5708 COZUMEL 
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GRAND CLUB 
DIVING 


3 Night-2 Day 


Dive Package 
*pp dbl, valid to Dec. 20th, Beh 


Unlimited Diving = 
Unlimited Activities F 
Unlimited Luxury Hotel 


Unlimited Domestic Drinks 
Unlimited Meals and Snacks 


1-800-504-0552 


Other Fine Resorts Available in: 
¢Cozumel °¢ Belize »* Nassau 
*Cancun °¢* Roatan * Akumal 

* Grand Cayman 

Ask about our 


CAUSE DIVER AEMBERSIP. PROC AM 
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species of Caribbean Octopus. Recently, 
a divemaster showed me a seahorse only 
50 feet from shore. 





COZUMEL, THE ISLAND 

Cozumel is a medium-sized island with 
a relaxed atmosphere. The island is dis- 
tinctly flat (the tallest point is about 44 feet 
above sea level) and comprised of a 
rugged limestone matrix capped with 
scrub, low bush and dry tropical forest. 
Visitors congregate, inhabit and socialize 
around San Miguel, a “typical” little 
Mexican town arranged around a pleas- 
ant plaza. 

Although common sense should al- 
ways be applied, petty or street crime is 
almost nonexistent. Cozumel continues to 
be very highly recommended in terms of 
personal safety. 

Almost everyone connected to the ho- 
tel and hospitality industry speaks English, 
ranging from fluent to at least enough to 
communicate. Within eight blocks of the 
central plaza are literally hundreds of 
shops, restaurants, lounges and snack 
bars. Within several miles of town are 
dozens of dive operations and hotels. 
Many shops and businesses close in the 
afternoon for several hours (siesta) but are 
open again from 5:00 pm until 8:00 or 
9:00 pm. Dive operators and retail shops 
are generally open all day long and into 
the early evening. 


HOTELS/GUESTHOUSES 
All classes and styles of accommoda- 
tions are available on Cozumel. There are 
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¢ Cozumel’s Fastest Fleet 

¢ Complete Photo/Video 

¢ Private Beach and Pier 
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Call U.S. Central Reservations: 
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moderately priced, high-rise resort hotels 
normally identified as “four or five star” 
establishments and private houses or vil- 
las for rental. Excellent dedicated dive re- 
sorts, small traditional hotels and super 
all-inclusive resorts complete the variety. 
Most of the nicer hotels have pools, 
restaurants, a beachside activities center 
or dedicated dive operation, scooter and 
car rental offices and a concierge or in- 
house travel desk to assist with either on- 
island or Yucatan excursions. Guest- 
rooms are often on the beach or facing a 
garden or pool. Most rooms are air-con- 
ditioned, have a patio and many are 
equipped with phone, cable TV and mini- 
bar. Full baths are usually standard. Many 
suites and condos are equipped with a 
kitchenette or full kitchen. Most of the 
larger hotels offer full meals and a built-in 
diving package. Because of the large 
number of restaurants a short walk or taxi 
ride away, hotel packages without meals 
or with breakfast only are also popular. 
There are currently many good condo- 
minium and private home rentals avail- 
able, usually by the week. These provide 
increased privacy and family style ac- 
commodations that may provide a defi- 
nite price advantage for groups of four to 
six. These are offered through several 
agencies on the island. 

Traditionally, hotels and resorts on 
Cozumel have been divided into zones— 
northern, central and southern. The 
northern hotels extend along a quiet 
beachfront strip for three miles just north 
of town and are comprised of a few of the 
nicer hotels on the island plus all-inclusive 
club style resorts. The downtown hotels 
are mid-sized, traditional hotels mostly 
owned and managed by locals (called 
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Cozumelenos). The central zone hotels 
are less self-contained and rely upon in- 
town dive operations and restaurants, all 
within walking distance. Many of the 
most popular self-contained hotels and 
dive resorts are just south to a ten minute 
taxi ride south of downtown. 


COZUMEL DIVE OPERATORS 

There are more than three dozen dive 
operations currently operating on 
Cozumel. About half of these are full ser- 
vice and carry the most common affilia- 
tions (PADI, NAUI, SSI, etc.). About a 
dozen can be immediately recognized as 
operators, with a full contingent of boats, 
equipment, personnel, etc. One-half 
dozen of these are rated as among the 
best in the Caribbean and can be recog- 
nized by their reputations, affiliations, of- 
ferings, schedules, etc. These operators 
will have a fleet of mid-sized boats; they 
generally set a maximum number of divers 
per boat at 16 to 18 and there is oxygen, 
first aid and a marine radio aboard each 
vessel. The larger operators are generally 
the best established but there are also a 
few small freelance instructors of high 
quality that cater to one to six divers. 

The island offers a number of dive op- 
erator options. Hotel packages will often 
include an in-house or dedicated opera- 
tor. Some provide a choice of operator 
and others will leave you to make dive ar- 
rangements on your own. Some of the 


Hotel Accommodations 
Breakfast Daily 
(Per Person) 


10% Discount Food & Beverage dit a3 


(Per Room) 
Boat Diving & Shore Diving 
Rental Car 1 Day 
Ground Transfers 


*Prices Per Person/Double Occupancy/Diver. 


*Non-Diver Rates Available. 
*Single/Triple Rates Upon Request. 
*Valid U.S. Drivers License 
Reouired For Car Renal. 
*Valid C-Card Required For Diving. 
*Restrictions May Apply. 
*Price Subject To Chance. 
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on-site operators will arrange for pick- 
ups at anumber of hotel docks. Some 
entirely independent operators depend 
totally on walk-in traffic. Operators vary in 
size from large complexes with a fleet of 
mid-sized boats to a single instructor- 
guide with a single six pack (six passen- 
ger) small outboard. In Cozumel, it is 
quite popular to stay at a hotel and dive 
with a completely unrelated operator. 

The following suggestions will help you 
select a dive operator in Cozumel: 

1. Experienced dive wholesalers who 
provide Cozumel packages have already 
researched and found quality operators. 

2. Rely on the recommendations of an 
established Cozumel hotelier who has al- 
so used experience as a measuring stick. 

3. Visit several operators and check 
out the personnel, boats and equipment 
for yourself. Most quality dive operators 
rely on their boats to speak for the pro- 
fessionalism of the operation. What are 
the instructional affiliations? What does 
the equipment look like? 

4. Atwo tank am or pm dive should run 
about $50 U.S. If it’s more, you might ex- 
pect a little more in service or equipment. 
If it’s a little less, there is a good chance 
corners are being cut somewhere. 


SPECIALTY DIVING 
Popular forms of specialty diving in 
Cozumel include computer diving (spe- 
cial programs other than general use), 


Current diving instruction or review, Cus- 
tom small boat dives and marine life iden- 
tification and appreciation courses. Most 
of the major operators schedule small 
boat specialty excursions on a regular or 
per need basis. Photography and video- 
graphy instruction and rentals, custom 
video and photo shoots and print and 
slide developing are also available. One 
operator on the island is offering cenote 
(sinkhole and cavern) diving on Cozumel. 

Safari treks to Aereolito de Paraiso and 
other caverns on Cozumel are scheduled 
on aperiodic basis. Some of these cav- 
erns are reported to be among the most 
dripstone (stalactite and stalagmite) dec- 
orated underwater caves in the world. 
Shallow instructor-guided penetrations 
within sight of the opening are recreation- 
al dives; extended sojourns involve spe- 
cial training and techniques. 

There is anew Enriched Air Nitrox 
Training and Supply Facility on Cozumel. 
This operation, certified and affiliated with 
PADI and IANTD (International Asso- 
ciation of Nitrox and Technical Divers, 
Inc.), provides training and EAN 32, EAN 
36 or custom oxygen enriched mixtures 
of up to 40 percent oxygen to nitrox certi- 
fied divers through operators who host ni- 
trox dive excursions. 


DIVE BOATS AND SCHEDULING 
Having a relatively long dive travel his- 
tory, Cozumel has tried nearly every kind 
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of dive boat imaginable. As diving has be- 
come more modern, faster, sleeker dive- 
specific hulls have come into use. Two 
basic designs for a mid-sized boat are 
now in use—the double hull and the mod- 
ified V-hull. These designs offer greater 
Stability and speed and are found 
throughout Cozumel. Smaller, six pas- 
senger vessels are almost always narrow 


banana shaped vessels manufactured on 


the mainland and powered by twin out- 
boards. A drop-in ladder facilitates board- 
ing on the smaller boats. 

Both mid-sized and six pack boats 
usually carry a minimum of a captain 
and at least one divemaster. Most mod- 
ern fleets have a combination of several 
mid-sized boats and at least one twin 
outboard. (Hint: Dive groups of up to 18 
can usually be assigned to one particu- 
lar boat for the duration of their visit: 
small groups of six or less might well 
consider a small boat for custom diving 
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Aqua Safari's 30th Anniversary Gift 
"Now available for 4 to 7 Nights" 


FIESTA & SAFAKI INN'S 


4 Night Pkg fm $228 to $294 
Incl: 3 Days of 2 Tank Dives 
and 2 One Tank PM Trips. 
Unlimited Air for Bch Tanks 


7 Night Pkg fm $382 to $495 
Incl: 5 Days of 2 Tank dives 
and 4 one tank PM trips 
Unlimited Air for Bch Tanks 


Aqua Safari ............06. Safari Inn ...........+ Fiesta Inn 
5 and 6 Night Pkg Prices on request!!! 


Poseidon Partnership in Quality 
Poseidon Ventures Tours 


800-854-9334 
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excursions. By commissioning a small 
boat, you can generally select the site 
and dive your own plan.) 

Individual divers can walk in and sign 
up at the dive desk the day or evening 
before on a space available basis. A two 
tank morning trip usually departs be- 
tween 8:00 to 9:00 am and around 2:00 
pm for a single or two tank afternoon trip. 

Night dives are offered almost every 
evening. (Hint: Some Cozumel operators 
offer early bird departures to get a jump 
on the diving day.) 


CURRENT DIVING 

While current off Cozumel is to be ex- 
pected, its soeed and direction are not 
always dependable or predictable. This 
calls for a special style of diving on the 
part of both the dive operator and individ- 
ual buddy teams. It also demands a 
greater in-water control of diving groups 
and some flexibility in both site selection 
and dive plan. Planning, awareness and 
practice are the backbone of safe current 
diving technique. 

The current may flow at speeds that 
are often intimidating to the new or inex- 
perienced diver. The flow can even influ- 
ence diving areas very close to shore. As | 
a result, shore dives are often planned 
with separate entry and exit areas. 

These suggestions will help familiarize 
you with current diving technique in 
Cozumel. 

1. If you are new to current diving, noti- 
fy your divemaster. Stick close to your 
buddy and your divemaster during the 
dive and watch for their’signals and sug- 
gestions. 

2. While it is effortless to flow with a 
current, it is often exhausting or futile to 
swim against it. Therefore, the dive pro- 
file, including safe bottom time, should 
reflect this fact. Your divemaster will jump 
in first and check the current—both 
speed and direction. He will then signal 
for the group to enter. Wait until the cap- 
tain gives the signal and enter the water 
as a group without delay. 

3. In current diving, the boat drifts 
along, following the group from above. If 


* INSTRUCTION AVAILABLE AT ALL LEVELS 
* MORNING & AFTERNOON TRIPS 
¢ CUSTOMIZED DIVING 


WE'RE FLEXIBLE AND THE FRIENDLIEST 
AFFILIATED TO: HYPERBARIC CHAMBER TREATMENT 


176 ROSADO SALAS, COZUMEL, Q.ROO 
OPEN 8A.M. TO9P.M. 


PHONE /FAX 987-25454 
INTL : 011-52-987-25454 


CHA CHA CHAS 
DIVE SHOP . 
“MOT WOUR TYPICAL COZUMEL DIVES” 


Custom Dive Trips ¢ Fast Boats 
Bilingual Guides ¢ Personalized Service 


Phone/Fax: 011 52 987 22331 


10% Discount if you mention this ad! 
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it is a glassy calm sea, it is easy to follow 
the exhaust bubbles as they billow on 
the surface. This technique, Known as 
bubble tracking, is dependable under 
the right conditions. Another technique, 
the most popular, involves following a 
colorful surface buoy played out from a 
reel carried by the divemaster. A third 
technique sometimes employed uses a 
staff member snorkeling on the surface 
as a means of tracking the divers below. 
The boat then follows the snorkeler at a 
safe distance. 

4. Any procedure used to track divers 
below is dependent upon the group stay- 
ing together. This places a greater re- 
sponsibility on each individual and buddy 
team. Divers generally must stay within 
sight of the group. With sizable groups, 
there will often be one divemaster leading 
and one at the rear to keep the group to- 
gether. If you are low on air or are termi- 
nating the dive prematurely for any rea- 
son, you must notify the divemaster and 
ascend with your buddy. 

5. The dive briefing performs an impor- 
tant safety function in current diving. In 
addition to a general description of the 
dive area, the divemaster will discuss 
specific procedures and any variations 
from normal technique. 

6. During the dive, practice and experi- 
ment with modifying the current effect. 
Fighting a current for a period of time can 
be exhausting. However, slicing at an an- 
gle into a current is a compromise that al- 
lows you to change position safely. This 
technique, called crabbing, is useful in 
positioning yourself to the reef. Ex- 
perienced divers also learn to “flare out” 
in order to slow forward movement. A 
good trick is to hover in the shadow of a 
large coral head in order to momentarily 
stop all forward progress. 
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ULTIMATE 


DIVE TRAVEL 
A Full Service Dive Travel 
Company specializing in Cozumel, 
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7. Monitor depth and bottom time 
closely. Off Cozumel, the top of the reef or 
the drop-off will vary in depth from site to 
site and will often change during the dive. 
Another phenomenon to watch out for is 
down currents or downdrafts that often 
move you momentarily to greater depths. 
Each buddy team and, in fact, each diver 
is responsible for maintaining a safe dive 
profile. The divemaster may ask you to 
signal when you have reached a minimum 
tank pressure. When the thumbs-up sig- 
nal is given, ascend at a safe rate with 
your group. Often a three or five minute 
safety stop is planned at 10 feet. 

8, Once you are on the surface, locate 


your boat and signal a single arm or dou- 
ble arm OK sign to the boat captain. From 
that point on, try not to turn your back to 
the boat. Face the boat as it approaches 
and wait your turn to board. Approach the 
boat only when the engines are in neutral 
and the captain has signaled you to ap- 
proach. Often, a trailing line or current line 
will be deployed from the boat to retrieve 
returning divers. When it is your turn, en- 
ter the boat without hesitation using the 
technique outlined in the dive briefing. 

9. After the dive is a good time to ask 
any questions regarding procedures. 
Share your thoughts and evaluation with 
your buddy and divemaster. 


COZUMEL * NOCATTLEBOATS * COZUMEL ¢ NO CATTLEBOATS 
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10. Always dive with a margin of safety, 
taking into consideration your experience 
level and the environmental conditions. 

As aresult of these procedures, the is- 
land of Cozumel compares with other 
popular Caribbean dive destinations in 
low accident rates. When accidents do 
occur, it-is almost always the result of 
divers who exceed their level of experi- 
ence or dive in unsafe conditions. Do not 
dive deeper than 90 feet unless you are in 
a special group and this has been 
cleared ahead of time with your operator 
and divemaster. 


POPULAR DIVE SITES 

Cozumel dive sites are always reefs 
and they are often positioned on or close 
to a wall. They are often named for a par- 
ticular formation, on shore or below, but 
their exact locations are often vague. As 
there are no moorings, starting points for 
the dive vary. It is possible to dive the 
same site twice and see a totally different 
section of the reef. Nevertheless, there 
are about 30 named sites that are popu- 
lar and universally known. 

Our site list runs from north to south 
and varies from novice to expert in terms 
of physical and environmental conditions. 

Villa Blanca Reef: A nearshore mini- 


with 


reef with huge sponges and seawhips 
close to a sloping wall; reef fish and some 
pelagics. 

Del Mar Reef: Also a popular shore 
dive, this is a series of patch reefs and a 
small wooden shipwreck, now mostly 
disintegrated. 

La Ceiba Reef and Wreck: One of 
Cozumel’s traditional shore snorkel or 
scuba dives. This is a medium profile reef 
with the scattered remains of an airplane 
wreck (now much modified by current), 
Originally the underwater set for a 
Mexican adventure film. 

Gorgonian Flats: As the name sug- 
gests, this is mostly a low profile reef cov- 
ered with seawhips and fans. 

Paradise Reef: Traditionally Coz- 
umel’s most popular night dive and usual- 
ly the home of several Splendid Toadfish. 
Paradise is a narrow, low profile reef run- 
ning parallel to shore. 

Caleta Reef: A mid-depth reef cut 
leading to the outer wall populated with 
coral fishes. 

Dzul-ha Reef: Here the reef profile 
rises to the outside, forming a chain of 
mini-walls. 

Chankanaab Reef: A series of medi- 
um profile coralheads close to shore; 
harbors reef and schooling fish in 10 to 
30 feet of water. 

Chankanaab Caverns: Beneath the 
limestone matrix of the shoreline is a se- 
ries of caverns often filled with minnows, 
jacks, groupers and Tarpon. 
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Chankanaab Heads: Pinnacles and 
large puffs of coral rise quite abruptly from 
a flat, sand and Turtle Grass bottom. 

Three Palms: An excellent mid-reef 
dive populated by an assortment of coral 
fishes and Southern Stingrays. 

Tormentos Reef: Often divided into 


~an upper, middle and lower section, the 


Tormentos is a very popular mid-reef (60 
foot) dive with heads and ledges beauti- 
fully decorated in colorful sponges. Also 
notable is a good general assortment of 
marine fishes. 

Tormentos Deep: A rather cryptic 
deep site that, with patience, ultimately 
divulges some very colorful niches on 
the wall. 

Punta Tunich: Here you can find 
friendly groupers, lobsters, crabs and eels 
while you drift over a vibrant, colorful reef. 

Yucab Reef: This is a dense, com- 
pact reef formation of abundant and col- 
orful marine life, including groupers, an- 
gelfisn, anemones and crabs. 

San Francisco Reef: This is a popular 
mid-depth reef formation with a drop-off 
that begins in only 25 to 30 feet of water. 

Santa Maria Reef: This reef offers 
good general scenery and a concentra- 
tion of marine life. 

Paso el Cedral: A series of caverns 
and fissures that support abundant ma- 
rine life in a dense, colorful setting. 

Santa Rosa Reef: One of Cozumel’s 
all-time favorites, Santa Rosa is a nearly 
continuous series of tall, narrow coral 
heads bordering a steep, sloping wall. 
There are impressive sponges, colorful 
overhangs and huge tunnels. 

Delilah Reef: A somewhat mysteri- 
ous, difficult to locate site. The general 
area is distinctive, being a reef plateau 
separated by two coral spines. 

(Note: The next seven sites comprise 
the famous Planacar Reef, a magnificent 
and extensive reef system.) 

Palancar Gardens: A beautiful 40 to 
70 foot dive loaded with color and many 
nice caverns. 

Little Caves: A labyrinth of colorful 
Canyons, deep ravines and narrow 
crevices in 50 to 70 feet of water. 












*COZUMEL : 
LUXURIOUS 2BR/2BA WATERFRONT CONDO. 
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PACKAGES. SPECTACULAR! $180/NIGHT. 
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Big Horseshoe Reef: Giant coral 
heads just 20 feet below the surface. 

Shallow Palancar: Lots of color, ma- 
rine life and many narrow winding tunnels. 

Little Horseshoe Reef: Majestic 
coral ridges rise, forming impressive 
canyons, caverns and swim-throughs. 

Palancar Caves: Beautiful canyons, 
tunnels and caverns alive with color and 
marine life. 

Palancar Deep: Pristine, rugged 
corals forming a wall that begins in 90 
feet of water. 

Cedral Wall: A fairly flat but colorful 
reef brimming with marine life in 50 to 90 
feet of water. 

Colombia Reef: Coral pinnacles tow- 
er over an impressive drop-off in 80 feet 
of water. 

Colombia Shallows: Perhaps the 
most pristine shallow dive in Cozumel it is 
a sea garden teeming with marine life in 
15 to 35 feet of water. 

Punta Sur: A comparatively new and 
hot dive site for advanced divers. This is 
an elbow in the outer reef, with deep pin- 
nacles forming incredible swim-throughs, 
including the famed Devil's Throat. 

Chunchacab: This is an expert site 
that is somewhat difficult to locate. It is a 
series of colorful ledges and overhangs 
on a deep wall in 90 to 120 feet of water. 

Maracaibo Reef: A deep reef and ad- 
jacent wall decorated with sponges. Too 
deep for recreational diving as the wall 
begins 100 feet or deeper. 

Maracaibo Shallows: A misnomer, 
this is an area of medium profile coral 
heads just inside Maracaibo Reef, in 90 
feet of water, that often harbors turtles 
and huge Barracuda. 

Lighthouse Reef: A steep drop-off 
more than 100 feet deep and bathed in 
confusing currents. Stay inside at huge 
coral heads in 80 to 90 feet of water. 


TRAVELING AND ARRIVAL 

Mexicana, the national carrier, provides 
the most popular daily service to Coz- 
umel or Cancun/Cozumel from several 
U.S. gateways. 

You are required to have a U.S. passport 
to enter Mexico. The Cozumel Airport is a 
modern, practical facility and immigration, 
baggage and customs are both speedy 
and efficient. If ground transportation pass- 
es are not included in your travel package, 
there is a booth just outside customs for a 
transportation ticket. Airport vans are used 
for transfer to your hotel. If you are planning 
to rent a car or scooter on the island, you 


COZUMEL’S ONLY FULL SERVICE PHOTO-VIDEO FACILITY! 
© NIKONOS PHOTO CENTER @ 
e SEA & SEA PRO RENTAL CENTERe 
© U/W Camera & Video System Rentals 
© School of U/W Photography & Videography 
© Full Service Photo Lab-Custom E-6 and Prints 


ISLAND 
PHOTO-VIDEO 


© Emergency Camera Repair 
© Custom Video Productions 
CENTER © Photo Gallery and Stock Slide Sales 
COZUMEL,MEXICO Film, Batteries & Photo Accessories 
Located at the entrance to La Ceiba Hotel 
011-52-987-2-03-79 ext. 101 
011-52-987-2-00-65 fax 
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will need to bring your driver’s license. The 
new peso, at press time, is 8.45 pesos to 
one U.S. dollar. Banks, hotel and gift shops 
all change dollars at slight variations in rate. 
Prices on Cozumel are generally moderate 
and reasonable. A $12 U.S. departure tax 
is paid when you leave the country. 


THINGS TO DO ON COZUMEL 
The island’s rural-town atmosphere 


belies the fact that Cozumel’s shopping, 
restaurants and party life are among the 
very best of any popular dive destination. 
There are currently more than 100 
restaurants and more than 200 gift 
shops. Your hotelier or dive operator can 
make recommendations of those most 
worth your attention. Shopping offers the 
standard souvenirs, such as T-shirts and 
tropical items, as well as Mexican blan- 
kets, ceramics, silver, jewelry, wood 
Crafts, clothing, paintings, sculpture, fur- 
niture and more. Hotel related activities 
can be centered around alternative wa- 
tersports, rest and relaxation and various 
island tours. There is a very nice museum 
in San Miguel with professional displays 
that depict the island’s natural assets, 
history and cultural heritage. There are 
several small Maya sites to visit, the most 
extensive being San Gervasio approxi- 
mately in the middle of the island just off 
the cross-island road. The opposite, 
windward side of Cozumel presents 
some beautiful, nearly deserted beaches 
and wilderness settings. 


THINGS TO DO OFF ISLAND 

The Cozumel Ferry, actually a series 
of 90 to 110 foot passenger vessels that 
leave from the main dock in town, cross 
from Cozumel to the mainland all day, 
leaving every half hour. Playa del 
Carmen is the landing on the Yucatan— 
a town only slightly smaller than San 
Miguel in size and shops. The coastal 
road takes you toward Cancun, about a 
40 minute drive away. The road south 
takes you to Xelha Lagoon and the Maya 
sites of Tulum, on the Caribbean, and 
Coba, in the jungled interior. All of this 
can be packaged for you in a day tour 
from your hotel travel desk. Also avail- 
able is a land or air tour to the magnifi- 
cent major Maya site of Chichen Itza on 
the mainland. == 


Only Fools Stretch 
the Rules 


¢Hotel/Dive Packages * Small groups 

e Private Tours ¢ Certification (all levels) 
FREE Night Dive, FREE U/W Camera and 
U/W Video Rental. Ask for details. 

lOLURY EO) IVARE. Sy RIAU!) 

FAX : 713-859-7720 

COZUMEL : 011-52-987-22610 

FAX :011-52-987-21340 

Or come see us at the International Pier. 
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ISLAND 
DREAMS 


TOURS & TRAVEL 






COZUMEL-Aqua Safari’s 


30th Anniversary Special 





FIESTA INN - Quality lodging, just one-mile south of 
town with a beautiful pool and it’s own beach club. 
Fiesta Inn’s new pier now allows Aqua Safari's dive 
boats to pick-up right from Fiesta Inn’s beach club. 
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SOL CARIBE New All-Inclusive - Oceanview room, 
beautiful beach, pool and gardens and a package that 
includes lodging, all your meals, even alcoholic beverages. 
Aqua Safari picks you up from Sol Caribe’s pier. 


ae sae 
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Aqua Safari's Super 
30th Anniversary Specials include: 


Lodging, hotel tax and diving with AQUA SAFARI, 
serving Cozumel divers for 30 years! Boat trips include 
divemaster, tanks, weights, belt, soft drinks and 
welcome shore tank for your check-out dive. On all boat 
diving days, enjoy complimentary beach tanks from 
either of Aqua Safari’s full service shops. BONUS: 
FREE afternoon one-tank boat dives to Paradise Reef. 


Prices subject to change. 
FIESTA INN - Quality Hotel Diver 
4nights lodging/3daysdiving $326 
7 nights lodging/5 daysdiving $557 
SOL CARIBE - All-Inclusive 
4 nights lodging / 3 days diving 
7 nights lodging / 5 days diving 


$410 
$705 


Non-diver 
$176 
$307 


$260 
$455 


Kim Ken Jolene Lisa Mina 


Call us TOLL FREE and SAVE 


(800) 346-6116 


(713) 973-9300 Fax (713) 973-8585 
E-mail: info@islandream.com 
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Bonaire’s Total Activity Center 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY BILL GLEASON AND STEPHEN FRINK 


he story of Bonaire and just about 

any resort on it revolves around the 
underwater world. Indeed, how this 
small island managed not only to com- 
pete with larger islands but establish it- 
self as the fifth most popular diving area 
in the world (Source: SDM 1996 Sub- 
scriber Survey) for visitors leaving the 
United States, is a testament to both the 
quality of the diving and the unpreten- 
tious style and charm of the island and its 
12,000 residents. 

If we take for granted lush reefs, plen- 
tiful marine life and competent dive op- 
erators, Bonaire, of course, has two 
things going for it that almost no other 
diving island has: 

GOOD WEATHER: In the last five years, 
only two diving days have been sacri- 
ficed to the weather! Think of it—out of 
the last 1,827 days, Bonaire was unable 
to put divers in the water on only two. 
Talk about a guaranteed diving vacation! 
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CALM, CURRENT FREE SEAS: [here is an 
almost complete absence of current or 
rough water conditions, making the is- 
land perfect for all levels of divers, novice 
through expert U/W photographer! 

It's no surprise Bonaire developed 
such a reputation for diving excellence. 
However, its fame as a diving paradise 
has a downside; the word got out that 
while diving on Bonaire was, indeed, all it 
was cracked up to be, that was the only 
thing a visitor could do there. All that has 
changed in the last couple of years; today 
there is an expanding list of activities for 
both divers and nondivers of all ages. 
And, it has all been accomplished without 
sacrificing Bonaire’s quintessential laid- 
back style. 

The Sand Dollar Condominium Resort 
and Sand Dollar Dive and Photo lead the 
way on the island in delivering different 
activities for guests. Start with the con- 
dos themselves. Managed more like a 











Above: Adjacent to the dive area is the fa- 
mous Green Parrot Restaurant. Below: 
SSI Platinum Pro staff members: Alvin, 
Jeremy, Leonel, Jopie, Andre and Nolly. 

















hotel (with maid service, front office and 
the like) these modern units all face the 
sea and range in size from studio to three 
bedroom. All are complete with kitchen 
and all are just a quick walk from the 
Dive/Photo Center, the hub of all activity. 
In addition, there’s a perfect restaurant 
called the Green Parrot, right on the wa- 
ter, as well as a small grocery and ice 
cream shop on the road as you enter the 
oroperty. You don’t ever have to leave 
Sand Dollar if you don’t want to. Besides 
the overall quality of the place, you hear 
the same comment again and again, 
“Everything, from the rooms to front of- 
fice, to the Green Parrot, works!” 

The dive center is a well organized and 
laid out operation that consists of retail 
store, gear rental and repair area, large 
classroom, gear storage (30 yards from 
the boat dock), five custom dive boats 
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Above: The Sand Penny Club, Sand 
Dollar’s children’s program, offers a vari- 
ety of snorkeling and topside activites. 
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and a well equipped and staffed photo 
shop. Anything you want, from a snorkel 
holder to quick regulator or camera re- 
pairs, is right at your fingertips. The 
schedule boards for the boats are right 
there, too. Sand Dollar, like many resorts 
on Bonaire, uses the popular “sign up 
system” so you can choose from any of 
14 different boat departures and sites 
every day! In addition, the shore diving 
right in front of Sand Dollar is excellent, 
so just grab a tank, hop off the dock and 
you're just a two minute swim from the 
drop-off. There’s also a sandy terrace 
between the resort and the drop-off, a 
perfect natural teaching area for a full 
range of courses. 

Its staff sets Sand Dollar apart from 
nearly all resorts in the Caribbean. As you 
pass the classroom, you’ll see intro 
courses being taught as well as basic and 


sand Dollar 
Dive 
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Elephant Ear Sponge, one of the more col- 
orful sights on Bonaire’s lush reefs. Below 
left: Free buoyancy control workshops are 
offered to all guests; photo buoyancy, too. 


advanced photo courses and a full range 
of specialties. These are usually small 
classes, with just a few participants, and 
you get all the personal attention you re- 
quire. Sand Dollar is also unique in that it 
can boast six full-time SSI Platinum Pros 
on its staff. This lifetime recognition award 
is given to diving professionals by Scuba 
Schools International (SSI), a leading cer- 
tification agency. The requirements: 
5,000 or more lifetime dives. Talk about 
experience! Congratulations to Sand 
Dollar’s SSI Pros: Alvin Clemencia, Nolly 
Thode, Andre Nahr, Leonel Martijn, Jopie 
Domacasse and Jeremy Jansen. You will 
usually look for Andre (owner) and Leonel 
(manager) topside, you'll find Jeremy, 
Alvin, Nolly and Jopie on.your boats and 
teaching every day! 

Sand Dollar Dive and Photo is easily 
one of the top ten dive resorts in the 


world and, perhaps, the top five! It pro- 
vides diving guests with a guaranteed 
high level of service but that’s what you 
expect when you plunk down a credit 
card for a diving vacation. And, it’s what 
we’ve come to expect from Bonaire, as 
well. But what do nondivers (as families 
grow, an increasingly important aspect 
of any vacation) do? And what do divers 
do when they’re not diving? 

Previously, nondiving activities were 
limited to island tours (not bad but this is 
not a big place), going out to dinner in 
Kralendijk (good news—besides those in 
hotels, there are now more than 40 dif- 
ferent restaurants to choose from, many 
quite good) or going to Washington Park 
(the nature preserve that covers the en- 
tire northern third of the island). Not so 
anymore. While these activities are still 
available, take a look at the rundown of 
things to do at Sand Dollar: 

GUIDED SNORKELING: In April, 1996, 
Sand Dollar kicked off its Bonaire Guided 
Snorkeling Program and offers visitors 
daily guided snorkeling trips. The trip is a 
combination of a one-half hour slide show 
(12 different shows) and a boat trip to the 
sites described in it. You get to learn 
about the reef before you ever get there. 
Try Fish |.D., The Coral Reef, Corals and 
Intro to Marine Invertebrates. Feeling ad- 
venturous? Try night snorkeling under the 
careful supervision of specially trained 
Bonaire snorkel guides. And, both divers 
and snorkelers should try atrip to the 
mangroves and explore an integral part of 
Bonaire’s marine ecosystem. 

While the Guided Snorkeling Program 
is open to folks of all ages, members of 
the ten and under set might prefer Sand 
Dollar's Sand Penny Club, where super- 
vised pool, snorkeling and crafts are also 
conducted on a daily basis. Most of 
these activities are timed so mom and 
dad can sneak away for a boat dive dur- 
ing the morning; perhaps joining the kids 
on a guided snorkel in the afternoon! 

GUIDED BIKING: You can have a moun- 
tain bike delivered and take part ina 
Guided Biking tour. There’s now a trail 
on the northern side of the island and 
tours are arranged for the skill and stami- 
na of the riders. You can ride hard or just 
tour, depending on your preference. 

KAYAKING: You also might want to 
grab a kayak and explore parts of the is- 
land that can’t be reached by any other 
means. Free introductions to the kayaks 
are offered at Sand Dollar. Since these 
kayaks are specifically designed for 
ocean touring, you'll find them stable and 
easy to maneuver after just one try! 

NATURE WALKS AND MORE: [here's also 
a resident naturalist on site at Sand 
Dollar who conducts nature walks, 
snorkeling trios and birdwatching tours. 
Don’t knock it till you’ve tried it. Finding 


(Continued on Page 158) 
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Above: A diver tries to keep pace with a 
normally reclusive Hawksbill Turtle in 
the warm, clear water near Big Tunnels. 
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Grand Cayman 
To The Max! 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY WALT STEARNS 


hen Parrots Landing came up 

with its Cayman to the Max pack- 
age in 1995, | thought surely the poor 
souls in the accounting and marketing 
departments had burst their overpres- 
sure relief discs. After all, offering an in- 
expensive vacation package that in- 
cludes every Parrots Landing dive option 
(they are numerous) sounds crazy! But 
then again, that is what Parrots Landing 
is all about. And, if you didn’t take ad- 
vantage of that package last year, guess 
what? It’s back! 

Rapidly becoming a Parrots Landing 
signature, Cayman to the Max appeals 
to hardcore divers. This year, the pro- 
gram will begin September 5, running 
through December 15 (with the excep- 
tion of Pirates Week, October 25 to 31, 


~ and Thanksgiving, November 25 to 30). 


The Max plan is based on a choice of 
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Above: Interacting with tame Southern 
Stingrays at Sandbar is one of the most ex- 
hilarating and unique experiences in diving. 








packages, ranging from a short, three 
night option to a seven night arrange- 
ment. Included is round trip airfare from 
Miami, all ground transfers, your choice 
of accommodations (hotel taxes and 
gratuities are included) at either Coconut 
Harbour, Seaview Hotel (right next door 
to Parrots Landing) or the Sleep Inn (be- 
tween Seven Mile Beach and George 
Town) and, of course, the most impor- 
tant element in a dive vacation, the div- 
ing. If you enjoy diving as much as | do, 
this is where it gets interesting. 

Following arrival on Grand Cayman 
and check-in at your hotel, your diving 
will begin at 1:00 pm with a two tank 
double shallow boat dive on the West 
Wall or, if you prefer, a shore dive at 
Coconut Harbour, the Seaview Hotel or 
Parrots Landing headquarters. 

Parrots Landing is known for offering 
one of the most progressive dive pro- 
grams on the island, Parrot’s Pick. 
Besides the morning two tank wall/reef 
dives on West and North Wall offered by 
most Grand Cayman operations, Parrots 
Pick includes a two tank afternoon, dou- 
ble shallow boat dive on the West Wall; an 
afternoon one tank Stingray City trip; and 
a one tank boat night dive (Tuesdays and 
Fridays). Its large fleet of dive boats (eight) 
allows Parrots Landing to offer trips that 
meet the needs of a variety of divers, from 
novice to advanced. 

For the more experienced, another 








Parrots Pick offering is the Advanced 
Boat program. This includes a dedicated 
vessel reserved for divers who use com- 
puters to maximize bottom times on two 
and three multi-level dives. This program 
also allows more latitude for exploring a 
given site. 

In atypical two tank, morning Ad- 
vanced Boat option, guests might start off 
on asite of their choice, such as Big 
Tunnels. Afterward, the group can either 
move to another location, such as 
Orange Canyon for the second wall dive 
or stay right where they are. The primary 
aim of the two tank Advanced Boat is to 
provide two morning deep dives on either 
the West or South Walls (the group makes 
the choice). 

For even greater range, the three tank 
excursion in the Advanced Boat pro- 
gram, offered every Friday and Sunday 
(also available for group charters), gives 
guests the option of two wall/deep dives 
and a third shallow dive. Nearly an all day 
affair, the trio can include both a North 
and West Wall combination or a West 
and South Wall selection (weather per- 
mitting). In addition to three great dives 
on your own choice of sites, you'll be 
served a tasty lunch. 

The only stipulation to the Advanced 
Boat program is that you act in a respon- 
sible manner, not exceeding the Cayman 
Islands Watersports Operators Associ- 
ation’s prescribed maximum depth of 


provides both a boat docking 
area and easy shore diving. 





Parrots Landing headquarters 





110 feet and not going into decompres- 
sion and/or doing sawtooth profiles. In 
addition, participants must have a dive 
computer and understand its use. For 
those needing a computer, Parrots 
Landing carries several computers in its 
rental program, which also includes an 
orientation. 

Under normal arrangements the up- 
grade fees for both options typically run 
$5 for the two tank and $39 for the three 
tank trio. However, for divers in the 
Cayman to the Max package, the 
Advanced Boat option is even sweeter. 
Parrots Landing has dropped the $5 up- 
grade fee for the two tank option and 
made the fee for the three tank option a 
mere $15. If you’re into quality diving, 
what’s $15, particularly if you are plan- 
ning on eating lunch on the water? 

With the Cayman to the Max program, 
guests are encouraged to take full ad- 
vantage of any and all parts of Parrots 
Pick. For example, a one day itinerary 
could start off with a morning wall/reef 
trip to North Wall, hitting such sites as 
Tarpon Alley, Eagle Ray Pass or 
Lemon Drop-off and finishing witha 
shallower dive such as the top portion of 
Gail’s Mountain or Lemon Reef. At 
1:00 pm, the menu shifts to a two tank 
double shallow trip to the West Wall, hit- 
ting choice spots such as Bonnie’s 
Arch, the Doc Polson or Aquarium. 
For those with the fortitude and bottom 


GRAND CAYMAN 


British West Indies 
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Finally, a resort that has it all... 
The Plaza Resort 


Bonaire s 5 Star Dive Resort 


Brand new 5 star resort with 224 luxurious suites and villas, a complete dive shop and 


watersports facility, 2 restaurants/3 bars, shops, activities desle, mini-market, rental center 
(with cars, scooters and Boston whalers) and a beautiful beach. 


Air Aruba offers direct 
service from Newark, 
Baltimore, Tampa & Miami 
plus most U.S. cities with 


: oa. : ‘ " es our partner 
‘ : _ US Air. 
For reservations © information call: Y 
1-800-766-6016 “™ 


Fax: 617-821-1568 2 Tel: 61 7-821-1012 


aS ee Group Rates Available 


A LIMITED OFFER. : 


*Certain Restrictions Apply, Not 
Valid With Any Other Offer. 
Minimum 5 Night Stay. 


© AD/SD 1996 
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PARROTS LANDING 


time, a night dive at Armchair Reef or the 
Balboa Wreck could wrap up the day 
nicely. On day two (minus the night boat 
dive) do it all over again or take part in the 
three tank Advanced Boat program. If that 
still isn't enough, Parrots Landing provides 
free use of Its tanks for shore diving, day or 
night. Essentially, you can dive, dive, dive 
until your fins fall off! 

Besides the usual amenities, such as 
plenty of fresh drinking water, a freshwa- 
ter camera rinse tank, marine head (on 
the larger boats), freshwater shower and 
orange slices after the dive, the staff’s 
good nature adds to the casual am- 
biance, which amounts to a custom 
made diving experience. 

With this in mind, late risers be warned. 
Parrots Landing prefers to get a jump on 
the competition for the choicer spots on 
the walls by leaving the dock early; 8:00 
am from Parrots Landing and 8:30 am 
from Governor’s Harbour. While some 
might consider this an “ungodly” hour, it 
provides a significant benefit for underwa- 
ter photographers and fishwatchers. 
Namely, catching some of the reef’s more 
reclusive creatures, such as sea turtles 
and sleeping Nurse Sharks, before they 
leave the scene to avoid divers. 

The seven night package, which offers 
six days of diving, can add up to a whop- 
ping 26 dives. That’s a lot diving! 
Especially when it costs just $925 (only 
$26 more than last year). A typical one 
week package elsewhere, for roughly the 
same price, may only consist of accom- 
modations, a daily two tank morning 
boat dive and perhaps, air fare. 

If a seven day trip is too long for you, 
opt for the shorter four day/three night 
version, with two full diving days—this 
encompasses Parrots Pick, airfare, ac- 
commodations and diving for $525. With 
this option you can rack up eight to nine 
(including one night) boat dives. 

Making an afternoon visit to Stingray 
City or Sandbar is a logical choice if 
you're scheduled to fly home the next 
morning or early afternoon. Besides being 
only 12 feet deep, these two sites are 
among the only places on earth where 
divers can interact with unusually tame 
Southern Stingrays. Presently, there are 
an estimated 100 plus rays roaming the 
sites stretching from Stingray City to 
Sandbar, including Amazing Rays and 
Stingray Alley in between. 

Accommodations are based on dou- 
ble occupancy, with the Coconut 
Harbour option only available with the 
seven night package. Both Coconut 
Harbour and the Seaview Hotel have 
shore diving on the premises. 

(Continued on Page 137) 
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Grand Bahama Island offers myriad adventures both under and abov 

water. Discover authentic Bahamian villages, snorkel along miles of shalto 

elkhorn coral reef, picnic at a quiet sand beach at scenic Peterson's Cay. or enjoy 
the ample creature comforts of soectacular casinos and resort hotels found here at ~ 
this tropical wonderland. 





Unlike anywhere else in the world, Grand Bahama Island provides the opportunity fo interact 
with the Atlantic bottlenose dolphin in several ways. The Dolphin Experience offers a “Close 
Encounter” perfect for the whole family. Take a short boat ride to Sanctuary Bay and visit the 
home of a pod of these gentle marine mammals. Here you learn about, and even touch these 
dolphins, as you wade in waist-deep water along a specially constructed viewing dock. Or, sign 
up for the Assistant Trainer Program, an unforgettable, day long, experience where you meet 
the dolphins face-to-face in interactive learning sessions, both in and out of the water. 


The incredible Dolphin Dive is a special program of Freeport’s Underwater Explorer Society 
(UNEXSO). An open-ocean dive to a shallow coral reef takes divers into the colorful splendor of 
the dolphin‘s natural habitat. Divers are treated to an amazingly close encounter that is both 
educational and inspirational. 


For those who have dreamed of exploring the wonders of the deep but don’t yet have diving 
skills, welcome to DeepStar, Freeport’s newest “Jules Verne” adventure. You'll follow in Captain 
Nemo’s footsteps aboard the world’s first real submarine designed with a completely 
transparent hull for maximum visibility. Let DeepStar take you on an enchanting voyage of 
discovery 100 feet below the surface, all in perfect comfort and safety. The radiant colors of the 
coral reef are revealed as Grand Bahama’s bountiful marine life parades by. 


UNEXSO also offers the ultimate adventure...the Grand Bahama 


Shark Dive. Here you'll come fin-to-fin with the powerful, awe 
inspiring apex predator, the Caribbean Reef Shark. Pioneered UNDERWATER 
by UNEXSO, this is the most captivating and unforgettable EXPLORERS/ SOCIETY 






underwater experience available to the scuba diver anywhere. 





U N E X S O 


call for air/hotel/diving ! 
800-992-DIVE or 954-351-9889 
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*April 7 thru December 15, 1996 








Fly/Dive Vacations Include: 
CN ielarsjne)oM Mele acelnmlomstoee)urs\e mille la lncm\ Ts] 
Laker Airways 
e Superior Accommodations at the 
Bahamas Princess Resort and Casino 
e Transfers and Baggage handling 
e Advance hotel registration 
(except Ft. Lauderdale) 


Diving with the famous Underwater 
Explorers Society includes: 
e 4 single tank dives (excluding arrival & 
departure days) 
e Tanks, airfills, weights and belt included 


Vacation Non-stop from: — 


Baltimore, Cincinnati, Cleveland, 
Ft. Lauderdale, Memphis, New York, 
Raleigh/Durham, Richmond 

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS TODAY! 


1-800-992-DIVE 
Prineess Vacations 


The tour division of Princess Hotels International 


UNDERWATER 
EXPLORERS{ SOCIETY 
a 


U N t xX S O 


“Rate per person, db/ occupancy, Country Club superior from 
Memphis. Effective May 17-June 25 and August 20-30. 
Transfers, Hotel, U.S. Govt. taxes and Memphis airport fee 
($47/3 nites) added to payment. $18 Bahamas departure tax 
and airport fee not included. Subject to change, availability 
terms and conditions. Additional rates and dates available 
on request. Prices vary by departure city, length of stay, 

and season. 




















PELICAN BAY 

resort opening in 

July 1996, offers 

the newest 

accommodations 

in Lucaya. Pelican 

Bay blends the 

romance of the 

Caribbean with 

European design 

and Bahamian 

hospitality. Located on the waterfront directly adjacent to the 
Underwater Explorers Society, it offers 48 mini-suites, full 
amenities, a pool, Jacuzzi and pool bar. It is also just a few 


steps away from the shopping and restaurants of Port Lucaya 
Marketplace, as well as the Lucayan Beach Resort & Casino. 
It's location and delightful architecture make Pelican Bay ideal 
for visiting divers. 





Grand Bahama Island 
Diving and Hotel packages 
start at $168* 


—_— 


BOOKTODAY! Apart FREE Dive Certificate 


UNDERWATER 
EXPLORERS4 SOCIETY 


* effective April 7 thru December 21, 1996, prices subject to change 
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a little more than an hour | 
from Miami. — - 


one FREE afternoon or night dive 
for travel between 
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RESORT & CASINO 


Hofel & Dive 
Packages start as 
low as *$414 
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PARROTS LANDING 
(Continued from Page 130) 


If, however, more modern creature 
comforts are a concern, such as having 
color TV with HBO and CNN, the Sleep 
Inn would be the better choice. Just 
north of George Town, a short walking 
distance to both downtown and lower 
Seven Mile Beach, the Sleep Inn’s 115 
room complex is handsomely appointed 
with comfortable, modern amenities. 
Divided among three grades—standard, 
superior and junior suite, all feature wall 
to wall carpeting, queen sized beds, 
large shower stalls, telephone with voice 
message systems, large screen televi- 
sions with built-in alarm clocks/radios 
and really cold air-conditioning. 

A franchise of Choice Hotels Inter- 
national (Comfort, Quality & Clarion Inn 
chain), the Sleep Inn incorporates a highly 
modern, computerized security system, 
using magnetized key cards for each room 
door. For added safety, each room fea- 
tures a mini lockbox for storing personal 
effects. Suites include a sitting area with a 
sleeper sofa and desk, as well as a small 
refrigerator/freezer and microwave oven. 
There is an additional charge for a superior 
suite, whether or not it is part of the 
Cayman to the Max package. 

Outside, Sleep Inn’s two story build- 
ing wraps around a tropical landscaped 
courtyard, with a large swimming pool, 
sundeck and heated hottub. The court- 
yard also features an outdoor bar and 
grill with open air seating beneath large 
blue and white umbrellas. To help 
guests jump start the day, Sleep Inn 
provides fresh coffee and hot chocolate, 
along with raisin or cinnamon bread 
and/or doughnuts, free of charge in the 
lobby area, beginning around 6:30 am. 

Round trip airfare for the Cayman to 
the Max program is based on a Monday 
through Friday departure and return from 





Miami via Cayman Airways. In addition to 
providing three daily departures from 
Miami, Cayman Airways also offers sev- 
eral direct flights from Atlanta, Houston, 
Tampa and Orlando every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. The Max pack- 
age also covers these gateway cities for 
an additional charge of $35 for depar- 
tures from both Tampa and Orlando and 
$135 from Houston and Atlanta. There is 
an additional fee applied to weekend de- 
partures and/or returns as well. Even so, 
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GRAND CAYMAN, 


UNLIMITED 
| DIVING! 


If you're going on vacation to dive, don't 
let a limited bi top you. Dive as much 
as you like -\ n the . af limits, 

of course ~ b alot of money! 





























Unlimited Costif | Savings 


Diving Full Price* 
Package 
3 days diving $200 $360 $160 
4 days diving $265 $480 $215 
5 days diving $330 $600 $270 
6 days diving $400 $720 $320 


*For one 2-tank a.m. dive and one 2-tank p.m. dive 


“Siect | -8O00-8 72-7552 


For complete vacation planning, including Air & Accommodations 


FAX 809-949-7125 Some restrictions apply, holiday weeks excluded. 
Must be pre-booked and pre-paid. Offer valid through August 15, 1996. 
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= PDIC international 
R= P.O. Box 3633 
Make sport diving your career, Sarid, PA 18505 
Become a PDIC Scuba Instructor! 
PDIC International has been 
teaching and developing high 
quality standardized instruction for 
over thirty years, worldwide. PDIC trained students are confident, ‘skilled and 
have Tun in the water. 


© PDIC will help you make a profit from teaching. You can call 


1995 





ast | 
2 ge) and talk to our director Ve for advice or help in solving 
2 ——— problems. Write or Gallll to begin a new and exciting career! 
Le ee a a ee ee ee Se 
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SPORTS DIVER’S TIPS 


Autographed & Laminated Photo of Diver Bob With Sport 
Diver's Tips. Suitable for framing or packing with gear. Send 
$20 check or money order to: Diver Bob, PO. Box 171943, 
Arlington, TX 76003-1943 or call 1-800-639-1003. 
Deliveries will be prompt. Please indicate whom this 
autograph will be going to if other than person ordering. 
Texas residents please add 8.25% sales tax. 


THE FIRESIDE DIVER 


Cozy up with world renowned divers as 











RINDSIDS 


they share their favorite diving anecdotes ee 


and experiences in this extremely 

popular, often requested and highly 

entertaining anthology. Compiled 

and edited by Bonnie J. Cardone, 

SKIN DIVER’s executive editor, these 
stories include tales ranging from unique encounters with 
Giant Squid to being shipwrecked on a deserted island. 


The Fireside Diver is available at dive shops or through 
Aqua Quest Publications at (800) 933-8989. 


The price is $14.95 plus $4 postage and handling. 


= | CITIES UNDER 
|| THE SEA 


. | Jean-Michel Cousteau transports you 
| j toaspectacular undersea “city” of 
|_| coral reefs to see creatures you may 
never encounter in your scuba 

| | adventures. You will learn about 

| { these animals and plants—and understand 7h this 

| | perfectly balanced ecosystem works. Over 700 

|| original photographs and 90 minutes of video make 
_a | this an experience you'll not soon forget! 
|_| Windows CD-ROM MSRP: $49.95 

. | CITIES UNDER THE SEA is available at dive shops and 
| 1 software retailers, or call Enteractive at 800-591-6100. 


(co Down on a Wreck & Have Some Fun! 


The video that effectively captures all 

the excitement, adventure and 

mystery of wreck diving that you have 

been requesting. Shot on location in 

Bermuda, Wreck Diving features the same high- 
caliber videography you've come to expect from 
PADI. Visit us on the world wide web at 
http://www.padi.com for the location of a PADI 
dive center nearest you. 














e@ |}HE INFORMATION 


e SOURCE FOR DIVERS 


Me? A Commercial Diver? 
Cc ital: | Fest Ne, e hHiec WTIONS 


ENCYCLGPERRA OF FISHES: Tan be one this 
magnificently illustrated book with more than 200 full 


ie ford color photographs of 200,000 species. Great gift 


r divers, aquarium owners, and fish enthusiasts! 
-800-321-5068. ISB -5476604 $34.95 


Be the intricacies and secrets of a underwater 


hotography as revealed by leading expert 
WON DERS OF stephen Frink. 
With this book 

fe you'll know where to go, 
REEF what gear to bring and 

the most appropriate 

techniques for capturing elusive sea 
creatures or elegant sea flora.Wonders 

of the Reef: Diving With a Camera 

contains 125 photographs and is available in 


hardcover for $39.95 plus $6 for shipping and 
handling. For information,contact Waterhouse at 


(800) 272-9122 or fax (305) 451-5147 


Interactive Marine Life ID Guides 
| and Encyclopedias » 

| on CD-ROM! 

q Fishes of the Caribbean 2.0 

i Fishes of the Red Sea 

i The World of Sharks 

; The World of Whales & dolphins 


Only $45 each! 


Tel: (809) 949-8327 Fax: (809) 949-8427 


FISHEYE VIEW CAM ¢ LIVING REEF THEATRES 
FISHEYE VIEW INNERSPACE CD-ROMs 
FISHEYE VIEW MPEG CDs * 800-762-2877 


LOOK FOR 


MONTHLY TO FIND 
THE LATEST 
INFORMATION 


LEAP 





‘SOURCES AVAILABLE 


TO DIVERS TODAY 


To place your ad in 
Skin Diver’s InfoNet Section 
call (213) 782-2245 or fax (213) 782-2556 


1 underwater guide book and is available for $35 plus $2.50 
shipping. Call (415) 434-3400 for ordering information 


q reefs and get to know its splendid 

4 inhabitants through the photography 
a of Susan Swygert, Dos Winkel and 

q Jerry Schnabel. Written by Swygert. 
7 the text gives the reader an overview 
q Of Bonaire, its reefs and creatures in 
q English, Dutch and German. 


QUANTUM i 


CORAL KINGDOMS 


1 The world’s most sumptuous reefs and their exotic inhabitants, 


as photographed by noted U/W photographer and 
adventurer Carl Roessler, emerge from the page in 
a vibrant kaleidoscope of exquisite color. Coral Kingdoms, 
hardcover, 216 pages, 250 color photos, is the ultimate 


Watercolours 
Bonai 2 





Watercolours Bonaire is a 10 1/2 by 10 1/2 hardcover 


book with more than 125 color photos. It is available 
4 through Helix for $59.50, including UPS anywhere in the 
4 continental U.S. 


Call (800) 33-HELIX for more information. 


|| OCEAN REEFS NATURE'S | 
|| RICHEST DOMAIN VOL. 1 


| 1 800+ images and 8 albums identify over 400 

| 1 species of Marine Fish and Hard and Soft Corals 
| | from the World’s Tropical Pacific Oceans. All 

| | species identified with common and scientific 

| | names, origin, size and special notes of interest 
| | for the diving or aquarium enthusiast. IBM ay 
| | PC/WINDOWS. Order No. CD-400. Only $29.95 | 
p) Se2-D Publishing, P.O Box 31545 SMB, Grand Cayman, BW! | Dene oly MACE-CD Publishing, ne | 
| | 427 South Hindry Ave., Inglewood, CA 90301 


E-mail: daved@candw.ky On the Web: http:/Awww.sea-d.com } | 


AAU Re] a .COM/|, 





MEquipment Mainten. Pro Version also has 
MTax Accounting 
MClass Management 


; MInvoicing & Bulk Mail 
Brochures Available only $129.00 


1800 DIVE LOG _ seawolff@interport.net 
Ahad eM /AY AW AWA al (=14 0\0)a @a[=1¢ fot1-T-\W7e) Lid 





$49 in the US. 
$10.00 Demo 

















PARROTS LANDING 


when you add everything up, it still 
comes out a pretty sweet deal! 

Even if you've already made your hotel 
and airline reservations, give Parrots 
Landing a call. The diving portion of the 
Cayman to the Max package can still be 
worked into your plans. For groups of 
four traveling together, a condo on 
Seven Mile Beach (based on availability) 
can be arranged in place of two rooms at 
the three participating hotels. 

Parrots Landing reservations center can 
be reached by calling (800) 448-0428 or 
(809) 949-0294; fax (809) 949-0294. =# 


MARTY SNYDERMAN 
AND TOM CAMPBELL AT 
DIVE SOUTH OCEAN 


Emmy award winning photographer 
and cinematographer Marty Snyderman 
and award winning photographer Tom 
Campbell will be hosting four separate 
one week photography and videography 
classes at Stuart Cove’s Dive South 
Ocean during June 1996. 

Each one week class will offer instruc- 
tion for both photographers and videog- 
raphers. The schedule includes class- 
room presentations, shooting tips from 
Marty and Tom during your dives and 
post dive reviews of the day’s shots. The 
week long class will begin with basic 
skills, with each day building upon the 
previous day’s experiences. 

The week culminates with two days of 
Stuart Cove’s Shark Adventure dives. On 
shark diving days students will study the 
sharks in both their natural environment 
and during action packed feeding dives; 
specially trained feeders will help position 
the sharks in front of the camera lens. 

Space is limited to 30 students per 
week. Classes will receive dedicated boats 
to ensure photographic needs will be met. 

Fin Photo, Nassau’s first full service un- 
derwater photography and video service 
center, will host the programs. On the Dive 
South Ocean property, Fin Photo offers 
exclusive service to Dive South Ocean’s 
guests, including twice daily E-6 film pro- 
cessing, Cibachrome prints, light tables for 
previewing the day’s work and charging 
stations. Videographers can preview the 
day’s shots, use an edit suite to polish Hi-8 
tapes and make VHS dubs. 

The four, one week classes will be June 
1 to 8, June 8 to 15, June 15 to 22 and 
June 22 to 29. Packages include six days 
of diving, seven nights’ single or double ac- 
commodations, continental breakfast 
each day and six lunches. Call Stuart 
Cove’s at (800) 879-9832 for reservations, 
additional information or to request a 
brochure. = 
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between his teeth and Psycho the five foot Barra- 
cuda snatches it away with lightning quickness. 





TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY STEPHEN FRINK 


D ivers enroll in instructor certification 
programs for a number of reasons. 
Some may wish to improve their own 
proficiency and knowledge. Some may 
wish to teach now and then as indepen- 
dent instructors using a neighbor’s pool. 
some may do it simply for ego gratifica- 
tion. And then there are those who see a 
serious, fulltime career evolving from 
greater immersion in the dive industry. 
For those more motivated individuals, in- 
structor certification via the Young Men’s 
Christian Association (YMCA) is an excel- 
lent choice. 

There are 1,700 YMCAs scattered 
throughout the United States, each of 
which requires its scuba instructors to be 
certified through a YMCA program. This 
is a huge pool of potential employment 
opportunity, especially for those who feel 
more comfortable living in the U.S. rather 
than relocating to a foreign country. 
While the demand for YMCA instructors 
continues to rise, there remains but one 
fulltime YMCA instructor college in the 
United States, fortuitously in the dive 
Mecca of Key Largo, Florida. Only at 
Captain Slate’s Atlantis Dive Center can 
instructor candidates lay the foundation 
for their future career in a tropical par- 
adise within the context of a busy dive re- 
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sort. And, since Captain Spencer Slate 
has been the National Chairman of the 
YMCA scuba programs for the past 14 
years, candidates can be assured of a 
top quality education and the best possi- 
ble job placement following graduation. 

Captain Slate has become a colorful 
icon of the dive industry. He has been 
pictured larger than life on the covers of 
dive magazines holding a Ballyhoo be- 
tween his clenched teeth while a fear- 
some Barracuda swoops by just inches 
away (see SKIN DIVER Magazine, March 
1995). But, beneath that flamboyant ex- 
terior is a responsible businessman who 
is president of the local Chamber of 
Commerce and an experienced dive op- 
erator who has brought Atlantis Dive 
Center from a small shop with a single six 
passenger boat in 1978 to its present 
status as one of the largest charter dive 
operations in the country. For potential 
YMCA instructors, graduating from 
Captain Slate’s Atlantis Dive Center 
Instructor Institute of Key Largo means 
both credibility and prestige. 

Instruction has always been a big part 
of what Atlantis offered the recreational 
scuba diver. With certification programs 
in place featuring YMCA, PADI, NAUI, 
NASDS, NASE, IANTD, ACUC, DAN and 











CMAS, Atlantis is a veritable alphabet of 
expertise. In any of these disciplines, in- 
struction is available from a basic level 
though specialties and all the way to as- 
sistant instructor. Specialties are espe- 
Clally popular and include wreck, boat 
and night diving, YMCA nitrox diver, 
search and recovery specialist, equip- 
ment specialist, underwater photogra- 
phy and reef fish identification. At the in- 
structor level, the YMCA program fea- 
tures two complete institutes per month, 
with classes guaranteed. That means if 
you Call Slate and need to take a YMCA 
instructor class in October, no problem. 
You can be enrolled even in the unlikely 
event you are the only student. Classes 
do tend to be small, however, so the level 
of personalized attention is very high and 
placement is pursued very aggressively. 
There are three basic phases to the 
YMCA instructor program. In Phase One, 
which takes three days, students take the 
SLAM (Scuba Lifesaving Accident 
Management) course, the prerequisite for 
all leadership courses. For those entering 
the YMCA program from other certifying 
agencies, the SLAM crossover is a one 
day course. In Phase Two, an additional 
three day course confers assistant in- 
structor status. These two modules can 


be completed either directly preceding 
the instructor course or taken separately 
as the schedule allows. Of course, the 
grand finale is Phase Three, the instructor 
course. Candidates arriving with at least 
50 logged dives, 15 hours of lecture ex- 
perience, 18 hours of in-water teaching 
experience, having assisted with three 
complete checkout dives and having pre- 
pared both classroom and pool teaching 
outlines (these will have occurred during 
Phase Two) can then become YMCA in- 
structors in as little as four days. To learn 
more about the program, call (800) 331- 
DIVE and ask for course director Skip 
Dawson. Skip is an enthusiastic diver 
with more than 600 dives logged on the 
U.S. Coast Guard cutter Duane and he’d 
love to chat with you about the YMCA 
programs or provide general details 
about Key Largo diving. 

Despite its burgeoning popularity 
among YMCA instructor candidates, 
Captain Slate’s Atlantis Dive Center is 
most famous as a resort dive operation. 


fani> tei 


Above: Captain Slate’s A-frame wel- 
come center at Mile Marker 106. Below: 
The Howard Johnson Key Largo Resort. 
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/ el eis aia 
eo. KEY LARGO RESO Q The queen of Key Largo’s shipwreck fleet, 
Bs ) the 327 foot U.S. Coast Guard cutter Duane 
provides sensational photo opportunities. 





Slate has worked long and hard to build 
his operation beyond its humble begin- 
nings, adding more and better boats and | a s 
dive infrastructure along the way. The | | - ff (RSanen eet 
small six pack boat is long gone, replaced | : 
by three 42 foot diesel custom dive boats if laa Eg 
and a single 28 footer. All are equipped on ae 
with walk-through transoms, oversized 
dive platforms with extended ladders, 
tank racks, camera rinses and full safety 
equipment. One of the boats, the Coral 
Princess VI, even has glassbottom view- 
ing ports. The addition of the Wreck Diver 
(a 28 foot Commercial Work Boat) to the 
fleet allows Slate to guarantee trips to as 
few as two divers and offer economical 
boat charters to small groups. 

The air delivery system is likewise im- 
pressive. A pair of compressors, 75 and 
30 cubic feet per minute, pump air toa 
40,000 cubic foot bank of compressed Above: Captain Slate’s main shop is conveniently near the north end of Key Largo’s 
air storage bottles. Nitrox fill capabilityis | National Marine Sanctuary for quick, easy access to superb diving adventures. 


Wen? 
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SIMPLY DEPENDABLE 


“T have always said that it 
could never happen to me.” 


To Whom it May Concern: 


] always said it could never happen to me. Well, 
it did. I ran out of air at 75'. During the surface 
interval I swapped tanks. When I turned on the 
valve, my hoses Pe leading me to believe 
I had a full tank of air. My greatest mistake was 
I never looked at the gauge. To my 
» surprise, the second tank was never 
» filled at the dive center. We dropped 
’ down to 75 feet. Everything 
was fine, we were 8 minutes 
into the dive. All of a sudden 
the air stopped sey 
My pressure gauge fell 
limp in my hand, there 
was no air in my tank. 
Thank God I was wear- 

ing my Spare Air. I simp! 

put it in my mouth an 
began to breathe. At 
_ that moment I realized 
| just how precious 
air is. I know Spare 
Air saved me 
from injury or 
a pe death. 
oo ow I will 
not jump in 
SPECIALLY SELECTED BC'S < without it 

NOW AVAILABLE WITH A as 


: nies eo jour 
: 3 raden fF. 
yA 6 

SPARE AIR" POCKET =) Poansk 
Spare Air™ is a totally self contained (2.7 TAL Divemaster 
cu. ft. of air), refillable backup air system Las Testimonial 
that’s small and easy to use. Spare Air™ is a“, #68 

“SIMPLY DEPENDABLE.” “gf 

“Tested and approved by the U.S. Navy. y 


SUBMERSIBLE SYSTEMS, INC. “% 


“The leader in self rescue breathing systems?’ > 
18072 Gothard Street, Huntington Beach, CA 92648 . 
Available at your local dive shop or call (800) 648-3483—(714) 842-6566 

Only those who are properly trained or certified should use or operate life we 
support equipment. ©1995, Submersible Systems, Inc. 3 


SAFETY — 
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LEASH CLIPS ON 
ANYWHERE 





NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS: 


From time to time, w 
products or services to our subscribers in the mail. Requests for this privilege are 
examined with great care, to be sure they will be of interest to our readers. If you 

prefer not to receive such mailings, and want your name in our files only for mailing 
the magazine to your home, please write us, enclosing a current address mailing 

label. Please address your request to: 


PETERSEN PUBLISHING CO., Attn: Carol Clarke, 
6420 Wilshire Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90048-5515 
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CAPTAIN SLATE’S 


available and the storage for all tanks is 
just a few feet from the dive boats. Not 
that it matters to the divers on Slate’s 
boats, they never have to carry their 
tanks anyway. Two tanks will be waiting 
for them on board; the Atlantis crew is al- 
so responsible for unloading and filling 
the tanks for the next day’s charter. 
Captain Slate’s Atlantis Dive Center op- 
erates two dive shops in Key Largo; an A- 
frame welcome center on U.S. 1 at Mile 
Marker 106 and the main shop directly on 
a canal near the north end of the Key 
Largo National Marine Sanctuary. The 
2,000 square foot main shop houses the 
executive offices with the newly remod- 
eled classroom upstairs. The ground floor 
contains the retail areas, compressors, 
tank storage, rental gear and myriad other 
things necessary to keep a busy dive shop 
humming at peak efficiency. The boats 
dock about 15 yards from the rear door of 
the shop and there is ample parking 
around the front of the building and in the 
lots next door. Underwater photo services 
are in conjunction with Stephen Frink 
Photographic and include daily E-6 film 
processing, camera and video rentals, 
custom videos and photo instruction. 
Atlantis Dive Center packages are with 
the Howard Johnson Key Largo Resort. 
This 100 room complex has long been a 
favorite with traveling divers for its ideal 
location in the heart of Key Largo, directly 
on Florida Bay and the sunset side of the 
island. General manager Itzik Laron is 
proud to count divers among his valued 
clients and does his best to accommo- 
date their special needs with ground floor 
rooms upon request. The resort features 
newly renovated rooms, a freshwater 
swimming pool, outdoor barbecue facili- 
ties and a restaurant and bar. In addition 
to price Incentives, both diving and lodg- 


| ing are booked; the Atlantis/Howard 


Johnson package features a popular 
Unlimited Dive Option. For just an addi- 
tional $20 per day, divers can book all of 
the available boat trips from Atlantis. This 
means up to four dives per day at four 
different locations, plus night dives (night 
dives can be booked at any time at the 
request of as few as two divers). 

The most popular dive at Atlantis Dive 
Center happens each Friday morning as 
Captain Slate accompanies his guests to 
the historic shipwreck of the City of 
Washington. |here, amid the scattered 
deckplates that have rested here since 
this coastal freighter ran aground in 1917, 
Captain Slate gently settles to the bottom 
while divers watch in rapt attention. 
Nearly as soon as he alights a five foot 
Barracuda darts to the scene. With his 
eyes never leaving the razor teeth of this 





awesome predator, Slate carefully picks a 
Ballynoo from a mesh bait bag, drops his 
regulator and sticks the beak between his 
clenched teeth. As fast as lightning a 
Barracuda, appropriately named Psycho, 
races in to grab the bait. Normally it is an 
uneventful feeding, big on adrenaline and 
drama but short on blood and mayhem. 
But occasionally it gets a little hairy, espe- 
cially when the two resident six foot Green 
Morays emerge to compete for the bait. 
Then it becomes a frenzy of swirling crit- 
ters and flashing teeth. Slate bears the 
scars of this interaction on his hands and 
facemasks but fortunately he’s managed 
to keep his nose and lips intact. It’s a 
stunning still onhoto opportunity—even 
better, perhaps, on video. Videographers 
are invited to shoot their own footage or 
staff photo specialists are on hand to cre- 
ate a professional video souvenir of the 
dive, complete with titles and soundtrack. 

Captain Slate specializes in diving the 
best of the Key Largo National Marine 
Sanctuary. The sites most easily ac- 
cessed from his location at the north end 
of the island include the oft-requested 
Christ of the Abyss statue and The 
Elbow. The Christ statue sits in just 25 
feet of water surrounded by a vibrant 
coral reef. The 11 foot tall bronze statue 
represents Christ with arms upraised as if 
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“My Air Gauge went trom 2500 
PSI to 01 in less than 30 seconds” 


Dear Larry 
I was down at 120 feet diving on a wreck in Hawaii. 
I was down for about 4 minutes when I felt some- 
thing pounding on the left side of my chest. I looked 
down at my gauge and saw all of my air rushing out 
of the swivel. I watched in horror as the air gauge 
needle went from 2500 psi to 0 in less than 
30 seconds. I immediately took out my 
Spare Air unit and began to breathe 
from it. I swam over to my 
buddy, grabbed his octopus, 
and made a safe ascent to 
the surface. When my swivel 
0-rings failed and all of my 
air flowed out my buddy 
was at least 30 feet from 
me. { could not have 
made it to him. The 
Spare Air saved my life. 
It’s good to know 
that my Spare Air 
is always there 


when I need it! 
Sincerely, 
Captain 
Bruce Besser 
President 
Beach Divers 
Hawaii 
Testimonial 
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SPECIALLY SELECTED BC'S © 
NOW AVAILABLE WITH A 
SPARE AIR" POCKET 


Spare Air™ is a totally self contained (27 
cu. ft. of air), refillable backup air system 
that’s small and easy to use. Spare Air™ is 


“SIMPLY DEPENDABLE.” 
*Tested and approved by the U.S. Navy 


SUBMERSIBLE SYSTEMS, INC. 


“The leader in self rescue breathing systems” 
18072 Gothard Street, Huntington Beach, CA 92648 


















Available at your local dive shop or call (800) 648-3483 —(714) 842-6566 » OPTIONAL 
Only those who are properly trained or certified should use or operate life ; LEASH CLIPS ON 
support equipment. ©1995, Submersible Systems, Inc. ANYWHERE 





beckoning divers and snorkelers to be- 
hold the beauty of the sea. While the stat- 
ue is the star of this dive, the giant Brain 
Coral just to the north and the acres of 
lovely Elkhorn Coral to the east bear ex- 
ploration. At The Elbow, the clear waters 
of the Gulf Stream wash along several 
historic shipwrecks that shelter huge 
populations of reef tropicals. 

A little farther to the south is the wreck of 
the Benwood. During World War II the 
Benwoocd was running offshore with her 
lights blacked out to avoid attracting the 
attention of patrolling German U-boats. 
She collided with another freighter running 
without lights and the captain got as far as 
the 35 foot depth contour before he could 
go no farther. Much of the superstructure 
was later blown apart to avoid being a haz- 
ard to navigation but the broad expanse of 

(Continued on Page 158) 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY AL HORNSBY 


early 6,000 miles west of Los Angeles, roughly 
between Hawaii and the Philippines, there’s a 

3,000,000 square mile area of warm, cobalt ocean, 
dotted with several thousand lush, green islands. 
It’s a place where the sun almost always shines; 
where warm, tropical trade winds rustle 
dal celerelammexetere) alien or-\iant-eanaal-1a-m\Vcehnal-1e 
Nature has created abundant beauty. It’s a 
place where the serenity and comfort of the 
old ways still keep a bustling, modern 
world at bay; a place where the people still 
smile and live connected spiritually with 
dar-maatclalalom>lanulce)alant=/almcar- im alctsmcjar-|e\=ve| 
their lives and culture. It’s a magnificent 
place known as Micronesia. 

PNale\ex-\-lalien«-re|ce)amar=lan(-cem-vat-lmitalou got 
lated peoples who live in its numerous 
Eieelateme| cole) else \Vileige)alsrsif- Mere) asic) ise) i 
several chief areas: the Republic of 
Palau; the Federated States of 
AV loi ge)arexsit- M(al-miciiclale me |cel0] ess 
of Yap, Chuuk, Pohnpei, Kos- 
rae and other smaller islands); 
(CTur-Taabmdal-mOxeyananvelaniic-t-liaame)mual= 
Ko) adal-laam iV f-lar-latctsm tp ele: m-lalemey-lier-ta) 
and the Marshalls. 

Despite each area’s unique aspects, 
the entire region shares a cultural his- 
Xo) a¥eu Gare) Vem com al-\i-mlalat-le)iccremialsmclacto) 
J [alex- make) 010M =] Orin dal-m\V/I(e1ge)al=ss}t- mm el-1e) el(=) 
have always been sailors and fisher- 
aal-Jamuale}-\-m le) are me=lale(-mer=lale\-mVLe)\7-\0[-1oe 
using only the stars, the winds and 
currents, are still considered marvels 








excl rcle Mom (e[c1aoialelale R Oxo] dal) gars, 
iCoyelialeMast=)mer-iellalaliace man: (em c-t<) 
le} 0) olelacce- BM letjemerele-|met-|cer-1e) 
with beautiful orange seafans. 








(o) Moler=y-lallomar-\ule(-\ielae 
Even with their remote location, the 
islands have been affected by the 
changes of history. Discovered by 
Magellan in the 16th century, they 
WViclqsmelaler=)are) ey-laliamaelicmelanel 
idak-m elfen ialaliale mokmaal-m-aehaa 
century, when they were 
purchased by Germany. 
World War | saw them 
taken over by the Jap- 
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anese, whoruledunt!] ah 
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NAVEcTen Ue ce)it sxe mialcelerelamaal= 


. Be i | 
igcrello)am-laremelenmial-leeme lake eS | | / 


» { 
@ NEW | 
¥ ZEALAND 


der U.S. supervision as a \ 
Trust Territory until the last 

(o (-Yor-(o (oma lUr-laama=iaercllaice- RO mee 
territory, all the other islands have 
formed new, independent govern- 
ments of their own. However, they all 
speak English, use U.S. currency and 
have U.S. electrical systems. 

a ialcelerelamuar-tim\ysrerge)al-toii-Mal-toe aoe 
tained its distinct cultural integrity. The 
fo} [eo RsYo)ale lyme rslalexcious ale MW TWAS MOLM IKomslas 
still found and, on most of the islands, 
ikJayiale m-laremiclageliaremctaomoill mist mielel abe 
(oFeldlo)atcmco)m(eler=im-1ere)ale)aalicsse 

Despite its location, Micronesia Is 
surprisingly accessible to modern trav- 
elers. The well-maintained air travel 
system provided by Continental 
Micronesia, with its hub in Guam, 
serves the various island groups, 


| 4-S stan which can be 
reached on a dai- 
ly basis less than 
ile) aim avolela-magelan 
Hawaii. For the ad- 
venturous—and 
something every true 
Micronesia aficionado 
must do at least once— 
there is the Hawati-Majuro- 
Kwajalein-Kosrae-Pohnpei-Chuuk- 
(ivr Teamicyt-lelom ale)e)el-1mille|slem-| ene) Ol-1¢-16 
ed by Continental Micronesia. 

With all there is to offer the visitor— 
beautiful beaches, fishing, World War 
i alisice)a\euealce anathicmiammey- 0) ex-lam-tare 
Guam—the strongest allure of this 
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Rays. Left: The Mirconesian people are proud 









































Top: Truk Lagoon’s Shinkoku Maru has 
olot-1am fel at-icelasalcremlaicom-maalanaialemet-|ae(-ia 
of hard and soft corals in 45 feet of water. 
Above: A Reef Bannerfish (Heniochus 
acuminatus) among the soft corals. 








lovely area has been discovered only 
within the last 20 years by divers. 
Micronesia ts truly one of the wonders 
of the undersea world. 

Naleclamess) eX-leir- li maw ec lanamlalemeceleraiaie) 
realm of the Pacific, near where life Is 
id qrolulelalmcomat-N\u-mile-imelatellar-lecre ml amiare 
ocean, Micronesia is blessed with an in- 
credible richness and diversity of ma- 
rine life. Majestic walls, spectacular 
reefs and channels that come alive dur- 
ing tidal flows provide divers with un- 
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to display their cultural heritage to visitors. 
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derwater settings rivaling those found any- 
where in the world—all in wonderfully 
clear, warm (84°F average) Pacific waters. 


GUAM, ROTA AND SAIPAN 

Guam, the gateway to Micronesia, is 
often bypassed by divers on their way to 
the more famous destinations. However, 
Guam has much to offer of its own, with 
dives at such places as the Blue Hole, 
Double Reef and the wrecks of the 
Tokai Maru and the Cormoran. Ex- 
cellent dive operators, including Micro- 
nesia Divers Association and Guam 
Tropical Dive Station, can take divers to 
any of Guam’s best sites. 

Rota, ashort hop from Guam, is a 
sparsely populated, mountainous island 
just beginning to be explored by divers. 
Dive Rota is offering dive tours and dis- 
covering new sites. With incredibly clear 
water, wall dives, a great wreck dive and 
a beautiful cave grotto, Rota promises to 
become a recognized destination. 

A bit farther to the northeast from 
Rota, Saipan is a popular Japanese 
tourist destination with great resorts and 
nightlife. Because of its World War II his- 
tory, it has a large collection of artifacts, 
both underwater and topside. All Ameri- 
can Divers, a Saipan dive operator cater- 
ing to American guests, can show visi- 
tors not only the famous Blue Grotto 
but also submerged ships, planes and 
tanks, all left over from the fierce battles 
that occurred in the recapture of Saipan. 


PALAU 

The islands of Palau provide an in- 
credible, varied dive experience in a truly 
remarkable natural setting. Consisting of 
some 300 islands scattered throughout 
an elongated, nearly 100 mile long la- 
goon, the entire area is something 
straight out of a tropical paradise story- 
book. The blue, calm waters of the la- 
goon, sprinkled with green, jungle- 
topped islands, reflect a blazing sun and 
clear sky. The clarity of the water shows 
its bounty—the bottom is covered with 
corals, stretches of pure white sand and 
clouds of fish, as far as the eye can see. 

Accommopations: With its modern, 
developed area around the main island of 
Koror, Palau offers a variety of accommo- 
dations, from world-class luxury to eco- 
nomical choices. Its most well-known re- 
sort, Palau Pacific Resort, is considered 
one of the finest dive resorts in the world. 
Featuring a white sand beach, swimming 
pool, fine restaurants and immaculately 
groomed hotel grounds, its rooms are 
modern and sumptuous and its staff has 
been well-trained in the nuances of cus- 
tomer service. With a dive center 


(Splash), photo center (Photo Palau) and 
dive boats on site, it is a marvelous base 
for a Palau dive adventure. Sunrise Villa 
sits atop a high hill, with majestic views of 
the lagoon. It has 34 comfortable rooms 
and an excellent restaurant. Palau 
Marina, a reasonably priced hotel, fre- 


“quented by divers from both the U.S. and 


Japan, sits at waterside near Koror’s har- 
bor. It provides an excellent new restau- 
rant and bar and great diving conve- 
nience—just next door is the Fish ’n Fins 
Dive Center, Palau’s longest established 
dive operator. 

A new accommodation, The Carolines 
Resort, offers five bungalows, built in tra- 
ditional (but with all modern conve- 
niences) island style. On a hill just over- 
looking the lagoon, its divers are picked 
up by boats at Palau Pacific Resort’s 
dock. For those looking for economy ac- 
commodations, there are several prop- 
erties to choose from, including West 
Plaza Hotel by the Sea, West Plaza Hotel 
Downtown and the DW Motel. 

For those desiring an island experi- 
ence, the Carp Island Resort is on a small 
island 30 miles south of Koror. Near the 
major diving areas, It provides comfort- 
able lodging in the quiet surrounds of a 
pristine portion of Palau’s lagoon. 

Dive OPERATORS: With the popularity of 
Palau’s diving, the professionalism of Its 
dive operators comes as no surprise. 
Catering to both American and Jap- 
anese divers, these dive centers provide 
full services and, with their years of expe- 
rience on Palau’s reefs, can show the 
very best of what Palau has to offer. 

Fish ’n Fins, Palau’s original dive oper- 
ation, has provided daily trips to Palau’s 
top dive spots for more than 20 years. 
Next door to the Palau Marina Hotel, Fish 
'n Fins uses small, fast boats for quick 
trips to dive areas. Neco Marine is a 
modern retail facility that operates a fleet 
of boats. A PADI Dive Center, Neco of- 
fers instruction and photo services and 
picks guests up at most Palau hotels. 
Splash is a PADI Five Star Dive Center on 
the dock at the Palau Pacific Resort. Its 
two large, jet-driven dive boats feature 
hot showers, photo tables and heads for 
the utmost comfort. For its divers’ photo 
needs, Photo Palau, a full service, under- 
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water photo center, is just next door. 
Another original Palau dive operation, 
Palau Diving Center, is operated by the 
same company as the Carp Island 
Resort. Serving both Japanese and 





wh 


American guests, the center operates 
three modern dive boats and has PADI, 
NAUI and JP (a Japanese agency) in- 
structors on staff. Sam’s Dive Tours is a 
PADI International Resort Association 
member. One of the newest of Palau’s 
operations (open for eight years), Sam’s 
caters chiefly to American divers. With a 
selection of kayak and topside tours (to 
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World War Il sites, caverns and water- 
falls) augmenting its dive program, the 
center can show guests a fascinating as- 
pect of Palau not always seen by visitors. 

LiVE-ABOARDs: Peter Hughes’ Sun 
Dancer is a 119 foot long, ocean cruising 
vessel. With eight spacious staterooms 
accommodating 16 passengers, It cre- 
ates a luxurious, uncrowded atmo- 
sphere. Fine dining, full photo services 
and a great dive tender boat make the 
ship an excellent means to explore the 
entire Palau archipelago. 

The Palau Aggressor I! measures 110 
feet in length in a twin-hulled catamaran 
design that enjoys both speed and sta- 
bility. With eight private staterooms for 
16 passengers, it provides complete dive 
services, including photo processing, ex- 
cellent buffetstyle meals and a range of 
entertainment, all ina modern, comfort- 
able setting. 

Designed for small groups, Ocean 
Hunter is a 60 foot long motorsailor that 
Carries up to six passengers. Her dive 
cruises can be custom designed, lasting 
from 5 to 14 days, for an enjoyable, eco- 
nomical live-aboard experience. It should 
be noted that since Ocean Hunter an- 
chors right on each site and guests can 
dive whenever they wish, she offers more 
dives per day than any other live-aboard 
in the area. 

THE BEST DIVES: Palau’s most popular 
dive for more than 20 years, Blue 
Corner is like a three ring circus—U/W. 
At the top of a steep outer wall, at only 45 
feet, divers remain stationary while a ma- 
rine life parade takes place just an arm’s 
length away. Gray Reef Sharks, usually 
20 to 30 ina pack, cruise by; a huge 
school of Blackfin Barracuda is usually in 
residence; and a three foot long Na- 
poleon Wrasse is most always there. 

Palau’s most exciting dive is Peleliu 
Corner, off the southern tip of Peleliu 
Island and increasingly becoming stan- 
dard to most dive operators’ itineraries. 
A steep, rough wall, cut with canyons 
and grottos, drops dizzily from 45 feet to 
deep water. The current brings nutrients 
to the wall’s inhabitants; gorgonians, soft 
corals, seawhips and huge, Black Coral 
bushes that grow thickly across its face. 
Large groupers are resident and large 
Wahoo, Dogtooth Tuna, Black Jacks 
and other oceanic predators are numer- 
ous. And, sharks are everywhere! 

In the channel that cuts close to 
Ngemelis Island, Big Drop-off is a steep, 
vertical wall covered with corals, soft 
corals and large gorgonians. There are 
large orange anemones, clouds of reef 
tropicals and Green Turtles cruising by 
regularly. Gray Reef Sharks patrol the wall 
below and a resident pack of Whitetip 
Reef Sharks swims rapidly about in the 
shallows at the top of the wall. 

One of Palau’s most interesting dives, 








Ulong Channel is a narrow, 50 foot 
deep cut that runs through the reef near 
Ulong Island. It is a ride in or a ride out, 
depending on which way the tide is run- 
ning. Schools of Mahogany Snappers 
congregate and, during the spring 
spawn, hundreds of large groupers gath- 
er. Gray Reef, Blacktio and Whitetio Reef 
Sharks cruise the passage. Turtles are 
also frequent visitors. 

Atop the reef flat near Blue Corner, 
several irregularly-shaped Blue Holes 
bore straight down, opening into a large 
central cavern. The sides are covered 
with schooling fish and sunbeams shift 
and play along the coralline walls. At 90 
feet, the cavern opens onto the reef’s 
steep wall, into the cobalt blue deep wa- 
ter. Whitetio Reef Sharks often congre- 
gate at the mouth and huge gorgonians 
hang from the top of the opening. 

Anew exciting dive site has been devel- 
oped in recent years, inthe German 
Channel passage to the outer reef. With 
an increasing frequency, Mantas have be- 
gun congregating around a cleaning sta- 
tion on the channel’s white sand bottom. 

One of the most remarkable sites to be 
found anywhere, Jellyfish Lake is a ma- 
rine lake trapped inside one of the rock is- 
lands. Here, visitors snorkel with a huge 
school of Mastigias Jellyfish, estimated to 
number more than two million. 

Another of Palau’s special dives pro- 
vides a glimpse into the fierce fighting 
that took place in Palau during World 
War Il. One of anumber of Japanese 
ships sunk during the air raids of Op- 
eration Desecrate, the Teshio Maru, a 
321 foot long freighter, lies on its side in 
70 feet of water. The huge wreck is in- 
tact, a fatal toroedo hole in the forward 
hold giving testimony to its violent 
demise. Nature’s unceasing energy is 
evident as well—corals and other marine 
life richly adorn the wreck and a resident 
school of Barracuda swirls around the 
superstructure. 

LAND Tours: [here are an increasing 
number of land tour options being of- 
fered to Palau’s visitors. These should 
not be missed, not only for the beautiful 
topography, flora and fauna that will be 
seen, but also for the fascinating World 
War Il wreckage. A very interesting hike is 
up Ngeruktabel Island, to the site of an 
old German lighthouse. In the 45 minute 
walk, there are many relics from the war, 
including bunkers, large artillery pieces 
and destroyed buildings. At the island’s 
south end, a small islet that can be 
reached only by boat contains a huge 
cavern. Inside, there are well-formed sta- 
lactites and stalagmites that glisten un- 
der a flashlight beam. 

Scattered throughout the cavern are 
hundreds of human bones; in ancient 
times, the grotto was used as a burial 
vault. Other options include the Peleliu 


War Memorial, Seaplane Cavern anda 
large waterfall on Babelthuap Island. 


YAP 

Just an hour and 15 minutes south- 
west of Guam, as the intermediate stop 
on Continental Micronesia’s flight to 
Palau, lie the islands of Yap. The tops of 
submerged mountains, their green, 
rugged hillsides jut from the blue ocean’s 
otherwise unbroken horizon. Yap, 
though easily accessible to tourists, has 
managed to steadfastly hold to its tradi- 
tional ways, including its tribal chiefs’ 
style of government. Little affected by the 
outside world, Yap is a place where visi- 


tors may easily experience the realities of 
Micronesia culture. Especially interesting 
is Yap’s continued use of ancient stone 
money. Around the various villages, 
there are huge circular disks of stone, a 
hole carved in their centers, that sit on 
display. These stones, carved in olden 
times in Palau and transported the ardu- 
ous 750 miles by canoe, once served as 
the currency for Yap’s economy. Value 
was determined by the size of the stone 
and the difficulty of the return voyage to 
Yap. Today, they are still used as collat- 
eral for major transactions. 

Visitors are treated with a shy, friendly 
Curiosity and those who express polite 
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interest in the local people will often be 
surprised by the welcoming response. 
There are opportunities to visit local vil- 
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Enjoy the very best of Palau, surrounded by other Rock Islands, private sandy beaches and an 
ocean waiting for you to explore. Only minutes to the famous Coral Reefs, Blue Hole, Big Drop-Offs 
and Blue Corner where beautiful Reef Fish, Manta Rays and Sharks abound. 


2.22 Carp Island Kesort =<: 


P.O. Box 5 ¢ Koror ¢ Kepublic of Palau 96940 
TEL: 011 (680) 488-2978 ¢ FAX: 011 (680) 488-3155 


lages, eat local foods and witness tradi- 
tional dances and sings—things that 
should not be missed. 

For divers, however, Yap is even more 
special. Beneath the clear waters that sur- 
round its shorelines, nature has prepared 
another of her wonderful surprises. Each 
morning, on the incoming high tide, 
schools of huge Manta Rays enter one of 
Yap’s two tidal channels and spend sev- 
eral hours hovering over certain coral 
heads, waiting to be cleaned by swarms 
of small reef fishes. The setting provides 
an opportunity that is unique; the chance 
to observe as many as 10 to 20 huge 
Mantas from just a few feet away as they 
participate in a daily ritual that has been 
occurring uninterrupted over the ages. 

ACCOMMODATIONS AND DIVING: The 
choices of accommodations and dive 
services in Yap are easy ones. Yap 
Divers, whose general manager, Bill 
Acker, discovered and developed the 
Manta dives, is on the grounds of the 
Manta Ray Bay Hotel, also managed by 
Bill. But, just because choices in Yap are 
few, it doesn’t mean there is any less at- 
tention paid to customer service, comfort 
and satisfaction. The hotel is modern, 
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well-maintained and well-appointed. 
There is an excellent restaurant and bar 
on the top floor (which is, in fact, the cen- 
ter for the island’s social scene) and the 
23 rooms are air-conditioned, furnished 
with refrigerators and video systems; 
several rooms have waterbeds. 

The dive operation conducts dives 
from several fast, comfortable flattop 
boats and, as a PADI Five Star Dive 
Center, provides a full range of equip- 
ment rentals and an excellent selection of 
diver training courses, including the 
Manta Diver specialty. Associated with 
Yap Divers is Manta Visions, a new, full- 
service video and photo center run by 
veteran dive instructor, Steve Fish. 

YAP’S BEST DIVES: In Mil Channel, on the 
island’s east side, is Manta Ridge, a coral 
prominence that rises in 40 feet of water. 
On the morning incoming tides, as many 
as 10 to 12 Mantas, each with wingspans 
of up to 12 to 14 feet, ride the current into 
the site. Taking turns, they hover over the 
ridge and a horde of small fish begin to 
roam over the Mantas’ bodies, in and out 
of their gaping gills, searching for isopods 
and other parasites. 

In Goofnuw Channel, on the island’s 
western side, Valley of the Rays is the 
summer/fall location for the Manta’s 
cleaning, with Manta Ridge the chief spot 
during the rest of the year. Here, at the 
bottom of a 60 foot channel, a huge coral 
mound sits on a coral and gravel bottom. 
Divers kneel on the sides of the mound 
as the Mantas wheel in for cleaning. As 
the Mantas move away, they often pause 
just over the divers’ heads, obviously cu- 
rious, providing the opportunity for very 
close observation. 

On the island’s north end, in very clear 
water, Yap Caverns is a jumbled terrain 
of grottos, caves and swim-throughs at 
the edge of a steep drop-off. A white 
sand bottom creates a lovely photo- 
graphic setting and fish life is profuse. 
Green Turtles, often completely unafraid 
of divers, are common as well. 

Near Yap Caverns, Lionfish Wall is 
ona steep section of the drop-off. Huge, 
leathery brown zoanthids cover the wall 
and colorful reef fish congregate in 
clouds. Off the wall, in blue water, Gray 
Reef Sharks patrol and squirrelfish move 
about the face, under deep ledges. In 
one section of the wall, a series of over- 
hangs provides shelter for an amazing 
collection of lionfish, as many as five 
species congregated together. 


CHUUK 

An hour and a half to the southeast of 
Guam, Chuuk is the home of the world’s 
most famed wreck diving location, Truk 
Lagoon. In the calm, clear waters of the 
lagoon’s 140 mile circumference lies the 
Japanese fleet that was targeted by 
Operation Hailstone, during World War II. 














Repeated waves of bombing brought 
destruction to virtually all of the islands’ 
naval, air and communication facilities, 
downed some 416 Japanese planes and 
sank 60 ships. Chuuk was then left alone 
and largely forgotten after the war’s end. 
It wasn’t until nearly 30 years later that 
the world again became aware of the qui- 
et lagoon and its sleepy islands; visiting 
divers discovered an incredible undersea 
marvel left from those horrendous days of 
war. Beneath the still waters, huge 





ships—freighters, destroyers, tankers 
and tenders—maintained a silent vigil. 
But, there was more—Mother Nature, 
never still, had performed a miracle, turn- 
ing these huge weapons of war into un- 
dersea gardens; their decks, guns, 
masts and rigging grown thick with col- 
orful soft corals, gorgonians and 
sponges. Swirling schools of fish had 
claimed the wrecks as their own. And ev- 
erywhere lay the personal belongings of 


those who died in Hailstone’s destruc- 
tion. Today, Truk Lagoon remains a 
memorial to history and the folly of war. 

ACCOMMODATIONS AND DIVING: De- 
ciding where to stay and how to dive 
Truk Lagoon should be determined by 
the dive experience desired. Very spe- 
cialized in their offerings, Truk’s dive op- 
erators provide decidedly different dive 
experiences. For those wishing to fully 
explore individual wrecks, there’s the 
live-aboard Truk Aggressor II. Each day 
the 110 foot long vessel anchors at a dif- 
ferent wreck and guests can explore to 
their heart’s content. The ship’s seven 
air-conditioned staterooms, each with 
private bath, provide a comfortable set- 
ting. The large main salon, photo facilities 
and entertainment options make Truk 
Aggressor an excellent base for diving 
and photography. 

For those who wish to dive as many of 
the wrecks as possible, the 165 foot long 
live-aboard Thorfinn provides a different 
but equally specialized approach. 
Thorfinn anchors in a quiet portion of the 
lagoon and sends out several small 
boats up to five times each day, to a dif- 
ferent wreck. She can comfortably ac- 
commodate 22 passengers In 11 air- 
conditioned double cabins, complete 
with TV and VCR. Thorfinn offers excel- 
lent food, video and other entertainment 


options and a real Surprise—a spa on the. 


stern deck. For divers who desire a 


shore-based experience, there are three 
hotels, all on the main island of Moen. 
These are the Truk Continental, the 
Kurassa Hotel and the Truk Stop Hotel. 

Dive services are provided by excellent 
dive operators. Blue Lagoon Dive Shop 
is Truk’s oldest dive operation and its 
owner, Kimio Aisek, is credited as being 
the original dive explorer of Truk Lagoon 
and its many wrecks. His son, Gradvin 
Aisek, is now manager of the operation 
and has shared his father’s love of Truk’s 
wrecks since he was a child. The second 
dive operation established in Truk, 
Micronesia Aquatics, is on the grounds 
of The Truk Continental and is operated 
by Clark Graham and his wife Chineina. 
Clark is regarded by most as Truk’s resi- 
dent historian and his video of the history 
of Truk Lagoon is considered a definitive 
work for anyone interested in the lagoon 
and its collection of wrecks. 

Sun Dance Tours and Dive Shop is a 
newer operator in Truk and serves clien- 
tele from several of the local hotels. Near 
the Truk Stop Hotel, like the area’s other 
operators, it serves both Japanese and 
American clientele. 

THE WRECKS: Perhaps the most beau- 
tiful wreck in the lagoon, the Shinkoku 
Maru is a 450 foot long tanker. The top 
of the bridge Is in only 45 feet of water 
and the Shinkoku is literally covered with 
soft corals and schooling fish. The 
bridge, with its telegraph, bow gun and 
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huge masts, draped with corals and 
sponges, makes this wreck a fascinating 
dive exploration. 

One of the best known and most dra- 
matic wrecks in the lagoon, the Fuyi- 
kawa Maru Is a 435 foot long, six hold 
aircraft ferry. Lying upright on a bright 
sand bottom, her masts break the sur- 
face, her stacks are at 35 feet and her 
decks at 60 feet. Her six inch stern guns 
are now beautifully transformed by color- 
ful, hanging soft corals. Airplanes, air- 
plane parts and aroom with a tiled 
Japanese bath are among the unique 
sights inside the Fujikawa. 

Off the seaward side of Dublon Island, 
the Nippo Maru is one of Truk’s most 
fascinating wrecks. A 350 foot long 
freighter, she sits upright in deep, clear 
water near the opening to the reef, 
bombed as she tried to escape the la- 
goon when Hailstone began. Her bridge 
is at 80 feet and the deck between 110 
and 120 feet. Her masts, alive with coral 
growth and swarms of Trevally, rise to- 
ward the surface. On her decks are ar- 
tillery pieces, a tank and a truck. 

An incredibly decorated wreck is the 
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368 foot long munitions ship Sankisan 
Maru. Sitting upright, her deck is in only 
50 feet of water. Her main mast breaks 
the surface and photographers shooting 
macro, can spend an entire dive studying 
the profuse growth that crowds every 
inch. There are also machine guns, a Jeep 
and a hold brimming with thousands of 
large caliber machine gun bullets, spilling 
out of their original wooden cases. 

Reef dives are conducted as well, with 
vertical walls and big marine animals. 
Spots such as Big Blue and Northwest 
Barrier Reef provide exciting encoun- 
ters with sharks, Mantas and Eagle Rays. 


POHNPEI 

Between Truk and Kosrae, Pohnpei is 
the top of an ancient submerged vol- 
cano. One of the larger Micronesian is- 
lands, it is approximately 12 miles long 
and 14 miles wide, covering about 160 
square miles. Just offshore, a barrier reef 
encircles the entire island, creating an 
extensive inner reef area. In the calm, 
clear waters are hundreds of acres of 
coral gardens, sand flats and shallow 
channels. On the outside, the reef wall is 
steep, rising from the deep, crystal clear 
water of the Pacific. 

ACCOMMODATIONS: Pohnpei’s most 
popular accommodation is a lovely, is- 
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land-style resort know as The Village. Its 
thatched palm bungalows built onto the 
side of a steep, jungled hill, offer soec- 
tacular views. The resort’s restaurant is 
well known for its excellent food. Other 
choices for visiting divers are several 
economical hotels such as The Harbor 
View, Cliff Rainbow Hotel, Hotel 
Pohnpei, South Park and The Palm 
Terrace Hotel. 

DIVE OPERATORS: Pohnpei is home to a 
number of professional dive operators, 
several who serve Americans and several 
who specialize in services for Japanese 
divers. Phoenix Marine Sports Club, 
catering to both an American and Jap- 
anese dive clientele, is in downtown 
Kolonia. A large scale operation, it runs 
six different dive boats and has five in- 
structors on staff. 

Village Divers is at The Village resort 
and services its guests. The first dive op- 
eration to open on Pohnpei, its divemas- 
ters are credited with having discovered 
many of the island’s most popular dive 
sites. let Enu Tours specializes in small 
groups and its local boat captains are 
highly regarded for their knowledge of 
Pohnpei’s reefs. Blue Oyster Dive Shop 
and Tours provides diving services and 
land tours. 

THE DIVING: Known for its exceptionally 
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iscover a tropical Eden in the Western Caroline Islands, Yap Island. We're 

perhaps best known for our Stone Money, carved from distant islands and 
transported in sailing canoes on epic voyages over open ocean. With over 90 
miles of virgin barrier reef and our incredible marine panoramas it’s no wonder 
we're called “World Class Diving’s Best Kept Secret.” In Mi’l Channel, plankton, 
tide and current set the stage for a daily undersea ballet featuring Giant Manta 
Rays, often, more than adozen.at a time! And there’s more ...Our outer drop- _ 
offs offer crystal-clear visibility in exces orful vertical walls, coral gated . 
caverns, morays, giant turtles, armadas Md so much more entice di- © a, 
vers who choose to experience the underwe adise that is Yap. Treat yourself to S-da 
diving with Yap Divers and S nights of relaxation with Manta Ray Bay Hotel, and together we'll 
explore the Manta’s secret world. Call me today and ask about our S day/S night dive pater 
and I'll tell you about our special little island and how to get here...or we can simply talk diving! 
The mantas and | hope to see you soon! 
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Order your ed of our YAP, ISLAND OF THE MANITAS dive 
map/poster and receive vouchers and coupons for a night dive, 
complimentary margaritas on our Nautical Weaver deck, 30 
minutes of waterskiing (June through September only), air fills, land 
tours, beach barbecue and more! Each full-color, lavishly illustrated 








oster measures 22“ x 33” and contains numerous photos of Yap’s Phone:011-691-350-2300 2 
egendary dive sites, information on Yap's unique island culture as Fax:011-691-350-4567 or 3841 
well as useful information on climate and travel. Internet: mes 


Write, call, fax, or E- mail Bill Acker today at: yapdivers @ mantaray.com 


Griese 
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clear water, Pohnpei’s diving centers 
around walls, ocean reefs and channels 
that cut through the outer reefline. 


Your INN fora 
Great Stay! 


P.O. Box 546 
Weno, Chuuk FM 96942 
Phone: 011 (691) 330-4232/33 
Fax: 011 (691) 330-2286 
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Ant Atoll is one of two coral 
atolls 10 miles to the southwest 
of Pohnpei. Crystal clear water 
is its trademark and its coral 
gardens are teeming with reef 
tropicals. It also has alarge 
pass, Ant Pass, through the 
reef, that provides exciting 
shark action. Pakin Atoll is 18 miles to the 
northwest and is noted for massive gor- 
gonians and huge coral structures. 





KOSRAE 

Just southeast of Pohnpei lies Kosrae, 
the second largest Micronesia island 
and one of the most beautiful. A history of 
shifting foreign occupation has left its 
mark on the local culture. The Spanish, 
Germans, Japanese and Americans all 
controlled the islana’s fate at one time or 
another over the last 400 years. Visitors 
today will find a quiet, outback island with 
friendly people; modern enough to pro- 
vide comfortable amenities but pre- 
served enough to be a step away from 
the outside world. 

For divers, Kosrae’s fringing reef pro- 
vides dive sites along a richly covered 
coral slope. The reefs are pristine; a huge 
variety of corals and reef fish are the prin- 
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Continental Micronesia operates island 
hopper service to 
Micronesia three times 
weekly, originating 

in Honolulu. 


cipal attractions. And, during December, 
sea turtles congregate and come ashore 
to lay eggs during the night. 
ACCOMMODATIONS AND DIVE OPERA- 
TORS: Kosrae’s accommodations op- 


Kosrae, FSM 





Pacific Ocean 


tions have been growing in recent years 
and there are anumber from which to 
choose. The Sandy Beach Hotel has four 
cottages on the beach and six hotel 
rooms, all air-conditioned. It has recently 
been expanded to include a restaurant 
on the premises. Also on the hotel 
grounds is Dive Caroline, a small, full ser- 
vice dive center. 

Pacific Tree Lodge features six duplex 
bungalows set among the mangroves. 
Modernly furnished, each of the 12 
rooms is air-conditioned and has televi- 
sion, VCR and telephone. There is a new 
restaurant on the property. The Phoenix 
Marine Sports Club, a branch of the 
Phoenix operation in Pohnpei, provides 
dive services. Kosrae Village Resort is 
built in traditional island-style at water’s 
edge. Its bungalows are comfortable and 
economically priced. The resort features 
a restaurant and dive operation on-site. 

Kosrae Nautilus is anew 16 room, all- 
inclusive resort. It has a restaurant, pool, 
sandy beach and dive center; the dive 
boat is nearby. The dive operation is run 
by acertified divemaster. 
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“Aggressor Il” “Sun Dancer” 
Land based and Live-Aboard 


Truk ¢ Yap ¢ Kosrae ¢ Pohnpei 


800-741-2178 _ 
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THE MARSHALL ISLANDS 

The Marshalls are a scattering of 29 
atolls and five larger islands about five 
hours from Honolulu. Low lying, they offer 
white sand, coconut palms and calm, 
clear tropical lagoons. Divers are just be- 
ginning to discover their treasures. 

Mauro ATOLL: A chain of long, slen- 
der coral islands encircling a huge la- 
goon, Majuro is the most developed of 
the Marshalls. 

There are several choices of accom- 
modations and dive services around 
Majuro. The best known hotel is the 
Robert Reimers. It has comfortable, in- 
expensive rooms and arestaurant on 
the premises. At the hotel dock is 
Marshalls Dive Adventures, a full ser- 
vice dive operation that has two dive 
boats and visits dive sites around 
Majuro and other nearby atolls. 
Majuro’s other dive operator is Dolphin 
Divers, providing services to small, pri- 
vate groups. 

The best Majuro Lagoon dives are 
Coral Pinnacles, Delap Point, The 
Parking Lot and the Channel. On all- 
day trips it’s also possible to visit more 





remote locations at Arno Atoll and Wau 
Island in Mili Atoll. 

Mit! ATOLL: Sixty miles south of 
Majuro is Mili. It can be reached by boat 
or by a short, 30 minute flight from 
Majuro. Long weekends can be en- 
joyed at six cottages on Wau Mill 
Island, near Mili Mili. 

The diving is dramatic and just being 
discovered. Inside the lagoon there are 
coral gardens and passes; outside, 
crystal clear water thick with sharks 
and pelagics. 

KWAJALEIN: Approximately 200 miles 
northwest of Majuro is Kwajalein, the 
largest coral atoll in the world. The la- 
goon and its surrounding reefs feature 
world-class diving, with wrecks, reefs 
and walls. 

Divers visiting the lagoon can stay in 
the 26 room Anrohasa Hotel. Diving is 
provided by KADRI, managed by dive 
industry veteran Steve Gavegan. 

Kwajalein’s most popular dive is the 
German pocket battleship, Prince 
Eugen. The stern breaks the surface, 
the bow is at 120 feet. In other areas 
there are a number of Japanese ships, 


B-25 bombers and Japanese Zeros. 
On the outside of the reef, steep walls 
offer prolific corals, sharks and other 
pelagics. 

BIKINI ATOLL: During the cold war, 
the U.S. conducted a series of nuclear 
tests here, including the largest hydro- 
gen bomb ever exploded. For divers 
there’s a silver lining—a huge fleet of 
naval vessels, used as targets, litters 
the bottom of the lagoon. 

Accommodations (traditional island 
cottages) are limited but dive services 
are now becoming available. Without a 
doubt, Bikini promises to be one of the 


ISLANDS OF 


MICRONESIA 


world’s most unique dive experiences. 

JALUIT LAGOON: To the southwest of 
Majuro by.a short flight is Jaluit Lagoon. 
The center for the Japanese Admini- 
stration of the Marshalls during WW II, it 
was extensively developed. Heavy 
bombing left a remarkable collection of 
sunken ships, planes and onshore 
wreckage. 

Divers can now explore Jaluit’s spec- 
tacular walls and shipwrecks. More 
than 20 have already been discovered, 
including the upside down Emily Flying 
Boat found last year. Large marine life 
is reported virtually everywhere. = 


Postcard perfect island paradises. Unspoiled coral reefs and 


azure lagoons. Atolls teeming with vibrant life and color. 


JOHNSTON ISLAND 


Coral encusted shipwrecks and awesome drop-offs. A lively 


population of mixed cultures, tradition, legends and history. 


The Islands of Micronesia. Experience them with Continental 


Micronesia. Call toll free for flight and tour information. 


1-800-900-7657 


Continental gs 
Micronesia 


Fly with the warmth of Paradise 
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Belize Aggressor Ill 
Belize 


eat. a decade, Aggressor Fleet, the world's largest live-aboard 
operation, has helped 30,000 divers live their dreams. 

And now, with 10 luxury yachts at 9 top 

dive destinations worldwide, the possibilities are endless. 


Discover over 2,000 sea creatures from aboard our floating 
resorts, offering private cabins with baths, hot tubs and 

photo labs. Learn secrets from top photo pros, such as Church, 
Frier, Newbert & Waterman. Even dive with the planet's 

#1 underwater explorer, Jean-Michel Cousteau! 


There's great value, too. Enjoy a week’s worth of exciting dives, 
quality accommodations, top-notch service and delicious food-- Cayman Aggressor I 
; : BWI 
all for one very possible price. 


Aggressor Fleet has the experience to make your's the best. 
Just ask any of our 30,000 dive buddies. 


For reservations or free brochure, call (800) 348-2628. 






Galapagos Aggressor | & Il 


Ecuador 


Sone larece 


Kona Aggressor 


Hawaii 


Explore Truk’s 


Featuring 60 mysterious 
TRUK AGGRESSOR II, MICRONESIA pean wrecks. 





PROGRAMS WITH THE PROS 


JULY 
Belize: Jean-Michel Cousteau Team/ Nikonos Adventures 
Truk: Church & Waterman 
Palau: Church & Waterman 
AUGUST 
Bay Islands: Sail with Jean-Michel Cousteau 
Cayman: Jim Church 
Okeanos: Jean-Michel Cousteau Film Expeditions 
SEPTEMBER 
Okeanos: Church & Waterman 


Okeanos Aggressor 
Costa Rica 


Palau Aggressor ff 
Republic of Belau 


Photo ©1996 Tom Ordway/Jean-Michel Cousteau Productions 


Truk Aggressor tt 


Micronesta 





FLEET 


THe Utimate In Live-Asoarps® 
A live-aboard franchising agent 
A full service travel agency 
AGGRESSOR FLEET, LIMITED, P.O. Drawer K, Morgan City, LA 70381 
fax 504-384-0817 e-Mail divooat@aol.com 103261.1275@compuserve.com 
©Wilson & Associates, Inc. Hawaii 
circle #77 on Reader Service Card 
Turks & Caicos Aggressor 
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Grand Cayman's 


Turtle Kar 


Giving Somet 


tanding on the bridge of Parrots 

Landing’s dive boat Lorikeet dur- 
ing our return to Red Bay, | counted 
close to a dozen small Green and 
Hawksbill Turtles cruising the shallows. 
Coming across sea turtles while diving 
the Cayman Islands during the past 
two years has become an almost daily 
occurrence for me. It was not always 
that way. 

When | first began visiting the 
Cayman Islands in late 1979, turtles 
were rarely seen a tur- 
tle. At the time, | 
thought it odd, partic- 
ularly because the sea 
turtle is the islands’ 
symbol, depicted on 
the side of Cayman 
Airways jets, the cur- 
rency, the official seal 
and advertisements. 

Sea turtles are a 
strong part of the her- 
itage of the Cayman 
Islanders. When Co- 
lumbus first landed in 
the Caymans, the 
abundance of Green 
Sea Turtles inspired his name for them. 
He called them Las Tortugas, the turtles. 
During the 17th century turtle farming 
reached its peak, making the island a 
main provisioning stop for passing ships 
154 SKIN DIVER JUNE 1996 


in need of fresh meat. The turtles suf- 
fered severely from overharvesting. 

But that was then and this is now— 
and alot has changed. Sea turtles, 
through both protection and concerted 
restocking measures, are making a 
comeback. The largest numbers have 
come from the Cayman Turtle Farm. 
When it was founded in 1968 by 
Mariculture, Ltd., (the first of its kind any- 
where) the venture was entirely commer- 
cial, with the sole goal of producing turtle 


Above: As the young turtles grow they are 
moved to larger pools; many will be re- 
leased into the wild. Right: Cayman Turtle 
Farm has several tanks for visitor viewing, 
education and hands-on excitement. 





Above: Thanks, in large part, to the con- 
servation efforts of the Cayman Turtle 
Farm, sea turtles are once again becoming 
a common sight in the Cayman Islands. 








meat and byproducts. Around 1980, the 
Cayman Islands Government realized the 
plight of their sea turtles was severe and 
something had to be done. They immedi- 
ately looked to Mariculture for their work- 
ing knowledge of sea turtle husbandry. 
The idea—to begin a restocking program. 

In 1983, after losing too much money 
as acommercial enterprise, the mari- 
culture operation was purchased by the 
Cayman Islands Government. Through 
local Support and government dedication, 
the farm has, during the past three anda 
half years alone, managed to release 
more than 5,000 Green and Hawksbill 
Turtles into Caymanian waters. While 
that’s a highly commendable number, it is 
just a drop in the bucket when compared 
to turtle population that thrived in these 
waters more than three centuries ago. 

A tour of the Turtle Farm is impressive. 
At present, the facility holds more than 
16,000 turtles, of which 96 percent are 
Greens, the farm’s mainstay. There is al- 
So one Loggerhead, several Hawksbills 
(primarily for exhibition purposes, as well 
as a few breeding pairs) and 420 
Kemp's Ridleys. 

Spanning an area twice the size ofa 
basketball court, the facility's main 
breeding colony contains some 300 
adult turtles. Typically, Green Sea Turtles 
do not reach sexual maturity until they 
are 15 to 25 years of age. The average 
weight of such an animal will run between 
550 and 650 pounds. One of the farm’s 
grand ladies tips the scales at a whop- 
ping 687 pounds! 

Where does a turtle that big go? 


Anywhere it wants! Getting bumped by 
one of these creatures when they get 
spooked, which happened to me when | 
climbed in to shoot a few stills, is some- 
what like getting caught in a four car pile 
up. | nearly had more than the wind 
knocked out of me. 

A clutch of eggs laid by a turtle usually 
numbers close to 100. The survival rate 
for hatchlings (at the farm) during their first 
year is roughly 50 to 60 percent. This is a 
huge difference over what their chances 
would be in the wild, between one and 
five percent at best. In order to keep both 
the farm and a feasible release program 
visible, certain production quotas must be 
met. This is not easy, even with a good 
mating season. For example, a bad sea- 
son, such as the one back in 1994, pro- 
duced only 3,000 hatchlings. On the oth- 
er hand, a good season will be twice that, 
with a goal of 8,000. About 40 percent of 
those surviving the first year are released. 
After its first 12 to 14 months, a turtle is 
roughly the size of ahubcap and has a 
better chance than a hatchling to make 
the transition to the wild. 

There are two methods of tagging for 
tracking purposes. One of the most uni- 
versally practiced systems consists of ti- 
tanium tags placed up from the tips of 
both the right and left foreflippers. The 
identity of each turtle (Species, sex, re- 
lease date) is kept on record at the farm 
and updated every time the animal is en- 
countered, either through capture or 
sightings. All of the Cayman farm’s al- 
pha/numeric identification codes begin 
with the letters KY. 
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There is also a “living” tag, placed in 
the third, center scute (the divided sec- 
tions of the top shell) down from the top, 
immediately after birth. This requires tak- 
ing a shell graft from the belly of the 
hatchling’s boneplate and placing it close 
to the middle of the top shell. This leaves 
a permanent white spot on the shell, 
something | have seen many times on 
turtles found on the island’s reefs. 

Once released, the turtles are not for- 
gotten. To ascertain their progress, the 
farm performs several field surveys, most 
in North Sound. With the use of nets, 
farm employees and graduate students 
collect as many turtles as they can, in- 
cluding wild individuals. The turtles are 
then measured, weighed and givena 
cursory health checkup. 

In addition to their work with Green 
and Hawksbill Turtles and working with 
the Mexican Government, the farm is 
currently establishing the first successful 
breeding program with the world’s single 
largest collection of Kemp's Ridley Sea 
Turtles. The idea is to propagate new 
generations of this rare and highly endan- 
gered turtle to restock the Gulf of Mexico. 
Once the turtles are close to maturity, 
they will be given back to the Mexican 
Government for release. This is slated to 
take place as early as late 1996. When it 
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Bridge the gap with 


DIVERS. rua iy training since 1977 


t surface Aic/Mixed Cas Diving 
» Hyperbaric Chamber Operation 
» Underwater Welding & Burning 
« Bridges, Oil Rigs & Power Plants 
= Remote Vehicles, U/W Ultrasonics 
« Federal Financial Assistance 
for Qualified Students 
» Approved for Veterans Training 


Divers ie: of the Eastern Seaboard, Inc. 
2500 Broadway » Camden, Nj 08104« (609) 966-1 











At SAND DOLLAR, you will notice 
something very different for a dive 
resort—condos. Bonaire, in the 
Dutch Carioboean, has long been 
known as one of the world’s top 
dive destinations, and now you 
can dive with the premier dive 
resort on Bonaire. Everything at 
SAND DOLLAR is centrally located, 
rignt on the dock. The dive store, 
photo and video facility, guest 
equipment storage and restaurant 


Serer te Terelt "l 1 Sona rel 


are In one convenient location at 
the resort! Relax and watch a 
Sunset in the Open-air GREEN PARROT 
restaurant. Then enjoy a studio, 1-, 
9- or 3-bedroom oceanfront 
condo, fully furnished, with air- 
conditioned bedrooms, large 
living areas, cable TV, full kitchens 
and private balconies. Call for 
complete family vacation packages 
and ask about our kids program— 
the SAND PENNy CLUB! 


SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT 
BOnajre’ s Premier Dive Resort 





Reservations: 1-800 -288- 4773 or 407-774-9292, Bonaire: 599-7-8738 
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GRAND CAYMAN’S 
TURTLE FARM 


happens, it will mark the first ever cap- 
tively propagated Kemp’s Ridley Turtles 
returned to the wild. 

Besides this progressive work, the 
farm also functions as a rehabilitation 
center for injured and sick turtles. 
Whenever an injured turtle is brought in 
by the island’s law enforcement officials 
it will be treated and cared for until it is 
deemed recuperated enough to go back 
into the wild. It will also be tagged (if it 
isn’t already) and its data logged for fu- 
ture reference. 

While the Cayman Turtle Farm has 
made some great strides, some do not 
approve of the farm in general. But, as 
Ken Hydes, the farm’s general acting 
manager, says, “Basically, if the farm 
was not here to provide turtle meat, then 
they [the turtles] would be taken by other 
means; namely, through the harvesting 
of wild individuals. That is something nei- 
ther we as people, nor the turtle, can af- 
ford.” | agree, wholeheartedly. There is 
no logic in overharvesting to the point of 
extinction. The most significant key to ef- 
fective wildlife conservation manage- 
ment of acommercially valued species is 
through conservative harvesting prac- 
tices and some form of restocking. 

It must be understood that the facility is 
not an aquarium but a fully operational 
farm, specializing in sea turtle maricul- 
ture. Yet, for visitors, it is a fascinating ed- 
ucational tour. Financially, the farm does 
not make a profit; rather, it is lucky to 
break even. When compared to the cost 
of raising commercially viable turtles, the 
farm loses roughly 15 to 18 cents for ev- 
ery pound of turtle sold. What keeps it 
operating in the black actually is visitors. 

While that might make it an accounting 
nightmare, Ken pointed out that “It’s still a 
wonderful feeling to see something get 
put back into our waters....[and] when 
people visit the farm, they leave with a 
better appreciation or understanding of 
sea turtles. It not only makes good eco- 
logical sense, it also enhances tourism 
through replacement of animals that were 
once nearly decimated. |’m sure the 
divers who visit the Caymans don’t mind 
seeing them on an increasing basis un- 
derwater.” No argument from me there. 


After all, when cruising along a drop-off or 
over the top of a colorful reef, who 
doesn’t ae seeing a sea turtle? = 














ee and relax at THE SAN PEDRO HOLIDAY HOTEL 
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For reservations & information 


1-800-382-7776 


Belize Ph. 011-501-26-2014 Fax: 011-501-26-2295 





circle #201 on Reader Service Card 


Coconuts Caribbean Hotel 


Located on the beach on Ambergris Caye, we have 12 new rooms, 
all with A/C, free breakfast and sce every day. 





For information on packages 1-800-938-0860 
Ph. 011-501-26-3500 ¢ Fax: 011-501-26-3501 
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DIVE & 
EXPLORE 


e Belize « Bay Islands e Cozumel 
1-2-3 DAY Abs TO LIGHTHOUSE 
e THE BLUE HOLE e TURNEFFE 


VISIT MAYAN RUINS 
WILDLIFE TREKS AVAILABLE 
“TUBING” MAYAN CAVES 


Call “Kat” our Advanced Diver and Travel 


Specialist For Personalized Service 


(800) 896-2398 


ADVENTURES e-mail: katssa@aol.com 
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JOURNEYS Et END 


BELIZE DIVE CENTER 


——“A Barefoot Adventure” 


After a six month renovation process you can now 
enjoy the vacation of a lifetime! 
Call to find out what’s new at Journey’s End 
Located at edgier Caye, Belize ° Dive Shop o oR Site 


Gaz’s Belize Dive Center is a full service facility 
offering PADI instruction, local barrier reef diving, 
one-day and overnight trips to Lighthouse, Turneffe and 
the Blue Hole aboard the 55 ft. Manta IV. 


Call for Hotel/Dive Packages 


300-958-0660 


U.S. Ph: 305-772-0886 
Fax: 305-772-0737 


circle #340 on Reader Service Card 
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Encounters, Rays & More! 
Captain Tom Guarino’s 24 years experience promises the best of 
Bahamas diving. Sea Fever is 90’ aluminum, fully air conditioned 
with double staterooms, E-6 processing and U/W video. 


FOR INFORMATION AND RESERVATIONS, CALL: 


300-443-3837 or 305-531-3483 


P.O. Box 39 8276, Miami Beach, Florida 33239 


9661 GQV/CS © 
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iBRAC 


Discover nature's best 
in the Cayman Islands 
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CAPTAIN SLATE’S 
(Continued from Page 137) 


deckplates and mostly intact bow now 
harbor a wide diversity of marine life. A res- 
ident school of Porkfish is dependably 
found amid the crimson gorgonians deco- 
rating the starboard bow section. 

The queen of the Key Largo shipwreck 
fleet is the U.S. Coast Guard cutter 
Duane. |ntentionally sunk as a dive at- 
traction by the Key Largo dive and busi- 
ness community in November of 1987 
(along with her sister ship the Bibb), the 
Duane rests on the bottom at 120 feet. At 
327 feet long, she has considerable pro- 
file as well. Since she sits perfectly up- 
right, the crow’s nest is encountered at 
about 45 feet and the wheelhouse at 80. 
Most Duane dives are done to about 100 
feet, thereby accessing the main decks. 
The propellers are the only real reason to 
drop to 120 feet but since doing so costs 
considerable bottom time, Atlantis, like 
most Key Largo dive operators, prefers 
to target the main deck for maximum 
depth. The wreck is becoming nicely en- 
crusted with sponges, colonial hydroids 
and even hard corals. Marine life is abun- 
dant. Clouds of grunts clog the wheel- 
house and chartrooms, while schools of 
Barracuda ride at constant vigil along the 
crow’s nest. 

For more information about Captain 
slate’s Atlantis Dive Center Instructor 
Institute of Key Largo, dive packages 
with Howard Johnson Key Largo Resort 
or local dive options, phone (800) 331- 
3483 or (805) 451-3020. The fax number 
is (305) 451-9240 or you can contact 
Captain Slate at his e-mail address, capt- 
slate@aol.com. = 


SAND DOLLAR 
DIVE AND PHOTO 
(Continued from Page 127) 


some of those birds is as tough as finding 
a frogfish on your own and the guide 
makes it all worthwhile! 

Indeed, | never thought I’d see the day 
when you had to make a choice of which 
activities to participate in. But, they’re alll 
here at Sand Dollar. What is particularly 
attractive about nearly all of the activities 
is they are tuned to the style of Bonaire, a 
laidback appreciation of nature (above 
and below), and not giving in to the temp- 
tation of glitzy nightlife. Bonaire is still 
Bonaire but the rapidly expanding menu 
of nondiving activities ensures more fami- 
ly members and friends can enjoy it! 

For more information on any and all 
activities and vacation opportunities at 
sand Dollar Condominium Resort, call 
(800) 288-4773, (407) 774-9292 or, on 
the island, (011) 599-7-8738. = 
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RED SAIL SPORTS 


Looking for some new Spots? |) pive packaces 


Try the Carib Inn and Bonaire! 





Red Sail Sports, Aruba, is pleased to 
announce its latest dive package, called 
Dive, Dive and More Dives. This fantastic 
package offers five tank dives at the un- 
believably low price of $125 U.S.! Dive, 
Dive and More Dives includes two daily 
one tank dives, tanks, weights and belt. 
Guests may redeem two of their one 
tank dives for a two tank dive (subject to 
availability) at no extra cost. In addition, 
guests may trade in one of their one tank 
dives for a night dive (Subject to availabil- 
ity), again for no extra charge. 

This diving only package provides the 
guest with greater flexibility at very af- 
fordable prices. If a guest is interested in 
more than just diving, Red Sail Sports al- 
So offers the Dive, Dive, Dive and Sail 
package. This includes a sunset sail 
aboard the 53 foot Balia catamaran. 

Red Sail Sports is a Hyatt Hotels and 
Resorts affiliate company and has es- 
tablished operations in Aruba at the 
Hyatt Regency Aruba Beach Resort and 
Casino, Americana Aruba Beach Resort 
and Casino, Aruba Sonesta Resorts 
and, coming soon, Aruba Hilton and 
Casino and Aruba Marriott Resort and 
Casino. The seven year old Red Sail 
Sports offers a variety of activities and 
vacation packages featuring scuba div- 
ing and accommodations with its hotel 
partners. For reservations and informa- 
tion, Call (800) 255-6425. 


UBS DEVELOPS 
ENHANCED AIR SYSTEM 


Underwater Breathing Systems, Inc., 
(UBS) has an evolutionary new product 
that is rapidly changing the concept of 
diving with nitrox. 

The principal concept behind the 
In the Bahamas UBS/PM (permeable membrane) Sys- 
tem is simple yet dramatic. Instead of 
adding oxygen to the blending process, 
air from a feed compressor removes hy- 
drocarbons and other contaminates. 
The air then passes into a membrane 
canister containing thousands of hair- 
like, hollow fibers. Oxygen, which is 
more transferrable than nitrogen, per- 
meates the membranes at a highly 
manageable rate. Determining the 
proper gas ratio is accomplished by ad- 
justing a needle valve that allows the 
operator to “dial out” the nitrogen, 
whereby the enhanced gas is then di- 
rected to the compressor for distribu- 
tion into the storage banks or a stan- 
dard scuba cylinder. 

The benefit of DNAx for the consumer 
is increased bottom time, shorter sur- 
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CARIB INN 


P.O. Box 68 ¢ Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles 
Telephone (01 1) 599-7-8819 
Fax (011) 599-7-5295 
Reservations — 8am - 5pm daily. FAX 24 hours 
E-mail: 75317.667@compuserve.com 
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ey face interval, the elimination of post dive 
fatigue and built-in safety margins while 
diving on standard air tables. = 
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INTERNATIONAL 
COMMERCIAL DIVING 
INSTITUTE 

(Continued from Page 33) 


ground is very similar to Dave Stoudt’s. 
They both graduated from the same dive 
school and moved into the commercial 
world. Phil Soanned the globe doing air 
diving and surface gas diving in such 
places as Scotland, India, the North Sea, 
the Far East, the Pacific, the West Coast 
of the United States and the Gulf of 
Mexico. His forte is ship’s husbandry. 

John Marinelli teaches wet welding, 
topside welding, first aid, CPR, rigging, 
diesel engine maintenance and operation 
and is the inland diving instructor at ICDI. 
John was a topside welder, a truck re- 
pairman and an ironworker before be- 
coming acommercial diver. His first 
commercial work was with an underwa- 
ter construction company in Con- 
necticut. They trained him for underwater 
nuclear welding and sent him to Puerto 
Rico to replace the legs on a pier. After 
Puerto Rico, he changed companies and 
worked offshore in the Gulf of Mexico do- 
ing inspections, cleaning, videotaping 
and jetting out and exposing pipelines. 
Marriage and a desire to be closer to 
home brought John to a job with 
Maryland Diving, which does about 75 
percent of all the commercial diving in the 
State of Maryland. He did jackhammer- 
ing, water drilling and installed and an- 
chored dock systems. 

To become an ICDI student, you must 
be at least 18 years old, have a high 
school diploma or GED and be in good 
physical condition. A physical examina- 
tion with the physician of your choice is 
required. During the first week of classes, 
you will be given the U.S. Navy Standard 
Pressure and Oxygen Tolerance test at 
ICDI’s hyperbaric chamber facility. This 
ensures you can equalize freely and 
breathe oxygen under pressure. Scuba 
certification is not required, since each 
student receives PDIC basic open water 
diver certification during the commercial 
diving course. Students need basic 
equipment: mask, fins, snorkel and a wet 
or drysuit. During the winter months, dry- 
suits are imperative in the cold waters of 
the Christina River. In the middle and late 
summer, warm water makes wetsuits the 
logical choice. 

A new class begins at ICDI on the first 
Monday of each month and the weekly 
schedule is a ten hour day, four days a 
week (Monday through Thursday). On 
the third day of class, in-water training 
begins. Each subsequent day is divided 
between five hours of classroom work 
and five hours of in-water training. The 
maximum class size is 12 students, en- 
suring each receives maximum attention. 


| Located on the tip of} 





» [SOLMAR ra | 4 


The 1 12 -foot Solmar V is the most luxurious 
live-aboard operating in Mexico. Based in 
Cabo San Lucas, the Solmar V offers trips in - 
the summer to the Sea of Cortez and in the 
winter to the Socorro Islands (Revillagigedos), 
the last unexplored diving legend of Mexico. 
Encounters with schooling Hammerheads, 
giant Mantas, whale 
_4 sharks, sea lions and 
migratory whales are 
likely. Individuals, 
| groups and private 
icharters welcome... 
Call for more 
live-aboard info! 


y 
a%, 


BE Simic paras spat at cae 


The Baja Peninsula, 
the Solmar isa 
secluded resort of 
intimate size that 
straddles the Sea of 


| Cortez and the 


Pacific Ocean. Walking distance from town, 
all rooms are air-conditioned suites with 

private baiconies.Shopping, nightlife, 

sight-seeing, two large pools/jacuzzi, golfing, 

fishing or Solmar's private white sand beach 

will be sure to make your vacation First Class. 
Land-based diving packages for groups and 
individuals... Call for more info! 


For reservations and information, call 


800.344.3349 


310-459-9861 » FAX 310-454-1686 


Diving Provided by 
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St. Croix's 
Best Wall Dive 
7. Only Steps 


Slip into the Florida Keys’ 
most comfortable and cozy 
dedicated dive resort. 


ee ge 
ows 


THE WAVES 


CANE BAY 


an Tait seaside inn 
a spectacular natural setting PADI 


800 545-0603 = “'onsie 
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) < Kelly’s on the Bay 


Call 1-200-226-0415 
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AT GRAND CAYMAN’S 
EAST END 







EXPERIENCE 
THE CAYMAN OF 
YESTERDAY! 
We guarantee 
the best value 

& the best diving in the islands! 
INCLUSIVE DIVE VACATION PACKAGES 


A/C lodging, all meals, diving, all taxes/service charges 


All services (dive operation, dining, bar, 
lodging), located on-site at our small 
secluded beachfront diving lodge. 


¢ NIGHT ALL-INCLUSIVE PACKAGE 


$793.00 per person/double occupancy 
(July - October 1996) 


1-800-TLC-DIVE 
US & CANADA: FAX 806-798-7568 
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INTERNATIONAL 
COMMERCIAL DIVING 
INSTITUTE 


Students will complete 22 course seg- 
ments during 650 hours of training. In the 
early stages, they learn diving physics, 
decompression theory, dive medicine, 
CPR and first aid. They are tested on their 
Knowledge of standards set by the 
Association of Commercial Diving 
Educators (ACDE), the American 
National Standards Institute (ANSI), OS- 
HA and U.S.C.G. They use the best in 
commercial diving equipment, including 
a variety of commercial diving helmets 
such as the Superlite 17, Heliox 18-KMB- 
28, Miller 400, Aquadyne, Desco Equip- 
ment and Swindell/Divex helmets. 
Various levels of underwater construc- 
tion, rigging, surface metal arc cutting, 
oilfield and inland diving, closed circuit 
TV, still photography and bridge inspec- 
tion round out the curriculum. 

ICDI’s advanced.training classes in- 
clude American Welding Society (AWS) 
approved topside certifications, non-de- 
structive testing (NDT) certification and 
PDIC recreational scuba instructor train- 
ing. In response to many requests from 
its customers for hazardous materials 
training, ICDI now offers a 40 hour, OSHA 
approved, site response and hazardous 
materials handling course. 

The bottom line to becoming a com- 
mercial diver is finding work. Prior to grad- 
uation, ICDI’s placement department us- 
es Its vast array of contacts to assist stu- 
dents in finding and securing their first 
jobs. Graduates can expect to earn an av- 
erage entry level diver’s salary of $20,000 
to $30,000. Dave Stoudt commented on 
the status of the commercial job market 
for new graduates. “The Gulf of Mexico is 
busy right now and has been for some 
time. Many of the structures (oilrigs) are 
old and are going offline and being re- 
placed by new ones. This provides plenty 
of work for commercial divers. Power- 
plants also provide plenty of work. Just 
this morning | had six openings in Florida 
that involve the nuclear power industry.” 

The students and instructors at ICDI are 
one big family. The staff and instructors 
are just as proud of the students as the 
students are of their instructors and the 
training program. When | asked Dave 
Stoudt why it was so easy for ICDI to place 
its students, he beamed and replied, “It’s a 
combination of job availability and the 
graduates that we produce. We deal with 
a core group of contractors who know 
what they have gotten from us in the past 
and they continue to receive the same 
quality graduate now. They are more than 
happy to take our graduates.” 

If you think ICDI might be right for you, 


Half off! 


Set sail on Windjammer’s 
6 or 13 day Gah 
adventures and 

bring a companion 
for 1/2 fare! 





Call your 
travel agent or 


1-800-327-2601 


http://www.windjammer.com 


* Must show diver 
certification upon booking. 


e 2 
Windjammer 
Barefoot Cruises. 
F P.O. Box 190120, Dept. 34, Miami Beach, FL 33119 | 





“You won't find a boat 
towed metal detector 
that can cover as i uch 







Jack Fisher, President 
_ JW. Fishers Mfg., Inc. 


““Ofity the PULSE 12 has. 
a l6ft.x 24ft. detection 
area, and the ability. 
to tow three search 
coils. Extremely 
mes it 




















A ite box 
search coil, 150 





1953 eounty St. 
(880)822-47: 






FAX: (50 
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don’t take my word or that of the instruc- 
tors and staff, listen to students such as 
Farivar Rokni. His criteria was the same 
as all the students | interviewed—experi- 
enced instructors, state of the art train- 
ing equipment and facilities, plenty of 
hands-on training, reasonable course 
fees, competitive financing and low cost 
housing. Farivar added, “The staff at IC- 
Dl is very friendly and helpful. It doesn’t 
matter how cheap, how expensive or 
how good the school is, if they don’t 
treat you right, you don’t want to stay 
there.” Farivar liked the treatment, he 
was only weeks away from graduation. 

If you want to get firsthand information 
about ICDI, attend one of the free, bi- 
monthly, hands-on commercial diving 
seminars at its Wilmington facility. Scuba 
certified individuals can don a Superlite 
17 or a Kirby Morgan Band Mask, make 
an actual commercial dive, participate in 


hyperbaric chamber operations, see a. 


video on saturation diving and grill the 
staff and current students to their hearts’ 
content. For those who are too far away 
to visit the facility, ICDI offers a video, 
Discover Commercial Diving, which fea- 
tures the ICDI facility. The video costs 
$14.95, including shipping and handling. 
For more information, write to the 
International Commercial Diving Institute, 
550 South Madison Street, Wilmington, 
DE 19801. In Delaware call (802) 571- 
9981 or, out of state, call (800) 964-4234. 
The fax number is (302) 571-5756, =#* 


TECHNIFACTS 
(Continued from Page 34) 


surfacing from ano decompression dive. 
In all other cases, follow standard de- 
compression procedures carefully. 

Cheri explained her dive profiles more 
completely. “When downloading my 
computer, it appeared the only thing | did 
‘wrong’ was to swim very strenuously 
while chasing Hammerhead Sharks on 
the second dive of the third day. At no 
time did my computer go into the de- 
compression mode.” She also added, “| 
was diving with two men, one of whom 
dived almost exactly the same profile as 
myself. We used the same model com- 
outer and came up with exactly the same 
readings.” According to Cheri, the sec- 
ond man in the team dived even more 
aggressive profiles with no safety stops 
at ail. Neither man suffered DCS. 

Cheri’s increased exercise while chas- 
ing Hammerhead Sharks probably con- 
tributed to her being bent. Studies indi- 
cate that exercising divers do absorb 
more nitrogen than resting divers. By rais- 
ing the volume of gas absorbed during a 
dive, exercise at depth increases decom- 
oression risk and time needed for safe 
decompression. In one study it was found 
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Graduates 
100%* Placed 


VVeyetel titel, 


1992-'93-'94 


NO PREVIOUS Ed 


Home Study or Full Residence ¢ Full or Part Time Placement 
100% TUITION FINANCING Approved for Veterans Training 
sainemeitiiacaaiiiaiiaa 1-800-331-4255 Nationally 
305-743-5929 In Florida 


s CAREER Fax 305-743-8168 
‘ INSTITUTE 1994 Overseas Hwy. 


INTERNATIONAL DIVING 


‘ a5 ; 
at Faro Blanco Resort & Hall's Diving Center Marathon, Florida Keys 33050 
* 100% 1992-93 FETPIP; 1993-94 100% placed 6 out of 8 types of Instructor courses. 97% placed on an average of all institute programs including Divemaster and Repair Tech. As a result 
of a vocational program review, locally collected vocational student follow-up data have been used to compile this information. The methods used to collect this information are specified by 
state laws and rules. These data are available for inspection upon request. Licensed by State Board of Independent Postsecondary, Vocational, Technical, Trade and Business Schools Lic# 94 





Florida Keys at Its Best! 


9L8® AMERICA'S MOST BEAUTIFUL REEF 
, AND WRECK DIVING awaits vou! 
Stay ina moderate cottage or a luxurious 


YE CF LIA __ Suite while diving the magical sunswept 


CII PO RR. Florida Keys. Explore the National Marine 
& CAREER INSTITUTE Sanctuary in such famous places as 


: " ees _ Sombrero, Looe Key and the 189' long 
Special Dive, Airfill and Lodging «Thungerbolt" wreck to name just a few. 
Packages (3, 5 & 7 Night) 
As 1-800-331-HALL (4255) 


OO Per 305-743-5929 in Florida | 
Low: $67 Person FAX 305-743-8168 
Hall's Diving « 1994 Overseas Hwy ° Marathon, Fi. Keys 33050 
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TRAVEL 
Around the World 
Scuba and Adventure Travel 


Cozumel 


Come visit the Island’s 
best Dive Operators, 
Hotels and Ruin Tours 


Packages starting at*399. 


Where you travel does make a difference! 


1-800-990-3839 
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e : : te) The Space Suit 
for your camera 


For diving, snorkeling, boating & beaches. Tough & durable. 25 

years as the world's most sold underwater housing. Available 

for most camcorders & SLR cameras, in camera & dive stores. 
216 Haddon Ave. ¢ Westmont, NJ 08108 
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a Private \6land Resort ——_ 


e Located at the world famous Elbow. . 


Rois) |PAomece @) fo anliclcomenle slalculiie 


encounter e newly renovated rooms, boats, dining & lounge facility 
Te|| mexe) atoll ile)al-\encele)aasneiZe]|(@|@)(om M0 @\>11(0)@ Oxe|11e) elle anes] sial> 


e world class sportfishing. . 


Mile@lxe|s\eKe(<=1-ens-10 


1-800-874-0118 « fax 904-641-5285 
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BREITLING, ZODIAC, TAG HEUER, 
PORSCHE, AUTHORIZED SALES. 

Dive watch repair center. Ron Gordon master 
watch maker. Rolex and all brands repaired 
and water pressure tested. 

516 5th Ave. at 43rd., Rm 303 
New York, NY 10036. 


(212) 869-8999 or 800-869-0889 





Dive Kona Hawaii 
6 nights hotel 
Three 2-tank boat dives $390. pp/d. occ 


_1-800-525 PADI 


» = King Kamehameha Hotel 
A. RHOION 75-5660 Palani Rd 


Ss 
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Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 
1-808-329-KONA 






> Open~Air Bar and Restaurant 
> 24 Hour Dive Lockers and Tanks 
> In-Room Mini-Kitchens 

> 10% Discount on Dive Packages 
> Fresh Water Swimming Pool 
and Jacuzzi 


Dive From Your 
“phages Step 


East End - On site dive “ 


> Shore Diving - Waldo’s Reef - Waldo’s. 
Off Hotel Dock 
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Ch DIVEEASTEND &* 
OCEAN FRONTIERS & OLE JUD’S RESORT 


8 DAYS, 7 NIGHTS 
$555 ppdo 


6 DAYS DIVING (12 DIVES) 
CALL or FAX: (809) 947-7500 anytime 
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Call for information 


1-800-37-DIVER 


World’s Foremost Authority in Scuba 
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TECHNIFACTS 


that resting divers had a bends risk factor 
of 11 percent, while working divers had a 
risk of 21 percent. It is worth noting that 
strenuous exercise before diving has also 
been implicated in a higher incidence of 
bends. Also, sudden, violent contraction 
of muscles following a dive may con- 
tribute to DCS. For safe diving, modera- 
tion in all things should be the slogan at all 
times; before, during and after the dive. 

It is unlikely there can be a technically 
accurate answer to Cheri’s bends case. 
In her letter she stated, “Il know of two 
other women divers who sustained DCS 
hits while using a computer side by side 
with aman.” The male divers did not suf- 
fer DCS. Cheri felt no decompression ta- 
bles and computers were designed for 
the average male diver. Her correspon- 
dence with dive shops and computer 
manufacturers brought the standard, 
evasive answer, “Everybody absorbs ni- 
trogen differently.” While this is an accu- 
rate statement it does not help prevent 
bends in divers who are following no de- 
co tables or using a dive computer. 

Are women more susceptible to DCS 
than men? For many years the common- 
ly held view in diving medicine has been 
that they are. No compelling physiologi- 
cal reasons for this could be found. 
However, in the many reports of various 
studies, several reasons have been sug- 
gested. One of the differences was that 
women have an increased percentage of 
body fat. Also suggested were hormonal 
influences. And there were others, in- 
cluding some hypothetical suggestions. 

A later study indicated that when men 
and women with like levels of aerobic fit- 
ness were compared the increased rates 
of DCS in women disappeared. | think 
the observation that women divers may 
be at greater risk cannot be ignored. An 
additional thought is that women may 
have to work a little harder at fitness for 
diving than men because they do have a 
slightly higher percentage of body fat. 
However, the real intimation here is that if 
men and women are to dive with reason- 
ably low risk of DCS, they should main- 
tain body fitness consistent with the ac- 
tivity. If fitness is not maintained, bottom 
time and decompression schedules 
should be adjusted accordingly. 

Decompression is defined as the relief 
of pressure. Divers know every dive, re- 
gardless of depth, ends with decom- 
pression. The simple act of ascending 
from the deepest part of any dive to at- 
mospheric pressure is decompression. 
However, because there are several 
kinds of pressure involved in diving, de- 
compression is not that simple. Also, 
there are many variables in the physical 











laws of gases and fluids (including those 
making up the human body) and their in- 
teraction with each other. In many cases 
the individual diver’s responses to these 
interactions affect the functioning of the 
human body during decompression, 
sometimes leading to potentially serious 
decompression problems. 

In the diving manuals of the 1930s and 
1940s, it was postulated that the abso- 
lute pressure Surrounding a diver could 
be reduced by one-half without danger of 
bubble formation. This was known as 
Haldane’s two to one rule. This indicated 
that a dive to 33 feet for any length of 
time (two atmospheres absolute pres- 
sure), then surfacing to one atmosphere 
would not produce bubbles. Or, that a 
diver could make a prolonged dive to 
greater depths and ascend slowly to 
one-half the absolute pressure without 
danger of bubble formation. We now 
know the two to one rule is not complete- 
ly valid. It does tell us, however, the rela- 
tively slow rate of tissue saturation and 
desaturation will allow for ano decom- 
pression dive profile if certain limits of 
depth and time are met. The no decom- 
pression tables we now use are based 
on this modified assumption. 

In understanding the principles of de- 
compression theory and the bends, it is 
important that divers realize tissue satu- 
ration takes place predominately as a 
physical absorption, not a chemical com- 
bination. The gases pass unchanged into 
the fluids and occupy the spaces among 
the fluid molecules. True, some oxygen 
combines chemically within the blood 
and is transported to tissues to meet 
metabolic needs. Possibly some very 
small part of the nitrogen component of 
air is also used in Some manner. Certainly 
we know that in deep saturation diving, 
the body functions better with a small 
amount of nitrogen in the breathing gas. 
Somewhere, somehow, the body needs 
at least asmall amount of nitrogen. 
Except for those small amounts, the gas- 
es remain unchanged; they are still gas- 
es. As the diver ascends slowly and final- 
ly surfaces, these gases are normally 
transported back to the lungs and are ex- 
haled. However, if ambient pressure is 
reduced too much or too rapidly the gas- 
es may come out of solution as minute 
bubbles, while still in the tissues, and be- 
come hurtful and sometimes harmful. 

Avoiding bends symptoms usually in- 
volves a decompression procedure that 
establishes the rate for pressure reduc- 
tion. In diving, this may be accomplished 
by establishing a constant rate of ascent, 
such as 60 feet per minute. Or control 
may be by stage decompression with 
prescribed stops at various depths; for 
example, a stop at ten feet for ten min- 
utes. Generally, modern decompression 
involves both methods. To safely decom- 
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p © 120 ft. of air conditioned comfort 
_ e Staterooms with full double bed 
and private facilities 


© SD/AD 1996 


M.Y. Bilikiki 


| Bilikiki Cruises Ltd. 
800-663-5363 


a Ph: 604-383-7253 
Fax: 604-383-6598 


Video Available 
W/V A. SG A. NG SN 


WINSTON McDERMOT’S AFFORDABLE 


CAYMAN BRAC 
LITTLE CAYMAN 
5655. 


7-nts. ace 
6-days of 2-tank boat dives; Shere nite 
dives & unlimited air for shore dives. 


. in luxury room: 


ALL INCLUSIVE ! All the above 
gw + meals per day and tax & transfers. 
BRAC CARIBBEAN isnow cayman Bracs newest & finest 


full service luxury dive resort with dive-shop, dive-dock, bar, restaurant 


& pool. Our new location, Call us for absolutely the very best 
accommodations & prices in condos, villas, hotels and private homes 
onall three islands. No one knows these islands as we do! 19 years 
experic ‘nce and we're C aymanian owned and opcrated 


OF TOLER ONY OYE RRY LOAN oatice shops! 
$1 3OQ5.” LItTLe CAYMAN DIVER 


* Restrictions apply ¢ Former luxury 90' mega yac ht. 
Very exclusive with 10 passengers max in 5 private cabins 
each with its own private head & shower. 24 hours of 
cinte uctured diving. Our small ad saves you BIG! 


BRAC AQUATICS eo. sox 273781 
Tampa, FL 33688 + 800-544-2722, 813-962-2236 
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THERE IS NO COMPARISON!! 
MV BILIKIKI & MV SPIRIT of SOLOMONS 


offer you the best of world class diving in 


Solomon Islands 









e Diving ¢ Food « Value for money « From $215.00 pp/per night 
e All rated 5% * * x * by Undercurrent 


Bilikiki Cruises Ltd., PO Box 876, Honiara, Solomon Islands ¢ Ph +(677) 20412 © Fx +(677) 23897 
http://www.3routes.com/scuba/bilikiki.Atml or e-mail: bilikiki@horizon.bc.ca 


CA: 310-670-7302 Fax: 310-338-0708 IRUAWabe 
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°14 years knowledge of Solomon 
dive sites 
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M.V. Spirit of Solomon 


W- 


WA\\ ee Za 


©) DIVE DISCOVERY ; 


Complete dive and 
adventure travel 


56-8890 | 415-2 
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Dive 


Nebraska! BES 


CS Ce 


Millions of years ago, the midwest 
was THE dive destination. Let 
Reet & Rainforest take you to 
today's ultimate dive sites — Palau, 


PNG, Thailand, 
the Red Sea, 
the Caribbean... 
and beyond. 

Call: 


800 794- ORNR ‘It’s time re! some R&R! 
Email: rnrtravel@aol.com 
http://www. reefrainfrst.com 








circle #16 on Reader Service Card 





I BAYMAN BAY CLUB ( 





Guanaja - Bay [slands - 





y af Bayman Bay 





Honduras 


e Dive into Nature 

e Snorkeling 

e Fish & Coral 

e Jungle Sounds 

e (sland Hikes 

e Kayaks 

e Dockside moonlight 
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What do 50 different reefs, cutter wreck, 1 Moray City, 
1 Eagle, 1 Buddha and an Aquanauts “hangout” 
all have in common? 


SWER! 


All are a few of the unique dive sites within easy reach 


Lady Cyana Divers 


Dive over 50 different reef sites, hang out with our 5 resident green morays 
at Davis Ledge, explore a 327 ft. Coast Guard Cutter DUANE, fly across the 
EAGLE-a 287 ft. freighter, meditate next to our underwater Buddha or 
dive next to our Aquanauts habitat at 60 feet. 


Let Lady Cyana be your answer to the best possible 
Florida Keys Dive Vacation! 


This ia Paradise Local # 305-664-8717 Thopical Elegance 


Delican Cove G&S 
a Resort 800-221-877 1'¢ CHESAPEAKE RESORT 
oY Rooms ienyail: alliiedabatiaal-oom 1-800-338-3595 
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DIVING AND HISTORY 
TURKEY 


Vlei new destin or 
-_— Tours bringing together 
CENTRAL AMERICA FS diving, cruising along the 
Bahla Tours bn : mediterranean and sightseeing 
Tel: 305-666-1997 * Fax: 305-666-2292 Rie. felt] ere)", 
E-mail: bahia@ gate.net ¢ http:/;www.empg.conybahia/tours $ > tt ; oe 3 x ’ 2 8 8- | CliNeely, 


800-443-0717 


WEST’S ONLY CAYMAN BRAC ES 
TE DIVE CENTER! New, deluxe 2-3 BDR homes on 


— secluded palm-shaded white sand beach. 
ae everytinra) gs fits, 7 ou oe r . Restaurant, top rated dive shop, friendly 
Doll , repair bail poo!. pn ay in ue dive packages from 
bwith just one call to... The Caribbean's best diving! 


ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWA’ 
For a free brochure call 1-800-972-9795 
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press from a dive, it is critical that both 
the rate of ascent and the staged stops, 
if any, set forth for the specific table or 
computer, be carefully followed. 

All of this may sound as if safe diving is 
complex and difficult. It is not. In your dive 
training you learned the laws of gases and 
fluids and how they react under pressure 
and changes of pressure. To better un- 
derstand decompression and the poten- 
tials for bends, it might be well for divers 
to review these basic physical laws. They 
still apply and must be observed. 

In one of her letters Cheri wrote, “l 
have felt frustrated at times because 
there is so little research available on 
DCS and its many factors and symp- 
toms.... | feel | have an obligation to my- 
self to learn as much as | can so as to 
prevent this from happening again. | also 
feel | can be valuable to the group | dive 
with by sharing information and possibly 
preventing them from having to go 
through a similar experience.... You have 
been my most valuable source of infor- 
mation as yet and have made me feel 
there is someone out there listening and 
caring.” Cheri can be sure that Tech- 
nifacts and SKIN DIVER Magazine do 
care. We are grateful to be able to pass 
along your information so others can 
benefit. Thanks. 

Most information on decompression 
research and bends is in technical pa- 
pers that seldom become available to the 
general diving public. A resource | have 
found quite helpful is Diving Medicine. 
The 25 chapters are selected papers 
presented by an equal number of diving 
qualified physiologists with well estab- 
lished expertise. The book was written 
primarily for the physician involved in the 
care of divers. However, it is very read- 
able and divers will understand most of 
the texts. Of particular interest will be 
Chapter 4, Mechanisms and Risks of 
Decompression, and Chapter 138, 
Women and Diving. The book is available 
from Best Publishing Company, P.O. 
Box 30100, Flagstaff, AZ 86003-0100. 
Call (800) 468-1055 for information. 


EARTHQUAKES 

In the September 1995 Technifacts, | 
asked readers to tell me how it felt to be 
U/W during an earthquake. William E. 
Wanamaker, USAID/Manila wrote, “I have 
had two such experiences. On November 
26, 1995, we were diving at Verde Island. 
We were on the bottom in 70 feet of water 
looking for pottery shards from the wreck 
of the Nuestra Senora de la Vida that sank 
in 1621. Suddenly we heard a rumbling 
noise and felt vibrations, particularly in our 
chest cavities. It felt like short, rapid 





surges. It was startling and a bit scary.” Bill 
later confirmed through the Philippine 
Agency (PAGASA) responsible for disas- 
ter activities that what they had felt was 
one of two aftershocks following the main 
quake. The aftershock they felt at 10:15, 
midway through their first dive, registered 
3.8 on the Richter Scale. “| am not sure 
but | think we were about five to six miles 
from the epicenter,” Bill continued. “We al- 
So experienced a second quake on April 
8, 1995, near Puerto Galera. It was loud; 
one diver thought it was a boat passing 
overhead. The vibrations were not as no- 
ticeable.” Bill got the dates for the informa- 
tion from his logbooks. He also stated, 
“Far more frightening is being underwater 
when the dynamite fishermen are nearby. 
Dynamite blasts have a very different 
sound; earthquake tremors rumble for 
several seconds; a dynamite blast isa 
sharp, loud noise.” 

Thanks, Bill, for the information. We 
would like to hear from other divers who 
have been U/W during an earthquake. 


NEW COMMERCIAL 
DIVING BOOK 
SKIN DIVER Magazine is the principal 
advertising media for all of the several 
commercial diving schools. Also, SDM 


f ee allt Resort is the ul and most 
luxurious dive resort on Utila. Perched at the water's 
edge. bungalows feature PRN atamecia: hotw water 


and.air conditioning: 

Our full service dive Operation, offers three divans 
_/daity, night dives, and unlimited beach diving ona 
~-spectacular fringing coral reef. 

Fishing, volleyball, island tours, hiking, SM imming, 

snorkeling or kayaking offer plenty of activities 

poe eta vacation whims. 


(800) 66-UTILA 


PHONE : (318) 893-0013 © FAX : (318) 893-5024 
LOCAL PHONE/FAX : 011 (504) 45-3239 





wiss couple is seeking a dive business in the 
Caribbean or South Pacific (new or existing; 
buy, lease or partnership; independent or w/hotel) 
Please contact: 










THE ISLAND TIME FORGOT 
A Caymanian family - owned and operated Diving 
Lodge with 8 double occupancy rooms with 


Mrs. E. Antonietti & Mr. D. Egerter 
Floraweg 11, CH-3097 Liebefeld-Berne, 
Switzerland. Fax. +41 -31-972 29 58: 






provides readers with periodic reviews of 
their training programs. Even with this ex- 
posure potential students are not always 
able to get all the information they need 
to make a judgment about which school 
to attend. Now that has changed. 

Douglas Terrel, a retired commercial 
diver, diver educator, author and busi- 
nessman has written the book that will 
help prospective students make a good 
selection. The title of his book is Me? A 
Commercial Diver? 


AC, Caymanian cuisine, 2 tank a.m. boat dives on 
BLOODY BAY WALL, unlimited p.m. shore 
dives. On Request: fishing, night diving, cycling, 
island tours, picnics to secluded beaches, 


3 BDRM HOUSE ONLY $90/NITE per couple 
2BDRM apts. ONLY $70/NITE per couple 
$15 extra for each addl. person 
La Esperanza Restaurant adjacent to accommodations 
Oceanside Private Beach access ¢ Car rental $25/day 
Direct Ph: 809-948-0531 * Fx: 809-948-0525 
800-327-8777 © SD/AD 1996 


800-626-0496 “Ne ie 
PH: 809 94 92891 you LL LON 
FAX: 809 94 96821 
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The 80 page book not only discusses | —\— : 
each of the several commercial dive j 
schools, it gets into the whys and hows D ; g K EY ml 
of becoming acommercial diver. The 
WE’LL PROVIDE THE REST... 


lifestyle of commercial divers is de- 

scribed, as are the long term possibilities 

and one-half dozen other questions a SOUTHPOINT DIVERS 1s Your 

prospective student should ask. | agree TICKET TO THE ULTIMATE KEY WEST 
ADVENTURE. DIvE THE REEFS AND WRECKS 

OF THE FLORIDA NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY 










completely with Terrel’s suggestion, 
“Visit all the schools possible.” But, read 
the book first so you will know what to 
look for. Then choose the one that 
seems to provide what you need to get 
your start in commercial diving. The book 
is available from Success in America, 
5318 E. Second Street, Suite 135, Long 
Beach, CA 90803. The price is $12.97. 
Dealer inquiries are invited. = 


DISCOUNT PASSPORT WITH OVER 
500 DOLLARS IN ISLAND SAVINGS, 
INCLUDING HOTELS, RESTAURANTS, 
RENTAL Cars, NIGHTLIFE 
AND ALL OF KEY WEST'S 
FINEST ATTRACTIONS == 
EXCLUSIVELY FROM YOUR FRIENDS AT 


THE Lower KEYS’ SOUTHPO . 
#1 TRAINING FACILITY “DI 





1-800-824-6811 = 
714 DuvaL St. - KEY WeEsT, FLoriDA 33040 
(305) 292-9778 + E-MAIL: SOUTHPOINT@AOL.COM v 
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OKINI? 


or the whales, the caverns, 
the critters, or the Hawaiian 
Humuhumu-nukunuku-a-pua’a fish! 


Great Deals on 
Dive Packages! 
Maui, Lanai & Molokini 
7 Davs/6 Nights, 8 dives 


$§25 posao 


©SD/AD 1996 


Since 1978, Lahaina Divers of Maui has 
been thrilling divers with great diving. 
NiViidamancokeeice)eamelicm oley-1Mmual= 
43' Reliant and the 50’ Endeavor, we'll 
show you a Maui, Lanai and Molokini 
you'll never forget! 


Our néw watersports center carries a 
completeine of snorkeling, dive and 
photo.equipment. Plus, we offer a 
complete spectrum of dive classes from 
opén water completions to Hawaiian 
specialties. So whether you're in search of 
turtles, whales, caverns, the 
Humuhumu-nukunuku-a-pua’a fish or 
just updating your skills... 


Go for Lahaina Divers 


143 Dickenson Street ¢ Lahaina, Maui, HI 96761 ¢ e-mail: lahainadivers.com 
“In the Heart of Old Lahaina” 


1-800-998-3483 





! pal CAYMAN BRAC LUXURY 


‘=! New spacious 2 bdrm condos on the sea. White 
sand beach, palm trees, sun, restaurant, pool, friendly 
1 people. Dive pkgs from $670/wk. Free brochure. 


BRAC CARIBBEAN BEACH VILLAGE 
Box 4-S Stake Bay, Cayman Brac, Cayman Islands, B.W.I. 
Call toll free 800/791-7911 © Fax 809/948-1111 








Diving Getaways 
at Emerald Bay on 
Catalina Island 


JUMPINTO (x 
ACTION NOW! ~~ 


Weekend Getaway Package #1: 





> Departs Fri. Morning, Returns Sun. Evening 

> 3 Days/2 Nights Accommodations 

> Round Trip Transportation to Catalina 

> Ali Meals 

> 4 Boat Dives, 7 Night Dive, 
Unlimited Beach Diving. 

> All Air Fills and Use of All Diving Equipment 
Use of Kayaks 


ony 924-5 


OTHER PACKAGES AVAILABLE 
Optional Add-On: 
PADI International 
Advanced Diver 
Certification 
for an additional $20 


Experience California’s only 


mo bl oF MO]U a oles) a 
(800) 477-2822 
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EQUIPMENT QUESTIONS? 











Save Your Copies of 
skin diver 


= _—— 


FOREMOST AUTHORITY IN ITS FIELD 


Here's the perfect way to keep your 
favorite issues of SKIN DIVER! [imate 
These durable, custom-made cases 
and binders, in light blue with 
attractive gold lettering, will provide 
maximum protection and easy 
access. The binders oO) 
feature a special ; 
spring mechanism to 
hold individual rods 
that quickly snap in 

place. 


CASES: 
BINDERS: 1-$9.95 3-$27.95 


Add $1 per case/binder for postage and handling. Outside USA 
$2.50 per case/binder. (U.S. funds only). PA residents add 6% 
sales tax. Please make checks or money orders payable to 
Jesse Jones Industries. 


SKIN DIVER 
Jesse Jones Industries, Dept. PET-SD 
499 East Erie Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19134 


Please send me cases; binders for 
SKIN DIVER. \JEnclosedis$ 


Charge my: (Minimum $15) 
4AmEx. OVisa IMC Diners Club 


Card# Expiration date 


6 - $52.95 


Signature 
Charge orders: Call TOLL FREE, 7 days, 24 hours 
1-800-825-6690 


Name 
(please print) 
Address 
(No P.O. Box numbers please) 


City 


State & Zip 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


SEE & SEA OFFERS 
GALAPAGOS ISLANDS 
CRUISES 


See & Sea Travel of San Francisco has 
announced a new series of seven day 
cruises in the Galapagos Islands. 

The new cruises will cost only $2,250 
per person and will dive sites chosen by 
famed author Paul Humann. 





For those who wish the full array of the 
Galapagos’ incredible land walks and 
dives sites, See & Sea Travel will offer 
several 14 day cruises each year hosted 
by Humann. His longer cruises include at 
least six major land walks, plus the 
schooling Hammerheads and Whale 
Sharks found in the remote northern is- 
lands, Darwin and Wolf. 

For further information write to See & 
Sea Travel, Inc., 50 Francisco Street 
#205, San Francisco, CA 94138 or call 
(415) 4384-3400; fax (415) 484-3409. 
Visit See & Sea on the Internet at 
http://www.divxprt.com/see&sea or e- 
mail to divxprt@ix.netcom.com. = 


GRAND CAYMAN’S 
WESTIN CASUARINA 


The Westin Casuarina Resort, which 
opened in January on Grand Cayman’s 
Seven Mile Beach, is the first new Westin 
hotel in the Caribbean. 

The Westin Casuarina Resort occu- 
pies more than 700 feet of beachfront 
bordered by casuarina pines. It also of- 
fers guests more than 5,000 square feet 
of pool and deck area, shaded with hun- 
dreds of date and coconut palms. 

The Westin Casuarina offers gourmet 
and casual dining and indoor and out- 
door bars. Terraces and an open air 
restaurant offer soectacular sunset and 
sea views. Guestrooms have over-sized 
marble baths and most have French 
doors leading onto balconies. 

The eight acre site also includes two 
hottubs, two tennis courts and a fitness fa- 
cility. Red Sail Sports, one of Grand 
Cayman's most experienced dive opera- 
tors, offers a complete range of diving ac- 
tivities, including Discover Scuba courses 
and certification programs. Its watersport 
center has a complete range of equip- 
ment, including sailboats, windsurfers and 
waverunners, plus waterskiing and para- 
sailing. Achampionship, 18 hole golf 
course, The Links at SafeHaven, is nearby. 

For reservations and information from 
the U.S., contact Westin Hotels and 
Resorts at (800) 228-3000. = 














Rates $498.00 for 6 consecutive ads, $768.00 for a full year. 
Add $81.00 1st line Bold. PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY 
COPY via bank draft or international money in U.S. funds. 
DEADLINE: 28th of 3rd month prior to issue date. Send 
copy and payment to Overseas Divers’ Directory, SKIN 
DIVER Magazine, 6420 Wilshire Bivd., Los Angeles, CA 
90048-5515. For more information cail (213) 782-2245. 





HEMINGWAYS ADVENTURE DIVING IN AFRICA 800-443-0799 
Combine a SAFARI with diving. Hemingways on Kenya 
Coast experience real Africa above and below the water. Call 


FAX:415 442-0289 
800-247-3483 

Fax 206-441-5431 
206-441-3483 


for prices & customized itineraries 
MANTA REEF LODGE 

Pemba Islands only dive resort. 
East Africa absolutely best diving. 
Complete wildlife Safaris. Discounted airfares. 





DOCKYARD DIVERS 809-460- 1178 Fax 809- 460- 1179 
Nelson’s Dockyard Box 184 Antigua 

Antigua's beautiful south coast. Yachting ctr, sensational 
sites within 1 mile. Sales. Rental. Accom. Pkgs. PADI certs. 





UNIQUE SPORTS OF ARUBA 
Complete PADI Dive Ctr. US. Bookings Agent KJ 
1-800-450-2084 full watersport fac. located at Aruba Palm 
Beach Resort. Hotel pick-up srv. dive pkgs. 40’ boat. 


Ph: 011-2978- 60096 


PELICAN WATERSPORTS Ph. 011-2978-31228 
PADI INT’L Dive Center, Fax 011-2978-32655 
wreck, reef, night dives. Instruction, equipment. 

Complete watersports activities. 

SCUBA ARUBA 011-2978-34142 
Daily Scuba instruction, reef, wreck, night dives. Rates 
include all equipment. PADI staff, special group rates upon 
request.Fax 011-2978-75797 Address Box 4100 Noord Aruba 


| AUSTRALIA 


ATLANTIC CLIPPER/ 0Z DIVE 1-800-472-7234 
Dive and sail aboard our 140 ft brigantine tall masted ship 
on Australia’s Great Barrier Reef. 1, 2 or 3 night live-aboard 
packages with daily departures from $120. 

AURIGA BAY II-EXCLUSIVE ADVENTURE DIVING 800-443-0799 
Far Northern GBR/Coral Sea-10 divers in a/c cabins $995- 
$2695. Family or small group charters available. Dive with 
the “Original Specialists” 415 442-0799/fax 415 442-0289 
AUSTRALIA’S FINEST—THE REEF EXPLORER 800-443-0799 
Most exp. owner-operated boat for “Off The Beaten Track”. 
Coral Sea/Far North GBR, 10 divers/4 crew. A/C cabins $900- 
$2750 (up to 40 dives) 415-442-0799/fax 415-442-0289 
DEEP SEA DIVERS DEN Ph 61-70-312223 Fax 61-70-311210 
P.0. Box 5264 Cairns Qld 4870. Specializing in 3 day, 2 night 
live-aboard cruises. Daily to Outer Barrier Reef. Courses 

to instructor level. 5 Star PADI Dive Ctr. Boat Charters. 





#1 PACIFIC STAR. 

Unique Coral Sea & Great Barrier Reef 
expeditions aboard the 62 foot catamaran 
PACIFIC STAR. Beautiful. Regular departures. 

LEARN TO DIVE ** PRO DIVE CAIRNS 800 443-0799 
PADI 5 STAR CENTER. Full certif. courses from $320.00. 
Weekly classes/all equip AND 3 days/2 nights on live-aboard 
included! More!! fax 6170 519955/call 6170 315255 


800-247-3483 
Fax 206-441-5431 
206-441-3483 


PRO DIVE WHITSUNDAY PH. 61 79 466508 Fax 61 79 465007 


Great Barrier Reef 3 day 3 night dive/sail cruises. 
One day reef adventure tours. PADI 5 star centre with 
courses from beginner to instructor level. 


EXOTIC DIVE ADVENTURES - REEF EXPLORER 800-886-7321 


Australia’s Finest! Off the beaten track!! Far Northern GBR and 
Outer Coral Sea. For experienced divers & u/w photographers. 


Max 10 divers! 11 nt/12 days @$2993.00. pp/fax 415-258-9115 


TAKA DIVE Aussie Direct 800-241-7690 
P.O. Box 6592, Cairns QLD 4870 Australia Fax 61 70-312739 
Dive the Cod Hole/Ribbon Reefs on Taka II and Coral Sea on 
Taka III. Large live-aboards. “The Friendly Alternative” 

TUSA DIVE PH. 61-70-311248 Fax 61-70-315221 


P.O. Box 1276 Cairns Qld 4870 Personalized day trips, MV 
TUSA, EX Cairns to outer Barrier Reef. Professional information 
& booking ofall G.B.R dive packages. 1-800-472-7234 OZ DIVE 





BAHAMAS 


BAHAMA DIVERS 


PH 809-393-5644; 1-800-398-DIVE 
P.O. Box 5004, Nassau. PADI 5 Star. Walls, Blue Hole, 
Wrecks & Rsrt. courses. Referrals NASDS & NAUI. Author. 
dealer Bahama Pro, Sherwood & Dacor. FAX 809/393-6078. 


BAHAMA ISLAND ADVENTURES 1-800-329-1337 
Bimini & Chub Cay — Great Diving, Great Islands, Great People!! 
3 days/2 nights = $349. Includes: Airfare, hotel, 3 dives/day. 
Free Breakfast & Lunch. Call for Brochure. Group Rates. 

BILL & NOWDLA KEEFE’S BIMINI 1-800-348-4644 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES _Dive the best of the BAHAMAS, 
w/Bill & Nowdla Keefe. Reefs, Wrecks & Walls. Superb Diving! 
Great Pkgs! PO Box 21623 Ft. Laud FL 33335 Fax 809-347-3079 
CAPTAIN JOE’S LIVE-ABOARD DIVING 1-305-944-2992 
MIAMI Live-aboard Dive Boat Groups Only up to 10 wk 
trips Miami-Bimini-Freeport-Nassau wrecks-reefs-wall dives 
Capt. Joe 970 N.E 144 St., North Miami, FL 33131 

DIVERS DOWN, ABACO 800-327-1584 
Treasure Cay, Bahamas. Barrier Reef, Wreck, Catacombs. 
All levels instruction, rentals, magnificent 3.5 mile beach. 
Packaages. Fax 305-525-1699 
DIVERS HAVEN PH 800-393-0869 
P.0. Box N-1658, Nassau, Bahamas, PADI 5 Star Facility. 
Private Instruction & Referrals. Daily Tours 

Hotel & Cruise Ship Shuttle. Fax 305-393-3695 
SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE, ANDROS ISLAND BAHAMAS 
809-368-2014; US/CAN 800-223-6961. 35 years diving 
walls and blue holes of Andros. One-on-one specialty diving. 
Free Resort Course. Families welcome. All-inclusive rates. 
UNEXSO FREEPORT GRAND BAHAMA ISL 800-992-DIVE 
305 351-9889 30 yrs. adventure! 809 373-1244 groups/pkgs. 
Famous shark, dolphin, wreck & reef dives. Instruction/18' 
deep tank, photo/video, groups welcome. In Port Lucaya. 
VALENTINE’S DIVE CENTER(800) 383-6480 (809) 333-2309 
Box 1, Harbour Island Bahamas, 2 tank AM, 1 tank & snorkel PM. 
Reef, wreck, cavern, cave, famous current cut drift, night. 
All levels of instruction. Out island charm Big Isl. equip. 
XANADU UNDERSEA ADVENTURES, FREEPORT 1-800-327-8150 
Famous shark feed, Wreck, Reef and Night dives. PADI/SSI. 
Only NITROX facility in Freeport/Lucaya. Photo/Video Avail. 
Group/Ind Pkgs 809-352-3811, Fax 809-352-4731 


BARBADOS 





DIVE BOAT SAFARI 
Rsrt courses, wrecks/reefs. PADI referrals cert courses. 
Packages avail. Special group rates upon request. Lowest 
prices/island. B’DOS HILTON NEEDHAM'’S PT P.O. BOX 510 


PH 809-427-4350 FX 809-436-8946 


EXPLORESUB BARBADOS 

PADI 5 Star Facility dive svc. Certification. 
Specialties, Medic First Aid. St. Lawrence, Christ Church, 
Barbados, W.1.__ wu.FAX: 809/428-4674 


809/435-6542 





FAX 501-26-2648 
First class service. P.O. Box 53 San Pedro Town Ambergris 
Caye Belize. PADI instruction, night & atoll dives, hotel & dive 
packages. Rentals. Experienced divemasters & instructors. 


AMIGOS DEL MAR 


BELIZE YACHT CLUB 1-800-938-0860 
Stay at the exclusive Belize Yacht Club. Full service 

dive operation. Blue Hole trips. 1, 2, 3, day trips 

Fax 011501 262892 

BELIZE TRADEWINDS DIVE PACKAGE 800-451-7776 
PARADISE VILLAS condominiums on Ambergris Caye. 

1 & 2 Bedroom units on the ocean. Fantastic Diving! 
Discount Air available. Call for brochures 

BLUE MARLIN LODGE 800-688-0286 OR 800-798-1558 
Full service dive resort on top Belize’s Barrier Reef. Scuba 
instruction, Inland Tours, 3 dives daily, 2 night dives. Unlimited 
shore diving (weather permit) Fax 011-501-522296 
DANGRIGA DIVE CENTRE 1-800-673-8813 
Year-round diving and fabulous Inland Adventure Tours. 
Also ideal for non-divers call Global Travel Club (USA) 

Tel: 409-925-1388 Fax 713-882-7942 UK Tel: 1 268-541732 
GAZ’S BELIZE DIVE CENTER 1-800-938-0860 

Book direct and save on hotels, diving, jungle tours. 

We live in Belize. 7 day packages start 

as low as $399 dbl. occ. 1-800-938-0860 
LIGHTHOUSE REEF RESORT 1-800-423-3114 
Air-conditioned beachfront villas on a private island. The 
only diving resort on the Blue Hole atoll. Pristine reefs as 
they used to be. 3 dives/day, night. Airstrip. 

MANTA RESORT—GLOVERS ATOLL 1-800-326-1724 
12 acre private island resort on southern most atoll. 

Virgin wall diving. Fantastic food. White sand- warm sea. 
Ph: Belize 011-501-23-2767 Fax 011-501-23-2764 
M/V HOT DIVE 1-800-HOT DIVE 
Fast & Personable Live-aboard..!! 60 Ft of Elegance..!! 
Turneffe - Lighthouse - Blue Hole - Glovers & Rio Dulce, 
Guatemala. 4 - 6 Persons. Fax/phone: 011-501-234-058 
PLACENCIA DIVE SHOP, KITTY'S PLACE - Placencia, Belize 
Enjoy a wilderness of cayes, reef, and natural sandy beaches. 
Full resort, apartments, fishing, diving, jungle trips. Scuba 
Instruction. Call 011-501-62-3227. Fax 011-501-62-3226 
ST. GEORGE’S LODGE, FRED GOOD, PROP. 800-678-6871 
For the few who seek the finest. “Just perfect.” Under- 
current 1991. Basic thru Nitrox cert. ScubaPro rentals. 
Arrive/depart ANY day. Inland trips. 011-501-244190 
TURNEFFE FLATS 800-815-1304 
Quality, personalized diving from our private resort on the 
Turneffe Atoll — the Heart of Belize’s best diving. Please 
call for details. 605-578-1304. 
VICTORIA HOUSE—BELIZE 1-800-633-4734 


Finest resort on Ambergris Caye PADI, NAUI, Resort certs. Combine 
a dive pkg. w/inland archaeology and nature expeditions. 
Call International Expeditions World Leader in Travel to Belize. 





BERMUDA 


FANTASEA DIVING PH: 809-236-6339 FAX 809-236-8926 
Darrell's Wharf Paget PG01 Centrally located PADI 5 STAR 
Dive Center. Wreck/reef dives, 1&2 tank. Private charters. 
Full retail & service dept, PADI certification & referral. 





BONAIRE 


BLACK DURGON INN/BONAIRE SCUBA CTR 


800-526-2370 
P.0. Box 775, Morgan, NJ 08879 U.S.A Fax 908-583-0478 

Truly a unique priv. dive resort/apartments. NJ-908-566-8866 
Excel. div/snork from the property. The reef is our back yard. 
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BRUCE BOWKER’S CARIB INN 011-599-7-8819 8am-5 pm 
PO Box 68, Bonaire, Neth Antilles (FAX) 011-599-7-5295 
24 Hr. All sites, Air, Sales, Rentals, PADI 5 star full inst. All 
rooms A/C, TV, Pool, E mail 75317, 667@Compuserve. Com. 
HAPPY HOLIDAY HOMES/CARIB INN 011-5997-8405 Fx011-5997-8605 
P.O. Box 216, affordable-clean-quiet 1-2 br. bung a/c cable TV, 
well equip. kitchn, hot shower, garden dive pkgs & car rental 
avail year-round charters 54’ dix motoryacht to other islands. 
SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT 1-800-288-4773 
Sand Dollar Dive & Photo complete photo facility. 
Oceanfront Condos—your home away from home. Come 
and enjoy Bonaire’s most unique diver friendly resort. 
TOUCH THE SEA WITH DEE SCARR 011-599-7-8529 
c/o Touch the Sea, P.O. Box 369, Bonaire, N. A. Unique 
diving experiences: marine creatures, photos, much more. 
Reservations recommended. (Closed July thru October). 


BORNEO 


ADVENTURE DIVING WITH BORNEO DIVERS 

Dive fantastic Sipadan Island. Beach hut accom. Grp spec./indiv. 
pkgs from $2375 p/p incl air from W. Coast/accom./diving. 
12 day pkg. FAX: 415/442-0289 or call 800 443-0799. 
ADVENTURE IN BORNEO AND BEYOND... 800-346-6116 
Diving Sipadan Island and Malaysia since 1989. 

Call Ken or Jolene for the real story. 
ISLAND DREAMS 

BORNEO DIVERS 

Nobody knows Borneo better. 
Contact our US rep for complete 
air/land/dive packages. 

ABDILLAH SIPADAN PARADISE _ Fax: 6088-233562, 235055 
Dive & stay at Sipadan daily 3 boat dives, unlimited wall dives. 
Open 365 * OPT: ECO/ADVENT. Tour Borneo. P.O. Box 12248 
88825 Kota Kinabbalu, Sabah, Malaysia. Tel: 6088-223918 
PULAU SIPADAN RESORT on Sipadan Island. 6089-765200 
Fax: 6089763575. P.O. Box 61120, 91021 Tawau Sabah, 
Malaysia world renowned wall dives just front resort. Daily 3 
boat dives/unltd. wall dives. Sundeck looking sunset. Open 365 
SIPADAN BORNEO DIVERS 800 886-7321 
PADI 5 star diving specialist 

offering exceptional diving! 

Dive Discovery CA ph 415/256-8890 fax 415/258-9115 





Fax (713) 973-8585 
800-247-3483 

fax 206-441-5431 
206-441-3483 






FERNANDO DE NORONHA 1-800-990-3839 
Bay of Dolphins, Caves. A Very Special Place, 
For Very Special Divers Wrecks, Sharks, Turtles, 
Atlantis Divers, Duet Travel, Adventure Travel, 


BRITISH VIRGIN 
ISLANDS 


BLUE WATER DIVERS 

P.O. Box 846, Road Town, Tortola, B.V.I. 
Mike & Keith Royle—PADI Instructors. Dive tours, Intro 
courses, Rentals, Air fills, Rendezvous. FAX-809-494-0198 
PROMENADE CRUISE 800-526-5503; 809-494-3853/Fx 5577 
Luxury 65’ sailing yacht. Divers, companions & families. 
Great cuisine, fine wines all included. Very upmarket. 

Fro 1-12 guests. Diver & nondiver rates. Many watertoys 


ICAYMAN ISLAND 


CAYMAN BRAC DIVING SUNBURST HIDEAWAYS 800-972-9795 
Deluxe beachfront homes/condo rentals $88-$178 day. 

1-5 br, fully equipped. Discount dive, air packages. Call Jim, 
Brac vacation specialist since 1987. Fax: 541-426-4863. 
CAYMAN BRAC GETAWAY 970-226-5489 
Fully furnished fully equipped private homes for rent. 

$65 to $200/day dive, air, car pkg avail. Call for Info. 

We dive with the best; Brac Aquatics. References avail. 






809/494-2847 
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CAYMAN BRAC BEACHFRONT VILLA 

2 Bbdrm, 2 ba private road. Spectacular wall & shore dives 
out front door. Scuba pkgs with Brac Aquatics Ltd. 

Details and more information Fax 415-861-5228 
CAYMAN BRAC SEAFARER/Brac Aquatics  1-800-9-BEACH-7 
Affordable oceanfront condo, beautiful beach. 

1 Br/sleeps 4, A/C, Cable TV. Dive pkg/air available. 

From $700/week Fax: 770-395-0000 
CROSBY’S WATERSPORTS 

Fun sail dive snkl trips—Gr. Cayman. Budget your wk! $950 pkg 
incls (2 guests): priv home/car/ Free 2 tank dive or 2 Free Stingray 
City sailing trips w/unch! Call or Fax Jeff @ 809-949-3742 
OCEAN FRONTIERS 809-947-7500 
Experience Grand Cayman’s East End. Virgin Diving, 
Uncrowded, Fast Dive Cat, Custom Packages. 

Friendly Professional Staff, Free Courtesy Shuttle. 

SAM MCCOY’S DIVE LODGE LTD. 1-800-626-0496 
Little Cayman, B.W.I. Dive the famous 

Bloody Bay Wall! Genuine Caymanian hospitality. 

Call now for information. Fax 809-949-6821 
PIRATES POINT RESORT, LTD. PH 809 948-1010 
Little Cayman, B.W.|. Best Wall Diving in the Caribbean. 
Gourmet dining. All inclusive package. 

Direct booking. FAX 809 948-1011 
Randy Soto, SOTO’S CRUISES CAYMAN 809-947-4576 
(At SOTO’S 4X4 RENTALS) 15% Disc. Show Alrline Ticket. 
Private Trips/Stingray City/North & West Walls. “SOTO,” 

A Name You Can Trust,” Fax 809-945-1527 
BOB SOTO’S DIVING 1-800-262-7686 
Direct to the consumer super savings on diving, packages 
and training. 40 Years Experience. Rated #1 in Customer 
Service PLUS Cayman Madness. One Call Does It all. 
TORTUGA DIVERS - EAST END 800-748-8733 
Go East for Cayman’s best diving. Located at Morritt’s Tortuga Club 
w/pkgs at this deluxe resort or nearby cottages and inn. Call Great 
Southern Island Adventures at 601-353-7547/fax 601-353-7559. 


DIVING IN HAINAN—SOUTH SEA INT’L OCEAN CLUB 

PADI facility, Scubapro equip, shore dives, boat dives, wreck dives all 
avail. here. We can handle your travel arrangement as well. Call our 
agent in Hong Kong. Tel: 852-28542722. Fax:852-28156168 


COSTA RICA 


BILL BEARDS DIVING SAFARIS 
Beautiful La Costa Resort and 
Costa Rica’s #1 dive operator. 
Complete air/land/dive packages. 

BILL BEARDS DIVING SAFARIS US/CANADA 800-525-3833 
International reputation for friendly service & world class diving. 
Turtles, mantas, and sharks located at dive sites minutes from 
your resort. Green Season Specials CA. 510-794-1599 
EL OCOTAL DIVING SAFARIS 1-800-328-5285 
Costa Rica’s leading dive operation, Pacific Coast PADI 
Resort, prolific pelagics year-round FX506-670-0083 
SJ0-2820, PO Box 025216 Miami FL 33102-5216 
RAINFOREST & SEA SOUTHERN PACIFIC Ph/Fx 011-506-7712436 
Warm water diving uncrowded, pristine with much sea life. 
Also guided rainforest tours, canoes & sea kayaking. Amer/ 
operated w/exc/accommodations ph 011-506-284-4107 
TROPIC WORLD DIVING STATION 506 661 2039 Fx 506-661-2069 
P.O. Box 1504-4050 Alajuela Costa Rica. PADI courses. 
Daily schedule of 1 & 2 tanks dive, night diving. Tambor 
Beach Resort 5 all inclusive pkgs. avail. 


CURACAO 


DUTCH CARIBBEAN RESORTS 1-800-327-3286 
Stay in modern fully furn. apts in prime resort areas, nr top 
dive sites. 3, 4 & 7 nt pkgs. from $279, incl’s diving w/Underwater 
Curacao rent. car, tax & svc chrgs, “meet & escort” airport svc. 





800-247-3483 
Fax 206-441-5431 
206-441-3483 












Princess Divers/Princess Beach 800/9dancer of 800/3273286 
Princess Divers, on the grounds of Princess Beach Resort & 

Casino, a Crowne Plaza Resort is a PADI 5-Star Peter Hughes 
Facility. Dive pkg. & instruction, video, photo & more 






EAST CARIB DIVE/LAURO CLUB US/CANADA 800-867-4764 
Full service Dive/Watersports Center on Salisbury Beach, 

PADI & CMAS instructors cater to your needs. Pkgs, local & 
long range dives, specialty trng. Villa accoms, pool, rest. 


DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC 


PUNTA CANA DIVE CENTER Ph 809-221-2262 Fx 809-686-0165 
Full service PADI dive center with multi-lingual staff, located 
in beautiful Punta Cana Beach Resort. 

“Barrier” reef is only 5 min. away all inclusive avail. 
SAMANA DIVING, “El Portillo Beach Resort.” Best diving of the 
island 4 days 3 nights pkg from U.S. $487.00 p/p all inclusive 
ask for brochure and information Tel: (809) 240-6100. Prieto 
Tours EPS A-204 7801 N.W. 37th. St. Miami, FL 33166-6559 
TREASURE DIVERS FAX/TEL 1-809-523-4819/5320 
North: Sand Castle B. R., Sosua—Wreck Walls 
West: Rivera Beach R., Batahona—Sharks, Rays 
South: Don Juan B. R., Boca Chica—Caves, Wrecks | 









CRYSTAL DIVERS/LOMALOMA RESORT _800-554-2SEA 
Discover the unexplored reefs of the Northern Lau Group. 
Personalized diving, private island resort - 7 oceanfront 
Bures, int'l cuisine. Indiv/grp pkgs. | Ph/fax 415-566-6672 
DIVE KADAVU MATANA RESORT FIJI BEST FOR LESS 
Virgin Reefs—4 dives per day 
Bure accommodation—E-6 Lab 

Ph. 011-679-311780 Fax 011-679-303860 
DIVE TAVEUNI RESORT 800-247-3483 
World-class topside and underwater. Fax 206-441-5431 
Dive world renowned Somosomo 206-441-3483 
Straits. Complete air/land/dive packages. 
TAVEUNI’S GARDEN ISLAND RESORT ‘1-800-541-4334 
Unbeatable 10 night package. 5 nights of world class diving 
on a live-aboard, and 5 nights at Garden Island Resort diving 
with the Rainbow Reef Divers. E-mail int: 103125,1266 
MALAWAI, KADAVU 011-679-520102 
An ideal dive vacation. Unspoiled, unpopulated, 
unusually perfect. Video available. P.O. Box 1277, 
Suva, Fiji Islands Fax 011-679-361536 
MARLIN BAY RESORT U.S./Canada 800-525-3833 
Luxury styled resort on BEQA LAGOON. Excel. accom., 
grt. food, friendly staff, and legendary Fiji diving. Complete 
indiv/grp pkgs. LANDFALL ADV. TRVL. CA. 510-794-1599 
MOODY’S NAMENA US/CAN. 800-348-3436 FAX 916-783-1952 
Dive/Snorkel Renown Namena Barrier Reef, minutes away 
from Island comfort. 10 Guests beautiful beaches. Special 
pkgs May-Aug. Stay 6 nights/7th night FREE! 
VATULELE ISLAND RESORT (800) 828-9146 
15 luxury beachfront villas. Enjoy gourmet cuisine and pristine 
diving conditions. Only five star resort with PADI facility/ 
instruction. Member Relais & Chateaux. FAX (310) 338-0708 


GALAPAGOS 


ANGERMEYER’S ENCHANTED EXPEDITIONS U.S.: 800 270-6378 
18 years of yacht cruise experience presenting the marine 
& terrestrial environments of the Galapagos. Expert guides. 
Judy Falco: Fax 303 786-8448, 75262.2171@compuserve.com 
AQUATIC ENCOUNTERS - LIVE-ABOARD, REINA SILVIA 
Hammerheads, dolphins, whale sharks from the ultimate 
dive boat. We dive Darwin & Wolf Islands every time!! 

Free video available. ph/303-494-8384 fax/303-494-1202 











GALAPAGOS—You, 9 other divers and our licensed naturalist 
will live aboard yacht to explore more islands than any other 
Galapagos expedition. © FREE BROCHURE (510) 420-1550 
Inca Floats, Inc. 1311D 63rd St., Emeryville, CA 94608 
GALAPAGOS’ FINEST “MISTRAL” 800-247-2925 
Best itin. from 8 to 21 days. Expert guiding, safety, exper., 
personalized svc. For charters or individuals land extensions 
available. Quasar Nautica/Tumbaco —_ Fax (305) 592-7060 
LAMMER LAW—95 ft. Trimarine US/CANADA 800-525-3833 
Experience unique u/w and topside wildlife encounters 
aboard this elegant diver dedicated live-aboard. 

LANDFALL ADVENTURE TRAVEL CA. 510-794-1599. 







CALYPSO DIVING CENTRE, AGIOS GORDIS BEACH 661/53101 
Marasli Street 24 Corfu, Greece. Ideal for families, FAX 661/53369 
singles or Irg parties. Half board accom. FAX 661/34319 


Excellent diving for novices & expert. PADI dvg school 





GRENADA 


SCUBA EXPRESS 809-444-2133 TRUE BLUE INN 809-444-2000 
Dive the Caribbean’s largest shipwreck the “Blanca C”. 
PADI approved resort & dive operation. Certifications. 
1 & 2 bedroom self-contained apts. & cottages on waterfront. 






1- 800-950-DIVE 
1-808-879-DIVE 


BILLS SCUBA SHACK 

36 Keala Place, Kihei, Maui Hl 96753 
PADI-NITROX CENTER-IANTD 
Rentals, Retail, Boats, Certifications. 
DAN’S DIVE SHOP-PADI 5 STAR 1-800-527-6377 
660 Ala Moana Blvd. Honolulu, HI. 96813 1-808-536-6181 
Dive “Y0257” Wreck, Rainbow Reef, etc. Call for free Info. 
Retail, Rental, Air & Repair. Best Service & Best Prices. 
DIVE MAKA! CHARTERS 808/329-2025 
P.O. Box 2955, Kailua-Kona, HI 96745. Private PADI Instruction. 
Diving with a difference—we care! Write to Tom & Lisa. 
Rated Kona’s best every year since ‘76 by Undercurrent. 
DIVE MAUI PH 808-667-2080 
900 Front St., Lahaina HI! 96761. Outer island tours. Walls, 
caverns, sea turtles, pinnacles, reefs! PADI, NAUI, SSI, NASDS, 
EANX training. Great dives great prices! offshore@maui.net 
ED ROBINSON’S DIVING ADVENTURES _ 1-800-635-1273 
P.O. Box 616, Kihei, Maui, HI 96753 808-879-3584 
“Dive w/ERDA and experience the best Maui has to offer”. 
SkinDiver 1/95. Call for a FREE comprehensive info. pkg. 
ECO-ADVENTURES in Hawaii 800-949-DIVE/FAX 808-329-7091 
Fun 2-tank charters w/lunch; blue-water & long range dives. 
Manta dives; ANDI Nitrox; PADI 5* IDC, Air/Room/Car pkgs. 
43’ Vessel. “no worry atmosphere” —ecodive@ilhawaii.net 
HAWAIIAN DIVERS 1-808-329-5662 1-800-525-PADI/329-KONA 
75-5660 Palani RD Suite Pl King Kamehameha Hotel 
Kailua-Kona Hawaii 96740 PADI/SSI instruction. 

Manta Night Dives/Shark Dives Hi-tech Nitrox, Drift Dives 
JACK’S DIVING LOCKER 1-800-345-4807/1-808-329-7585 
75-5819 Alii Dr., Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 Retail, Rentals, fun crew; 
2 boats; night mantas; non-scary intro dives. Photo/video; 
SSI/NAUI/PADl& & & www. ilhawaii.net/~dive 
KONA COAST DIVERS Professionalism since 1967 
http://konacoastdivers.com NAUI*SSI*PADI 5 * 
E-mail: divekona@ilhawaii.net One stop facility/Boat 
800/562-3481 «° 808/329-8802 ° Fax 808/329-5741 
LAHAINA DIVERS, INC. 1-800-998-3483 
Explore Maui, Molokini & Lanai daily on our new 48’ jet boats. 
One stop facility for charters, rentals, retail & training (PADI 5%, 
SSI, NAUI) at 143 Dickenson in Lahaina, Maui (lahainadivers.com) 
MANTA RAY DIVES OF HAWAII, INC 1-800-98MANTA 
24 hr. resv. Scuba tours, certification, equipment rentals, 
sportfishing charters, snorkel tours. Come stay with us at 
the Kona Surf Resort & Country Club on 550 acres of Kona. 


MAUI DIVE SHOP—Kihei, Lahaina, Kahului (800) 542-3483 
P.O. Box 1018, Kihei, Maui, HI 96753, FAX 808/871-5149 
Maui’s Largest dvg retailer, 9 isl locations, Dly Boat 
charters, scuba lessons, rentals, PADI 5 Star Facility. 

MIKE SEVERNS DIVING (808) 879-6596 
P.O. BOX 627, Kihei, Maui, Hi 96753. Relaxed, personal, 
informative diving for certified divers and photographers. 
Guided by Hawaii Biologist. Max 6 divers. 
SANDWICH ISLE DIVERS 808/329-9188 Fx-808/326-5652 
75-5729] Alii Dr., Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 PADI/NAUI smi. 
dly. boat charters, 6 divers max, full retail shop, 19 yrs. Kona 
exp., Marine biologist, classes, night dives, rentals & repairs. 
SOUTH SEAS AQUATICS PADI-5 STAR 808-922-0852 
Dive the MAHI shipwreck Makaha, caverns and more with Oahu’s 
Wreck and Cavern Specialists serving OAHU since 1962. 
2155 Kalakaua Ave #112 Honolulu H| 96815 Fax 808-922-0853 
WAIKIKI DIVING CENTER 808/955-5151 Fax 808/955-6766 
1734 Kalakaua Ave. Hon. HI 96826 

PADI 5 STAR & NAUI Certification courses 3 days. 

Daily Boat Dives, rentals, sales, service, best prices! 


HONDURAS 
BAY ISLANDS 


CASA DE LA PLAYA SANDY BAY ROATAN. 

Private houses by the sea. 2 bed. Maid/mdrn fac. Dis. dive pkgs. 
Scuba/snork in Marine Reserve. 4/800 wk. Brochure. U.S. 
800-335-4806 Roatan tel/fax 414 582-4806. Dorothy Reid, prop. 
NAUTILUS DIVE RESORT/GUANAJA 800-535-7063 
World class diving in a beautiful private plantation resort. 6 
rooms/6 baths, some with AC, full service, custom dive boat 
full dive shop. Speciality dive training. Fishing & hiking avail. 
OAK BAY RESORT/ROATAN Phone 011-504-45-2337 
Beachfront apartment, 6 boat dives, unlimited shore dives, 
free advanced open water or rescue course. 5 nts $395pp, 
7nts $425pp. Call direct and save $$$$, airport pick up. 
OCEAN DIVERS/SUNSET INN ROATAN Tel/fx 011-504-451005 
Beachfront Resort in West End village. Opposite Marine 
Reserve, personal professional operation. PADI, NAUI, BSAC 
courses. Max 8 persons per boat. 7 nights from $520 

OFF THE WALL DIVERS & ECOSPORTS ROATAN 800-382-7776 
Unstructured diving adventures since 1978. Fast Boats, 
Small Groups, Superb Walls. Instruction, Referrals, Rentals. 
Sail, Kayak, Waterski, Trailbike pkgs. w/wo Food & Airfare. 
PLANTATION BEACH RESORT 011-504-42-0974 tel/fax 
Cayos Cochinos only resort in marine park, max 20 divers, 3 
boat dives, unltd. shore dives, macro wrecks, walls, mounts. 
The best food in the Bay Isls. Write APDO 114 La Ceiba 
REEF HOUSE RESORT ROATAN FX 210-733-7889 800-328-8897 
Secluded, intimate. Southern dive & bone fishing sites. 
Meals, 2 boat & shore diving daily, 1 nt. dv p/week $725 
MAYAN RUINS, adventure & sightseeing tours on Mainland. 
ROATAN CHARTER INC.—VACATION PROPERTIES 

P.O. Box 877, San Antonio, FL. 33576 800/282-8932. 
Coco View Resort, Utila Lodge. Diving and Fishing available. 
Beach House rentals, Mayan ruins and more. 

SEAGRAPE PLTN/ROATAN RESORTS 800-392-6292 
Oceanfront bungalows facing the Caribbean sunset. 

Full week boat, shore, night dives & meals $599. 

Low air and tours too. 
















DIVE SEAWORLD 809/953-2180; FAX# 809/953-2550 
Mo. Bay's most complete scuba facility. Located at Cariblue 
Beach Hotel. Dive pkg. $199 pp/dbl occ. PADI/PDIC courses avail., 


free bus shuttle from all hotels in Mo. Bay. Group rates avail. 


JAMAQUA DIVE CENTRE Tel: 809-973-4845/Fax 4875 
P.O. Box 65, Runaway-Bay, PADI 5 Star. Beginner Lessons, 
cert, camera, E-6 processing, video, 3 dives dly. Night dives, 
4 Qual. PADI instrs guides. Hotel dive pkgs. 

NEGRIL SCUBA CENTRE PH/Fax 809 957-4425 
P.O. Box #49, Negril Jamaica. PADI Dive Shop. Beg. lessons 
dive pkg cert. Video camera rental, night dive specialists 3 dives 
daily with qualified instructors and guides. 800 818-2963 








Ho0 INTERNATIONAL DIVE COLLEGE & RESORT 8155-827-1868 
Japan’s finest dive resort & training facility. Oceanfront 
villa/42’ custom dive boat. Training & worldwide placement 
of Japanese instructors. USA owned & operated. 

MAXDIVE, JAPAN 8152-211-1772 FAX 8152-201-3940 
2-18-34, Nishiki, Naka-Ku, Nagoya, 460, Japan 

30 years of safety and quality diving 

Instructions in big training pool. Sales, tours with care. 







ADVENTURE MALDIVES LIVE-ABOARD “KOI MALA” 800 443-0799 
Affordable and HIGH VOLTAGE diving in comfort on 80’ KOI MAL 6 
dbl cabins w/head. 13 nt package inclu air from LA $3895 or boat 
only $2250 (9nts) BEST DIVING IN MALDIVES Fax 415 442-0289 
#1 MALDIVE LIVE-ABOARD 800-247-3483 
80 ft. MANTHIRI ... Don’t settle for less. Fax 206-441-5431 
Pvt cabins with bath. Full A/C. Fantastic! 206-441-3483 
$250/night. Discounted airfares. 






AKUMAL, YUCATAN, MEXICO 800-448-7137 
Caribbean dive packages in small resort near Cancun and 
Cozumel. Beachfront condo and reef dives. Cave diving also 
available. Call Akumal Vacations for brochure. 

AQUA WORLD PH 52 98 852288 FAX 52 98 852299 
Cancun’s only PADI 5 Star IDC Dive Center. 

Resort & 2 tank dives, night dives, PADI certifications. 
E-mail: aquaworld@www.interacces.com.mx 

BAJA EXPEDITIONS-SEA OF CORTEZ 800-843-6967 
FAX:619-581-6542 LA PAZ and Socorro Island live-aboard 
trips LA PAZ Hotel packages with 3 dives each day. Free 
Brochure, 2625 Garnet Ave., San Diego, Ca 92109 
COZUMEL BEACHFRONT HOME/DIVE PACKAGES 

Flexible fast trips with pickup at your vacation home. Multi 
dive discounts. 1-10 Br Homes. Individual Attention. 
800/833-5971 BLUE BUBBLE DIVER FAX/ 212/979-2993 
CABO.SAN LUCAS VILLAS, CONDOS, DIVE PACKAGES 
Dive Socorro Island, Gorda Banks, Cabo Pulmo & More!! 
Full Service Dive Facilities, Live-Aboard Charters. 
1-800-745-2226 Free Brochures Land/Dive/Air Pkgs. 

DIVE PARADISE—COZUMEL THE BEST THERE IS! 
The best in personalized service. For a (800) 308-5125 
wealth of free info./reservations callor Fax 206-441-5431 
write 111-2nd North, Seattle, WA 98109. 011-52-987-21007 
COZUMEL - VACATION HOMES -DIVE W/FELIPE QUINONES 
Dive boat pickup at your private villa on the beach. Custom 
diving, food/cook pkgs, cars, 1-11 Bdrm Villas 

800-484-9014 Ext. 7070 Fax 918-742-3353 
DIVING ADVENTURES/COZUMEL 800-243-7480 
Specializing in Personal Service, Fast Boats and Small 
Groups w/safety. All Boats well equipped, Multi Dive discounts. 
All Levels of Scuba Instr. Home & Condos available. 
COZUMEL VILLAS/DIVE PALANCAR 1-800-251-9649 
Absolutely charming 1-3 bedroom town & beach villas. 
Pool, maid, from $300/week 

Dive trips with Dive Palancar available. 

COPPER SKY’S SUPERB SOCORRO/SEA OF CORTEZ DIVING 
Live-aboard charters for groups to 12 aboard splendid 88 ft. 
schooner; mantas, sharks & more divedays. Group Wholesale 
rates. Fax 604-433-8808 or Email-copprsky@direct.ca 
ECOLOGICAL DIVE CENTER CPH (112) 6005 4 LA PAZ BCS MEX 
The only one in personalized service. Sml. grps. 4-6 divers 
your Safety is first. Instructor & owner supervision. Enjoy 
sea lions, sharks, mantas, whales. Instruction, rental. 
COZUMEL/GALAPAGO INN 800-847-5708 
First Dedicated Dive Resort. USA/CANADA 
Beach front location & 7 Top Class boats. 

Dive packages for individuals & groups. 
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COZUMEL - GRAND CLUB SOL CARIBE 1-800-504-0552 
Unlimited diving, hotel, food & beverage. $139/person/mo. 

For one year, unlimited # of stays. Children & guests free. 
Membership is for 2 adults. Fax 713-978-6364 
COZUMEL/LA PERLA TOLL FREE 1-800-852-6404 
Beach Front Dive Resort Fax 011-52(987)20819 
Air Condition. Dbl. Room priv. beach Swimming pool & pier 
A terrific snorkeling off of your door; 6 pass. fast boat 
PACIFIC COAST ADVENTURES 800-491-3483 
Baja’s best dive operator serves Cabo, Lapaz, Loreto, 
Guaymas Air, land, and dive pkgs. for less. 

We know Baja best. Group inquiries welcome. 

PLAZA LIZZETTE/COZUMEL  CALL/FAX 1-800-588-4827 
Condos & homes from $350/wk, 1-3 bdrms, new, ocean view, 
English speaking mgr walk to bch/shop/restaurants. Dive & jeep 


rental pkgs. Washington, DC area call/fax 301-588-4829 


SEA OF CORTEZ / LA PAZ 800-999-BAJA 
La Concha Beach Resort & Condominiums. Every room, 
Suite & condo has an ocean view. Manta rays, whales, & 
whale sharks. Dive packages available. Free brochure. 


SCUBA CANCUN (98) 831011 & 8842336 Eve. US 1-800-336-3483. 


Oldest 5 Star PAD! Dive Center in Cancun. CMAS, NASDS, 
NAUI. Tours, courses, referrals Ex comm Military dvr mgr 


40+yrs dv exp. MexCanadian Box 517 Cancun Q Roo 77500. 


TIO WATERSPORTS 800-246-6226/FAX 310-379-0896 
Baja, Sea of Cortez, Cabo San Lucas and Socorro Island 

4 PADI stors, top equip. Enriched-Air courses/diving 
Hote, air or group rates call Cross Adventure Network 









CARP ISLAND RESORT PALAU 011 680-488-2978 Ph 680-488-3155 Fx 
Natural paradise island surrounded by priv. beaches, ocean 
& neighboring Rock Islands. Close to Palau’s premier dive 


sites. Pkgs avail.: Diving/Fishing/Land Tour Accommodations 


FAMED FISH N’ FINS 
Divers and the Palau Marina FAX 206-441-5431 
Hotel. Micronesia’s only true WA 206-441-3483 
unlimited dive program. Complete air/land packages. 
MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL & YAP DIVERS 800/886-7321 
Rarely visited dive sites offering magical 

walls caverns & channels! Mantas, eagle rays, sharks, 
lionfish, cuttlefish & more! Intact culture! Speci. 5 nt pkgs. 
MARSHALL ISLANDS—KWAJALEIN ATOLL DIVE RESORT INC 
Adventure diving at its best. Spectacular WWII wrecks. 

Endless reefs. Modern hotel. Land and air pkgs. avail. 


800-247-3483 


CENTRAL PACIFIC DIVE EXPEDITIONS 1-800-U-GO-DIVE 


PALAU-PETER HUGHES SUN DANCER 619-270-2900 FX 490-1002 
All gay trip March 12, ‘97 with optional Yap & Truk Tours. 
Undersea Expeditions - the Gay/Lesbian Scuba specialists. 
Dive with “family” year-round e-mail: underseax@aol.com 
SPLASH 1-800-247-3483 
Palau’s only PADI 5 Star dive center. Splash offers dive 
tours and Nikonos photo/video center conveniently located 
at the Palau Pacific Resort. Fax 011 (680) 488-1741 
TRUK STOP HOTEL PH 691 330-4232 FAX 691 330-2286 
23 rooms, Restaurant and Bar. Located right on the water 
and less than one mile from the airport. Guests are within 
easy walking distance of major stores and dive shops. 


YAP’S PATHWAYS HOTEL & BEYOND THE REEF CHARTERS 


Enjoy private bungalows on lush tropical hillside. 
Max. 6 divers/boat. Mantas, sharks, turtles and more! 
Great hotel/dive pkgs. PH: 691-350-3310; Fax 691-350-2066 


PAPUA 
NEW GUINEA 


ADVENTURE DIVING AT WALINDI RESORT 800-443-0799 
PNG’s best land based diving. Combine fabulous reef diving 
w/ pelagics-ORCAS / sailfish / and more. AFFORDABLE PNG 
from $210 p/p p/dive. Res/info FAX 415 442-0289 
ADVENTURE DIVING ON 72' MV FEBRINA 800/443-0799 
5, 7 or 11 night live-aboard dive trips from $300 per person/ 
per day. Group or individual trips depart WALINDI. Unlimited 
diving with luxury accommodations. Fax 415 442 0289 
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AQUATICS ENCOUNTERS LIVE-ABOARD M/V FEBRINA 


Escorted and non-escorted trips. Up to 6 dives daily. Call US 
for information packages including free video 
BT fe dl Ml es et 






WHITETIP DIVERS PH (632) 526-0433 FAX (632) 522-1165 
Dive the wrecks of Coron Bay with Discovery Divers or anywhere 
in the Philippines. Other pkgs. avail. We do it all. WHITETIP, 
Joncor II Bldg unit 206, 1362 A. Mabini, Ermita. MM Phil 


PUERTO RICO 


CARIBBEAN SCHOOL OF AQUATICS INC. 809-728-6606 
Since 1963. Captain Greg Korwek NAUI inst. #166 
Custom 40’ dive boat - 51’ sailing catamaran. 

Mailing: Taft No.1 Suite 10F, San Juan, PR 00911 

CARIBE AQUATIC ADVENTURES 809-724-1882 FX 809-723-6770 
Radisson Normandie Hotel, PO Box 2470, San Juan, 00902-2470. 
Best little critter reef dvg & watersports, NAUI & PADI instr. 
Recipients NAUI Pro Facility Award. 21 yrs experience. 

CORAL HEAD DIVERS, NAUIPRO FAC. 1 800/635-4529 
Box 10246, Humacao, P.R. 00792 809/850-7208 Puerto 
Rico's SCUBA at its VERY BEST! DAILY BOAT DIVES. 

Over 24 sites within 20 minutes from our dock. 

TAMARINDO ESTATES Tel. 809-742-3343, Fax 809-742-3342 
Beach Resort. A/C, TV, pool, restaurant, bar, excel. snrkelg. 
Dive pristine waters of CULEBRA IS. and stay in this cozy 
resort. Brochure avl., P.O. Box 313, Culebra, P.R. 00775 









AQUANAUTE DIVING CENTER PADI 5 STAR IDC CENTER 
All levels of PADI courses resort packages - live-aboards, 
photos & video courses Tel 011-20-62-600187 
Sharm El Sheikh Sinai Egypt Fax 011-20-62-600619 
AQUA SPORT EILAT SINAI EGYPT PH972733-4404/FX-3771 
PADI 5x Diving courses all levels 35 years in the Red Sea. 
Fast boat/live-aboard/shore diving Sinai Diving Safaris 

3 great locations Eilat, Taba Hilton Nuweiba Hilton 

#1 CAMEL DIVE CLUB - SHARM EL SHEIKH, EGYPT 
Live-aboards, Resort packages, Camel Safaris; Direct Tel: 
011-20-62-600700; FAX 011-20-62-600601 US REP 
800/821-6670 (Nationwide/Canada); 800-262-6670 (CA only) 
CORAL QUEEN 1-800-809-0305 
7 cabins fully A/C unlimited dive, weekly 

Saturday departure to the South & Brothers Islands, 

special rate $1390 per person. 

DIVERS LODGE LAND BASED PACKAGES __ 1-800-809-0305 
Sharm & Hurghada: Movenpick $699 (sgl sup! avl). Pkg incl 7 
nts Htl, BB dly, 6 dys-2 dives p/d. xfer aprt/htl/aprt. Excl Live- 
aboard avl. PADI, NAUI, CMAS trng, RT air frm $600 ex NYC. 
FANTASEA II - 115 FT LUXURY LIVE-ABOARD 

Fantasea Cruises 2019 Westgate Ave. LA, CA 90025 

(800) 390-DIVE Fax: (310) 571-7154 Dive away from crowds 
to outer Red Sea islands. 25th year of Red Sea operation. 
FORTUNA Il, LIVE-ABOARD 1-800-809-0305 
Aval ind & grps from $1990 + tax p.p., spel in July only. Brothers 
trips fr $2390 + tax. Dpt Thur. 8 dy trip, incl RT air fr NYC, unltd 
dives, meals, xfers. Nobody buys retail anymore, why should you? 
M/Y FORTUNA! & Il 800-247-3483 
Luxury live-aboards for (Fax) 206-441-5431 


12 and 16 guests. (WA) 206-441-3483 
Weekly 7 night departures 
GHAZAL FLEET 800-247-3483 


Choose from the 4 luxurious live-aboards of famed Sinai 
divers. Diving both the northern and southern Egyptian Red 
Sea. 25 yrs. experience. Fax 206-441-5431 WA 206-441-3483 
RAERIS | 98’ SUPERIOR LIVE-ABOARD 800-854-9334 
Fm Sharm El Shiekh, Dive Vessel Reputed Best by SDM. 
Whole Boat Charters or group booking with minimum of 8. 
Egypt Land Tours-Discount Airfares. | FAX 714-644-5329 


. Sharm el Sheikh. 





RED SEA SPORTS CLUB, EILATISRAEL Tel. 972-7-376569 
All levels of PADI Courses, shore diving wkly Sinai Dive Safari. 
Daily boat dive to Coral Island. Egypt live-aboard diving the 
“Poolster.” Hotel & diving special offers. Fax 972-7-374083 
#1 SINAI DIVE CLUB AT FAYROUZ HILTON HOTEL 

Sharm el Sheikh, Egypt. The choice for U.S. dvs. 1st class svc. 
Live-aboard Angelina I! and land-based diving arrangements pkgs. 
011/20-62-600138-140, Fax 62-601040, 1-800 443-0799 
#1-A SINAI DIVERS 800-247-3483 
FAX 206-441-5431 
Ghazala Hotel dive package $699 206-441-3483 
for 7 nights/6 dive days. Discounted airfares. 






CAPTAIN’S QUARTER HOTEL 800-883-SABA 
Romantic Victorian Inn. Great Pinnacle. Wall, reef diving. 
Pkg. rates w/all dive shops incl. Full bkfast & box lunch. 
SABA - “THE UNSPOILED QUEEN OF THE CARIBBEAN 

DIVE SABA TRAVEL CO 1-800-883-SABA 
713-789-1396 or Fax 713-953-7787 

Only full service dive agency selling Saba exclusively. 
Packages and custom rates for all hotels and operators. 
JULIANAS 800-328-5285 INSABA 011-599-4-62269 
10 guestrooms & Flossie’s Cottage nestled into a garden 
setting overlooking the ocean. All rooms have balconies, pool 
and Tropics restaurant on site. Dive packages available. 
SABA DEEP DIVE CENTER 011-599-46-3347 
P.O. Box 22, Fort Bay, Saba, NA. FAX: 011-599-46-3397 
Full service dive center, restaurant, boutique, training facility. NAUI 
and PADI. Learn to dive or how to dive better. Down deep, we care. 
SEA SABA DIVE CENTER Ph:011-599-46-2246 FAX/599-46-2362 
Individuals or groups: our friendly, prof. dive instrs. show you 
the best of the Saba Marine Park. Lrg 40° boats are 
comfortable and uncrowded. Pkgs w/accm. 800-328-5285 


SEYCHELLES 


FANTASEA Il - 115 FT LUXURY LIVE-ABOARD 

Fantasea Cruises 2019 Westgate Ave. LA, CA 90025 

Tel: (800) 390-DIVE Fax:(310) 571-7154. The world’s most 
luxurious live-aboard now in the incredible Seychelles. 


SOLOMON 
ISLANDS 


#1 LIVE-ABOARD BILIKIKI 800-247-3483 
Dive the best of the Solomons in 120 feet of Fax 206-441-5431 
comfort. Scheduled 7 - 14 day departures. 206-441-3483 
Discounted airfare. Contact U.S. Reps direct. 

DIVE GIZO 1-800-443-0799 FAX 415-442-0289 
Dive 3 WWII fighter planes/intact 450’ Japanese wreck, also 
SUPERB coral & tropicals at Grand Central Station-from $140 
pp/pd BEST & most diverse Solomon Land based diving. 














KENNETH’S DIVE CENTRE 809 465-2670 809-465-1950 
P.O. Box 826 Basseterre St. Kitts. Fax (809) 466-5320 
Explore St. Kitts & dive its virgin reefs & shipwrecks. PADI 

cert. 3 custom dive boats - Personal service our speciality 






ANSE CHASTANET HOTEL SCUBA ST. LUCIA 809/459-7000 
P.O. Box 7000, Soufriere, PADI 5-Star, Fax 809 459-7700 
Beach/Boat/Wall/Night Divg., Dive Pkgs, 800 328-5285 
Accom., 2 Bars/Rest., Comp., Snork., Winds., Sailing, Tennis 
LaSOURCE Ph 800-549-3483 Fax 305-672-5861 
Luxury all-inclusive beach resort with massages, 

facials etc. PADI certificate $350-over 25 sites, Bianca C, 
night dives, all-included for certified divers. 








LeSPORT PH 800-549-3483 FAX 305-672-5861 
Dive vacation with a difference -FREE DIVING plus facial 
massages, Seaweed wraps, meals, drinks, taxes & gratuities. 
PADI certificate $350. Call for info & reservations. 
RENDEZVOUS PH 800-549-3483 FAX 305-672-5861 
Couples only all-inclusive beach resort - INTIMATE & ELEGANT. 
Resort course & diving included, PADI certificate from $350. 
Call for info & reservations. 

WYNDHAM MORGAN BAY RESORT/Dive Fair Helen 1-800-Wyndham 
Choc Bay Box 2167 Gro S Islet St. Lucia 809-450-2511 

All inclusive resort with wind surfing Kayaks waterskiing 
sailing tennis & more. Dive packages from $730 






OCEAN EXPLORERS DIVE CENTER _ ph/fax 011-599-5-44357 
Simpson Bay Beach, St. Maarten, Netherlands Antilles 

PADI & NAUI certif & referrals. Daily boat dives & lessons. 
Reefs & wrecks. 30 years exper. small groups. Retail store. 
TRADEWINDS DIVE CENTER 011 599 5 75176 
PADI & SSI Facility. 5 minutes Fax 011 599 5 23605 
from cruise ships. Daily boat dives located on Great Bay 
Marina dock. Behind Chesterfields Restaurant in Philipsburg 


ST. VINCENT & 
HE GRENADINE 


DIVE BEQUIA/PLANTATION HOUSE FAX 809-458-3886 
Book direct with the travel experts who live there. 
$599/pers/week Apr 15-Dec. 15-1996 special for groups. 
Contact Bob or Christina at 809-458-3504. 
SUNSPORTS DIVE CENTER-BEQUIA U.S./CANADA 800-525-3833 
Discover pristine reefs & uncrowded boats with Sunsports a 
PADI full service dive center located on Bequia. Afford- 

able pkgs avail. LANDFALL ADV TVL CA-510/794-1599 
















ARCHIPELS ADVENTURE DIVE CRUISES 800-443-0799 
Dive cruises for individuals or full boat charters in Rangiroa or 

Marguesas. 60’ a/c catamaran sleeps 8. Gourmet French cuisine 
from $2450 7 night trip. Fax 442-0289. Call 415-442-0799 






BURMA BANKS/SIMILAN ISL LIVE-ABOARD MV FANTASEA 
98 ft. a/c, E6 proc/PADI 5 star center day trips courses 
Fantasea Divers P.O. Box 20, Patong, Phuket 83150, Ph/Fax 
6676-340309 USA Rep 800-443-0799/Fax 415-442-0289 
DIVE MASTER CO., LTD. LIVE-ABOARD DIVE MASTER II 
Unforgettable services, Unlimited drinks, Unsurpassed diving 
110/63 Ladprao 18, Bangkok 10900 Fax 662-9384218 
PADI/NAUI Courses. Trips to Andaman Sea/Gulf of Thailand 
PDIC DIVERS (PHUKET) PH. 66-76-280644-5 FAX 66-76-381219 
1/10 Viset Road (Chalong Bay) Phuket 83130. MV Andaman 
Seafarer Live-aboard cruises of 5d/6n to Similan,Surin, 
Richelieu Rock. PADI/NAUI Courses. Reg daily dive trips. 


i 









MAN FRIDAY DIVING, Charlotteville Tobago, W.|. 809-660-4676 
World class PADI diving small groups of 6. 40+ virgin sites, 
walls, drifts, pinnacles, Mantas and much more. 


USA TOLL FREE call Pan Caribe Tours __—_- 800-525-6896 






DIVE GRAND TURK! PHONE 809-946-1408 
Pristine diving on spectacular wall minutes off Grand Turk. 
PADI/NAUI, photo services. Choice of A/C beachfront 
accommodations. Pool/tennis/fitness ctr./kitchens avail. 


DIVE PROVO Unspoiled Caribbean walls 800-234-7768 
on Provo at Turquoise Reef Resort & Casino, PAD! 5-Star, 

4 boats-fully equipped, awesome walls, pelagics, corals +++ 
inst/photo, reef ID pkgs & groups 305-351 -9771/809-946-5029 
FLAMINGO DIVERS 1-800-204-9282 PH/FAX 809-946-4193 
Fabulous secret of the Caribbean - West Caicos - French Cay 
- N.W. Point. Small Groups - Fast Comfortable Boats 
Friendly Experienced & Informative Staff. 

ART PICKERING’S PROVO TURTLE DIVERS 

The Turks & Caicos’ premiere dive operation estab 1970. 
Facilities at both the Turtle Cove Inn and Ocean Club. 

PADI, NAUI/SSI. Call direct (809) 946-4232 Fax 941-5296. 
PROVO AQUATIC ADVENTURES 800-967-3483 
On Provo at Royal Bay Resort & Villas - New 4-Star Resort 
305-489-7749/809-946-8000 x149 dive unspoiled walls! 

Big time beauty-life-luxury, inst., jet boats, PADI, grps & pkgs. 
TURTLE INN DIVERS (800) 359-3483 FAX (815) 623-6574 
Enjoy the beautiful waters of Providenciales. Come dive or 
snorkel on our 45’ custom built catamaran equipped with 4 
fresh water showers and marine head on board. 


U.S. VIRGIN 
ISLANDS 


AQUA ACTION DIVE CENTER 809-775-6285 
6501 Red Hook Plaza #15 St. Thomas VI 00802 PADI 5-Star; 
NAUI DREAM RESORT all levels of instruction. Referrals. 
Rentals. Intro dives. Boat dives. Small groups the norm 
CRUZ BAY WATERSPORTS CO-ON ST. JOHN - 800/835-7730 
NAUI/PADI 5 Star Facility 809 776-6234 
Diving every day in US Nat'l park with 4 boats and 15 staff. 
Accommodations from budget to Hyatt LUXURY Resort. 
DIVE EXPERIENCE 809-773-3307 800-235-9047 
P.O. Box 4254, Christiansted, St. Croix, USVI 00822 

First PADI 5 Star IDC Center - Resort to Instructor training 
Boat dives, walls, wrecks and world famous fish feed.!!! 
DIVE IN! at Sapphire Beach Resort & Marina 809/775-6100 X2144. 
P.O. Box 5664, St. Thomas, USVI 00803 1-800-524-2090 
PADI Dive Center located at deluxe beachfront resort 
Custom dive boat. Friendly, professional staff. 

LOW KEY WATERSPORTS SHOP-809/693-8999 
P.O. Box 716 St. John USVI 00831 800/835-7718 PADI 5 
Star IDC Center, certification, & referrals. Diving for 
beginners thru experts. Small groups, Personal attention. 
SEA TRADE LTD/SEA HORSE I! 809/774-2001 Fx 809-777-9600 
505 Crown Bay Marina,St. Thomas 00802 Reef/Wreck, 
Day/Night, Full Gear Guided Tours, PADI Cert., Sales, 
Service, Repairs, Air. E-mail: DIVE USVI@aol.com 

ST. THOMAS DIVING CLUB 1-800-LETS DIV/538-7348 
A PADI 5 Star IDC Center. Earn advanced ratings and 
specialties. Daily boat dives. Full day trip to RMS Rhone. 
7147 Bolongo Bay. St. Thomas USVI 00802 

UNDERWATER SAFARIS (809) 774-1350 
P.O. Box 8469, St. Thomas, U.S.V.I. 00801. PADI 5 Star 
Daily Boat Dives, Rentals. Next to Cruise Ship Dock at 
Ramada Yacht Haven Marina and Frenchman’s Reef Hotel. 
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800-247-3483 
Caribbean’s most action packed Fax 206-441-5431 
diving aboard the 85 ft. live-aboard 206-441-3483 
ANTARES III. 6 cabins w/pvt. baths. Only $1375 weekly 


' ; 


LOS ROQUES 









SEA CANOES, NATURAL HISTORY ADVENTURES 
VIETNAM, Halong Bay is a World Heritage site, 3000 islands, 
Award Winning “Quiet and Clean Travel” 

Duet Travel, Adventure Travel, 1-800-990-3839 


WHERE IS YOUR 
OVERSEAS LISTING? 









1996 L-AVENTURE J.M. 
COUSTEAU SCHEDULE 


Aggressor Fleet, Ltd., proudly an- 
nounces the 1996 schedule for 
L’Aventure Jean-Michel Cousteau pro- 
grams aboard its luxury live-aboard 
dive yachts at nine locations worldwide. 

The Sail with Jean-Michel Cousteau 
program allows guests to become ac- 
quainted and involved with the life and 
work of the famed underwater explorer 
by diving with him, viewing the world 
through his unique perspective and 
sharing his vision in intimate group dis- 
cussions aboard luxurious live-aboard 
yachts. In the evenings, Jean-Michel 
offers an intriguing film or slide show 
highlighting five decades of marine ex- 
perience. Sail with Jean-Michel Cou- 
steau will be offered on the Bay Islands 
Aggressor II, August 24 to 31. 

Jean-Michel Cousteau Team Nikonos 
Adventures focus on eco-friendly un- 
derwater expedition photography, as 
taught by Cousteau Team photo pros. 
With the assistance of Nikon or 
Aggressor certified instructors, guests 
embark on their own photo adventures 
using state of the art Nikonos gear, in- 
cluding special lenses and accessories, 
provided compliments of Nikon at no 
additional charge. Team Nikonos 
Adventures will be offered on the 
Cayman Aggressor III, June 22 to 29; 
Belize Aggressor III, July 13 to 20; Truk 
Aggressor II, October 6 to 13; Palau 
Aggressor //, October 13 to 20; Kona 
Aggressor Il, November 2 to 9. 

Project Ocean Search (POS) is de- 
signed for those eager to learn more 
about the ocean environment and its 
importance to humanity. Daily diving is 
combined with discussions with promi- 
nent scientists, naturalists and under- 
water photographers. Project Ocean 
Search is the essence of exploration— 
an exciting voyage of discovery, learn- 
ing and reflection. POS will be offered 
on the Galapagos Aggressors | and Il, 
December 12 to 22. 

Jean-Michel Cousteau Film Expedi- 
tions allow guests to become members of 
the world renowned Jean-Michel 
Cousteau Film Team, working side by side 
with cinematographers, sound engineers 
and divers, creating underwater movie 
magic. The Okeanos Aggressor will host a 
Jean-Michel Cousteau Film Expedition 
August 1 to 11. 

Prices for these unique 6 to 10 day 
charters range from $1,995 to $4,195. 
Call Aggressor Fleet at (800) 348-2628, 
fax (504) 384-0817 or e-mail divoboat@ 
aol.com for details, a free brochure or 
reservations. Aggressor Fleet, Ltd., an 
innovative leader in the luxury live- 
aboard industry, franchises 11 vessels 
worldwide. = 
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42 West 18th Street 
New York, NY 10011 
HOURS: SUN 10-4 ¢ MON - WED 9-6 


THUR 9-7pm ¢ FRI 9-1 


PHONE HOURS: MON-THURS TO 9 PM 


CHAMPION 


Finally a BC where you don’t have to 
sacrifice performance, reliability, or 
fit for an economical price. Rapid 

exhaust valve, padded cummerbund, 


MASTER 

A unique BC where stability and 
comfort come together. Complete 
soft pack, plush lining, dual tank 
bands, rapid exhaust valve, soft 
touch inflator, two large pockets with 


ADMIRAL 


The Admiral BC offers all the features 
you have come to expect from a BC: 
¢ Slim design, plush lining, integral 
commerbund harness, dual tank 
bands, rapid exhaust valve, soft-touch 


soft touch inflator, padded hard 
pack, two large pockets with quick 
drain, adjustable shoulder straps, 


inflator, two large pockets with quick 
drain, adjustable shoulder strap, hose 


quick drain, adjustable straps, hose 
holder, integral cummerbund har- 


PYRAMID 


A true BC for the professional! Back 
inflated with integrated weight system 
up to 35 ibs. Unrivaled comfort and 
stability. Rugged brass inflator with 
built-in over pressure valve. Lift 
capacity up to 55 lbs. Dual tank 


212°645-1234 


24 Hour 
FAX 


212-691-7286 


E-mail: goleisure@aol.com 


Air Plus 
Octapus 


$6 9°5 


Air Plus Regulators 


A down stream demand system which provides the diver with 


reliable and high performance. 


The Air Plus is constructed of the finest materials available. 
Polyplast coating which is baked on brass at 500 degrees to 
give you the strength of brass and the protection of high impact 
plastics. Balanced piston, 2 high pressure ports, 4 low 
pressure ports, 3602 swivel 30” hose 


At Leisure-Pro, we guaran- 
tee that you will pay the low- 


holder, lower lumbar pac, extra heavy 


hose holder and more. ( 
foam padding $4g995 pack-and 6 D 


$4 3495 $4 7.QP5 sso ‘e 


All BCs available in Black, Blue, Lime, Yellow and Pink colors and in Small, Medium, Large, XL, and XXL 

Dry Suits 

eNokia eHarvey’s °0-S 
¢Diamond Dry Suits.Call 
Harvey’s 

Semi Dry Suit 6.5mm .219.95 
2nd Skin SK-190 ....149.95 


Henderson 
Polartec 


ness, extra heavy foam padding, low 


est price in the nation on every 
profile and more. 


item we sell. Here’s how it 
works. Find any identical item 
priced lower at any Authorized 
Dealer in the country that can 
be verified and we will beat 


that price by an additional 5%. 


( Y jarante Q 
Competitor must have item in 


stock, including size, color and same year model, at 
the time of purchase. If the item is not in stock, 
Leisure-Pro will gladly match the competitor’s price. 

Guarantee does not apply to close-outs and 
liquidations. 


DIVER'S PACKAGES 


PACKAGE #1001 PACKAGE #1003 

¢ TUSA Libarator 2 BC e BLUE REEF Pyramid BC 

e Mares MR 12 e US Divers Aquarius 
Regulator Regulator 

e Cayman Double ¢ Tri Gauge 240 w/MDI, 
Console 5000 psi/ 

e Blue Reef Duffle Bag and compass 


°339"" 


DIVER'S PACKAGE #1004 
* B.C. - TUSA, SHERWOOD, SEAQUEST 
* Regulator - MARES, SHERWOOD, TUSA 
* Console - 240 ft. depth/MDI/ 5000 PSI 
* Air Max Octopus ¢ Save-a-Dive Kit 
* Regulator Bag ¢ Diver’s Halogen Light 
* Oct Holder ¢ Gauge Holder * Hose Protectors 


PACKAGE #1005 PACKAGE #1006 
* BLUE REEF Admiral BCD e TUSA BCD e BCJ-3500 


BLUE REEF Air Plus Regulator e BLUE REEF Air Plus Regulator 
* BLUE REEF Triple Digital Console «+ TUSA SCA-800 Triple Comp. Console 
* BLUE REEF Air Max Octopus e BLUE REEF Air Max Octopus 


*549°° 


ELECTRONIC DIGITAL GAUGE 
Durable & efficient reads: Depth max depth / 
Dive time / Surface interval / Ascent warning / 
Water air temp. / Logs 4 dives.Available in three 
combinations. Se y 
Module only : me i 
Wrist Mount 

Double Digital Console 
w/Pressure 

Triple Digital Console 
w/Pressure & Compass 


bands Semi hard 
°199"° 


BLUE REEF AGRESSOR 
Decompression Computer 
e Patented Color-coded pictograph e Instant Readability 
e Visual Alarm ¢ Automatic Activation 
e Automatic Back lighting 
e Auto Altitude Compensating (to 10,000 ft.) 
° 9 Dive Log History * Pre-Dive Scrolling Mode 
© Nitrogen Level e No Decompression Time ¢ Depth 
¢ Decompression Status ¢ Maximum Depth e Bottom Time 
¢ Temperature ¢ Dive Counter ¢ Battery Level Status 


e User replaceable atiey ° Pipiey area $3399 
4.8 sq. in. ¢e Work depth to t 5 


¢ Available Wrist or Hose 
PACKAGE #1002 
e BLUE REEF 
Champion BC 
e Sherwood Brut 
Regulator 
¢ Double Console 
240 Depth w/MDI 
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5% Discount on any 3-Piece outfit with Mask, Fin & Snorkel 


SNORKEL __ ) ADVANCED DIVERS 

PACKAGE PACKAGE Oe 

* Full Foot Fins * Silicone Flex Snorkel . er oe eee 
* Low Volume Mask * Open Heel Fins eR / 
* Silicone Snorkel / © Silicone Mask e 4 Window Mask 


44” 59° 74° 


\ i Ye : 


TABATA/TUSA 5. DIVERS DACOR 


U.S 
Corrective Lenses Available MASKS MASKS 


MASKS Corsica Mask Tri View Quantum w/Purge 
New TM5700Q Spendive II Call Lok Split Lens | 4 Wind 64.95 
TM5700 Split Lens Cal) Lena d ore ep es ay tils eed 
TM70000 Im a Call Hawaii 2 Split Lens Integra 4 Window QL 54.95 

bigs Hawaii 3 Integra DL 49.95 Tri Vista69.95 
TM3800Q Single Lens Call) = Wawaii 4/4 Window 
TM6000Q 4 Window Call scan Tri View Ultra VU Il 34.95 Ultra ll 34.95 
TM8000Q wipurge Ryperery Call Pursuit DL 49.95 Pursuit SL49.95 
TM2000Q Mini Kleio Call FINS 
TM4000Q Kleio Call Turboflex S.P. 
Integra Fin 


FINS 
Liberator Xten 5000 
Liberator Xten 5500 SNORKELS 
Integra (DV) Dry Snorkel 21.95 
Integra (DVF) Flex Dry 23.95 


IMPREX SF-7700 
OCEANIC 


IMPREX-SF-8800 Small 
XPERT SF-5900 

Prismatic Il 3 Lens 
Customeyes 2 


SNORKLES 
Customeyes 4 


New SP 500Q Hyperdry 

New SP 580Q Hyperdry 
Max Vis II Single Lens 
Maxim Eyes Split Lens 


$P210 Q 
Bi-Vu 2 64.95 Bi-Vu 4 


5P410.Q 
MARES 


SP300 Q 
SP400Q 
MASKS 

ESA 6 Window Mask 
Vedra Split Lens 
Tempra Single Lens 
Seta Mask Split Lens 
Venstosa 


Create Your 
Own Brand 
Name 
Package - 
Mix & 
Match any 
BC /Reg/ 
Console 
for 
significant 
Savings- 
Call for 
Details 


34.95 


Blades 
Compro OH 


SNORKELS 49.95 


Impulse 79.95 


Flex Impulse 
Aquarius w/purge 


OCEAN MASTER 
100% Dry Snorkel only 29.95 
Proflo : : 

MASKS with Purge 
Equalizer Z2 42. 
Equalizer Z4 
Pro Vision 


SCUBA PRO 
MASKS 


New Hot Frames 
Tri Vent w/purge 
XQ Tri Vent 
Quad Vision 
View Split 
Focus 
Scenic 


Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Sale | For a copy of our new 
| illustrated catalog- 
please print your name, 
address and day time 
phone and mail to: 
Leisure Pro- 

Customer service 

y 42 West 18th St. 

1 New York, NY 10011 


Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 


36.95 
36.95 
39.95 
42.95 
47.95 


Availabl 
64.95 ailable 


64.95 in Metric 


64.95 
59.95 
54.95 
49.95 
34.95 
42.95 


BOOTS 
Boots 3500Z 
Slippers 2300 Call 
IMPREX Slippers 2100 19.95 


SHERWOOD MASKS 
Genesis Split Lens (4000) 41.95 
Genesis Split Lens (4200) 41.95 
Mini Mag Single Lens (4400)39.95 
Genesis 4 Window (4600) 44.95 
Genesis Slim Line (4700) 29.95 

SNORKLES 
Genesis Flex Purge 
Genesis with Purge 


SEA QUEST 


MASK 
Tetra 4 Window 


FINS 
Wenoka Reflex 


Call 


39.95 Futura 2 


SNORKELS 
Shotgun 2 
Twin Valve 


TAG HEUER 
1000 2-tone 
2000 2 tone 
3000 2 tone 


OCITIZEN 


PRO MASTER 
SERIES 


24.95 
29.95 


FINS 
Veloce H.P. 
Gorilla Seawings 
Classic Sea Wing 
Jet Fins 
XQ Sea Wing 
Hyper SW 


SEAVISION 
Mask’s Artistic Colors & Filtered 
Lenses for Better View 69.95 


69.95 
91.95 
58.95 
59.95 
84.95 
69.95 


FINS 
Plana Avanti 
Avanti HP Full Foot 
Avanti Quattro 
Power Plana SL 
Power Plana Graphite 
Avanti Apnea 
Avanti L FF. 


21.95 
18.95 


Aqualand New Seiko Kinetic 
$23542 Scuba 200m DM ....309.95 
$DS105 Diver’s 200m 


$DS105 Diver’s 200m 


DEP 510C Logs 5 Dives.189.95 
DEP 600C Logs 20 Dives289.95 
AW 560 G Shock 


Aqualand II 
Aqualand Pro 
Aqualand Duplex 
D/M Chronograph 
100M Professional 


DW 6600 G Shock 


S23469 Diver's Qtz. w/log...269.95 76 209 Therm 


$2339 499.95 SHC033..199.95 
$233287 Scubamaster Com 
SWY022 Sport Tech 

Sea&Sea Marine Dive Watch.49.95 
Time Line 300 ft WIR Dive.....19.95 


Pathfinder Digital Compass 


CAUTION: Life support equipment should be used only with proper instruction and scuba certification 
i Watches Available Call 


This Ad does not imply the sale of life support equipment via Mail Order 





EXCLUSIVE COMPUTERS 


DIVE COMPUTER 


* Dive planning (pre-dive 
planning mode, including 
repetitive dive plan) 

e Three altitude modes 

¢ Surface Interval time, No 
decompression time 
remaining, Ceiling depth 

¢ Present depth, Fast ascent 
warning”SLOW” « Dive lo 

¢ Maximum ay © Elapse 

* Dive counter, Thermometer ¢ Low battery warning 

¢ Decompression mode: activated upon violalon of 
the prescribed no decompression limit 

 Decompression-stop indication at three ceiling 
levels — descent and ascent indications 

* Contact: Log, Altitude mode 

© Contact: Activation (Auto shut off), Dive planning 


e Flying Not Recommended 
iiicinfetion e Wrist Mount $4 64°> 


dive time 


Free Gauge Protector with Every Computer Purchase 


Dacor Omni Dive Computer.299.95 
Dacor Omni Pro Call 
Dacor Omni Console 
Orca Marathon 
Orca Phoenix } 
Orca Phoenix Aud. ...549.95 
Profile 1000 I 
TUSA SCA 800 Console....Call 
US Diver Monitor II Call 
US Diver Scan 4 
US Divers Pivot Matrix ........ Call 
US Divers Monitor 3 Hoseless....Call 
US Divers Matrix Wrist UW] 
Citizen Hyper Aqualand 

with Interface Unit..249.95 


Mares Divemate 419.95 
Encore Module only....239.95 
Encore Combo 

Encore Wrist/Hose 

Source Wrist/Hose 

Source Combo 

Seiko Computer 

Sea Quest EON 

Scuba Pro DC Il Computer 

Console 

The Bridge (Nitrox) 419.95 
Cochran Dive Computers .Call 
Beuchat Maestro Pro.....Call 
Interface & Software 


WE CARRY METRIC COMPUTERS 


EXCLUSIVE CONSOLES 


¢ Oceanic DataMax II Navcon 

¢ Oceanic MultiMax Navcon 

¢ Oceanic Max-Depth Navcon é 

¢ Sherwood Sigma Combo Gauge 200' (5730) ...104.95 
¢ Sherwood Compass Capsule 34,95 
¢ Tri Gauge PS! 5000 Press. with max depth 109.95 
¢ Pressure Gauge ONLY i 

* Double Console PS! 5000 pressure / depth 

* Double Console Metric & Bar 

¢ Dacor Endura Console 

¢ Dacor Digital Console 

e Dacor System Compass 

¢ TUSA SCA/760 Console Triple Guage 

¢ New TUSA SCA/650 Analog Pressure & Compass Call 
¢ TUSA SCA/720 Double Guage Call 


¢ US DIVERS Data Pro DS2 with Bottom Timer... 
e US DIVERS Compass Module DP2 

¢ US DIVERS Pivot DP2 

¢ US DIVERS Pivot DS3 

¢ US DIVERS Pivot Data pro 2 Hi-Vis 

e US Divers Pivot Compass 

¢ Scuba Pro Console VIP #28085 

¢ Scuba Pro Dive Sonar 1 

¢ Scuba Pro V.I.P. 2 Console 230’ 

¢ Scuba Pro V.I.P. 3 Console Compass 

¢ Scuba Pro LS1 Compass Wrist 

¢ Mares Escort II Digital Gauge 

¢ Mares Escort Ill Digital Gauge 

¢ Mares Wrist Compass..................0..006 


EXCLUSIVE REGULATORS & OCTOPUS 


US 
DIVERS 


Pv gadie 
Conshelf 22 
Sea 3/4 
Micra Plus 


Combined Regulator & BC 
Power Inflator System 


Replace your octopus with this system 
to have one less gear to wear Equive- 


A 


MR-12 Voltrex 


SHERWOOD 


Maximus 
Magnum Il, 


Blizzard, MR-22 Abyss 


Oasis 2, Classic MR-12 IIIDFC 


OCEANIC 

Omega Il, 
Alpha,IV 
Delta Il 


Tusa $$350 octpus 
Tusa $$400 octpus 
Scuba Pro Octopus R190 
Blue Reef Airmax Octpus 


TUSA 
Iimprex TR-400 
Liberator TR-200 
Imprex-2 TR-350 
AD-2 TR-390 


DACOR 


EXTREME 
EXTREME + 
ENDURO 
QUANTUM 
U.S. Divers Octopus 
U.S.Divers Air Mic 


U.S.D. Micra+Octopus 
Oceanic Alpha Octopus 


Yon t 
undersold 


PEP Hy chip ky 
ee: eae 


SPARE AIR KIT 194°” 
194% | ony *99?* 


Dive Rite Wings Double Tank Package #2030P Package includes: 
° BC Wings - ABS Backplate & DLX Harness « Bands ¢ Bolt Kit 


Dacor Quantum 
Regulator 


° Utility Pocket & Z-Knife & Octopus Retainer 


RS LENSES AND ACCESSORIES 
New 13/2.8 Fisheye all 
28/2.8 Call 50/2.8 Call 
20-35 Call SB-104 Call 
Double Bracket 219.95 
Extension Arm 189.95 
O Ring RS14.95 Dbl. Cord 155. 


ACCS. for NIKONOS 
Ikelite Ext Tube Set 99.95 
Ikelite Optical Viewfinder 119.95 

New! AQUA LENS 
SYSTEM for Nikonos - Call 
TECHNICAL LIGHTING ARMS 
and Accessories f/Nikonos Call 


UW SLAVE 
Morris UW Slave Flash 59.95 


SEA & SEA NIKONOS ACCS 
12/3.5 Fisheye (167°) Call 
Finder f/12mm F.E. Call 
15/3.5 Call 
High eyepoint Viewfinder Call 
20/3.5 w/Cs 
16/5.6 Conv Lens 
Optical Viewfinder 
YS-50 TTL w/Arm & Tray 


NIKONOS-V 
Nikonos V 579.95 
Nikonos V w/35/2.5 739.95 
Aqua Lens f/Nikon Call 
15/2.8UW 1499. 28/35UW 369. 
20/2.8UW 709. 35/2.5UW 167. 
80/4 UW 369. 
28mm UW Finder 19.95 
35 & 80mm UW Finder 19.95 
DF-10 Finder for 80mm 

(Above Water) 
DF-11 299.95 DF-12 
SB 105 Complete 
SB 105 Flash Head 
TTL Sync Cord (Repl) 
Arm Joint (Repl) 
(SU101) Sensor Unit f/SB102 
Double TTL Sync Cord 
Open water sync cord 
set double 329.95 
Double Bracket 159.95 
Db! Bracket Set f/SB105/3/2 329.95 
Ext Arm Set £/SB105/3/2 149.95 
Close-Up Kit w/o case 209.95 


89.95 
184.95 
Call 
459.95 
94.95 
49.95 
49.95 
159.95 


s = 


Mares MR-12 
Regulator 


319” 


SEAcSEA 


MX-10 
Motor Marine MX-10 Call 
MX-10 w/external flash Kit Call 
20mm Converter Lens f/MX-10 Call 
Macro Lens f/MX-10 Call 
Color Correction Filter Call 


w/TTL Flash capability & DX Film 
Coding, 1/125 sync, 

power wind & rewind Call 
Motor Marine I! EX Kit 

with YS50 TTL flash Call 
UR-Pro UW Filter f/MM II 44.95 
16mm Conv. lens Call 
20mm Conv. lens Call Macro lens (1:3)Call 
Macro lens (1:2)Call Lens Caddy Call 
YS-50 TTL-Il Kit Call 
Bulk Head Conn. f/MM-I 9.95 

SX-1000 

SX-1000 Camera with UW 

Housing - Complete Pkg. 

UW Housings 


NX-50 Housing f/Nikon N50 Call 
NX-500 Hsng. f/Canon Rebel Call 


AQUATICA 


Olsiributed by Nikon inc. 
New Aquatica f/N90 Elec. Call 


Call 


Oceanic Omega II Octopus ..129.95 
Beuchat Octopus Call 
Dacor Enduro 

Dacor Extreme 


Lens Hood & Filter Holder 7.95 
Original Nikonos Case 54.95 
O-Ring Set 


YS120 TTL Strobe 
YS300 TTL Strobe 
Ext Tubes 


EXPLORE THE DEPTHS 
WITH CANON EOS SLRS 


CANON sdectus 


CE-05/CE-O5N (for EOS A2/A2E) 

¢ Marine grade aluminum casting 

© High-eyepoint viewfinder magnifier 

¢ External controls for selecting AF controls 
EOS A2E 

¢ Eye-controlled focus 

e Wide-zone 5-point AF 


e Full-featured Electronic 
Control Dials 


Seaquest Air Source Aquatica f/Nikon F4 1299.95 
New Aluminum Housing. BE: 
a 


for most Sony TR Cameras 


lant to SeaQuest air source 95 
or Scuba Pro A.I.R. 2. only 4 1 4 Sherwood Octopus #3107 RH 64.95 
Tusa Duo Air / IR-3 Sherwood ECO Octopus #3108 74.95 


Full line of Brand Name B.C.s in stock 
eTusa «Sherwood «US Divers «Beuchat « Sea Quest Dacor ¢ Oceanic *Mares 


DIVE LIGHT BAGS and BELTS 


Compact Light BACK PACKS 


Large 25x20x11 
Halogen w/Spare 95 
Bulb & Lanyard Sy sheckler 26 


; : Regulator Bag Front Insert 12.95 
with 4 C Batteries 2 95 9 g 


Deluxe Pack w/wheels 69.95 
UNDERWATER KINETICS Padded Regulator Bag 19.95 
UK-400 34.95 UK-400R 104.95 WEIGHT BELTS 
UK-1200 Hal. 52.95 UK-800R 4 Pocket, 5 Pocket, arg 
40 25.95 Q60 6 Pocket or 7 Pocket Tea Raa 
Mini Q40 14.95 SL-4 Sunlight 
SL6 29:95 Spare Bulbs eet a 


Mesh Bag 
PELICAN 
Super Pelilite 14.95 Mitylite 
Super Saberlite 21.95 Super Mitylite 
Kinglite 54.95 Dual Six 
Britelite 34.95 Stealthlite 


IKELITE 


23.95 Maxi C-Lite H 
39.95 
42.95 


9 
22.95 
Call Neoprene 
Belt w/Buckle......4.95 
Q.R. Weight Belt 9.95 


Scuba Pro Jet Belt ..21.95 


SEAQUEST WENOKA BAGS 
XL Pro Excel Pac 
Pro Excel Pac with wheels & Handle .... 
Super Pack w/wheels 
Snorkel Pack 
Super Pack Duffle 
Compact Pro Excel Pac 
Max Pac Duffle 
Super Pack 3 
Pro Excel Pac 
Deluxe Super Pac 


BLUE REEF ROYAL SUITS 


6.5mm Neoprene Wetsuit 

e Farmer John step-in jacket 

© Soft stretch neoprene ¢YKK zipper 

Durable knee pads quality sealed 
edges.e Plush, smooth & cozy fits 
like a second skin. 


Available in ail 5 
sizes. only 142° 
7mm suit 


2mm, 3mm Shorty 
Jumpsuit 2mm 74.95 3mm...89.95 


Royal Polartec® Suits 


e Nylon/Lycra outer layer 

e Velor fleece lining « YAK zippers 
non corrosive slides 

e 100% Windproof 

e Machine washable 

© Thermal capacity — 


AXPOLARTEC ° 
702 and up 
Available in colors & sizes. 


5 
139%. 
Royal Lycra Skins 


¢ 8 oz. Nylon/Lycra tricot fabric * 82% nylon, 18% 
lycra ©200% stretch ¢ Center back seam 
e YKK zippers non corrosive slides 
e Machine washable 
Available in colors & sizes. 


Cc 
ESH BAGS 
19.95 
10.95 


Mini C-Lite H 
Mini C-Firent. 
Super C-Lite 
Sata Lite 39.95 
RCD Light 39.95 
Ikelite Compass Call 
Princeton Tec Lights 
Mag C&D Cell Flashlights 


KNIVES 


WENOKA SEAQUEST 
COMPACT COMFORT Z-LOCK III 
Sale #41603, ..44.95 #41601, 41602, 41605 47.95 
FULL SIZE-MID SIZE Z-LOCK 
Full #41614, 41615 
Mid 41611, 41612 
COMMAND SERIES Z-LOCK 


CE-RX (for EOS Rebel! X-XS) 

e Marine grade aluminum casting 

¢ High-eyepoint viewfinder magnifier 

¢ External controls for selecting AF controls 
EOS Rebel XS 


e Fast 3-point multi-wide AF 
¢ Command dial with 10 different 


Sata Lite Coil 42.95 
RCD LightH R 119.95 


MINI Z-LOCK : 
#41606, 41607, SEA LAZER Z-LOCK 
29.95 #41610, 41609.....34.95 
Sale Compact Comfort Z-Lock III 
OCEAN MASTER *. 
Titanium Point Bette acalh Blunt ....64.95 Canon TIL # 


e Underwater operation 

up to 16.4 ft. © High eye-point 
large viewfinder 

¢ 3 point smart autofocus 


DIVING ACCESSoOoRilecsS 


FISHER METAL DETECTORS & SONARS Warm Water Glove w/VELCRO® 
PUISC BX.....0c0ceeeees Call Pulse 6x Neoprene 5mm Glove w/VELCRO® 
ie Berta moet STD Snorkel Vest “oie Warm/Cold Water Glove 
norkel Vest w . Reef Glove............ 6.95 K Valve only 
Scuba Pro Tank Handle..........csssessesceesssereeseees 9.95 Neoprene 5mm Boots w/Zipper 


Dive Rite Reels and Lights Sunto-Coni : : : 
Nees pas w/Side View SK-6 
Scuba Tuba Dive Signal .............:ccccsssseesesrecesees 3.95 Seascape Mask Strap ecsececsesssscsscsccscccrseeccceseee 9.95 


Save A Dive Kit (6 PC.).......c::scccsestesessereetenees 12.95 : 7 
Seacure Custom Mouthepiece 24.95 Primary Reel - 250” Golden Reel 
The Quest Dive Slate Primary Reel - 400” Golden Reel : 
and Wire.....12.95 Dive Alert Full Line Of Victorionox Swiss Army Knife 
Leatherman Tool/Super Tool 


Sea Drops for mask ........cssssecsseseecseseseesseseseseeees 2.99 I 
Gurkee’s Dive Sandal Scuba tool all in one tool 


tems 


19.95 Blunt and use with CE Series 


PNEUMATIC/SPEAR GUNS 


MARES SEABEAR, 
Cyrano 550 JBL, 
Cyrano 850 
Cyrano 700 & BENDITO 
Cyrano 970 E Spear Guns 
Cyrano 1100 ...164.95 - CALL- 


e¢ Padded 
Shoulder 


only 


only 49° - 


No Surcharge for MasterCharge or Visa Purchases. Personal checks welcome, will ship without delay. Name must 
be imprinted on check, also include address, phone, and a copy of major credit card or drivers license for reference. 
Shipping, handling and insurance additional. 14 day more back guarantee less shipping, with packing and blank war- 
ranty card. For return/exchange, call for RA#. We ship UPS. Some items special order. All orders are subject to accep- Fla 
tance and verification. Products may not be eligible for rebates offered by manufacturer unless mfg. or dist. warranty 
included. Pictures are for illustration purposes only and may not be exact. N.Y. Residents add Sales Tax 


Not responsible for typographical errors 


Prices effective till June 3, 1996 


Lift bag 100 Ib....27.95 Lift bag 50 Ib 


24.95 
24.95 


Carter Lift Bags 



























A Complete Inventory Of Land 
Cameras, Housings, Amphibious 
Cameras, Camcorders, 
Photo and Video Housings. 


Sea & Sea YS120 
Strobe 





Sea & Sea 
MotorMarine IIEX 





a 


Nikonos V Ikelite N9O Matrix 


Don’t Wait Another Minute. 
Call Us For The Best Prices 
and Fastest Service. 

We ship anywhere in the world! 


Authorized Dealer for all Major Brands 
In Business 50 Years 





CAMERA & VIDEO EXCHANGE 
209 Broadway (Route 110), 
Amityville L.I., NY 11701 


(800) 262-4160 


Ph: (516) 264-4160 
Fax: (516) 264-1007 


circle #85 on Reader Service Card 
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SCUBAPRO EDI 
(Continued from Page 6) 


mation, surface intervals and any out of 
range violations for your last six dives in 


dena aeons 





USER COMMENTS 


Intuitive display: “The dis- 
play is perfectly structured for 
checking vital information with 
exceptional simplicity and 
quickness.” 

Compact design: “I liked 
yt Lt aiplinne and bib rubbery 





memory. Additionally, the EDI remem- 
bers the total number of dives, total dive 
time and your all-time maximum depth. 


The EDI also has an altitude adjust- 
ment feature. It can make computational 
adjustments to the decompression 
schedule for any diving between 2,300 
and 8,200 feet above sea level. Suffice it to 
say, there are several restrictions to diving 
in this mode and diving at alti- 
tude should be done only after 
proper training and with a thor- 
ough familiarization of the limi- 
tations and instructions outlined 
in the EDI’s owner’s manual. 

The EDI utilizes lithium 
manganese batteries, com- 
monly used in pagers and 
easily obtainable. Replace- 
ment is a Snap and requires no 
special tools. 

The EDI console comes cra- 
dled in a protective, soft elas- 
tomeric boot that absorbs 
shocks and holds up well under 
abuse. A clear, protective lens 
cover saves the instrument face 
from scratches, slightly magni- 
fies the display and is easily re- 
moved for replacement. 

An optional and extremely 
convenient high pressure dis- 
connect (the HP Quick Coupl- 
ing) is available as an easy 
means of instrument removal 
from the first stage for travel or 
stowage. The fitting uses a 
threaded coupling and can be 
disconnected under pressure. 


DR. HAHN’S 
ALGORITHM 
We put a lot of faith in the 
decompression model used to 
derive our tissue saturation lev- 
els and thus our safe dive lim- 
its. In fact, we bet our lives on 
it. |, for one, don’t want to com- 
promise my safety one bit. 
Because high risk is not an op- 
tion, Scubapro has implement- 
ed Dr. Max Hahn's P6 algo- 
rithm, which utilizes both complex dis- 
solved gas and bubble mechanics theo- 
ries. The algorithm is based upon a risk 
reduction management system meant to 
keep the chance of decompression sick- 
ness as low as possible. 


CONCLUSION 

When we dive our world simplifies. 
The issues involved are very black and 
white. There’s no fooling yourself with- 
out severe consequences and the gen- 
eral rules aren’t all that flexible. 
Therefore, as divers, we must have the 
Critical survival information readily avail- 
able and in an easy to understand for- 
mat. The vital information we need—re- 
maining air, depth, time below, decom- 
pression status—is all found, ata 
glance, in the EDI’s superbly designed 








CENTRAL SKINDIVERS SAVES YOU MONEY!!! 
BIG DISCOUNTS ON ALL THE NAME BRANDS 


1-800-53-SCUBA 


CENTRAL Is 0 open 6 days a week. Orders! 











NAME BRAND CONSOLES 

PRESSURE/ MAX-DEPTH COMBO $ 79 
PRESSURE/ MAX-DEPTH/ COMPASS TRIPLE $119 
PRESSURE/ TEMP/ MAX-DEPTH COMBO $129 
PRESSURE/ ELECTRONIC DEPTH/TIMER $199 
ELECTRONIC FULL DECO COMPUTER $199 
PRESSURE GAUGE WITH HOSE $ 65 


FAMOUS MAKE CONSOLE W/PRESSURE GAUGE, 269 
COMPASS & 


COMPUTER AND 


DYNAMITE DIGITAL DISCOUNTS 
GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES ON 
DIGITAL COMPUTERS AND GAUGES FROM 


DACOR, OCEANIC, BEUCHAT, COCHRAN, 
SHERWOOD, TUSA, UWATEC, U.S. DIVERS, 
SEAQUEST, MARES,ORCA, ETC. 


PLAY IT SAFE WITH SPARE AIR 


Gus 1996 PACKAGE DEAL “A” Sa 


BUOYANCY COMPENSATOR JACKET with 
ower, soft pang ack, rapid exhaust, L.P. hose; 
Famous make BALANCED REGULATOR: 

OPUS with long hose; DOUBLE 

CONSOLE with pressure and max depth. Save 

hundreds of dollars with CENTRAL’S 











SPECIAL PRICE OF ONLY $499 
Gauges $40/Regulators $60 - In Store Only 
WATCHES 
CITIZEN AQUALAND-PROMASTER 68% 
CITIZEN QUARTZ DATE es 
QUARTZ 100 METERS 
FAMOUS MAKE AUTOMATIC 
CHRONOSPORT BLACK U.D.T. 
FAMOUS STAINLESS & GOLD PSs $109 
TAG HEUER Bey CALL 


MANY OTHER QUARTZ & AUTOMATIC MODELS 
AVAILABLE FROM STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


mu 1996 PACKAGE DEAL “B” 


FAMOUS MAKE REGULATOR with inhi 
ne a aera and adjustable second sta 
BUOYANCY COMPENSA OR with 
ciate L.P. hose, soft band pack, rapid 
exhaust, cummerbund; TRIPLE CONSOLE 
with pressure, max depth, compass, OCTOPUS 
with long hose. Save hundreds of dollars by 
bu 0 this famous brand Ke e for 
CENTRAL'S LOW, LOW OF $649 


TANK SPECIALS 
Top Name Brand with Deluxe Valve 
ALUMINUM 15 CU. FT. CALL 
ALUMINUM 30 CU. FT. CALL 
ALUMINUM 65 CU. FT. CALL 
ALUMINUM 80 CU. FT. CALL 
ALUMINUM 100 CU. FT. CALL 


a 


“ 
® 


IN-STORE SUPER SPECIAL! 80 CU. FT. ALUMINUM 
TANK COMPLETE WITH DELUXE VALVE $1 09.99 


a THERMO-PLASTIC FIN 
y/ Jet Type Blade, “Space Age” 
materials with ‘Adjustable Straps 


STEEL 100 CU. FT. CALL 
STEEL 120 CU. FT. CALL 
DELUXE KAM PACK $55 





CLEAR STRAP FIN $ 35 
PRO STRAP FIN $ 50 
SILICONE MASK $ 29 
PRESCRIPTION MASK $ 99 
SILICONE VENT SNORKEL $ 15 
HARD SOLE BOOTS $ 25 


FIVE-FINGER GLOVES $ 15 


WHY BUY A PACKAGE DEAL FROM CENTRAL? 
BECAUSE ONLY CENTRAL GIVES YOU EVERY ITEM 
MADE BY A FAMOUS MANUFACTURER. THIS MEANS 
YOU HAVE A TRIPLE GUARANTEE. YOUR LOCAL DIVE 


SHOP, CENTRAL, OR THE NATIONALLY FAMOUS 


MANUFACTURER. AND “OF COURSE”, NOBODY BEATS 
CENTRAL'S PRICES FOR OVER 44 YEARS 





5S nf ed within hours. 
UNDERSOLD! If you see somethin 
Ifor less, let us know and we'll beat the price. 
CALL 1-800-53 SCUBA NOW!! 





OPEN 6 DAYS MON. TO SAT. 10-6:30 


ATTENTION! 
READING THIS COULD SAVE YOU ALOT 


OF MONEY AND ALOT OF TROUBLE! 
At CENTRAL. you get nationally advertised name-brand 
products at rock bottom prices and we are authorized 
dealers of every item we sell. But beware; some 


advertisers in this magazine are not factory authorized 
and are selling “Grey Market”merchandise!! 
Read the small print in those big ads, because if you 
purchase DACOR, U.S.DIVERS, SCUBAPRO, ETC. from 
a non-authorized dealer, you could end up without a 
valid U.S. Warranty. 





BUOYANCY COMPENSATORS 
Famous Makes, Best Quality, Low Pressure 
Inflator & Hose, Quick Dump, Travel Pack. 
DELUXE BLADDERLESS $159 
SUPER DELUXE BLADDERLESS $199 
SOFT PACK BLADDERLESS $229 
MILITARY HORSECOLLAR WITH C02 $229 
BACK MOUNTED CORDURA B.C. $229 
FAMOUS MAKE WEIGHT DROP $249 
ORIGINAL MANTA STYLE CALL 
B.C. AIR-3 OCTO/REGULATOR $149 
B.C.’S AND STAB. JACKETS FROM SHERWOOD 
OCEAN EDGE, U.S. DIVERS, DACOR, SEAQU UEST, 
SEATEC, BEUCHAT, TUSA, MARES, ETC. 


BAGS & BACKPACKS 

MEDIUM MESH GAME BAG $13 
LARGE MESH GAME BAG $16 
MEDIUM MESH GEAR BAG $ 22 
LARGE MESH GEAR BAG $ 25 
LARGE DELUXE MESH GEAR BAG $ 49 
EXTRA LARGE BACK PACK BAG $ 89 
SUPER LARGE GEAR BAG W/WHEELS $ 89 
ALL OTHER BAGS ALSO ON SALE 


UNDERWATER LIGHTS 
4 

4 CELL LANTERN 

8 CELL LANTERN DELUXE 
6 VOLT RECHARGABLE 

6 VOLT SEALED BEAM BULBS 


KNIVES 

5" BLADE WITH SHEATH 
51/2" BLADE WITH SHEATH 
41/4" BLADE SUPER DELUXE 






mus 1996 PACKAGE DEAL “C” EEE 


DELUXE BLADDERLESS BUOYANCY 
COMPENSATOR with soft touch inflator, 
cummerbund, quick release shoulder straps, 
rapid exhaust; DOUBLE CONSOLE with max 
depth; HIGH PERFORMANCE REGULATOR 
with extremely smooth flow thru balanced 
piston. This name brand package is a 
CENTRAL LOW, LOW SPECIAL AT $389 


SUPER CLOSE-OUTS 
(List $45) 
(List $30) 


NEOPRENE POCKET BELT 
MESH POCKET BELT 

DIVE ALERT 

PADDED REGULATOR BAG 
UNDERWATER SCOOTER 
METAL DETECTORS 
SPARE AIR 


(List $50) 
(List $35) 
(List $1495) 
(List $1145) 
(List $299) 


Central Skindivers 


160-09 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica, NY 11432 
(718) 739-5772 © Open 6 Days 
Minutes from Manhattan and Kennedy Airport 


CALL 





iplaced rik charge cards or inoney orders areal 
adverse 





REGULATORS Te 


SUPER DELUXE MINI (List ian CALL 
ADJUSTABLE SUPER DELUXE (List $419) $279 
ADJUSTABLE DELUXE (List $358) $229 
DELUXE BALANCED PISTON _ (List $300) $199 
FAMOUS MAKE DIAPHRAGM (List $320) $179 
FAMOUS MAKE PISTON (List $230) $149 
OCTOPUS (SAFE SORA ED ene $130) $ 79 
REGULATORS FROM U.S. DIVERS, DACOR, 


BEUCHAT, TUSA, SHERWOOD, POSEIDON, OCEAN 
EDGE, SEAQUEST, MARES ALWAYS ON SALE 


BUY AMERICAN FIRST 
Sushi and Spaghetti have no technical parts, but 
Regulators, Gauges, & pene Compensators do. You 
should try to buy NAME BRANDS made in the U.S.A. 
93% of CENTRALS recommendations are U.S.A. made. 
PLEASE, PLEASE PLEASE call us before you spend 
your hard earned money. We have thrilled divers with our 
Brae and expert advice since 1952. Call us, the advice is 
divers for divers, and it’s FREE. 


1-800-53-SCUBA 6 DAYS - MON THRU SAT 


Call and Ask For Your Own 
Custom Package Deal 
Use part or all or more than this list. 





YOU PAY CENTRALS 
ROCK BOTTOM QUOTE 


‘eT NOBODY BEATS CENTRAL'S 
WATCH PRICE, QUALITY & DELIVERY 
FAMOUS MAKE WETSUITS 


1/4" JACKET/FARMER SUPERSTRETCH $159 
1/4" JACKET/FARMER SUPERPLUSH $189 
1/8" JACKET/FARMER SUPERSTRETCH he s 





1/8" ONE PIECE JUMP SUIT 99 
1/8" FAMOUS MAKE SHORTY $ 75 
POLARTEC SUITS CALL 
NEOPRENE DRY SUITS $550 





SHARKSKIN SUITS 
3/16 " AND 1/4" NYLON 1 SIDE SHARKSKIN 
JACKET & PANTS 


Small Sizes Only - $79 
OTHER WET OR DRY SUITS AND SHORTIES AND 


SKINS FROM VIKING, U.S. DIVERS, HENDERSON, 
re HARVEY, O’NEILL, ETC. ALWAYS ON 








DELUXE SPEAR GUNS 

JUNIOR — 31" RUBBER (List$91) $ 69 
STANDARD 42" RUBBER (List $106)  $ 79 
DELUXE 53" RUBBER List $166) $135 
DELUXE PNEUMATIC 34" ist $250) $199 
STANDARD PNEUMATIC 29" = (List$200) $169 
JUNIOR PNEUMATIC 23" (List $185) $159 
mam 1996 SUPREME SHERWOOD PACKAGE mam 

IN STORE ONLY 


Advanced DELUXE BCD with power, rapid exhaust, 
cummerbund pockets, etc; Unique and excellent OASIS 
REGULATOR that keeps your air moist; Low profile 
OCTOPUS; New pressure max-depth, thermometer, 
compass TRIPLE CONSOLE; 80 cu. Ft. TANK with K valve. 
Retail over $1200 elsewhere. CENTRAL SPECIAL $799. 
a ad 


SPECIAL PACKAGE DEALS ON DACOR, U.S. DIVERS, 
TUSA, MARES, POSEIDON, BEUCHAT, AND MANY 
OTHER MANUFACTURERS. 


CENTRAL SKINDIVERS 

NOBODY SELLS FOR LESS AND NOBODY DELIVERS ! 

| FASTER THAN CENTRAL! PHONE FOR RUSH ORDERS! ! 
1 

I 

1 


PHONE: 1-800-53 SCUBA 
(718) 739-5772-- FAX (718) 739-3679 
; All Phone orders received before 1:00 p.m. are, 
i shipped same day! If you prefer to send a; 
ee order, your order will be shipped comic 
| day. ersonal checks take time to clear. Sorry, | 
!no C.O.D. orders 
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SCUBA 


PROFESSIONAL DIVE SHOPS 


See just how much 
you can save by coming to 
one of our full service shops 
or ordering by phone: 


800-621-6019 


AUTHORIZED DEALER OF : U.S. DIVERS 
e DACOR e SHERWOOD ¢ TUSA ¢ U.S. TECH 
e BEUCHAT e MARES e BAYSIDE e AND MORE 


U.S. TECH 
TRAVELER PACKAGE 


U.S. TECH Traveler 
BCD (soft pack) 
U.S. TECH Explorer 
Regulator 

U.S. TECH Sport 
Octopus 

U.S. TECH Triple 
Console (Compass, 
Depth Gauge, Air 
Pressure) 


Berry’s Price 
$539.95 


Retail $1154.95 


BAYSIDE POLARTEC® | 
By Malden Mills 
Four-Way Body 
Hugging Stretch and 
Soft Thermal Lining. 
Warmth equivalent to 
2.5mm Neoprene. 
Available in Men’s and 
Women’s Sizes. 
(Custom Polartecs 
Available) 


Berry’s Price 


$149.95 
Retail $225.00 


A\POLARTEC 


ORCA Marathon Computer § 


with Hose Mount Boot 


U.S. TECH 
ABC PACKAGE 


U.S. TECH ABC BCD 
U.S. TECH Sport 
Regulator 
U.S. TECH Sport 

| Octopus 

| | U.S. TECH Datacom 

tay | Double Console 

(Air Pressure, 
Depth Gauge) 


Berry’s Price 
$449.95 
Retail $985.00 


*NEW PACKAGE 


TUSA TR400 
Regulator 

ALL NEWTUSA 
[R-3 Duo-Air 
U.S. TECH 
Traveler BCD 
U.S. TECH 
Triple Console 
(w/max depth, 
compass & 
pressure gauge) 


Call for Colors & SUPER LOW PRICE 


WE WILL BEAT ANY ADVERTISED PACKAGE PRICE 


VISIT ONE OF OUR FULL SERVICE DIVE SHOPS 
FOR IN-STORE SPECIALS OR CALL FOR OUR FREE 
COLOR DIVE CATALOG : 800-621-6019 


100% CUSTOMER SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! 
SALES ¢ SERVICE ¢ LESSONS e AIR e HUGE SELECTION 
WANT TO BE AN INSTRUCTOR? 

CALL US ABOUT OUR PADI 5-STAR IDC TRAINING CENTER 


CHICAGO AND ATLANTA STORES ONLY MINUTES FROM AIRPORTS! 


BERRY CHICAGO 
6674 N. Northwest Hwy. 
Chicago, IL 60631 
(312) 763-1626 
Fax (312) 775-1815 


BERRY LOMBARD 

36 Yorktown Center 

Lombard, IL 60148 
(708) 495-2822 


BERRY PALATINE 

1294 E. Dundee Rad. 

Palatine, IL 60067 
(847) 358-3848 


BERRY ATLANTA 
3443 Dogwood Ave. 
Hapeville, GA 30354 

(404) 766-1186 
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SCUBAPRO EDI 


digital display. 

The EDI is attractively priced at $449 
retail. The optional HP Quick Connect 
assembly is priced at $38. For more in- 
formation, write to Scubapro U.S.A. at 
1326 Willow Road, Sturtevant, Wis- 
consin 53177 or call (414) 884-1500; fax 
(414) 884-1703. > 


ARUBA 
(Continued from Page 111) 


Nearby Skalahein Reef slopes grad- 
ually from 15 to 50 feet, then drops off 
more steeply past 100 feet. You can see 
the deeper part of the reef easily in the 
beginning of your dive and then work 
your way up leisurely to a safety stop at 
15 feet. Delicate Black Corals and bushy 
Deep Water Seafans are common below 
70 feet and hard corals such as Star and 
Smooth Brain begin to dominate the 
scenery as you ascend. The coral 
mounds are stacked so high in places 
that they look like fortresses. Spotted 
Eagle Rays are frequent visitors to 
Skalahein and Manta Rays are seen here 
occasionally. 

There are very few airplanes to be 
found on the bottom, so the Sonesta 
Planes are a treat for most divers. A 
Convair 400, similar to the more familiar 
DC-3, rests upright and intact in about 
50 feet of water. Pernaps because the 
water is Such an unusual environment for 
planes, they seem even more ghostly 
than shipwrecks. In any case, the 
sonesta DC-3 is a fascinating dive. On 
top of the coral slope a twin engine 
Beech-18 rests in about 15 feet of water. 

The oil tanker Pedernalis was sunk by 
the German submarine U-756 on 
February 11, 1942. The undamaged 
bow and stern sections of the ship were 
welded together and used as a landing 
craft later in the war but the center sec- 
tion still rests near the beach in 25 feet of 
water. This is an easy dive but thoroughly 
enjoyable because of the proliferate fish 
life around the wreck. 

A group of Unique Sports of Aruba 
divers returning to the beach were re- 
minded that the ocean is full of delightful 
surprises when they encountered a 25 
foot Whale Shark near the surface. With 
snorkelers from another boat, they 
spent more than 30 exhilarating minutes 
swimming with this gentle giant before it 
departed. It was a rare occurrence for 
Aruba but perhaps more will be seen in 
the future. 


ARUBA ASHORE 
At first glance, Aruba is a flat, arid island 


















Experience the ultimate in 
. underwater photography 

| with the world’s first & 
f only underwater autofocus 
SLR - the Nikonos RS. Or 
for the tried and true, the 
standard of the industry - 
the Nikonos V. 


Nikonos RS 


fin | i. from superior 
a { . optics, and Nikon quality. 


Nikonos than Helix. 


Nikonos V Call for Our Everyday 


Low Nikonos Prices! 


HELIX CARRIES A FULL LINE 
OF HOUSINGS! 


Deipr duus. 
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SéAcSEA 


UNDERWATER CAMERA EQUIPMENT 






Prices & availability subject to change without notice. 


Visa, Mastercard & Discover accepted. 
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DIVE INTO THE DEPTHS OF 
UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY! 


Either way, you benefit 
Nikkor 


Only Nikon sells more 











Helix extension tube sets are | 
available for Nikonos 35mm yt , 
& 28mm lenses. They open [) : 


your underwater photogra- | | g 


phy to a new world. 


starting at $95. 





TAKE A HELIX PHOTO/DIVE VACATION! 


Dive BONAIRE & enter the 
1996 Great Nikonos SHOOTOUT! 
June 22-29, 1996 


call for more details 








FF AQUATICA 


Now you can enjoy the world’s most technologically 
advanced professional SLR camera underwater! The 
Aquatica 90 constantly maintains correct balance & 
buoyancy through its adjustable ballast system. That 
means you can take full advantage of Nikon N90/N90s 
features like the world’s fastest autofocus system & exclu- 
sive 5 segment TTL sensor. 


SEAcSEA 


UNDERWATER (AMERR EQUIPMENT 





Sea & Sea introduces the Motormarine Il EX. The 
MMIIEX improves upon the original Motormarine II 
with the addition of user adjustable shutter speeds. 
This greatly enhances your creativity and helps you 

make better photographs. Also available from Sea & 
Sea: Motormarine |, Motormarine Il, and 


Motormarine MX-10. 
* CAMERA 


a | — DP, Sar 


310 S. Racine Ave., Chicago, IL 60607 


312/421-6000 © FAX: 312/421-2804 
Outside Illinois: 800/33 H.E.L.I.X 
http: //www.mastermall.com/helix 
email:helixuw@aol.com 
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ARUBA 


covered principally by cactus. Such a su- 
perficial appraisal led the Spanish to cate- 
gorize Aruba as an /s/as Inutiles, useless 
island, in 1513. However, a tour around 
the island will quickly reveal its inner beau- 
ty. Everywhere you will see divi-divi trees, 
shaped into living sculptures by the trade 
winds. Formations of enormous granite 
boulders dominate the island in some ar- 
eas. Along parts of the coast, waves of 
sand dunes seem to flow away from a 
base of moon-like lava rock. 

Tourism is by far the most important 
business, with the emphasis on water- 
sports and the beach. Gourmet dining 
and shopping are also given high priori- 
ty and, for about six weeks at the begin- 
ning of each year, Aruba surrenders it- 
self to the colorful celebration of 
Carnival. 


TRAVEL INFORMATION 

Air Aruba offers nonstop flights from 
Tampa and Miami and direct flights from 
Newark and Baltimore. In ten years of 
operation, Air Aruba has established an 
excellent record of on time departures 
and a reputation for gracious service. 

The average air temperature in Aruba 
is 83°F and you won't find it much differ- 
ent no matter what time of year you ar- 
rive. Lightweight, casual clothing is, natu- 
rally, most appropriate but there are also 
opportunities to dress up for dinner and 
dancing. Wearing bathing suits away 
from the beach or pool is discouraged, 
SO cover-ups for going to and from the 
beach are a good idea. 

The official language is Dutch, howev- 
er, English is sooken fluently by nearly ev- 
eryone in Aruba. Most residents also 
speak Dutch, Spanish and Papiamento, 
the local language of Aruba. The official 
currency is the Dutch florin but U.S. dol- 
lars are accepted in most establishments 
and even your change will be received in 
dollars and U.S. coins. 

For more information on diving Aruba, 
contact the Aruba Tourism Authority at 
(800) TO-ARUBA. You can also write to 
the U.S. office of the Aruba Tourism 
Authority at 1000 Harbor Boulevard, 
Weehawken, New Jersey 07087. = 


VIDEO COURSE 
(Continued from Page 83) 


detected moisture and shut off the power. 
The best way to combat condensation 
is to prevent it from happening. Use a 
hair dryer to warm the camcorder—the 
lens, exterior and tape compartment— 
with warm (not hot) air before going out- 


side. Condensation won’t form if the 
camcorder is warm. 

Outside, in direct sunlight, your prob- 
lems aren’t over. Sunlight can overheat 
the camcorder and could affect its taping 
capability. Thus, when it’s not in use, 
keep the camcorder out of direct sun- 
light. Store it in a light-colored camera 
case or wrap it in a white cloth. 


TOPSIDE VIDEO AT SEA 

Shooting topside video on live- 
aboards and small boats can be haz- 
ardous to your camcorder’s life. 
Looking back at dozens of trips, I’ve 
seen more camcorders damaged or ru- 
ined topside than underwater. The main 
Culprits are saltwater spray, wet hands 
and dripping hair. 

Don't take your camcorder out of its 
housing If there is a possibility of saltwa- 
ter soray. The spray may be from waves 
when on a small boat but is often caused 
by other divers. They plop their dripping 
cameras on the table, blow off water with 
an airhose, drip water from their wetsuits 
onto the camera table and store their so- 
das and coffee on the same table. If you 
wish to shoot topside video under these 
conditions, Keep the camcorder inside Its 
housing. Yes, the port may degrade the 
image but would you rather risk ruining 
your camcorder? 

Before opening the housing, rinse it in 
fresh water, dry it with a towel and get 
away from all sources of spray. Make 
sure you dry the latches because some 
may toss water droplets onto the cam- 
corder. Dry your face, hair and hands be- 
fore opening the housing and looking 
down at your camcorder. It only takes 
one drop of seawater in the wrong place 
to damage a camcorder. Lastly, look be- 
fore you act—decide exactly where you 
will put the camcorder before you re- 
move it from the housing. 

When not in use and stored outdoor, 
wrap your unhoused camcorder in a towel 
or place it inside an insulated carrying 
case to protect It from sun, excessive heat 
and spray. lf soray is present during use, 
wrap your camcorder with transparent 
cling-wrap. You can still operate most 
controls and the wrap will ward off water 
droplets. For extended topside use in wet 
conditions, consider a flexible EWA 
Marine housing to make your camcorder 
splash proof. (Pioneer Marketing and 
Research, 216 Haddon Avenue, West- 
mont, NJ 08108.) To sum up, an ounce of 
prevention is worth a pound of cure. 


THE OPTIMUM TIME OF DAY 

On clear, sunny days, high noon isn’t 
the best time to shoot topside video. 
Strong overhead sunlight creates harsh 
lighting. It accentuates dark shadows in 
eye sockets, beneath chins and causes 
subjects to squint. Skin blemishes and 



















% Dn. 


iAJUN Gt CLAN 
\ | ' 1O N Open Mon-Fri 9am-7pm 


124 West 24th Street, New York, N.Y. 10011 Sat. 10am-6pm 
Tel: (212) 463-7663 » Fax (212) 463-7143 


CALL FOR FREE CATALOG o : 
Amphibico Oq@ SONY" 
DIVE BUDDY | VPK-TRB 


Electronic soft push buttons located ors MPK-TRB is compatible with all 
the right handle control zoom, power | 
on-off, auto focus on-off, and TR & FX Handycams 

¢ Lightweight 


record/standy:LED’s indicate that you : 
are recording or that mositure has e Electronic Controls 
¢ Start/Stop Rec 


seeped inside the housing. External 
¢ Depth Rated to 246ft. 


mic extends from the front. 
BENTLEY MARINE 


Specially formulated polyurethane meets all 
the demands of the most rugged conditions 
eClear Plexiglass Back 
eFolding Handles 
e4.2amp/hr. Battery 
eWide Angle Lens 
eDepth Rated to 250ft. 
For all FX/TR Series 
and equivalents 






















DIVE BUDDY E 


Aluminum marine housing for Canon 
camcorders: an 
¢ Operating depth 330’(100m' 4 

e Ext. amphibious mic 

e Extra wide quality optics 

e Full zoom capability 

e Electronic Moisture sensor 
e Neutrally buoyant seawater 


VH-1000 3ccp Digital 


amphibicam Aluminum Housings 


unique designed for professional use a ‘ KOK) [PIeVLOE] 





e Full camera functions 
e Excellent balance 

e Vacuum sealed 

¢ Built-in color correction 





Nexus 


: ‘ 801/601D 
ikelite . ¢ Shutter Speed Select Knob 
a ‘ e Focus Zoom Knob 

e Pressure Relief Cap 

e Exposure Compensation 
e TTL Sync Socket 









Clear housing to assure the 
system is safe by providing 
instant visual inspection. 

e Mechanical Controls 

e Start/Stop recording 

e Zoom control 

e 200’Depth rating 


Designed for the exclusive use of the 
Nikon N8008 and N6006 cameras 


Nexus 


F4 

e Shutter Speed Select K 
e Focus Zoom Knob 

e Pressure Relief Cap 

e Exposure Compensation 





AQUA VISION SYSTEM _ nie 


AVS 80 


VIDEO SYSTEM 
e Depth Rating: 330’ 
¢ Cast aluminum body is fully black 
anodized to military specifications with 
exterior finish of premium iron enamel 





¢ Electromagnietic Start/Stop Rec ¢ TTL Sync Socket 
e Built in mosisture alarm 
¢ Built to military specifications Designed for the exclusive use 


| | 4 
First computerized Underwater of the Nikon F4 camera 


Housing for Nikon N90/N90s 
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> GEAR BAG 


IT IS THE LITTLE THINGS THAT MAKE DIVING EVEN MORE FUN! 








Robert L. 


Straight "= 


H-O UL St. Seen 


Catalog $3.00 

Exclusive marine jewelry in gold and 
IN AMO MRA ROA AC MMA Clliiamslauiis 
Robert L. Straight. (713) 643-4051 
SZ SC hod fo] 4.4 AVaa D) Oa (©) 01-1 Ke) 0m DG OM 





























FREE EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 
CALL THE NIKONOS PROFESSIONAL! 


This HOTLINE is just for you, staffed 10 AM-9PM 
(Central Time) Monday thru Friday, to answer any Nikonos 
questions or to help you and your Nikonos out of an 
EMERGENCY. Just call us from anywhere in the world. 
Our assistance is always FREE... 


Bob Warkentin’s 
SOUTHERN NIKONOS 
SERVICE CENTER, INC. 
: 9459 Kempwood 
Houston, Texas 77080 
(713) 462-5436 
Fax: (713) 462-5449 











Goal #1 “human mistake” Education 


Nikonos Workshop articles returned with your equipment 
to explain (& try to prevent) your “human mistakes” 
(Whether you want it or not) 


Goal #2 Equipment Servicing 
e SOUTHERN NIKONOS services & repairs ALL Nikonos 
Products (old or new). Nothing else! * Over 200,000 Nikonos 
parts in inventory to provide a 2-3 work day turn-around. © 
All replaced parts are returned as “trophies” of your mistakes 
for your “education”. (Whether you want them or not) 


Your Nikonos ain’t just a land camera, it’s DIVE EQUIPMENT! 
So remember, “When it’s time to service your regulator, 
it’s time to service your Nikonos!!” 
The International Service World of 


——— SQUTHERN NIKONOS — 
We're as close as your post office. 
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OCITIZEN 
AQUALAND DUPLEX 























* Underwater Depth * Rapid Ascent 
Display Down to Warning Signal 
260 Feet * Extendible Clasp 

« Second Display for Use With or 
for Water 


Temperature, 
Maximum 

Depth, 
Dive Time “<\ Qa Yer 











‘* Screw-Down 













* 4-Dive Memory Crown 
of Important ¢ 200 Meter 
Dive Data Water- 

« Auto-Start Dive Mode Resistant 


aN 





MSRP $595. Limited time offer. 


Little Swiss Watch Shop 
We carry a wide selection of U/W Watches. 
Sales — Service — Rental 


i 
As PROMASTER 






© AD/SD 1996 


Zodiac 
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“the seat belt of diving” 


“Gur continuing 
commitment to safety > 
demands that all rental 
regulators aboard our 
vessels be fitted with 
the Dive-Alert! Iam 
confident in my con- 
viction to personally 
endorse this product. 
Dive-Alert is the seat 
belt of diving.” 








Peter A. Hughes 


President, Peter Hughes Diving, Inc. 


U.S. and foreign patents 
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VIDEO COURSE 


wrinkles are accentuated and faces ap- 
pear haggard. 

The best ambient light is in the morn- 
ing or afternoon, when the sun is at an 
angle of 45 degrees or less. The lower 
angle softens shadow areas. For best 
results, keep the sun to your back. 

In bright sunlight, the contrast between 
sunlit and shaded areas can cause prob- 
lems. Why? The camcorder can’t record 
a brightness range as wide as your eye 
can see. For example, Suppose your sub- 
ject is sitting in the shade but her face is in 
the sun. The automatic exposure control 
may expose for the darker torso and 
overexpose the face. Conversely, if your 
subject is sitting under the canopy of a 
dive boat, the automatic exposure control 
may respond to the bright background 
and overexpose your subject’s face. 

There are three solutions to these 
problems: 

1. Place your subject either totally in 
the sun or totally in the shade. 

2. Use the manual iris override to in- 
crease exposure when subjects are 
backlit or silhouetted against bright 
backgrounds. (Some camcorders have 
a special control for backlit subjects.) 

3. Use a reflector to bounce some fill 
light into the shadow side of the subject. 


OVERCAST CAN HELP 

Contrary to what many beginning 
videographers believe, you can often 
shoot better topside video on bright but 
overcast days. The overcast scatters the 
sun’s rays and provides diffused lighting. 
This reduces the brightness range of 
light and dark subject areas, allowing 
your camcorder to record both light and 
dark areas more realistically. People look 
better when illuminated with soft, dif- 
fused light. They don’t squint and don’t 
have harsh shadows in their eye sockets 
and under their chins. 


STEADYING THE CAMCORDER 

When shooting topside scenic views, 
a tripod (or other mechanical aid) is one 
way to steady your camcorder. (On long 
trios, when weight is important, | usually 
bring an inexpensive tripod that | can 
leave behind if necessary.) Resting the 
camcorder on a solid object, such as a 
railing, is another popular technique. 

You can use a %-20 bolt, washer and a 
piece of cord to make an improvised 
steadying device. Use the bolt and washer 
to attach one end of the cord to the cam- 
corder’s tripod socket. Then, step firmly 
on one end of the string as you lift up on 
the camcorder. You'll be surprised at how 
well this simple steadying method works. 

When hand holding without a steady- 











ing aid, lean against a wall or brace your 
elbows on a table or railing. When stand- 
ing, try the Kai Chi stance—knees bent, 
feet about 18 inches apart, toes pointed 
slightly inward and elbows in. 


A FEW SPECIAL TIPS 

The following tips will make your top- 
side videomaking easier and will lead to 
better video movies: 

1. When using manual focus, focus 
with the lens set for teleohoto, then zoom 
back to the desired image size. The lens 
will now be at optimum focus at any set- 





Special lighting considerations come in- 
to play when shooting indoor (above) 
and outside in bright sunlight (below). 





ting, from telephoto to wide-angle. 

2. To blur the background, select a high 
numbered shutter soeed, such as 1/500 
or 1/1000. This reduces depth of field. 

3. To sharpen both the foreground 
and background, select a low-numbered 
shutter soeed, such as 1/60, use the 
widest angle possible and manually fo- 
Cus just past the near subject. 

4. Automatic white balance works in 
most situations. However, you can select 
sunlight white balance for sunlight shoot- 
ing or the indoor setting for artificial lighting. 

5. Start the topside sequences with a 
wide-angle shot to establish location. 
Shooting divers boarding a boat, for ex- 
ample, gives viewers a feeling for the 
overall scene, the weather and intro- 
duces some of your cast of characters. 

6. When shooting interior shots, use 
indoor white balance, keep bright win- 
dows behind you, turn on overhead 
lights and use a video light for fill. 

7. Don’t cut people off at natural joints 


(eloows, knees, etc.) when you frame 
them in medium shots. Cutting between 
joints—such as between elbows and 
shoulders—appears more natural. 

8. Give subjects headroom, looking 
space and walking space. Put some 
space between the top of the subject's 
head and the top of the picture. If the 
subject is looking at something out of the 
picture, put more space in front of the 
subject’s face than behind the head. If 
the subject is walking, put more space in 
front of the subject than behind. 

9. To pan smoothly, move the cam- 


42 West 18th Street © New York, NY 10011 


ORDER DEPT. MON.-THURS. 9-9:30, FRI. 9-1:45, SUN. 9:30-6 PM EST. 
CUSTOMER RELATIONS (212) 741-0466 Mon -Thurs. 9-7pm Sun. 11-2pm EST 


Nikonos RS-Call 
RS LENSES AND ACCESSORIES 
New 13/2.8 Fisheye Call 
28/2.8 Call 50/2.8 Call 
eae) re SB-104 Call 
SET Nelly ail a rorae Sports Pack Series Call 


9 
O Ring RS14.95 Dbl. Cord 155, HVL-80DA Video Light —_Call 


N] KO N O S-V We carry all current 8mm, VHS, 


Nikonos V 

Nikonos V w/35/2.5 
Aqua Lens f/Nikon 

15/2.8 UW 1499, 28/3.5 UW 
20/2.8UW 709. 35/2.5UW 
80/4 UW 

28mm UW Finder 

35 & 80mm UW Finder 
DF-10 Finder for 80mm 

(Above Water) 

DF-11 299.95 DF-12 
SB 105 Complete 

SB 105 Flash Head 
TTL Sync Cord (Repl) 

Arm Joint (Repl) 

(SU101) Sensor Unit f/SB102 
Double TTL Sync Cord 
Open water sync cord 

set double 329.95 
Double Bracket 159.95 
Dbi Bracket Set f/SB105/3/2 329.95 
Ext Arm Set f/SB105/3/2 149.95 
Close-Up Kit w/o case 209.95 
Lens Hood & Filter Holder 7.95 
Original Nikonos Case 54.95 
O-Ring Set 10.95 

ACCS. for NIKONOS 

Ikelite Ext Tube Set 104.95 
Ikelite Optical Viewfinder 119.95 
TECHNICAL LIGHTING ARMS 


and Accessories f/Nikonos Call 


UW SLAVE 

Morris UW Slave Flash 59.95 
SEA & SEA NIKONOS ACCS 
12/3.5 Fisheye (167°) Call 
Finder for 12mm Fisheye Call 
15/3.5 Call 20/3.5 wicase Call 
16/5.6 Conversion Lens Call 
High eyepoint Viewfinder Call Substrobe-S Pkg. #39387 109.95 
Optical Viewfinder Call Substrobe-S with Nelson Cord 

YesO TIL wiArm & Tray Call Pkg. #39388 169.95 
YS120 TTL Strobe Call Substrobe-S with Nelson Cord 


YS300 TTL Strobe Call _Pkg. #40388 129.95 
Ext Tubes Call Substrobe-S #4038 79.95 


AQUATIGA ©... Ste 


vu N ODO € re Wia T t ® 
Disiributed by Nikan inc. STROMM ONE HOUSING 
New Aquatica f/N90 Elec. Call 


Aquatica f/Nikon F4 1299.95 
New Aluminum Housing. 


SONY 


MARINE VIDEO PACKS 
MPK-TRA-2 Housing Call 
New MPK-TRB-Marine Pack Call 


Please Call For Prices 


SEAcSEA 


MX-100 
Motor Marine MX-10 Call 
MX-10 w/external flash Kit Call 
20mm Converter Lens f/MX-10 Call 
Macro Lens f/MX-10 Call 
UW Filter f/200mm Lens 74.95 


ono *s) 
@® ¢€ | 
ase | 
se. ___ J 


| 
Gs 
New MOTOR MARINE II/EX 
w/TT& Flash capability, DX Coding, 
1/125 sync, Power winder = Call 
Motor Marine II EX Kit 
with YS50 TTL flash Call 
UR-Pro UW Filter f/MM 1144.95 
16mm Conv. lens Call 
20mm Conv. lens Call Macro lens (1:3)Call 
Macro lens (1:2)Call Lens Caddy Call 
YS-50 TTL-Il Kit Call 
YS-20 Flash Call 
Sea Arm 2 Long #2700 = =104.95 
Bulk Head Conn. f/MM-I 9.95 
SX-1000 
Camera w/UW Housing Kit- Call 
UW Housings 
NX-50 Housing f/Nikon N50 Call 
NX-500 Hsng. f/Canon Rebel Call 
CLOSE-OUT SPECIALS 
Sea&Sea YS5OM 259.95 
Ikelite 


89.95 
184.95 
Cal 


159.95 


Nikon N90/8008, Canon EOS, 
Maxxum. Comes with Nikonos TTL 
strobe Connector Call 


TIFFEN 
UW FILTERS 


UW 0'-2' & 2'-7' Strobe Filter 9.95 


PROFESSIONALLY PRODUCED INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEO TAPES 
Approved by NIKON 


Advanced UW Macro 
Photography #VIAUPM 24.95 
CATHY CHURCH: Photo Clinic 
Instructional video explains the Cathy 
Church Technique of under water pho- 
tography. Find out how to get brilliant 
blues and vibrant colors. 
54 minutes #VICCPC 
Special Purchase 


for most Sony TR Cameras Call 





UW COLOR CORRECTION FILTERS 
IN STOCK 








Basic UW Photography with a 
Nikonos V 
Complete, step by step instruction from 
assembly and testing of the system to 
achieving great results underwater right 
away. #VIBUP 24.95 
Advanced UW Wide Angle 
Photography with Nikonos 
#VIAUPW 29.95 19.95 


SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS 


We now accept Discover Card. Personal checks welcome, will ship without delay. Name must be imprinted on check, also include address, 
phone, and a copy of major credit card or driver's license for reference. Shipping, handling and insurance additional. 14 day money back 
guarantee less shipping, with packing and blank warranty card, except film and paper. We ship UPS. Some items special order. All orders are 
subject to acceptance and verification. Products in this ad are supplied with USA or Adorama's own exclusive warranty at Adorama's option. 
Copies are available upon written request. Products not accompanied by manufacturer's warranty are not eligible for rebates offered by 
manufacturer D.C.A. Second hand dealer's license #802862. NYCDCA# 898591 Not responsible for typographical errors. Pictures are for illus- 


tration purposes only and may not be exact. 


VHS-C and VHS-Super camcorders. 


¢ Features: finger tip control of your 


corder slowly. Aim the camcorder at the 
point at which you wish to end the pan. 
Then, turning from the waist, “wind up” 
your upper body to the point where you 
wish to begin the pan. During the pan, let 
your body “unwind.” The result will be a 
smooth pan. 

10. Save zooming for special shots, 
otherwise, it will lose its effect. In most 
cases, it’s best to stop the camera, 
change image size and camera angle 
and then start shooting again. 

11. Go for the action! Don’t shoot 
long, boring scenes just to fill tape; if it’s 


AMIPRIBIGCGO 
a. DIVE 
oe BUDDY 
SS SERIES 


Pe gui 


ewa-marine 


New Sealite 35 VW 
Camera Outfit 89.95 


MASTER SERIES 
UA up to 210mm lens 169.95 
UAX same as UA w/flash 184.95 
U-IS for Olympus IS 159.95 
U-FX Zoom & Flash 130.95 
U-FGM Side Flash 79.95 
U-AM Autofocus 29.95 
U-AMZ Autofocus Zoom 59.95 
Moisture Muncher 4.95 
Hurricane Hood 59.95 


UW VIDEO HOUSINGS 
VST f/Sony TRS 209.95 
VPL f/Sony FX 214.95 
VCMG f/Canon E708 169.95 
VCA f/Canon A1 99.95 
VP f/Panasonic PV40 29.95 
VML f/Canon ES82000 149.95 
Video Cape Large 59.95 
flother models Call for Price 

ACCU-GEAR 


Housing for Sony TR-Series 
Camcorders Call 


PELICAN 


ORDER TOLL FREE 


800-888-4939 


US and CANADA 
Fax #212-463-7223 


ORDERS & INFO 


(212) 741-0052 


CANON 
Sure Shot A1 UAW Call 
NEW CANON UW HOUSINGS 
CE-O5 Housing for A2/A2E — Call 
CE-O5 Housing for Rebel X/XS Call 


iL:Site 


AQUA SHOT II 
Accepts flash & Non Flash 
54” 


disposable 
Kodak & Fuji cameras 
AQUASHOT II OUTFIT 
Aquashot II Kit includes: 
Aquashot Il, Macro Kit, 


Case and 
Substrobe AQ/S 219° 


CAMERA HOUSINGS 
f/Nikon N8008/N90/6006 469.95 
f/Nikon N70 469.95 
f/Canon EOS RebelX/XS 469.95 
f/Canon EOS A2/A2E 469.95 


VIDEO HOUSINGS 
INCLUDES VIDEO/SUPER EYE, 

TOP HANDLE & WIDE ANGLE LENS 
f/Sony TR101 (Aluminum) 399.95 
fiother Sony & JVC Housings Call 
45 w/30 min Video Lite 214.95 
Pro Video Light Lead Acid 29.95 
Pro Dual Batt. Pack NiCad 49.95 


UW STROBES Waterproof, Unbreakable 
sue oN ati pert #500 Guard Box with foam 13.95 
ew Substrobe : I STD ith 
Substrobe Al 309.00 Diviensigns Version pividers 
NEW Substrobe Ai/N 309.00 Tae ee eat ne = 
(9.2 X/.9X A - 
SUP ros et 99-95 41400 -(12.3 x9.3x5.3") 53.50 72.95 
Substrobe 150 w/Nicad 509.95 E 
: #1450 -(15 x10.5x6") 68.95 84.95 
Substrobe 225 Nicad 499.95 F 
Nauy Sebernobe 300 629.95 #1500 -(18 x11.7x6.5")79.95 99.95 
Substrobe 300 w/Nicad 619.95 #1520 -(18 x13x6.75") 85.95 114.95 


New Substrobe 400 wINC 729.95 yevey lag) can Mave Hag 80.08 
Remote TTL Slave 149.95 ; : : 


note I #1600 -(22x17x8") 118.95 146.95 
aa ane ; youee #1650 -(28x18x10.5")129.95 189.95 


New Macro Mount 64.95 Ty EA K I N G 


New Macro Arm 189.95 made by UNDERWATER KINETICS 
NEW SUBSTROBE WATERTIGHT CASES 


Inner Foam with 
OUTFITS Dimensions Version Dividers 
Consists of choice of 613 13x9x6" 59.95 _ 
UW Strobe, 518 18x13x5" 79.95 99.95 
New Tray & 716 17x10x7" 69.95 89.95 
Handle Rapid 718 18x13x7" 79.95 104.95 
Advance, 821 21x13x8" 94.95 144.95 
New Quick Grip, 822 21x18x8" 149.95 199.95 
Nikonos TTL 827 27x18x8" 179.95 239.95 
Sync Cord & 


Pelican Case Seal- Tight 


: Waterproof Cases 
#394652 #150 Kit Large (18x12x7.5") 59.95 
#394646/47 Ai/Ain Kit 499.95 X-Large (19x15x9") 69.95 
#394657 #300 Kit 879.95 
#394643 #50 Kit w/C-Light, 
Bracket & Srobe Arm Il 364.95 


DIVING LIGHTS 
Sata-Lite Straight Cord 36.95 
Sata-Lite Coiled Cord 41.95 
Mini C Mark 45,00 
R.C.D. 37.95 
Mini C Halogen w/Batts 23.95 
Maxi C Halogen w/Batts 32.95 
Modular H Lite 29.95 
Modular Supe: Lite 149.95 
Other Ikelite Accs Call 


709.95 


SLIDE FILM 
35mm with 
Film ASA 24 proc. 
(25) 4.25 7.64 
(64) 4.25 7.64 
(50) 4.25 7.64 
(100) 3.79 7.18 
(200) 4.99 8.38 
(200) 5.09 9.48 
(400) 5.89 9.28 
FUJICHROME 
wio Proc. wiProc. 
10036 3.19 7.28 
Sensia 200 36 «63.19 ~=— 8.08 
Sensia 40036 5.79 9.08 
Velvia 6.09 9.38 
Ask us about our 
Great Saving Film Specials 


Sensia 


Prices effective till June 3, 1996 
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VIDEO COURSE 


boring to shoot, it will be twice as boring 
to watch. 

12. Keep scenes short. Three to sev- 
en seconds is usually enough. Three five 
second scenes, shot end to end, are 
more interesting to view than one long 
15 second scene. 

13. Change camera angle, image size 
or both each time you shoot anew 
scene, however long or short. 


CONCLUSIONS 

Topside video can be harder than un- 
derwater video. You must protect your 
camcorder from sun, salt spray and 
dust. Holding the camcorder steady is 
often harder. While you may have larger 
movements underwater, smaller move- 
ments (Shaking hands, trembling fin- 
gers) are reduced by water resistance 
on the outer housing surfaces. One last 
tip: Place an inexpensive UV or skylight 
filter over your camcorder lens. The filter 
acts as a shield against dust, dirt and 
fingerprints. = 


UNEXSO SHARK 
FEEDER AND BEHAVIOR 
SPECIALTY COURSE 


Over the years, guests have watched 
in awe as the highly trained UNEXSO 
(Underwater Explorers Society) Shark 
Team invited two dozen sharp toothed 
predators to lunch. Thousands of divers 
have safely witnessed the intense activi- 
ty. Now, guests will have the opportuni- 
ty to join UNEXSO’s Shark Team by 
completing SharkLab: a Shark Feeder 
and Behavior Specialty Course. This 
new course will begin in the spring. 

Ollie Ferguson, vice president of Dive 
Operations at UNEXSO, says, “Safety 
is, of course, Our nUMber One Concern. 
We want participants in SharkLab to 
gain a better understanding and appre- 
ciation of these magnificent creatures. 
This carefully designed, multi-day diving 
and educational program gives partici- 
pants the chance to handfeed the 
sharks at Shark Junction in a controlled 
environment.” 

A graduate of SharkLab becomes a 
member of UNEXSO’s Shark Team and 
will be presented with a course certifi- 
cate, photo and video of the shark feed- 
ing experience. 

For more information on UNEXSO or 
SharkLab, contact UNEXSO at (954) 
351-9889, (800) 992-DIVE or fax (954) 
351-9740; e-mail 102006.3215@com- 
puserve.com. = 
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BERNIE CAMPOLI 
RECOGNIZED FOR 
PROFESSIONAL 
EXCELLENCE 


Bernie Campoli, a long-time member 
of the Fraternal Order UDT-SEAL Asso- 
ciation and charter member of the 
Northwest Florida Chapter, received 
special recognition for distinguished 
professional service at an awards cere- 
mony held last year. 

Bernie is along-time employee of 
(Naval) Coastal System Station (CSS), 
Panama City, FL, where he serves as 
key support photographer in many test 
and evaluation projects and exercises. 
He was commended for underwater 
cinema and photographic support for 
the SDV and Dry Deck Shelter Pro- 
grams. Bernie has logged more dives 
than he can remember in support of 
those and other Naval Special Warfare 
(NSW) programs. He has conducted 
more than 70 submarine lockouts Sup- 
porting NSW submersible operations. 

Bernie was also awarded a Twenty- 
five Year Federal Service Pin. In 1963 he 
came to Panama City as a U.S. Navy 
ohotographer/diver to take part in the 
testing of the MK VI UBA. In 1964 he be- 
came a plank owner of special project 
Sealab. He went on to Bermuda to dive 
on and shoot the Navy’s first man-in- 
the-sea film (Sealab !). In 1974, after 
earning a bachelor of arts degree in 
photography from Brooks Institute, 
Bernie returned to Panama City as a 
civilian employee in the CSS photo lab. 
In addition to his work at CSS, Bernie 
has also shot underwater photography 
for the State of Florida on a Manatee 
program and for the Smithsonian 
Institution on a coral reef project. => 


NASE NITROX SAFEAIR 


PROGRAMS 

NASE now has Nitrox SafeAir Pro- 
grams. The programs went online last 
October 10. Those who dive between 
30 and 130 feet will benefit from Nitrox 
SafeAir the most. 

Gene Broome has been appointed 
NASE’s nitrox and technical training di- 
rector. He brings many years of experi- 
ence in the dive industry with him. He 
has implemented programs in the use of 
SafeAir, EAN service technician, gas 
blending and instructor programs. 

For more information on the Nitrox 
SafeAir Programs please contact Gene 
Broome at (800) 819-4042 or fax (904) 
935-3252. Mail inquiries may be directed 
to NASE Nitrox Technical Training 
Director, P.O. Box 822, Branford, Florida 
32008. = 


The Professional's Source. 


212 444-6649 
VV CAVA Wen 1010) 


> & 
PHOTO-VIDEO 


gin aca 


ACCESSORIES FOR NIKONOS 
Ikelite Optical Viewfinder #5002 ..119.95 
Ikelite Ext. Tube Set #4090.03..99.95 

SEA & SEA 
NEW! 12/3.5 Fisheye 
NEW! Viewfinder for above 
15/825 ®t CALL 20/3.5........ CALL 
16mm Conversion Lens f/ 35mm.....CALL 


Non @)ce(-1en Ge) Ko)|Maa-- 


1-800-947- 7979 
= 


119 West 17TH STREET © New York, NEw York 10011 
ewa-marine 


PIONEER 
CK.Liyz 


35mm Automatic Dive ls 


¢ Fully Automatic 
f/U/W or Land 


Nikonos RS AF SLR 
13/2.8 R-UW AF Fisheye 


UW TTL Twin Sync Cord 
*Nikonos V Body 
*Nikonos V with 35/2.5.......... 744. 95 
ph Nikonos Case..............c00 49.95 
..1499.95 20/2.8 ......709.95 
379.95 


Sync Cord #10208... 89.95 


SEA KING 


w/Foam w/Divider 
SK 518 (18.5x14.5x5.7) .84.95 

SK 613 (14x10.6x6.5) ....64.95 _ 
SK 716 (17.5x11.6x7) ....84.95 109.95 
SK 718 (18.5x14.5x7. 2)* 84.95 119.95 
SK 821 (21.5x14.5x9) *109.95 164.95 
SK a (22.5x19.6x9) ..164.95 229.95 
SK 209.95 289.95 

*ivailabie i in black, grey, yellow 

*Black Only, Other Colors Call 


DOSKOCIL 
WATERTIGHT CASES 
Seal Tight Lg 174x12x7%.......... 59.95 
Seal Tight Ex Lg 18/4x14%4 x8%........69.95 
Available in Gray or Black 


High Eyepoint Sd 

£/15, 16, 20m 
Optical Finder for 15 17, 20mm... CALL 

EXTENSION TUBES W/FRAMER 
35mm 1:1...CALL 35mm 1:2...CALL 
35mm 1:3...CALL 28mm 1:2...CALL 
YS-50 TTL w/arm & tray 
New! YS-300 TTL 

SCUBA VIDEO TAPES 
Cathy Church Instructuctional ..29.95 
Basic Introduction Using Nikonos V..24.95 
Advance Course Using W.A. Lenses .29.95 
Advance Course Using Macro & Closeup .29.95 
WORLD OF J. COUSTEAU 

Pioneer of the Sea... 24.95 
Dragons of the Galapagos ........ 19.95 


Ciena 


¢ Motor Driven Film Advance 


* Operational to 60 ft. depth 
$99.95 


NEW! Reefmaster 


Distributed by Nikon Inc. 


We are a 


Optical Viewfinder #50140 CALL 
High Eyepoint Finder #$0150 ...CALL 
Macro Lens 1.3 .CALL Macro Lens 1.2..CALL 
YS-50 TTL-II Flash Kit CALL 

NEW! Complete Guide to Sea & Sea.22.95 


PELICAN 


Black/Silver/Orange or Yellow 
Inside Dimensions w/foam Dividers 
1200 (9%x7%x4%) 32.50 — 
1300 (9%4x7%4x6%) 36.50 — 
1400 (12%x9%x5%) 55.50 80.50 
1450 (15x10%x6) 71.50 94.50 
1500 (17x11%x6%) 89.50 108.50 
1520 (18x12%x6%) 98.50 126.50 
1550 (19x14x7%) 104.50 143.50 
1600 (22x17x8) 124.50 163.50 
1650 (29x21x11) 144.50 189.95 
1750 (50%x13%x5) 163.50 — 


For Mo 


FLASHES 
4043 Substrobe 50 
4046 Substrobe Ai 
4047 Substrobe Ai/n 
NEW! 4062 Substrobe 200 
4050 Substrobe 150 Nicad 
NEW! 4058 Substrobe 400 
Substrobe 300 Nicad 

COMPASSES 





2. 
¢ U/W Color Correction Flash (Qs 75 


Operational to 164 ft. 199.00 


FULL STOCK Dealer! 


Aqlashotallt.. 2-aheect sates 54.95 


2500 PRO Compass Wrist.......... 
2600 PRO-S Compass Wrist....... 


SINGH-RAY UNDERWATER FILTERS 
52mm..29.95 58mm..34.95 3x3mm 94.95 


Beh, 29.95 
ea 42.95 


UA Housing 
UA-X Housing 
U-F Camera and Winder 
UF-X Camera w/small Zoom 
& Shoe Flash 
UFX-P Camera w/Motor Drive & Flash..119.95 
U-FPN Camera w/large Motor 
& Lens (72mm) Dia 
U-FZL Camera w/Long Zoom 
U-MM Compact Auto Focus Camera ......64.95 
MUNniCAane HOGG = see saves. ces... oe 59.95 
U-VVL For Sharp Viewcam 
U-VST For Sony TR5y'6;.7%.2./....08 209.95 
U-VML For JVC compact 
U-VPL For Sony FX-700 Series 
Price includes camera adapter rings 


STROBE PACKAGES fot NIKONOS 
NEW! 3943.43 Substrobe 50” Kit ..314.95 
NEW! 3946.43 Substrobe 50” Kit .369.00 


3946.52 150 Nicad Kit 
3946.57 Substrobe 300 Kit 

VIDEO HOUSINGS 
For Sony TR-Series (Specify) 
For Sony FX Series (Specify) 
For Sony VX-3 

DIVE LIGHTS 

RGD Halegene 3. semiotic cscert ec 39.95 
Mini C-Light Halogen (Spec.Color)....23.95 
Modular Super Light (nicad) 
Modular Video Lite (nicad) 
Modular Video Lite 45 (nicad) 
4052 Charger for Nicad Lites............. 36.95 


Minimum Shipping USA (Except AK & HI) $7.00 up to 3 Ibs. Add 60¢ for each additional Ib. For ins. add 40¢ per $100. Prices valid thru JUNE 19, subject to supplier prices. ©1996 B&H Photo-Video. Not responsible for typographical errors 
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Best 
Price Cervice 


45% Off 


e Tusa © Sherwood @ U.S. Divers © Scuba Pro 
© Mares @ Dacor @ Oceanic « Oceanmaster 


On Sale 


MASK, FINS 
& SNORKELS 


COMPUTER 


& GAUGES 
e Aladin @ Orca 
e Sherwood @ U.S. Divers 


wi sports ™ Le 


1-800-290-5622 


Tel: 7 BI ge A287, 


5104.12th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY.11219 


Best Wf ALADIN DIVE COMPUTER 


State Of The Art 


¢ Altitude © Temp @ Interval Time 

© Max Depth © Bottom Time 

© No Fly © Log Book 

Surface Interval © Deco Time, Etc. 
© NO Decompression ¢ Illuminated Disp. 
© Self Diagnostic Mode 

© Functional Dep. 250 Ft. 

© Auto Altitude 10,000 Ft. 


e Tusa @ Oceanic @ Citizen ¢ Beuchat 


BC’S ¢ Sherwood 
e Tusa @ U.S. Divers 


On Sale 


e Seaquest Dacor ¢ Mares e IDI 


REGULATORS 
e Sherwood 


3 MM Wet Suit 


On Sale 


e U.S. Divers © Mares © Tusa @ Beuchat © Dacor 


ORDER OUR LATEST CATALOG, CALL OR 
WRITE YOUR NAME & ADDRESS TO US 


Call 


6.5 Wet Suit (Plush, Padded, Dbl. Stitched, etc.) 142.95 


Polartec Suite (Available in all colors) 
Lycra Skins 

Tusa Imprex boot - 5mm 
Neoprene Boots - 5mm w/Zipper 
Neoprene Glove - 5mm w/Velcro 
Warm Water Glove 

Octopus w/Long Hose 
Sherwood Oct. 

Sherwood Minimus 

Tusa Knives 800, 840 

Wenoka Comfort Z-Lock Knife 


Wenoka Mini Z-lock Knife 
Wenoka Micro Mini Knife 
Wenoka B.C Knife 

Scuba Back Pack (2 front pockets) 
Duffle Bag Large 

Mesh Bag Large 

Regulator Bag 

Snorkel Bag 

Padded Console Cover 

Wenoka Pro Exce/Wheels 


SPECIAL DISCOUNTS 
FOR INSTRUCTORS 


Best Prices On: 


eSHERWOOD ¢TUSA 
e U.S. DIVERS * SCUBA PRO 
e MARES e CRESSI 
e DACOR e OCEANIC 
eBEUCHAT ¢SEAQUEST 
¢ IKELITE eDIVERITE | 
e|.D.1. 
° ETC. 


SCUBA PACKAGE #101B 


B.C. your choice: Tusa, Sherwood 

Seaquest, Etc. - Bladerless, Back Pack 

Padded, Dual Bands, Low Profile to reduce 

Drag, 2 Lg. Pckts w/Drain, Balanced Power 
hm — Inflator, Snug Fit 

Regulator your choice: Sherwood, 

Tusa, Mares, Dacor - High Pertormance, 

Lightweight, Easy Breathing, No Resistance. 

Console pu 5000 PSI, Depth w/MDI 

Temperature 
Octopus lightweight & Long Hose 


Regulator Bag 
Ikelite Light 


ONLY 


[474° 


Save A Dive Kit @ Divers Knife 


Wenoka Super Pack/Wheels 69.95 
Dive Alert 44.95 
Snorkel Vest 34.95 
Mares Flatbrass Call 
Oceanic Triple Gauge 139.95 
Suunto Compass SK6 43.50 
Ikelite Pro S Compass Call 
Sherwood Pressure Gauge 54.95 
Sherwood Dbl. Gauge Call 
Sherwood Cmpass Module 34.95 
UNDERWATER VEHICLE CALL 


DIVE U.W. Kinetics Cail 
i Call 


Ikelite 
LIGHTS Princeton Tect Call 





MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
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An Elusive Fish School Leads a 
Photographer into the Deadly 
Depths of Narcosis! 


aving dived Ras Muhammad's BY MIKE HURLEY the end. The pressure at this depth had 
Shark Reef while visiting the Red long since overcome my neutral buoyan- 

irst ti cy and | was sinking fast. 
nS ie see isos aera The Code of the te long blast Secs inflator and | as- 
first dive compared the colors and variety Responsible Diver cended to my buddy at 70 feet in what 


of the reef to a carnival, with abundant 
sealife and vast schools of Barracuda 
and snappers in the water column. 
Schooling fish constantly circle this pin- 
nacle, which rises from the ocean floor 


As a Responsible Diver, 
Tunderstand and assume the 


seemed like seconds. | rationalized, in my 
extremely frightened, yet calm, state of 
mind, that !’d rather be bent than lost to 
the depths. | was breathing very heavi- 
ly—my body was pulsating, pounding. | 


some 2,400 feet below. | knew | would risks | may encounter thought to myself, relax, breathe, relax. 
have only one chance to dive this site and while divin After some time at the shallower depth, 
was determined to get Some good im- g. my breathing slowed and my head start- 


ages. | was as ready as | could possibly 
be when the dinghy dropped us at the 
perfect point to descend directly on top 
of the best part of the reef. 

But this time the wall didn’t seem as 
colorful. The soft corals were deflated 
and dull and the visibility was only 50 feet. 
Colorful pictures of the wall would be dif- 
ficult at best. 

Descending to around 70 feet, | saw a 
school of snappers out away from the 
wall and below me. | swam beyond sight 
of the pinnacle and descended into the 
blue to get a shot from below. As | 


Responsible Diving begins with: — 


e Diving within the limits of 
my ability andtraining. — 

¢ Evaluating the conditions 
before every dive and 
making sure they fit my 
personal capabilities. 

e Being familiar with and 


ed to clear. When | finally checked all the 
Statistics on my dive computer, | found 
that total bottom time at this point was 
seven minutes. 

We continued the dive at around 40 
feet with no problems. AS we swam 
around acorner, there was another 
school of snappers, larger in number and 
with much larger individuals. | swam in 
for some shots and, within a few min- 
utes, from behind us, the schooling 
Barracuda also arrived. 

Having been lucky enough to survive, 
the education | got was critical. |’ll sum it 


swam, the snappers started to descend. checking My equipment ul so you don’t have to suffer the same 
| finally got below them and they leveled , faas hard-earned lessons. 

out, or sol thought. | had shot a few hefore and during No image Is worth dying for, So pay at- 
frames when a school of Barracuda every dive. tention to your depth gauge and air. 


started to circle above with the sun in the 
center of the living ring. Firing away— 
Barracuda to my left, snappers to my 
right—| was getting shots | had previous- 
ly only dreamed of getting! 1 

Suddenly, | started feeling dizzy. My eA 
dive buddy, Jo, was far above. | could 
feel my whole body start to pulsate. | real- 
ized things were seriously wrong. | 
looked at my depth gauge and panic be- 
gan to set in as | realized how deep | 
was—190 feet! | was so overcome with 
nitrogen narcosis | could hardly react. 
Movement became difficult but some- 
how | managed to overcome my darken- 
ing mind and the increasing vertigo to get 
hold of the power inflator on my BC. | 
sensed | was very close to blacking out. 
My panicked mind told me this could be 








Knowing my buddy’s 
ability level as well 





Don’t let the excitement of the moment 
keep you so focused you don’t Know 
how deep you are. This is especially im- 
portant when diving in blue water. When 
you have no frame of reference it’s easy 
to go deeper than you intend. 

Even if you think the only way to get a 
shot is to venture into dangerously deep 
water, it’s probably not. In this case, if | 
would have just kept swimming at a safe 
depth | would have been able to get the 
same images in just 60 feet of water. 

It’s hard to imagine but | can assure 
you that at such depths you lose control 
of your movements; some lose control of 
their thinking. If you must do deep dives, 
take special classes to prepare for them, 
plan each dive carefully and don’t deviate 
from that plan. == 
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Up to three battens can be inserted for a maximum 
blade stiffness of 30 Ibs. Battens are available in a 
variety of colors. 


Reeflex from 
sea Quest is a 
component fin system 
that provides unprece- 
dented power and 
maneuverability for divers. 
Patented 
concave power 
\ 
ed to store energy 
as the long blade 
bends. At the end of the 
kick cycle, the stored energy 
is transformed into incredible 
power. Tapered side rails and 
blade thickness allow the tips 
to snap back quickly and 
effortlessly thereby initiating 
the next _— 


cycle. a — 


Stig 








Absolutely unique 

to Reeflex is the patented 
batten adjustment system. 
Easily inserted into the bottom 

of the fin, each batten increases 
overall fin stiffness by 5 Ibs. This 
allows divers to adjust their fins for 
changing conditions or personal 
strength and fitness levels. 


SARK 


When you put it all together, Reeflex 
is a complete fin system designed 

to optimize your diving abilities 
and enhance your underwater 
performance. Reeflex. 
Now from Sea Quest. 


seaijuest 


Sea Quest, Inc., 2151 Las Palmas Drive, Carlsbad, CA 92009 619.438.1101 
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‘ PRES mrea ses tutat 
tat (ie a aihelg aN TTT 


With Nature. 


An t; NG By 
. KAR AY \ 3) ye a 


W hen you get far enough away from just about anything bal want: HH you. 
civilization, a very funny thing happens. So take off to. a faraway place eat 


‘You have fun. Especially im the all-new all 3 you ‘ll ben 18...) YOUS asking yourself, 
Four-Door Geo Tracker.  “Wihhen was the last time I had this \ 


Tts a whole new kind of SUV, for , much fun?” Get to: know the all-new 
not a whole lot of money. W hen the wild Four-Door Geo ‘Tracker, Its really out ther O. | 


calls, an available four-wheel-drive model 

1S ready, willing and more ‘than able to take 
1 -1 3 1 

you anywhere. And a side-swing rear door 


opens fo len of room so you can take 
P plenty y' 


4x4 From $15,635" * Call 1-800-GET-2-KNO * At Your Cheviolet/Geo Dealer. 


*$16, 025 M.S.R.P of Four-Door Tracker LS: 4x4 as shown. M.S. R.P includes eae prep and destination Fes 5 paar and optional 
equipment additional. Chevrolet, Geo and ‘Tracker are registered trademarks of the GM Corp. ©1995 GM Corp. Alt Rights, Reserved. Buekle + Anerical 
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